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The early liistory of most nations, ancient or modem, is 
obscured and deformed by inoredible traditions and monstrous 
legends. The laborious researohea of Mebnhr, Arnold, and 
others, have contributed much to separate the precious from 
the vile, and to ascertain, with some prBcision, where true 
history begins. The American people have this great advan- 
tage, in regard to the story of tlicir rise and progress, that no 
fabuioofi period belongs to the outaet of their history. This 
is especially truo in respect to that portion of them who first 
sought homes and fonned settlements in the eastern part of 
the Valley of the Mississippi. Though, much obscurity rests 
upon the unimportant datails of the first years of trial and 
Borrow, through which those who succeeded the hunters, trap- 
pers and Indiana traders of Western Pennsylvania, were com- 
pelled to pass, the prominent features of the men of those 
times, and of the measures they pursued for elevating their 
physical, intellectual and moi'il condition, are now well 
ascertained, and I'est on no uncertain tradition The Scotch- 
Irish emigrants, who beg m to pour ont on the Western 
frontier, a little before tht, 1 1'.t jiiirti r of the 18tli century, 
1* (5) 
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6 HISTORY or JErEERSON COLLEGE. 

and to form settlements through Westerii Pennsylvania and 
Virginia) were a remarkable race. They brought witli them 
a deeply cherisiiod love for the Souse of God and the School 
House. The mmistera of the gospel of the Preshjtoriaa 
Ghurch, and o£ tie Associate, or Secession body, were well 
educated men, most of them graduates of the college of New 
Jersey; and devoted their wntiiing efforts to organize and 
build up churches in the new settlements. They also co-op- 
erated with their people in organizing schools ; and in most 
cases took them under their own care, becoming teachers 
themsolvcs, or providing adec[uate inatmctors. This may 
have been, possibly, in some instances, with a view, in part, 
to eke out a scanty support. But we have no doubt that 
this part of their labors, was in a meaaure forced upon them. 
Their poor people, living in log-eabins, and surrounded by 
constant harassinga and perils from their eavago foes, and 
doomed to very exhausting toils, in order to support their 
growing families, threw this responsiblo work on the hands 
of their ministers. Yet they, without exception, were oom- 
pelled to work too, and to work hard, on their little patches 
of cleared land. There was not one of them, who did not 
become familiar with the axe and the maul, the plow and 
the hoe. Abnost coeval with the period of their settlement 
west of the mountains, these ministers got up schools near 
their dwellings. As such dwellings would be generally as 
near the centre of their congregations as practicable, this 
location of the school houses would be most convenient to 
their people. Such a school was probably first established 
fcj Dr. M'Millan, near his own house, about two miles east 
of the present location of Canonabnrg. Another was 
formed by the Rev. Thaddens Dod, who settled on Ten-mile, 
in the southern part of Washington county, in the fall of 
1T79. Mr. Dod's sahool was begun aa early as 1782 or 
1783, — as wc shall presently see. , That Dr. M'Millau's 
school, in its earliest form, preceded Mr. Dod's, Bocms highly 
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proltaltle, both from gonoral tradition,* and from, his li 
in a letter to Dr. Carnahan, dated March 2Sth, 1832, which 
we stall presently quote. This remarkable man, whose whole 
subsequent life was intimately associated with the cause of 
education, aad with the history of Jefferson College, came 
out aud settled in Westera Pennsylvania, in November, 1778, 
though his first visit and labors as a minister of the gospel 
in the West, date back to 1775. This school, under the imme- 
diate care of Dr. HI'Millan, seams to have been for the first few 
years, simply the English school of the neighborhood, with 
occasionally some Latin scholars. About the time of its 
organization, op soon after, the services of JamcS Eoas, Esq., 
were secured, who taught the general branches of English 
education, boarded with Dr. M'Millan, and pursued or com- 
pleted his own classical studies, under the tuition of the 
Doctor, in compensation for his services in the school. This 
statement, we are aware, disturbs a current traditioa, but is 
supported by the testimony of a letter of Dr. Oamahan, 
Ex-President of Princeton College, now before ue.f 

That I>r. M'MiUan had in view the ultimate development 
of this school into the more distinctive form of a Latin scliool 
for young men having the gospel ministry in view, there is 
no reason to doubt. But that it possessed this form from 



» "That Dr. M'Milliia had a eoliiiol at his own house, soon aftoc lio went 
to Western Penn ylvon a. is u d h dlj t f Thia o ro p nde w Ui tli 
traaitlon I hunrd —Lett fomS Ca utlia 

\ We give ths loUowing e-^tract from a latter of the B, t D Jam s 
Ciirnahan, to (ha Bar D Charlas Holgo — dated P n eton H 5 
May 13th, IS51. The Irad t on I heard una tiat Eoaa ta ght tte 

English school; anil that Dr MMUan t^iugbt blm Litm Graok nnd 
Miitheraatios. Mr Bobs naa nndo bteiUj e. man of un ommon lalenf^ 
iin able lawyer, and f h gh akuding as a Senator of the Un t 1 Slataa, 
But I neror heard inn sj ken of ia a diat nguishcd Latin on 1 G eelt 
BcLolar. Judge Ad bao d J dge Bra Sennd^e el P Usb ngh we a always 
spoken of aa first rate olaasieal scholars. But this was not the reputation of 
Mr. Roas." 



i..,G00^lf 



r JEFFERSON COLLEGE. 

the beginniDg, seema highly improbable. The harassed and 
troubled state of the country, for the Ih-st four or five years 
after the Doctor's settlement at Chartiers, renders it very 
unlikely that materials could be found for getting wp thia 
department at his school. But we have stated at hirge, in 
"Old Redstone," our reasons for questioning the accuracy 
of the tradition which has assigned to him the honor of open- 
ing the first Latin school in the Wet the substance of 
which may be seen in the n t b 1 w 

But though we question th ly d t of Dr. M'JIillaji's 
school as a Latin school, it m aim t ertain to ns that 
he made thejirst movement n th ca t education. And 
again, his school became wh t th D tor had, perhaps, 
always contemplated from th b g ng — a classical school ; 
and it was the sole classical h 1 w t i the Monongahela 
river, for young men preps g f th g pel ministry, after 
oihera of a similar chai'aoter were discontmued. This school 
was the immediate predecessor of the Academy at Canons- 
hnrg, which was founded in 1791. But the manner in 
which the one preceded the otter, and was merged into it, 
we shall see hereafter. In the meantime, soon after Dr. 
M'MiIIan's school commenced, in its primal form, Mr. Dod 
opened his school at Ten-mile. His son has recently given, 

» Ths rEooi-as of tho Proabjtsiy of Radatono ahow ihat there were no 
lloenliates ondoi' llioir cnvc, wio iiad ivjoeired their previons aoholaatio or 
theologicnl traiDing ftom Dr. M'MillaH, till ailar 1785. Their first condi- 
datBE, Messrs. Bityhei, Briie, Pattersoa mid Porter, were flrat under tho 
irrstmoUon of Mesara. Dod and Smith, ftom 1783 to 17S6. Dr. M'Milhui 
onuinemtQS thera among tho Erst who trere trnined and brouglit into the 
miniBtry in the West. He manSons lione heforo them. Tho Kev. Joseph 
Patterson, ivho studied, witi. a /em olhera, under the direotion of Ihe Eer. 
Joseph Smith, at Enffiilo, in 1785, was afleriiiards, along with some ■>/ these, 
at Dr. M'MiIIan's sohool ; and tho Doctor, in Me latter so Dr, Camahan, 
writing of lis first mnveoient to prepare young man for the ministry, men- 
tions Ihess persons us forming the materials of his first Latin school. There 
ni'e some olhor laets stated in " Old Rsdatone," pnges 77 and 78, serring to 
confiiTO the Yiew than tak™. 
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in ike Preshyterian Magazine (for September, 1854), an mter- 
eating statement, wMeli, though somewhat extended, will be 
read with interest. The following ia the Rev. Dr. Cephas 
Dodd's account of his father's efforts. in the canae of educa- 
tion: — "He (the Rev. Thaddeus Dod*) felt the importance of 
a hotter common school education, and, in order to promote 
it, visited the aehoola, and counseled the teachers as to the 
hest manner of performing their duties. For the special pur- 
pose of educating young men for the gospel ministry, he had 
ahuilding erected within a few steps of his own dwelling, in 
which he opened a classical and mathematical school, in the 
spring of 1782. The students present at that time were 
Messrs. James Hughes, John Brice, Daniel Lindley, Robert 
Marshall and Francis Dunlavy. These were all young men, 
and avowedly pursuing a course of education, preparatory to 
the ministry, excepting Mr. Dunlavy, whose intention is not 
certainly known. He was a young man of superior talent, of 
amiahle disposition, took an active part in sooial worship, and, 
it is thought, Mr. Dod and others felt some disappointment 
when he took a different course. He was afterwards a Judge 
in the State of Ohio. Daniel Lindley, in consequence of the 
failure of hia health, was compelled to relinquish his under- 
taking. John Hanna, also having the ministry m view, came 
probably in 1783. The Kev. David Smith, young at that 
time, was also ono of the students. Whether he came with 
the first, or at a later date, is not recollected. With what 
view his father sent him, we may easily imagine; and his 
hope was not disappointed. Another young lad, son of Col, 
James Marshal, entered the school about 1783. The Rev. 
Jacob Lindley, D. D., the early friend and companion of the 
writer, (and to whom he is indebted for much aid in calling 
to recolleotion and establishing those particulars), was also 
an inmate of the family, and though but from eight to ten 
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or eleven years of age, was reading Latin, and we are assured 
ttat tis father placed him tliere with the hope that ho might, 
in duo time, he prepai'ed by divine grace to take part in the 
work of the ministry. It may also be noted that some 
three or four men were taught Burvojing There ia no 
reason to tkiak that for any other puipose than that of edu- 
cating men for the ministry, the huildmg would ever have 
been erected, or tho school opened Aftei kaving been in 
operation three years and a half, it was closed in the fall of 
1785, either because Mr. D. had lold the farm on which he 
lived, and was about removing from it, or foi other reasons. 
Doubtless after boarding such a numbor in the family, with 
the few conveniences of house-ro m, &t, , they eaioycd, both 
he and Mrs. Dod needed a little rest Here, then, on an 
exposed frontier, wc find the fii'it elasfical school in the 
West, and might claim for Mr. Dol the piece lente in efforts 
to promote the cause of education tor the ministry. Such 
claim, however, we do not make, though the ^bove facts 
show that it cannot belong to any othpr It is true that, 
Mr. D. took upon him tho labor of teaching, years before it 
was entered upon by any of his brethren; but it was not hia 
own private enterprise. He, with Messrs. Smith and 
M'Millan, felt deeply the need, both present and prospective, 
of a faithful and able ministry to supply the wants of our 
Western Zion. The harvest was great, and the laborers were 
few. When they met, it was often the subject of their con- 
versation, and instead of waiting for ministers to come from 
abroad, tliej wisely resolved to endeavor to raise them up in 
their midst. Who can say which of them first proposed or 
acted on this plan ? They sought for young men of piety 
and talents who would be willing to devote themselves to the 
work, and undertook to prepare them by a thorongh educa- 
tion. One was found at Ten-mile, two at Buffalo, and some 
in other places; and Mr. Dod was first employed in teaching 
for reasons which it ia not for us to assign. Eacii of the 
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above named ministera were employed more or leas in teach- 
ing at Ms own house, but finding it inoonvenient and inter- 
fering too much with their pastoral duties, theii nest move- 
ment was the getting up an Aoademy at Washington, for 
which a charter was granted September 24th, 1787, with a 
donation of £yo thousand acres of land. Without entering into 
any detail of argument to show that the afbrefiaid ministers 
were first to move in this matter, it may be sufficient to 
call attention to the names of the Tnistees. They were the 
Eev. Messrs. John M'Millan, Joseph Smith, Thaddeus Dod, 
John Clari, Matthew Henderson, (of the Associate Presby- 
tery,) and John Corbly, (Baptist.) Here were five Presby- 
terian ministers, being all who were west of the Monongahela 
river, aud with them, seven or eiglit eldars of Cro^ Creek 
Buffalo, Chartiera, &c.; and one of them in an extreme part 
of wiiat was then Washington, but now G-reen county. The 
other trustees were, with a few exceptions, in connection with 
the Presbyterian church. Two of them, (Judges Allison and 
M'Dowell,) who were elders of Ohartiers, were at that time 
in the Legislature, and aided in obtaining the charter. The 
land appropriated by the State, lying north of the Ohio, 
woul 1 ^f con -e be unproductive for a long time. Neverthe- 
1 th f t 1 ed to go forward. After some unsue- 

ful tt mpts t bt in a Principal, Mr. Dod was urgently 

1 t d t t k th place. He was unwilling to leave hia 
1 pi ! t ft m conference on the subject, informed 
th m th t p d d the appointment were made but for one 
J h m ht f th salce of getting tho institution into 

p t th k t h duty to accept; but, if for a longer 
t m h h Id J t it at once. The appointment was 
made accordmgly, and after consulting his people, he signified 
his acceptance, and at the same time resigned the office of 
trustee. There being no available funds wherewith to erect 
a building, the upper rooms of the Court House were hired for 
the pnrpose, and the Institution went into operation, 1st of 
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April, 1789. Tliei-e were about twenty or thirty students, 
of whom five afterwards entered the ministry. While in 
Washington, Mr. Dod preached there one-third of his time 
and divided the remainder between the two places at Ten-milo. 
At the espiration of the time for which he had eng^ed, he 
was prevailed on to coatimie three months longer. Mr. 
Johnston, who had been teaching in the English department, 
was appointed his succesaor. Some tiine in tte nest winter 
the Court House was burned; and tliero was no suitable 
building to be had in town. The Rev. Messrs. M'Millan 
and Henderson went together to Washington, and requested 
J. Hoge, Esq., who was the proprietor, and also trustee, to 
make a donation of a lot on which to erect a building. Dis- 
oouraged by his refusal, they went and asked the same of 
Col. Oiinon, of Canonsbnrg, who not only gave the ground, 
but otherwise contributed liberally to the cause. An Acad- 
emy was erected at Canonsbnrg. Mr. Johnston was made 
its principal; and Washington Academy suspended opera^ona 
for a number of years. Dr. M'Millan was one of the principal 
agents in getting up the Academy at Washington, was one of 
a committee to solicit subscriptions for its support, and con- 
tinued Lis pati'onage till, by the oiroumstanee above related, 
he was induced to abandon it; after which he became the 
most ef&cient supporter of the institution at Canonsbnrg. 
He d,oes not seem, however, to have considered the latter as 
growing out of his Latin school, for we find he wrof« to Th: 
Oarnahan : "I had still a few with me when the Academy 
was opened at Canonsbnrg, and finding tbat I could not 
teach and do justice to my congregation, I immediately gave 
it up and sent them there." Such was tlie origin of the two 
literary Institutions in Western Pennsylvania. 

The Kev. Jc«eph Smith, of Buffalo, Washington county, 
who came out to the West in the year 1780, eai-ly distin- 
guished himself by his efforts to aid in preparing young men 
for the ministry. The following sbatement, given to the 
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public, some years ago, in "Oli Redstone," may not impro- 
perly be again introduced in this place, though we have 
cheerfully modified it, with the desire of bringing it into 
harmony with tie foregoing acGOunt of Mr. Dod's school. 
Mr. Smith was ansioua &ora the first, after he settled in the 
West, to look out for, and aid in preparing young mon to 
preacli. the gospel. He was among tho first who moved in 
this matter. The first school that was opened exehisivdt/ 
with a view to the training of yonng men for the saored 
office, is belioYed to have been begun ty Mr, Smith, at Upper 
Bufiiilo, as early, at least, as 1785. The Eev. Joseph Patter- 
son says, in a note, on a small package of letters, written 
pimcipaUy to his wife, found among hh papers after his 
deith "In the fall of 1785, bcmg thirty thiee yeara old, it 
wt-i thought belt, with the advice of the Presbytery of Bed- 
st nc thit I should endt-ivor to prepare for the gospel 
mim&try Thi le bemg no pUces of public eduuition in this 
•uuntrj, I, with a tew others, studied with the Key. Joseph 
£mifh, of Buffalo congregation, Washington county. Pa., 
Ijemg partially absent from my family," &.C 

Tiie subiet,t of opening such a school bad pie=!sed heavily 
on Mr. Smith's mind for some time. There waa one difSoulty 
in his way; he had no suitable house. But he had recently 
erected a house adjoining his dwelling house, to serve as a 
kitchen and outhouse. If his wife would be willing to sur- 
render that, for a while, and fall back on their former 
hampered domestic system, it could be done. Ho stated the 
case to her. She cordially acquiesced in the plan, and 
warmly seconded his views. Almost immediately this Latin 
school was begun. Messrs. M'&ready, Porter and Patterson 
Iiegan their course. Soon after, James Hughes and John 
Brioe, who had already been with Mr. Dod, joined them. 
This school for the languages and sciences was continued 
some time; and then, by some mutual arrangement, was 
transferred and surrendered to the care of Dr. M'Millan, near 
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Canonabu T w g 1 t p when Dr. 

M'Millan h km n fmaa Latin 

school; h ] h w n d iaelude a 

course o£ and fafi tu more promi- 

uoiit fea 11 iki in w h h m n with D 

M'Millan m n DC nah a n n a prev ous 

note, and witli a pasaa^o in a manuscnpt n h a own hand 
writing, where, speaking of the origin o£ his ) ster at 
seJi/>ol, and not of the school in its previo a state he aaja 
"Accordingly, I collected a few who gave t,y den e of p oty 
and instnieted thorn in the knowledge of Latin ( reek &c 
via: Jamoa Hnghes, John Erice, James M Q ealy 8im cl 
Porter, &c." These were a part of the mater ala w th wh oh 
he says hia aciiool hegan, and he mentiona none that j cede I 
them. Indeed this list corresponds with what he ment ona 
about the second set of ministers in the West ani w th the 
records of the Redstone Preshytery, that t^&ye no a eo nt of 
any earlier licentiates. Now aa all the pei one tiat a e here 
mentioned were either with Mr, Dod, or Mr fern fh hefure 
they were nndcr the instraotiona of Dr. M M Ilan t s thus 
ascertained that though Dr. M'MUlan's school may have h en 
firafc organized, as we belicYe it was, it d d not asp ne the 
more distinctive form of a Latin school for t a n ng andi 
dates for the ministry, until his colleagues had been for some 
time giving instructions with that yiew, ^n I i th ] s i nt 1 
they hoth ceased to teach their schools. The at tement g ven 
to aa, aomo years ago, by Mra. Irwin, an ajed but very 
intelligent lady, then residing in Marysville Oh s n e 
deceased, respecting Mr. Smith and his school s too r ma k 
able to be omitted here, though already p bl shed n Old 
E«datone," p. 77. It ia in substance as follows — (and her 
pastor, the Rev, Mr. Smith, teatified that t has been her 
unvaried statement for many years, ind he h a no d bt of 
her memory being perfectly good m thia case,) — That she 
was between twelve and fifteen yeti" of agt living near Mr. 
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Smith's, one of his spiritual children, took a great interest at 
the time in what Mr. Smith did ia this matter, and all her 
life aftffir £a,mil!arly remembered the following facte : that in 
1785, Mr. Smith opened a small sehool, for assisting and 
training jouBg men for the gospel ministry j that Messrs. 
M'Gready, Brice, Porter and Patteraon began their course 
with kim, Mr. James Hughes soon after joining them; that 
Mr. M'Gready came from Dr. M'Millan's, with whom he had 
been living, not as a student, but as a laborer on his farm; 
that fite congregations, through the ladies, united in fumUh- 
ing these students, (with the exception of Mr. M'Gready,) 
with clothing, viz : Buffalo, Cro^ Creek, Chartiers, Bethel 
and Ten -mile; that they made up summer and winter 
clothing, for several of these young m«i {coloring linen for 
summer wear, in a dye, made of new-moWn hay, and sending 
woolen cloth, by merchants, east of the mountains, to be 
fulled jmd dressed, and brought back with them on their 
return,) that this was the Jirst movement made for preparing 
young men for the ministry ; that there was no such school, 
at this time, at Chartiers, nor until aft^ the one at Buffaio 
was disoon tinned ; that Mrs. M'Millaa and the Ohartiers 
ladies took their share in this effort to sustain this school at 
Buffalo, Mr. M'Gready coming from Dr. M'MiDan's to the 
sehool." This is very explicit testimony. If it conflicts 
with the account given of Mr. Dod'a school, it miiy easily be 
supposed that she was not aware of what Mr. Dod had done, 
as hia place of residence lay at some distance from Buffalo. 
It may be thought, indeed, that Mr. Smith's school was 
rather a divinity hall ; but the period at which the several 
persons Mrs. Irwin mentions, were licensed to preach the 
gospel — which was some years after — much longer than 
students for the ministry, in those days, studied theology — 
shows conclusively that preparatory studies were embraced in 
Mr, Smith's school. The interesting fact, brought to light 
by Mrs. Irwin's narrative, of the efforts of the ladies in those 
days, to assist in the cause of eduoatioaj ia a striking feature 
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of those oarly times. We are here reminded of tlie testimouy 
bome by the Eev. Eohert PattersoE, in hia letter to Dr. 
Brown, (to be hereafter referred to,) to the generous piety of 
the wives of the Bev. Messrs. Smith and M'Milian. "It 
should be here stated," says Mr. Patterson, "that for want of 
suitable places elsewhere, the students generally lodged in 
the minist«t'8 family, without profit and sometimes at consid- 
erable expense to the household. Ie this service and toU, 
the wives of these two godly ministers heartily concurred. I 
knew them weD; and they were both eminently mothers in 

We cannot learn that either the Sev. Matthew Henderson, 
or the Bev. John Glwrh, of Lebanon and Bethel churches, 
had any personal chai'ge of a school. They doubtless lent 
their special attention in promoting good schools in their 
congregations. But no other schools than those of which we 
have now given some account, existed at that early period, in 
Washington county. We speak, of course, of those above the 
grade of common English schools. Having now related the 
fii'st efforts made in the cause of education west of the moun- 
tains, we have cleared our way to an entrance upon the 
history of the fii'St school at Oanonsburg. 



HOTE, — A Tfliy ablo and eloliorata paper, furaiEiiod to ns by Pro£ ItoJjcrt 
Patterson, of Oakland Collego, Misa., in whioh tha claims of Dr. M'Millan'a 
"Log Cabin" school to prioritj na a Latin sshool are defend^a, wiU be 
found in tlio Appondis. 
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CHAPTER n. 

THE CANONSBURU ACADEMY. 

By whom Jlie Acodemy founded — Darid JohnBtoa, first toactor — Dr. M'MU- 
laji'a position at first — ^His "Log-OBbia"eo!iooI msrged into Acndomy — 
Movement of Synod of Tirgima—EedsfonB Preahytsry aeleetod Canons- 
burg— -Intoraating ceremony of opening AGademy — 'Persona engaged in it 
— Fitst atudent, R. Fiitl«rsu!i ,- Gk«tali of Mb life and ehiiTBoter — Notice ia 
Pittabnrgli QasBtle— Contributions for Aeattemy— Specimen of thoir ohar- 
octer— Charter in 1?94— Birst Trostees — Petition to Logislatnie In 1796 
— Teachers, Mr. Johnaton, Mr. Bamael Millar, Mr. Monntoin fmd Mr. 
Stockton— Action of Prosbytoriea — Literaiy Sodellea—Oontosts— Secret 
■Elated 6oeiotie3. 

The precise date of tlie first movement towaida the forma- 
tion of a school at Canonsburg, above the grade of a commoQ 
English school, cannot be ascertained. There were living in 
tnd neai what afterwards became the village of Canonsburg, 
several respectable, public-spirited gentlemen, such as Col. 
John Cation, (on whose land the town was Iwd out and thence 
took its name,) Jwlge James Allison, Judge John M'DoweU, 
Alexander Coo?L, E q , Minis Janies Fotlu , Thomas £i ecket , 
liolat Rnlston, and others, who, peihapi, some time before 
i7b>9, held fiequent conferences about getting up snch a 
s hool These gentlemtn wure then generally hvmg in log 
c iliins, and woie hunting 'duits Some ot these conforeacee 
wtie very possibly held it log lollmgs, house raisings, or 
tom huslmg' The country was etill compaiativdj a wil- 
deiuesa William Dirjy, Esq , whoie memray wii icmaik 
ably tenici u-j as to diten, has stated m a letter which he 
wrote in 1850, that "through 1789 and 1790 the i 
2* 



i..,Goo^lf 



18 UISTORY 01' JEFFERSON COLLEGE. 

was in operation." Through both these jears the Indiana 
were still giving much annoyaoice to the weetern settlements 
of Washington county. And these troubles reached their 
greatest height during the following yeai-. But this future 
home of science and literature was oven then hegun. It waa, 
of course, in its most embryo state. It is ascertained that 
during 1791, that eventful year of trial and sorrow in West- 
em Pennsylvania, the services of Mr. David Jolmston, who 
had, during a part of that and of the previous yeai, taught at 
Washington, were secured. At this time Dr. M'Millan's 
school, in the celebrated Log-cahinj near his own house, two 
miles from Canonsburg, was still in operation. This sohool 
was continued for some time after the Canonsburg Bchoel was 
set on foot, under the patronage of some, if not all, of the 
persons named above. Dr. M'Millan was, up to this time, and 
for a year or two before, interested in behalf of the Academy 
at Washington, of which ho was a tnistee, along with Eev. 
Messrs. Henderson, Joseph Smith, and others; and was 
therefore committed to its interests. But he and others soon 
became discouraged in that enterprise. In an important paper 
found on the Records of the Trustees of Jefferson College, 
dated December 29, 1817, in the Doctor's own handwriting, 
it is stated as follows: "In the year 1787, the Le^slature of 
this State granted a donation of lands, for the purpose of 
erecting and supporting an Academy in the town of Wash- 
ington. The Rev. Messrs. Matthew Henderson, Joseph 
Smith, John M'Millan, and others, used their influence and 
best endeavors to get this Academy into operation, for the 
purpose of promoting literature among the inhabitants of the 
Western counties in general ; and also, with the fond hope 
that the loud calls and repeated demands for preaehers of the 
of the gospel might be supplied from that institution. But 
SO indifferent were the inhabitants of that town to the iutcresta 
of literature in general, and to the demands of the church in 
particular, that, notwithstanding the State donation, an Acad- 
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emy eould not be supported. The Rev. Mr. Dod, and after 
h m M D d Johnston, made the attempt, by engaging as 
t h 3 1 at were forced to give up the benevolent design, 
th h th ndifferenoe and inattention of a majority of the 
t u t Wlien the hopes of Mr. M'Millan wore blasted by 

th nd fl nee and inattention of the trustees of the Academy 
at ^Y^,shlngton, he turned his ittenlion to Canonsburg, aa a 
pliee of greatei hope ind moie suited to his views. He solic- 
ited donations trt.m piivite mdividuih for erecting an Acad- 
emy at that place, and succeeded The Legislature granted 
a chaitei in 1794 A hou&e wis luilt; and a Latin and 
Grreek schjcl, which ho hal kept at his own house for the 
purpo'^e of supplying the churches, is tir aa practicable, was 
translated to this infant Academy" We. have given this 
estiact, not to endorse some of the rather severe and caustic 
reflections on the tniatees and peopL at Washington, but as a 
histoiical testimony, as to the ptnod when Dr. M'Millan's 
school coalescLd with and was mfi^ed into the school at 
C i g Th t thi 1 tt h 1 h d p " " te , in 
m. h mbl tm dwntmly t^ wth from 

thLg^kbnhl pedA tmMD by's 

t t t t Old E, It n p 19 ) I tt n p sed 
tl k d y Th gh tl A 1 my w th tab- 

1 h d C n b g th h 1 ( t n M M U ) was 

1 11 p tl n b t wh d t d I t t te ' 

S dly t m D H M 11 1 g g » n g nal 

pt f th D t p I h d St U 

fwwthmwhnthAd yw p dlttdog 

thtl Id tteh dd]t tmy ggtnl 

mm 1 t ly g t p d t tl m th Th llj f om 

th R E P tt t t m t thi 1 nf d In a 

Ut t th E D M E w d ted tob 1 184P he 

t t th t f f mn t d t t kil oin 

July, 1791, to determine the locality of an institution on a 
more enlarged acale, commensurate with the growing demands 
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of the churcli aud the country. Tte two points n 
advocated by Dr. M'Millan and Ool. Canon, were the Log- 
cabin, near Dr. M'Millan's, aad the town of Canonshurg. 
Into which of the already existing Bchoola should the other 
coalesce and be merged, with a view to a larger academy, 
was the question. It was decided in favor of Ganonsborg; 
and the two schools were very somt, thus united. This is our 
view of the whole case. And the above stated facta and tes- 
timony are adduced in Jta support.* 



« It will be soon m tho ptogtess of our aoeoant, liat, Mootding to the 
jElev. B. Palterson's recollftotiona, FFofeasor Hillei nas then teadiing and 
oondncljng this original school ; and that Mr. David Jehiiston, about the 
middle of the Bmnmer, waa also engaged, not to supersede, as we sappoee, 
Professor Millar, who taught the English btanehes ivnd tbe mathomatios, but 
to teach llie olaasieal department. Onr view of the whole matte ia, that 
there was, firti, Mr. Miller'a school, sustained by Uie gentlemen in and 
around Canonsburg — then this aohool, enlarged by the employment of Mr, 
Johnston, sljll, in faot, under the direction and control of these gentlemen. 
Mosera. M'Maian, Hondorson, and Smith, at Biis time, when tho aohool was 
enlarged, heai'tily co-oporalod with them in (his movement, not officially as 
tmatocs, nor aa members of the "Academy and Librmy Company," which 
■jrus tho name Uiey gave Ihemsolros about dia time. Perhaps the roli^onfl 
of tbeae three ministorB to the Washington Academy wore still saoh as to 
ceudor a formal relation to the " Company " improper ; perhaps they regarded 
tho whole enterpiise as much better to bo left in the hands of those gentle- 
men, and more likely to suooeod in finding favor with the Legislature of She 
State. Bnl iioy lout their hearty agenoj in enlarging the foundations of 
ao BOhool, and stiirling it on its new aareor. Dr. M'MUIan may, at this time, 
imve fully made op his mind that it should supersede and tako tho place of 
the "Log-oahiu" school. And so it might have boon understood by all 
parties coueemod. But wo think that in the strict history of the ease, there 
was here, soon after, a coaleaoenoo between tho InsHtution already begun 
at Canoasbnrg, and now Airfhor anlargod, and the " Log-oabin " school — 
rather (hau as has often been asserted, thai "the Canonsburg Academy grow 
out of the log-cabin," and was simply an enlai^ment of it. That the 
morging of the "Log-oabin" school into ike Canonsbui'g Academy, and ^e 
acUve co-operation ot Dr. M'Millan and of the Presbyteries and churches, 
gave life and rigor to the Academy, cannot be doubted: and this will be 
mad" apparent in tho progreBS of this history. Though thore was no formal 
recugnition of the facta aboTC stated on tho part of tho "Academy and 
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Another important event atout tlijs time ocoiiiced. The 
Synod of Virginia, October 1st, 1791, took measures to get 
up two institutions, one in the bounds of the Presbytery of 
Lesington, Virginia, and tie other in the bounds of the 
Preslyfffry of Sedstone, (then including all Western Penn- 
sylvania and Virginia,) for the purpose, especially, of aiding 
poor and pious young men in their preparation for the gospel 
ministi'y. l^or a full account of this matter, the reader is 
referi'ed to the note below.* The latter institution was plaeed 
under the immediate care of the Presbytery of Bedstone. 
And Dr. M'MiUan was appointed by the Synod to take the 

LIbrarj Company," or their truflt«BS, we have no doubt thej well knew the 
AcEidomj would liave epoedily gone down but for those miiin elemenis of its 
life. Wby there was not a groalor prominenoe given to Oieae features of 
Iho caao, it maj now be diCioult to aay. Perhaps, BS we have oJi'eady 
intimated, it may have been thought wiser and mora pnidenti With suoi 
moil as Col. Cmion, Judgo M'Dowoll, Judge ACisoii, and others, some of 
Ihom. [uliug elders ; Messrs. Henderson, M'Millan and Smith, may have 
rightly thought tho whola enterprise, in this way, would be perfectly safo 
cai wouM Buoceed better. 

* The Synod of Tirgioin, at (heir sesaion in 'Winohester, Oclober 1, 1T91, 
TLppeinted a eommittee, of whxoh the ^ev. Joseph Sritilh was chGiYiaaa,tii£tirm 
a plan for promoting tho edncatioii of persons ftir the miniatoy of the gospel, 
aud to bring in an overture on the subject. Upon the report of this commit- 
teo, the Synod having eonsiderad the same, and made snob amendments and 
additions as were jnc^d neoossniy, agreed to it — as fiillows: "An the sup- 
plying of , ohurohes wiUi a pions and well qualified miniBlry is of aeknow- 
ledgod importance — overluved — Isi That the Synod of Virginia undertako 
the patronage of a seminary of loaming for the purpose of educating young 
men for the gospel ministry. 2d. That they devise means for supporting or 
assisting young men of piety and genias in procuring an education, who may 
not be possoffled of sufficient property for the purpose. The ' Synod highly 
approve of &e proposition aonlnined in the overture, as they are well con- 
vinced of tho aocessity of extending the opportunities of nequiring knowledge, 
and eapeoially the knowledge of the doctrines of religion, to all who intend 
to preach the gospel of Jeans Christ to tho world.' Talriug this measure 
therefore into sorioua eonsideration, the Synod reoommend that there he two 
general inalitutiona for learning conducted under the patronoge of this body; 
one to be established in Roclibi'idgo county, Virginia, undor tho cure of tiia 
Rot. William flriiliiUQ, as the president; the other in Waabington county. 
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management and direction of it. The Redstone I 
a few weeka after the action of the Synod of Virginia, (Octo- 
ber 18, 1791,) having mot at Pigeon Greek, approved of the 
recommendation of their 8jnod, and appointed Dr. M'Millan 
their troasurer, and "ordered their luembevs to use their best 
endeavors to obbun contributions for the purpose and put 

Pennsrlvunio, under tho earo of the Eev. John M'Millan. The principles 
upon whioh those inatitotiinia aro to bo condnofed ai'e as tollowa : 

"Ist. The learn ed iaagaagos Bod usual oirole of aoionees aholl bo taught, ia 
(ham, to OS majiy aa Bhall bo aant thero for inatinoiion. 

"2d. During the ccmise of ajwlomicul education, nud from the first initiation 
of Uie Btudente into (ha seminaries, a. course of roli^ons inatiuetion shnJl 
nlso be eatared npon, and continually adhered to during their roeidenoe 
there, ooeording to the principles of our chnroh. Books of a practical &nd 
dootrinol nature shall be put into then' hands at onco. Catoohetical lectures 
shall be established and exanninationa entered into, upon their progress in 
this kind of tnowledge, from time to time. The attention to theao studies 
eholl bo kept up during tlie whole of their academical oourae, and suited to 
the capacities and progress of Uie youth. 

"3d. The ProsbytarieB of Lexington and HoaoTer ahdl be tho truatoos of 
the seminary in Rockbridge, to cheiiah it by tlteir Influence, and pointedly 
to attend tiie examinations of the students, either in a DoUecdva capaoitj, or 
by committees from their reepeetive bodies, duly appointed. TIio Presby- 
tery of Redstone shall, in like manner, eapsrintend tlie eeminary in Wash^ 
Ington county. 

"4.6i. In one or other of these institutjons, it is Ijie advics of theSynO(l, 
that all the youth ivithin our bounds wiio intend to engage in the mioiBtry of 
the gospel, sball be instructed. 

" 5ih, As there are a number of pious youth in our connljy who mi^t be 
soriieabte in proaohing the gospel, but, through nont of sufficient ability, 
are nnable to obtain an education ; jt ie fba intenljon and desire of Synod 
that the ministera in their raspeotiye Presbytories alall seek out such, and 
that they, being examined and apprOTOd by tte Presbytoi-y, ahaU bo placed 
in tho roapoetive aemiuaries, at the expense of the Prosliytoiy who aball 
approve them. 

" 6th. In order to obtain, the proper aapplies for suoi indigent students, tho 
Presbyteries are exhorted to use thoir inflnenoe, in tteir respective bounds, 
Ttith the pioua and benerolent, to make annual contributions for raising a 
ftind for this purpose : thia fund to ha placed in the bands of the treasurers 
appointed by the Synod, who are to return annuaJ accounts of receipts and 
es^jenditnres ; anil from it tho youth, npon the foundation, are to draw tlieir 
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them into tlie hands of Dr. M'Millan as soon as possible, and 
of tlieir diligence therein to render aa aoeount at tlie next 
spring meeting." 

No precise location, otherwise than Washington county, 
was dotormined by the Synod as to the "Western Institution. 
The probability is, that the Synod, though leaving that mat- 
ter entirely open for the action of tho Presbytery of Bedstone, 
supposed, or took it for granted, so far as they knew the views 
of Messrs. Smith and M'Millan, and the course pursued by 
those brethren, that the location would be either Washington 
or Canonsburg, just according as these places and their vicini- 
ties might evince the more decided practical co-oporatioa. 
These two remarkable men were the most prominent movers 
in the whole business at Synod. Mr. Smith was chairman of 
the committee who reported the whole paper on the subject. 
But they were both trustees of the Academy at Washington. 
Mr. Smith lived comparatively in the vicinity, and his con- 
gregation included some then living in or near Washington. 
But he, sharing with Dr. M'Millan in desponding feelings 
about the further prospects of Washington Academy, had 
united with Messrs. M'Millan, Henderson, and others, but a 
few months before, in a memorable transaction at Canons- 
burg, which we shall presently relate. But though he had 
aided in a movement to get up the Canonsburg Academy, as 
he was still a trustee at Washington, and he had not yet lost 
his interest in that place, or his hope of reviving that sus- 
pended school, it was, perhaps, his special desire that the 
Synod should leave the precise location of the Preabyteiial 

supplies, b; on order from fbeir reBpecUva presidents. And Uioeo yoniii, 
Hpon tlieir obtmning thoir odncation, at t!ie expiration of one jaar, aflier 
bfling settled in soma line of businsBS, shall begin to vef\ind to the treasury 
tte expansBB of thsic odiioation, in snob timo and manner is (te Presbytery 
may direct. 

" f til. The raios of these seminaries and the mode of edneation therein, 
shall be Bubmitted to tha PreebylfliieB for their ri>Fj)ei!ti\ e sppmbntion." — 
"Old Reditone," pji. i2^-5. 
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Bctoo! undetermined, lie soon after finjshed hia couise by a 
trjjunphant deatli. Had he lived, it is hard to say, what 
hia influence might have been ia determining the place of the 
school, and in modifying its whole chaiaeter We have 
already seen that Dr. M'Millan lo^t hn confidence in the 
institution at Washington. He conydered it o.'i deid The 
Presbytery, perhaps, partook largely of hia Tiewi and feel- 
ings. At their nest three meetings, hnwevei, they toolv no 
decisive action on the eubject. It iva'J a time of unusual 
trouble, from the Indians. The country was in a '■tate of 
great distraction. Perhaps, also, they thought it prudent to 
take time sufficient to enable them to deteinuue wioely whit 
they would do as to the tnanner and place of carrying out the 
recommendation of the Synod. At length, when they mot at 
Pigeon Creek, October 18, 1792, the question of location, as 
to the institution intrusted to their care by the Synod, was 
fully considered, and the several places — Washington, the 
Log-cabin, and Oanonsbui^ were, perhaps, advocated by their 
r^peotive friends. " The Jh-tsbytery ima/nitmusly agreed to 
anoint GcmoTishwrg to he the seat of that iiistitution of learn- 
ing, whicJi (Aey are appointed hy Synod to su^erintefnd ; and 
thai all the young men, taken tepon ike frnid for the svpporl 
of poor and pious youik, shaU he educated iltere." An 
attempt was made, subsequently, to get the Presbytery to 
reconsider their action. But it resulted only in a kind of 
compromise, by the adoption of the following resolution, viz ; 
"That if it should appear, at a future day, most conducive to 
the good of the church, that another seminary of the like 
nature should be erected in our bounds, we will not oppose a 
division of the funds." This was at Eehoboth, AprQ 18, 
1793. This deten-mination of the Presbytery to mnkc Canoae- 
burg the seat of their institution, though it did not i-egult in 
securing to the Presbytery any control over the Academy, or 
any right or power to sit, as a co-ordinate branch of the 
Board of Trasteea, or to elect or even nominate any of the 
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fcrasteea or teachers, was, nevertheless, so adjusted, or led to 
Buoh arrangements with the trustees, as to answer, in their 
view, the design of the Synod, in fact, though not in form. 
Thore is, indeed, a, singular minute in the records of the 
Board, for 1796, hereafter' to be noticed, in which the /Ves- 
b^teri/ of Ohio is mentioned, as uniting with the trustees in 
agreeing to support two teachers of the languages. But other- 
wise, we have found not the faintest trace of anything like 
eoclesiaatical supervision ever exercised over the Aoademy. 
Having given this aooouat of the doings of tho ehuroh, 
through her judicatures, in reference to our institution, we 
must now turn back a little. 

It appears that in July, 1791, it was settled, at a eonferenoe 
of citizens and ministers, numorously attended, that the incip- 
ient steps should be taken, for getting the Academy under 
way. Col. Canon made a donation of a lot for the erection of 
a suitable building. He undertook to put up, immediately, 
a largo atone edifice, and Iiave it prepared as soon as possible; 
his expenses to be reimbursed afterwards, as the trustees 
might be able to provide. In the meantime, it was thought 
proper to open the Academy at once, on the ensuing day. 
Tho Bev. Eobcrt Patterson's account of the proceedings of 
that day is so graphic and life-like, that we shall let him tell 
the story : 

"An appointment iras made to meet the next day, Tues- 
day, 10 o'clock, A. M., in a small English school bouse, 
near Canon's mill, about half a mile from the village; and 
a general invitation was given to all friends of learning 
and of their country, to attend; and then and there to see 
the Canonsbnrg Academy opened. Meantime, Mr. David 
Johnston, a graduate of tho University of Pennsylvania, who 
had, without success, been trying to open a Latin school in the 
town of Washington, was invited to attend, and take charge 
of the yoimg Academy. At 10 o'clock, on Tuesday morning, 
many oitiaena were present on the ground, to witness the 
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Opening of the flrgt academy on the west side of the Alle- 
gheny mountains. Of the inbabitetnts of tte town and vicin- 
ity, there were present, Judges M'Doweli and Allison, Oraig 
Eitchie, Esq., and Eev. Matthew Henderson, living at a few 
miles distance. Mr. Henderson was a Scotch seceder clergy- 
man, blessed with Scotch talents, Scotch education, Scotch 
theology, and Scotch piety ; his memory is still highly cher- 
ished, as a worthy cotemporary of Messrs. M'Millan and 
Smith. These ttree ministers, with Mr. Johnston and two 
pupils, William Riddle and Eohert Patterson, who had recited 
a few lessons to Abraham Scott, took their position under the 
siiade of somo sassafras bushes, growing in a worm fence, neai 
the English school house, which ooidd not he vacated for a 
short time. And tere, under the pleasant shade of the green 
bushes, protected fix)m the rays of a July sun, (corona pop~ 
uU parva aircMmstante,') the two pupils, with ' Corderii CoUo- 
guia ' in their hands, were just ahout to read ' Qaid agis, ' 
when Mr. M'Millan, addressing his two brethren, and the 
small assembly, remarked in substance, as follows : ' This 
is an imjo tant d y n our history, affecting deeply the inter- 
ests of the hmch an I of the country in the West ; affecting 
our own interests for t me and for eternity, and the interests, 
it may be of thousands and thousands yet unborn.' And, 
tni'ning to Mr Hen le son, asked him to engage in prayer, 
geeking the blessings of G-od on the institution now to be 
opened. And I must say, the broad vernacular pronuncia- 
tion of the Scotch tongue never could he more delightful and 
impressive titan it was then j while every thing proper to the 
occasion appeared to be remembered in prayer, by this good 
man. * The first lesson in the Academy was soon reoiied. 
Bohert PatUrson, ^ being the senior, led, beginning the first 

• For a sketcli of the Life of Mr. Hondsraon, sea Appondi^. 

t The B™. lii,l^n J>aHe,-.o.<— the fu;i st,idf.nl of Canonaburg Acadomr, 
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sentence as above, ' Quid aijin. ' After a sliort leaaon waa 
I'eoited, and before they were dismissed, Mr. M'Millan re- 
quested Mr. Smitli to close the exercise witt prayer. Mr. 
Bmitk, in conclusion, was as solemn and appropriate as Mr. 

Boon Dfter bis VicSa, Ms pareats remiivsd in GermimtanD, "Pa-, Bjid tlie Eitb- 
ject of tbis sketoh disljuotlj lemembei'ed the buttle of Oermantonn, wMeh 
occurrod vlien ke was in the fifth js^r of Ma iLge- After a. brisf i^d«nc9 
in York oovmty, on Ihs finm, of George Boss, father of the late Hon. James 
Roas, hia parents emigmted to the Wosl, and took up Iheir residence in 
Wuabinglon oounty, iu 1179. Abont this time the attention of the Pionaera 
of our clmreh was directed to the unportonce, not to Bay neoeesity, of train- 
ing up a. miniBtry for the Western churches fi-om the West itself. In 17S6, 
the Ebt. Joseph Pattsraon, father of the deeeaaod, commenced o courae of 
tlieoiogieal study with the Rev. Joseph Smith, of JBnffaJo cODgregalion, was 
licensed in 1TS8, mid scon aftecwnrds became paster of the chucohes of 
Racoon and Montour's Run. In the Spring of 1791, the Rer. Robert Pat- 
tarson commenced his studies at Canoitshni^ Academy, then just opened, 
l-eoiting the first lesson in that institaiaon, which haa Mice grown up into 
Jeffetaon College. Hia inloreating letter, given above, descriptive of (he 
opeuing scene in the history of the Academy, and its organisation under the 
sliailo of the sassafras bushes in a fence ooriier, on the banks of Chortiors, has 
been widely read. After prosecuting hia studies for three years and a half 
nt Cimonabnrg, Mr. Patterson, in the JaM of 1794, entered the senior class 
of Hie University of Ponnsylvania, Philadelpbia, whore he graduated in 
1705. On his way to Philadelphia, a journey then performed only on horse^ 
bscli, hs met tlie forces sent oat hy Govemment to quell the Whisky Insur- 
ruc^on. After his graduation, Mr. Patferaou waa engaged, foe nearly five 
yems, as tutor in the University, and in flie itother prosecution of bis clasd- 
cal and matbemaUeal oourao. Ha rstumed to his father's residence, at 
Emood, in April, 1800, and waa licensed to preach m April, 1801, having 
pursued his tbeologioal studies with the Rev. Dr. Ashbe! Green, one year in 
Pbiladelpbia, and one year aflerwarda with the Rev. Dr. M'Millan. to. 
Augual, 1801, be waa united in marriage to MIes Jane, daughter of CoL Joha 
Canon, of Oononsbnrg; and in the Tsll of 1802, waa ioslalled paator of the 
congregations of Upper and Lower Greenfield, in lie bonnda of the Presby- 
tery of Erie. In tbis pastoral charge, supplementing at the same time, a 
Blender ministorial support by the working of a, farm, he continued fonr and 
a lialE years,- when, in April, 1807, he aooepted an inyitalion to tiike obarge 
oi: the Academy at Pittsborgh, uow the Weatem University of Pennsylvanisi. 
Diiriiig tlie three years he presided over this institution, he numbered among 
hia pupils many who atterwarda filled prominent public atafiona, and who 
often EpoVe in grateful terms of his oate and faitbfulne 
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Henderson liad been in the beginning; and the little assem- 
bly retired mnoh gratified, and with high espectations, which 
taYe heen abundantly realized. The English school was soon 
vacated, and served for a place of recitation till autnmn, when 
Col. Canon had so far progressed with a fine large stone 
bnildiag, as to afford convenient accommodation, both to 
teachers and students. Mr. Miller, who had beea the teacher 
in the English school, was retained, and employed as professor 

From 1810 to 1836, Mr. Pattaraon was angagod in tho buaiaass of bootsell- 
iiig, and for u poiiion of tlia tima ia puper imamfactudDg, having been one 
of tlie pcoprietors of one of (lie first paper inilla osttibliBhad in the WbbI:. 
Sis liuaineBB opeFations canied on, more or less e£t«iieiTel;, for mors than a 
quarter of a eontury, and eaueing him to lie widely hnonn in ihia oapKcitj, 
thronghout tho Wostom eounljy many yaars ago, irore attended with many 
ohauges and seTore roveiBes. Jhiring the greater part of thia lima, Mr. Pat- 
terson waa pastor of the Highhmde oongvegation, ia the Presbytery of Ohio. 
The peopie of thia alim'ge hare often offeolionalel; remembered his ftdthfnl 
minietradoas tlirongh a long soriea of yeoi's, and the lecollsction of the rela- 
tionship ho had Eustaiaod to them, with lis many pleasing assooiationa, was 
a theme of gralefal acknoitlodgmont, ou hia part, to the latest period of his 
life. Xn 1840, Mr. Patterson remoTed fk>m Pittsbai^Ii a fei7 miles into tho 
ooimtry. So long as tho iafliinitiea of incroasing age would permit he man- 
ifested Ms continued interest in tho soryioa of his Divine Master, hypreaoli- 
Ing or lectnring oecasioivnlly in the congiugaUon with which he worsliipad. 
For many years the things unseen, and eternal, formed a prominent sul^oct 
in almost every ooDversaUon in which he took port. Soarco an acquain- 
tancB, or e»Bn nn enUre stranger, who, in passing his lata raadenoB, has ever 
bad with him the briefest Interchuige of friendly greeting, but could add his 
Jeatimoiiy to that of the Rev. E. Lea, who, in conducting the religious exor- 
cises at Ms funeral, wmai'lsed that he did not remember a single oonversa,- 
tion with him for years, were the interview long or short, in which the subject 
of religion had not boon introduced. Bat in Ms own home, hia spirituality 
of chatactar, nod liia heavesly mmdodness, shone with fiieu' brightest lustre. 
On his death bed, ho enjoyed great peace. His remarka and broken sen- 
teuces showed that whUst affectionately regarding those around him. Ma 
thoughts were with that Saviom- he was ao soon to see. On Sabbath oflor- 
Doon he lapsed into a state of almost lethargy, wMoh continued with little 
interrupUon until Tnesday, Ssptombor 5, 1854, when, without a strngglo or 
a Mgh, he fell asleep in Jesns. Thoa died that oxoellent man, who, when a 
boy, under the sassafras bushos, read tho first losson in Corderii, at thn 
opening of Cimonshurg Academy. 
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ill tho mathematical sci ni-e? anl piovel to be an in truetoi 
of tlio highest order, anl continueil to ill the plato thuty or 
forty yoara; as long as lie wis able tj discharge its duties 
His memoiy is greatly cheriBhi>i by hundreds who were 
taught by him. In a shuit time mor stu lents came fiom 
tlio region of country arouad than could hi\e been gein,nlly 
espected, in a land that, a few jears before had been an 
Indian wilderness. On the roll m a few weeks were enterel 
Abraham Soott, Kobert Patteison Wilhim Wybe Thomas 
Sweavengen, James Snodgraas, Ebeuea r Henleiaon James 
Duncan, James Allison, Joseph Doddridge, Darsey Pontecost, 
tliinies Dunlavy, Daniel M'Lean, William Kerr, Philip Dodd- 
ritJge, and Alexander Campbell. " * 

The institution was got up by an association of ministers 
and citizens. They called themselves " Contributoi^ to the 
Aosidemy and Library ; " and about the time above indicated, 
1 ) pievious appointment, they met, *ind i-hooe by ballot, trus- 
tL d The chartoi, which they afw-rwards obtained, desig- 
nile'l thorn "The Academy and Libiaiy Company." Their 
nstitu ion required nme trustee':, t be elected annually, 
by thooe who had contributed to the Ai'idemy and Library, 
ml who weie entitled to enjoy the benefits of the Library, 
^i oibiy to certjjn legulalions But of then earlier meet- 
I s jieiiius tc thi_ date of then chaiter, and of their mode 
ot proceiding nothing but tiadition now remains. We do 
iirt LuDW with ceitamty who were the nine first trustees. 
J 1 1,11, can bo little doubt, howevei, that they were nearly, if 
n t juito the sime that wb tnd m the reiorded minutes in 

i«n 

» E.-Ltract of a loltoc from Mi', I'nWotaon to Bi: M. JJrown, in t845. 

■f When the aoailomj wns fairly itnaer way, and tho now building finished 
and DpBnadfor instructiona, tho tniBteos inssrtod ia IJio PitteliUTgli Gazette, 
in 1732, tha foUowins notioo : 

" Tho building for flio Aoitdomy Bt Cdiionsbarg is now flniahed, anil tJia 
institnlion under good (■eaiilations. The Grammai- Sohool is taught by JHi-. 
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Tlio coTitriljutiona for tho support of the Academy were 
gathered from the congregations of the Fresbyterians and' 
Seceders through the Western country. The ministera were, 
in many casea, very active in gathering these offerings from 
their people. They consisted not solely in money, hut in 
produce and articles of every description. These offerings, 
(chiefly hy promise or subscription,) wero made by nearly all 
Presbyterian congregations ia the West, for the purpose both 
of refunding Ool. Canon the cost of the Academy, aad of 
aiding in payment of teachers, besides occasionally with a 
view of raising means to support, in part, young men who 
were candidates for the gospel ministry. The history of the 
proceedings of one minister, the Rev. Joseph Patterson, will 
suffice for a sample of what was generally done in the con- 
gregations west of the mountains. It appears, by the dates 
of the payments made by him, sometimes to Mr. M'Millan, 

Johnston; and the English, Eudid'a Biements of Gaomelry, Trigonometry, 
Plain and Spherical, wilii the lotter'a applicalion to Astronomy \ Nasiga- 
ion, Surveying, Msnsuration, Hanging, Dialing Conie SaoUona, Algebra, 
and Book-Eeeping, by Mr. Miller ; both Tvell known for their attantion and 
abiUtieB. Boarding in tile neighborhood to be hod at good honaea, at the 
low prioe of ten pounds, payable, principally, in produce. The sihiaUon is 
hoidthj, nenr the centre of Waaliington county; the fund raised by the 
Pioebyteiy, snd to be applied for the aupport of a csrlmn number of eeholors, 
annually, is directed by tlie Synod of tlie district to be appropriated to 
this Academy. It is hoped the publio nill regard Tilth a faioraMe eye this 
institution, and give it all Hie encouragement that it may dosen'o. 

"Not. 3,1793. 

"N. E. Tho printers in the different States will please insert tho abOTO 

Ihis is truly an intsreating paper, proving tliat science and literature were 
opening their stores, on (he very outskirts of civilization, at a. period when 
tJie savages of the forest had not yet oaasad to prowl around tlie bordera of 
westom BCttlenienls, and even to oherisli the tope of repossessing Waating- 
ton coanty ss a hunting ground. If they could have read and uaderatooJ 
this advertisement they must have foit somewhat as Hanibal SAi, whoa ho 
found that the Romans were selling the lota on which his array was eneampod 
at thsir gates. Tiie above noUeo may ba seen in the lyeeuni, at Jefferson 
College. 
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aa treasurer, and sometimes to Col. Canon, tliat tlie cost of 
tte Academy was not all refunded for several jears — -some of 
tlie receipts being as late as 1794^. Tkcie are found among 
tlie papers of Mr. Patterson; two sntscription rolls of differ- 
ent date, but containing in part tLe same names j tbe latest 
of tlie two being dated in Jnne, 1794 ; the last also stating 
tkat it was for tho purpose botii of finishing the Academy, 
and for aid to poor and pious students. One of t!ie papers 
has about one hundred and twenty names, and the otter not 
([ulte one hundred. Bat little was paid at tlie time of sub- 
scribing; and but little t nj t m n money; groat part 
in grain, wheat, rye; and no small p rtion in linen; the 
linen, chiefly by the lad es some b> y dows, and some by 
wives and daughters of the men wl n had subscribed. The 
sums were in Pennsylvania uren y and a largo portion of 
them did not exceed 3s. J d — s b 1 , and a few advanced to 
10a. and 15s., and still fewer to ^£1. The grain was delivered 
in mills, and then sold. The linen was sometimes delivered 
to the Treasurer, to be disposed of as he could, at Is. IJd., 
per yard, or 26 oents. One subscription was to be paid in 
Whisky I All are reported on the papers to have been fully 
paid ; and the amount of both subscriptions reaeted nearly 
$350. 

The following subscription paper will be found very inter- 
esting : 

" .Tune 9th, 1794, We, whose names are hereunto signed, 
desirous to forward the Academy building, at Caaoasburg, 
do promise, for that purpose, to pay, or deliver into some 
mill, in the bounds of the Eev. Joseph Patterson's congrega- 
tion, the quantities of wheat or rye annexed to onr names, 
and deliver the receipts thereof to said Patterson, oa or before 
the end of this present year. " 

The following may he selected among the long list o^ 
paraes found on this interesting paper : 
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Jamea Ewiag, 5 bualiols of wlieatj ;it 2 sliO] 

William Fknegaa, 1 " " " 

Eobert Moor, 2 " " " 

JoliB Logan, 2 " " " 

James Laii'd, 4 " " " 

iSmmael Eiddlo, (in money,) Tb. 6i.I. 

Jolin M'Millfitt, oaBb,Sl. 

Josepli Patteison, cash, SG. 

Mi-s. Vallandingham, 6 yards of linen. 

Mrs. Elenor Thompson, 3 yards of liaeo. 

John Kelso, 4 tushele of wheat. 

John Thompson, 4 " " 

James M'Bride, S bushels of rye, 

Hugh M'Coy, 4 « " 

Alexander M'Canclless, 2 bnghcls of wheat, 

John Oaj-dike, (a pious aegro,) 2 bushels of wheat. 

George Vallandingham, cash, 7s. Gd. 

Mrs. Nesbit, 3 yai-ds of linen. 

Widow Eiddle, 3 " " 

Her daughter Mary, 3 " " 

"The value of these old papers," anys Professor R. Patter- 
son, who fuinished them to Dr Biown, ' toufcists in theii 
exhibiting tac apuit of the enterpiise, the objects for which 
the inslitu*ion ^as founded, and the humble reseuices ot its 
patrons Such imiasuming donations as tno oi thiee yarda 
of Imen, foiii or five bushels of wheat, rye oi com, four 
poBuds of tea, would astonish the prciient laee of students at 
Cinonsbuig" lu thi? manner, foi the noblest purpose, 
among a simple and haid wniking people, m the se(,Iusion of 
the valley of Cliartiers, was laid the foundation of a letieat 
for leaining, whose bills would be resorted to, and whose 
inGuence felt, when the country, at that time \ tnldeines^, 
would bo t"eminj, with a busy ind entcipnsmg population 
May the f ir aightL 1 'iigaiity anl wilf- niching philduthiopy 
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of its sites deaoenc! upon its oons. Then and tterc a 
i'.Ti institution whose pupils ware thereafter to ba found in every 
iionoraljle profession in theiv native eonntry — in the sacred 
d(!slr, at the fced-ade of the sick, in the courta of justice, and 
in legislative halls. Others bearing the everlasting gospel to 
distant shores, exerting their abilities, acquired or strength- 
oned here, to elevate and enlighten the inflde! European, the 
superstitious Hindoo, the degraded Chinese, and the wild 
Indian of our own land. In view of the circumstances 
attending the formation of this institution, the sons of JefFer- 
Ron College aeed not fear that their Alma Mater wili be like 

" Tbe tonoi' which buikters v^n, 
Pi'eaaiijptiiovis piletl on Sliinar's plajn." 
Thus began the Canonaburg Academy, aad such the history 
(11 the. first years of its esistence. It began in prayer and 
was supported by religious patriotism; and, therefore, no 
wonder it has remarkably flourished and gained a noble rank 
a'nong the literary institutions of the United States. 

In the year 1794 a charter was granted, incorporating the 
trustees of "The Academy and Library Company, in the town 
of Canonsbnrg." This ohai-ter or act of incoi-p oration was 
untel by the Supreme Court of PLnniylvaui<t rf wliich 
JlUe "SI Kein wis the Uuef Justice igiecably to an act of 
( 1 Legislature Apnl b 1791, entitled. An aet to confci 
oa ceitam cit aens of this Coram nweaith the powoi ind 
.jidunities of bailiD'i politic and l\w This gave it a lepal 
XI tence Thig chartei the venerable founlei9 dii not get 
I 11 the institution wai eome ytai? advance I m its gloiioin 
arpei But as Dr Brown iiys, ' They had a chartei froji 
a hij,ht.r luthniity than th Le^islituie ot Pennaylvaan, or 
th Supreme Oouit, veneiablc aa it then was They sOTij,!it 
a 1 btaioed a chartei from the Court of Heaven It is 
1 IS thit neithei th Pie^lyteiica nor the ohnreh is such 
acted officially, or were, in any way, recognised in the whole 
proceedings. It was the "Academy and Library Company." 
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We do not believe tiat those good men would haTo had the 
smallest objection that the Prcsbyteriea if Eedstone and Ohii, 
and the Scccder Pic^bjtciy of ThaitierH should hold what- 
ever lelaticn, officially, they noght hive pieferred But it 
wiSj peihap^, rc^aidtd as wi^oi, on all hinds, thit the msti 
tutun, being i candidate for in act of mejrpjiatjon, for 
Legislative aid, and eventually tor a College ehaitei, should 
be divested of an eecle'imatical chaioeter There wa^, at thit 
time, rnuoh inveterate prejudice, in referenfi. to eiilesustical 
endowin''n.ts, by legislative enat,f mentf, If the Al t lemy h 1 
iBsumed the nime ml foim of such an lustitutijn is w.i'5 
contemplated by the &ynod of Virginia, it would have pioLa 
bly been lefused a charter dad all legislative aid, and, m thjt 
event, could scarcely have been sustained. Our forufathors, 
both lay and clerical, were, in these matters, wise and good 
men. 

From 1796 down to the period to which wo propose to 
extend this historical atetoh, we shall derive our prini'ipal aid 
from the records which were feept by the trustees. Previous 
to that time no minutes of their proceeding are to be found. 
These old records begin in this form: "January 25, 1796. 
The trustees of Canonsburg Academy met at Col. Canon's, 
according to appointment. Members present, Robert Rals- 
ton, John M'Dowell, Thomas Ereoken, John Canon, James 
Foster, James Allison, and Alexander Cook." Mr. Allison 
was chosen president, and Mr. Cook, e!erk. On the opposite 
page there is a statement without any date, aa to the year, 
"of a meeting, on the first Tuesday of October, of a number 
of contributors, who proceeded to vote, b> b Ulot for trustees 
of the Academy and Library, tho rpsult of which was, that 
John Canon, John M'Dowell, Craig Eitchie, Robert Ralston, 
Thomas Breeken, James Allison, James Foster, David Gault; 
and Alexander Cook were dul\ eleote 1 " But as no date of 
year is given, we cannot tpll whether it wa's m October, 
immediately previous to the Jauuiiy mecfmg, aLove noticed, 
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or back, Bome years before, at the original fonnatioa of 
tMa first literary association of the West. The latter, we are 
inolincii to suppose from the prominent place this minnto 
occupies — ^being entered on the blank leaf which preoedea the 
regular recorded minutea. At this meeting, in January, 1796, 
the trustees prepared and adopted a petition to the Legislature 
of the State, praying, that if they should establish a College 
on thia side the mountains, they would fix it at Canonshurg. 
As it may be read with interest by many, we will here 
insert it : 

"That your petitioners, confiding in your patriotism and 
good wiahea, for the interest and advantage of this extensive 
Western country, whose population is daily increasing with 
au astoniahing rapidity — haying also much at heart the 
education of our youth, and understanding that a law was in 
some forwardness, last yeai', for the establishing of a College 
on this side the mountains — humbly beg leave to request, 
that if such a pleasing event may tfike place, due regard may 
be had to the most convenient place and other local advan- 
tagea, hence deriving our hopes that this yillage will attract 
your favorable notice. That your petitioners are firmly per- 
suaded this town merits a decided preference, on many con- 
siderations. The situation is remarkably healthy. The 
inhabitants of the town and its vicinity are generally sober, 
orderly and religious. Being in the heart of a very fertile 
country, and at a considerable distance from any public mar- 
ket, produce must necessarily continue low. There was, some 
time since, a handsome stone building erected,^nd nearly 
finished, wherein a respectable number of youth have been 
instructed in classical literature and the mathematics, and in 
which one hundred students may be coramodiously taught. 
Boarding and lodging may be obtained in decent families, 
at from £12 to £lb per annum. That any fund appropriated 
by the Lc^slature, for the erection of suitable buildings, for 
a College, would thus, in some measure, be antioipated, 
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should the Loiioiable House thmk fit to give thi& pliee tlieir 
santrtiou, and might be conveited to its intcreat Home other 
wiy Tiom these eonaiJeiatiun?, in! otheis thit might be 
nii,ntwnpd, wc liiimbiy hope joii ■will giaat this to be the 
phoe fji 1 piihlio inatitntion ^iiil your petitioueia, aa in 
duty bound, wili ever pray, ^ , Slv 

' Si^nLlly oidci fthcBoiid, 

"James Allison, President. 

"Alexander Cook, Cleric." 

They notice, also, that their clerk had received and paid 
over to Ml-. Eitchie, two pouEds, sisteen shillings and Beven 
pence, for the vsa of the Academy, from Mr. Saunders, being 
the half of the proceeds of two nights ezhibitioa. Of the 
nalui'e of this gentleman's perfoi-mancea, nothing is recorded. 

At the next meeting of the ti'ustees, May 3, 1796, after 
electing Mr. Hitchio, treasurer, thoy directed him to call 
upon the stu'louts to receive their respective sums, quarterly, 
or what port of a fjuarter may be due, when the general pay- 
ments shall be made; amd t<i keep an accurate list of the 
names of the students, together 'with their entry and departure 
from the school. These lists to be furnished by the "mas- 
ters." They also fixed the price of tuition at five pownda per 
annum, and directed the treasurer to pay the "masters" 
quarterly. There is then introduced this intereating minuf«, 
out of chronological order; and why so, is no where explained : 

"Wiereas this day, being the 28t!i of April, 1T96, it is 
jointly agreed by the E«verend Presbytery of Ohio and the 
Trustees of the Ganonshurg Academy, to employ two masters 
to teach tie Latin and Greek languages, in the said Academy, 
to commence from the 2d day of May, 1796, viz. ; Mr. David 
Johnsl(ni and Jiff. .Tanies Mountain; each master aforesaid to 
receive the sum of ninety pounds specie for one yeai' ; and to 
be paid quarterly, in equal dividends; for whicli wo jointly 
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and severally become boundj as ■witness our hands the day 
and date above written 

Presbytery Trustees. 

"John M'Millan, James Almson, 

"Joseph PATTBKeoNj John M'Dowell, 

"James Hughs, John Oanon, 

"John Brice, Thomas Brf.cken, 

"Thomas Marquis. Alkxandj!!!. Cook, 

"Thomas Mooue, John Fopter, 

"Boyd Mebcbk. Cbai& Kitchie." 

At the adjourned August meeting of the Trustees, they 
appointed a committee to adjust the balance due Col. Canon, 
on heholf of th9 Academy, and give him assurance of pay- 
ment, in three months, upon receiving from him a legal con- 
voyauce of the Academy lot, and appui'tenanoes. In October, 
of the same yeai", a number of contributors met, pursuant to 
their rule, selected by ballot, aa Trustees for the ensuing year, 
the Bev. Messrs, Joseph Patterson, Thomas Marquis, and 
Boyd Mercer, and Messrs. James Allison, John Canon, Alex- 
ander Coot, James Poster, John M'Doweil, and Craig Eitchie. 
These Trustees met Novemher 14, 1796, and elected Judge 
M'DoweU, President; Mr. Eitchie, Treasurer ; and Mr. Cook, 
Clerk, They also took measures for surveying and securing 
tlie Academy lot, appointed an usher to assist Mr. Mountain, 
and increased his salary ten pounds, for the present year. 
Mr. David Johnston, who had been absent, and oat of their 
employment for some time, wrote to the Tniatees to inquire 
whether they wished again to employ him as teacher. This, 
they informed him, the state of the school would not pennit 
them to do; assuring him, at the same time, that no man 
would he more acceptable. Some service of the county, per- 
haps in one of its public offices, then engaged the time of Mr 
-lohnston; and the Trustees intimated to him, as another 
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i-easoB for deolinmg to employ him, that the county would 
probably still engage his services. (Pexliapa iie bad formerly 
withdiawn from their servioe, on account of more lucrative em- 
ployment; and they would now give bim a mild hint of it.) 
They agreed, however, that his family might still occupy tbe 
house belonging to the Academy property; in which they 
resided till the first of May. 

The lost meeting of the Trustcoa, during thia year, occurred 
December 1, 1796. They authoriaed the President -to give 
Col. Canon a bond for one hundred pounds, as the balance due 
him, on sundry accounts, incurred by building the Academy, 
making the Academy respsnsible for the above sum to the 
present Trustees, with interest upon the same until paid. 
Joseph StocJcion., (afterwards the Eev. J. Stockton,) was con- 
tinued an a^stant tutor, with a salary of £25 per annum. 

Ihu'ing this period, the two Presbyteries of Ohio and Bed- 
stone, aa appears from their recorda, continued to watch over 
this inatitntion with sedulous care. The Presbytery of Ohio, 
at their usual Spring meeting, recorded that, " it was found 
upon inquiry, that something considerable bad been collected 
towards defraying the expenses of the building of the Acade- 
my in Canonsburg; but, as enough hid not yet been raised, 
it was ag-un lecommendcd to the members to continue their 
endeavors, and maLe lepnrt at their next Fall meetmg ' 
And at thdt meeting tbpy rpnewed then lecommenlation, 
stating th\t " neie^Mty now required vigorous effoits tr the 
purpose The Piesbyteiy of Redstone sent their commis 
sioneis to atteni upon the esammatnnof the studint'', who, 
at tbeir following meeting, m'ide a fa\orible report The 
Acadtmy was rismg m reputation and mcreismg in number 
of student* The employment, foi some time of James 
Mountain, Esq, as teacher ot Languages, was pr>pitiou3 to 
the school He was % thoiough old'-sical scholai, a polished 
gontlomin of the old school la hn manneri, an! iftcrwaidg 
1 Lcame i leiy rt^p "tiHe liwyei He ilht became, m r ib 
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sequent jeaa-3, a trustee ; and we well remember, in our col- 
lege days, of dreading bis presence, when about to be esaminod 
on Latia or Greek. It was said be bad nearly tbe whole o£ 
Homer's Hiad in bia memory, and coiild recite long passages 
of it, with great fluency. His serrioes as an insti'uotor in the 
claasieal department of tbe Academy ended with, April, 1797, 
as lie insisted upon a bigber salary than the Trustees felt 
warranted to give. There waa then a Buecessful effort made 
to sectiTG the services of Messrs. Oamahan and Stocldon, for 
i£25 each, for sis months Mr Carnaban however, mide it 
a coniition that he should be at liberty to withdraw at any 
time after the sp*»ce of three months, upon his givm,^ two 
■WLt,kh notice This amngement was made .n April, 1797 
31) Watson, who was thnn m his senior yeai, and about to 
piaduate thi, eniuing Bad, at Pnnoeton (Jullejfe, was proba- 
llj alr"a!y m tbe cje cf tbp Tiustee-s, aad espcLially of Dr 
M MilUn, fDi the irili lus woit of eondui'ting tbe most im 
pLitant dejirtment of tbcir Aeademy Mi IittLison had 
iiiready jotted down in his Diary, (March 14, 179&,) " I boar 
Mr. M'Miilan intends visiting Princeton, in Maj, in order to 
the return of Messrs. Watson and Hughs." The Trustees, 
in anticipation of Mr. Watson's coming, had resohed, and 
entered it on their minutes, " that they would employ him as 
Teacher." On September 27, 1797, they agi-eed with bim, 
" To teaeb tbe Academy for twelve months, beginning from 
the first Tuesday of November nest ; and the money arising 
from the students linder his ;3are, be accepts, as full compen- 
sation for his labors; and to be collected in the same manner 
as usual." He was also to employ an usher, when they might 
tliink it necessary. The Trustees wcro ra-elected October 3d, 
for the ensuing year. 

During the sessioa of the Legislature, nothing waa done 
for the Academy. The number of students was thirty-five, 
and five in Mr. Miller's department. It was a period of mueb 
religious prosperity also : for the Roy. Joseph Patterson notes 
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in his Diary : "I hear that there is not one student now in 
the Academy, hut appears to have religion, or is a subject of 
sharp awakenings." This was June 29, 1797. The follow- 
ing persons are mentioned, as regular members of the two 
literary aocieties, (the Philo and Franklin,) then formed 
among the students, for that year. We give their names, 
with the titles they bore in after life, just as they are given 
in the catalogues of the Societi^. 



FEANKLIN SOCIETX, 
Rev. Jambs Caunahan, D. D., 

Ei-Pi-esiamit Dt Prlueelon CollegB, 
Sav. Cephas Dodb, Amltj, Pa., 
"Rev. J. Haluqaith, Clarion Co., Pa. 
Rev. T. E. Hughs, Darlington, Pa-., 
Rev, Jaoob Limdlby, 



Ex-Presidcnt of Ohio 1 



ferity, 



PHILO SOCIETY. 
Rev. JoHH Watsok, 

Bx-PreeiiJBnl of Jefferaon College, 

Rev. Jno. Boeos, Pa., 
Bev. EoBEBT Lee, 
Rev. Robert JoHNSTOM, Pa., 
Rev. Wm. M'Millah, D. D,, 

Bs-Preat.of Jeff.anarroDt.Oollego 
Rev. Wm. Mookbheap, 

Eev. JaWBS SAITEKFieSD, 

Rev. Samuel Taie, 
Rev, J. Smitit, 
Wm. FonLEB, 
Rev. EiiisHA Maodbdt, 
Eer. John M'Lain, 
Eev. Joseph Stooetos, 
Rev. Abhaeam Eow>, 
David Rennalls, 
IViLiiAM Cauk, 

It is probable that in both these lists there are some eiTors, 
but we suppose they are substantially correct. They were 
not all students of the college, but some of them were mem- 
bers of the faculty. They present a noble set of names. 
There are several still living — the Kev. Messi-s. Eohert John- 
ston, James Satterfleld, James Oarnahan, D. B., Cephas Dodd, 
J. Galbraith, Jacob Lindley, and Dr. James Power. As this 
year is memorable, in the history of the Academy, for the 
organization of the above mentioned literary societies, it may 
be more proper here than elsewhere to give some further 



Rev. SrnPHEN Lisdley, Ohio, 

Rev. Wm. Wood, Mercer, Pa., 

Rev. Wm. Wiok, Pa., 

Rev. JoKNS'XON, Eaton, Erie Co., Pa. 

Dr. Jahes Poweb, Pa., 

Rev. Alex. Monteith, Pa., 

James MAKgHAi.r,, 

Rev. jAMliS HUOHS. 
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acoountof tiiem. They were founded by graduates of Prince- 
ton. Tlie PMlo Lilei-ari/ Sodeti/ was founded by tiie B^y- 
John Watson, the first Presideat of the Collego, Augnat 23, 
1797 ; and the M-anJelin Xriierar-^ Soeiei^ was fousdcd, No- 
vember 14, 1797, by Dr. James Carnahan, wbo had been a 
pupil of "Watson's, and afterwaida teacher for some time, in 
the Aeademy, in connection ■with the Rev. Thos. E. Hughs, 
who we knoTT was also a graduate of Princeton. Some of 
the foimdera and eaiiiest members of these societies still sur- 
vive; and the names of those who have gone to their rest, 
will be remembered with honor and affection, by numerous 
friends and relatives. They were generaUj ministers of the 
gospel; and surviving friends will be gratified to find their 
names recorded among the founders of these two fraternities. 
" As the charter, constitution, and laws of Jefferson Col- 
lege," says Dr. Brown, in an unpublished life of Dr. M'Mil- 
lau, " were evidently formed on the model of Princeton, so it 
miiy be presumed that the constitution, rules and exercises of 
the Literary Societies, were formed on the plan of the socie- 
ties at Princeton. The founders had been members of the 
Oliosophic or Whig Societies at Nassau Hall, and of course 
would introduce into the new societies, whatever they deemed 
most valuable, adapting them to the condition and habits of 
the students, aad state of society, in the new settlement of the 
country. * *• * These societies have been gi-eatly useful. 
They have been important auxiliaries to the College in disci- 
pline, in maintaining good order, and in training the minds of 
the students to habits of attention, accurate discrimination, and 
argumentation, so as to improve in composition and oratory, 
to an extent not to be attained in the ordinary exercises of 
the college. Here, too, young men, accustomed to observe 
the strictest parliamentary roles, in their discussions, if called 
to the halls of legislation, or to act a pai-t in popular assem- 
blies, either ecclesiastical or civil, are at once prepared to take 
an active part in the discussions. * * * It may be added, as 
4* 
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deserving special notice, that ihere wis, trom the first in im 
portant exercise introdEced into these societies, which had 
not been introduced at Princeton, nor any of the eastern 
colleges. We refer to the Literary Contat between the two 
societies, iit composition, oratory, and debate This takes 
place oaoe a jear. Judges are appointed to decide on the 
merits of the performances. These exereisei, though attended 
with some disadvantages, have had a moat powerful influence 
in stimulating the students to aspire atter Lxcellence in these 
attainments. The Content, first intrxluced at Canonsburg, 
was afterwards adopted in Washington College, and since, by 
a number of Seminaries in the We^t \a.A South The socio 
ties are secret, to some extent j their constitution, rules and 
proceedings, are Iccpt secret. But they are njt secret, affih 
ated societies, bound together by one common bond— subieot 
to one superior power, to give laws to tht suboidmites, and 
thus, by an unseen, powerful influence, control the wh<Ic 
Such societies are evidently of dingeroua tendenoy-^ire 
odious to the great body of Christians anl have had a msat 
unhappy influence in the ehuroh, and on tho community at 
lavgo. The literary societies in college are not, afl stated, 
affdialed, but rival institutions. They cannot combine to 
cflect evil purposes. Members of the Faculty are also mem- 
bers of these societies; and no plot or combination could 
ooour without their knowledge. It is absurd to plead their 
example in justification of secret afftliated combinations, bound 
by solemn oaths and pledges, held by many of them as of 
highgr obligation than the oath administered by civil authority. 
Within a few years past, some new orders of secret societies 
have been introduced Into colleges, and have their connection 
in most of the literary institutions of the United States. 
Their tendency is most dangerous. Linked together by sacred 
badges and oaths, their influence has been, in many places, 
disastrous. It is to be deeply regretted that they have had 
influence to induce members of the church, and some benefi- 
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ciaries to join them. It is to the honor of the Literary Socie- 
ties of Jefferson College, that they have taken a noble stand 
against them. — adopted resolutions to expel any wlio are inown 
to adhere to tliem. Still, it has been found difieult to detect 
them, and their pernicious influence is still espericnccd to 
some extent. Unless these societies are put down, the conae- 
q;uence must be ruinous to all colleges in our country, as to 
raorals, discipline, aud substantial learning. " Thus wrote 
the late venerable President of Jefferson College, whose wis- 
dom, and experience of college life gave him a right to speak 
"ex-Gatlmlra." He does not speak too strongly, we appre- 
hend, on this delicate subject. The Trustees of Princeton 
College have recently determiaed to root out these secret soeie- 
tiea from their institution. We hope they have succeeded. 
And we hope the Trustees of Jefferson College will follow 
their esample. Though the above extract is somewhat long, 
we thought it due to Dr. M. Brown to give him a full hearing 
on this subject. * The attention of the Presbyteries of Ohio, 

*W£i are well flwaM tliatit will reqaire no orainnrj pi-iideuce, as well as 
energBtic decision, on the part of FaeiJlias aod Bonvds of OoUeeea, to sup- 
prssa these aeorst associatioQB. Yonng men are apt to regard aneh meaeuraB 
aa an nni'oaBonable, tjrajinical, and oppressira aserciae of Authority ; and as 
an infringement of thoir rights. It ie not eaey to oonTinoe them that anch 
sonletiea are of a dangsroDa tandoneyi and that a larger espeiianoa mill 
aventuallj satisfy them that hare ia a case in which their rBlinquishment of 
an apparently harmless praotice ia dao to the general welfare of colleges, 
nnd lo the judgment and wishes of older beads. The oo-operaiion of on- 
lightened pablio opinion, and eapooially of the great body of the Alumni of 
our colleges, cow engaged ia tho aotive scenes of life, woold, perhaps, bo 
of essential sarvicB, in giving praotieal effieieaoy to the ofEoila of tho offieera 
of colleges, inrooSngout secret clnba. Inwhatwaysuoh oo-oporation could 
bo secured, we leare for tho oonsideratiou of othora. With the oo-opotatian 
of public opinion, and of Ihosa who have formei'ly bean Btudenta in our col- 
leges, thelPaculties and Tmstees could aoarsely fail in effecting the ostine- 
tion of flscret societies. But reoMn, Mndnsae, and pervuanoHf not harsh 
decrees and menaoes of expulsion, should be used. As we design to give a, 
more oitfluded hiatorioal siatoh of the two Literary Sooietiea, together with 
a list of the questions disouaaed at their Conleeti, va shall not here extend 
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and of Redatone, during the period wndci' review in ttis chap- 
ter, was directed with renewed zeal, to the iateresta of this 
child of their adoption. In the cowrae of 1797, we find on the 
minutes of Redstone Presbytery, no less than three noticea 
ahout it — first at their meeting at Fairfield, April 18, 1797. 
"The Committee appointed, at our last meeting, to assist the 
Preshyteiy of Ohio in an examination of the students, and 
an inquiry into the state of the Academy at Canonsburg, 
broiight in their report, which was read and adopted." Then 
at Ihinlap's Greek, June 28, 1797. And also recommended 
contributions by their next meeting, " finding that the Acad- 
emy at Canonsburg labors under very great difficulties, from 
want of some pecuniary aid." Again, at Rehoboth, October 
IS, 1797, they repeat the i-ecommendation to raise contribu- 
tions, and iippoint an examining committee. Lastly, at 
Pigeon Crocli:, December 26, 1797, the Presbytery of Oliio 
reiterate tlie same call for aid to the funds of the Academy. 
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OHAPTEE ni. 

THE ACADEMY BECOMING A COLLEGE. 
Trnstess and OtEoei's— Anutlier Potidon to Leg^slaturo— Jiidge Edgar — 
PrssUytery of Sedstono — Old Mr. Fatlersoa's aoooimt of Aoademj in 1798 
— Boles and Eegul^oug — Colansl Canon's deatli and chamctoi' — Legislii- 
Uts aid— Now MoTement to get College Charter — Act of Tniateos, abont 
eondltioue of praathing In Aoaderay — Members added to tJio Booieties — 
ChangB of Conetitntion in 1798— Nnmea of Tmatoes— Chartet of Jefferson 
College, in 1802— Why oalled after Mr. Jeffeiiaon— Good rooaons tot the 
iiamo — How Trustaea— Nsw Rules — Mr. Watson, 1st PresidBnt; his 
death and oharaeter — Mt: 3ttnlap eleotod Prsaidani; hia oharMtw. 

We are now entering upon a period fraught with, facts and 
moitlents of no leas interest, in their bearing upon the char- 
acter and prospects of the rising Academy and future College 
than those of any previous period. The trustees, at their first 
meeting this year, in April, elected Judge M'Dowell, Presi- 
dent, and Craig Bitehie, JEsq., Clerk. The Board also 
appointed Dr. M'Millan, President of the Acadetni/. This 
seems to have been merely an honorary office, at this time, 
and not requiring anything further than a general snpervisioa 
of the institution. It may also be noted, that at the samo 
meeting, they resolved they would, thenceforward, begin and 
close their sessions with prayer. This pious resolution, with 
all serious minds, will satisfactorily account for the eminent 
wisdom and judgment which guided most of their subsequent 
deliberations. They also fised Professor Miller's salary, at 
this time, at ^100; and as the income then was not sufficient 
to make up this sum, the trustees, themselves, pledged vai-ioua 
amounts, from =£10 to £&, as a loan, to he afterwards refunded. 
(45) 
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Dr. M'Millan stands at the head of tlie list, for £10. MeBsra. 
Patterson, Hughs, Mooro, Marquis, and D. Smith for from 
£6 to £A; and Messra. Allison, Edgar and Eitchie, £3 each. 
At their October meeting they appointed Messrs. Findley, 
Edgar and Kitehie, a committee to draught auotter petition 
and memorial to the State Legislature, for pecuniary assist- 
ance to- the iustitution; whicli was afterwards reported and 
adopted, and being signed by the President, Judge M'Dowell, 
was committed to the Hon. "William J'indley, Judge M'Dow- 
ell, and John Wright, Esq., to he forwarded by them to tho 
Legislature. This petition, differing materially from the 
former one in its object, contains some new items of interest, 
and some arguments TCry forcibly put, and will repay a 
perusal. It is aa follows : 

"To ike Senate and House of Representatives of the GoTti- 
monweall?t of Pennsylvania, in General Assembh/ met : — 
The memorial and petition of the Academy and Library 
Company, of the town of Oanonsfeurg, in the county of 
"Washington, respectfully ahoweth- — That the said Academy 
and Library was originated and carried on by the attention 
and at the expense, chiefly, of a few public spirited citizens, 
residing in the town and vicinity of Canonaburg, and that, 
owing to the convenience of accommodation, the low price of 
boarding, and the care that haa been taten to provide suitable 
teachers, this institution has been very beneficial in promoting 
the education of youth. In the course of a few years past, 
twenty-one young men, who are now employed in tho profes- 
Mons of divinity, law and medicine, received the rudiments of 
their education at this school; nine others have also completed 
their classical education, and are pursuing the studies requi- 
site to qualify them for one or other of the learned profes- 
sions. Thirty-two are at present employed in learning the 
languages, and acquiring the knowledge of the Mathematics 
and Natural Philosophy. One master, and assistant, are 
employed in teaching the learned languages, and another 
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teacJiCTj tlie other branches. Each of the masters has haA a 
regular and extensive education; and they are men of fair 
character. The tuition money for teaching the languages, 
though the charge is moderate, is nearly sufficient to defray 
ihe expense of that pait of inatruction. But the profits 
arising from teaching the mathematics and natural philo- 
Bophy, come far short of the expense, though the teaching 
of them is indispensable to tho institution. We trust 
we are warranted in saying, that the said Academy has been 
more successful, notwithstaiiding the want of public aid, 
than any or ail of the other institutions in tho western coun- 
ties of Pennsylvania. Permit us to add that there is a con- 
venient house erected for the purpose, at the personal expeMe 
of the trustees, with tho assistance of private contrihutionaj 
but the Library is so small as to be wholly insufficient for the 
purpose. Prom this view of the situation of the Academy 
and Library, of which we arc trustees, we hope that the 
Legislature will, in pursuance of the powers vested in them 
by the Constitution, be convinced of the propriety of granting 
Huch assistance to this institution, as they, in their wiadtm, 
shall judge proper. They will, no douht, think with us, thit 
it will be a public injury to suffer it to peiish, ifter hiving 
been productive of so much good, and having its ohaiactei 
for usefulnesa so well established. We ire also suffici ntly 
warranted in Haying, that no place in Penuaylvania a&irds 
cheaper accommodations for students, and that the situation la 
central to all the western counties, and very httle exposed to 
public resort, or such amusements as have a tendency to coi- 
up L morals of young men, or divert them from their 
a n We further assure the Legislature, that if public 

ass s not given, the institution cannot be carried on to 

ad n nor the library be rendered competent. We heg 

te that petitions in behalf of this Institution, and 
a Bill, read the second time, for granting assistance to it, are 
on the files of a former Assembly. Hoping that the Legisla- 
ture will enable the Trustees to support an Institution which 
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has already been produetive of so much good, at the chai-ge 
of a few pufcUe spuited citizens, your petitioners, as in duty 
bound, will ever pray, &c. 

"Signed, 
"JOHN M'DOWELL, President. 
" Attested by the Secretary." 

The 3^ustees ^ain adTsnoed, on individual loan, Taj'ions 
8uma, as before, to secure the oontinued sei'vicea of Professor 
MiUer. They also elected Judge Edgar President of the 
Board, for the ensuing year, and adopted a variety of by-lawB 
for their own benefit. Nothing further as to the doings of 
the Trustees seems to claim, attention at this time. Mr. 
Patterson says, as to this period: "The Academy appears 
to flourish under the tuition of Messrs. Watson and Hughs. " 
Again, October 24, 1798 : "This morning I am setting out 
to attend the examination at Canonsburg. It isospeoted that 
-Mr. Watson wiU continue at the Academy, where the power 
of Grod yet appears among the students." Again, the nest 
day: "Canonsburg Institution here is truly useful." The 
Philo Literary Society, report as belonging to the year 1798, 
tlie following additional regular members ; " The Rev. Reed 
Breeken, Pa., Eev. James Robinson, Rev. Robei'tM'Garragh, 
Rev. Alexander Boyd, Thoa. Vincent, Caleb Baldwin, John 
Kndley." The Franklin Literary Socia^, for the same 
period, the following: "The Eev. Messrs. Andrew M'Don- 
ald, Nicholas Pittinger, Smiley Hughs, Wm, Neil, D. D., 
Es-President Dickinson College, Pa., Daniel Milliken, James 
Ramsey, D. D., Ex-Professor Hebrew, Jefferson College, and 
Messrs, Wm. Hartley, Thos. M'GiiFen, Esq., Washington, 
Pa. ; Hon. Geo. Toi-rence, Cincinnati, Ohio ; George Paul, and 
Wm. Jones. 

In the following year, the Tinistees adopted some excellent 
regulations, in regard to the course of insti-uction. Tbey 
prescribed a curriculum of studies, which they would require, 
in order to socttre their final Latin certificatie . Thoy prescribed, 
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aa to the Latin course, 1)6311163 the common introductory books, 
"the thres first books of ' Sehcfae epro/anis, ' six books of 
Ovid, the Eclogues and Oeorgies of Virgil, and the first six 
AeneJds; all Bm-ace, and the Orations of Gicero. Then, in 
the Greek, the usual parts of the Greeh New Testament. 
Tho first four Books of Scnophoa's Cyropsedia, and four 
Books of Homer's Iliad. In Mathematics, " the whole of 
Arithmetic." "The first six books of Euclid's Elements" 
" Simpson's Algebra " to the 50th problem, or the equivalent 
in some other author. "Trigonometry, Surveying, Martin's 
Natural Philosophy, Aat my nd U j, phy mp ' 'ng 
the use of the Globes.' Al Eh t L g ul M 1 
Philosophy." But they ddntp bth th tb 

studied in these brH,nch Thi uns th p b d w 11 

give us some idea of th t t f d t a 1 t ng th n 
attempted. Though vynf nm pt In 

deed, altogether wanting us 1 ran h t n n w 

considered essential to th h. 11 urs t w n 

ertheless suited to thosi tm d tainlj 1 1 df n 

dation of scholarship, ^h h n y w ft w d 

matured to a degree of tt nm nt n n p t nf t 

the liberal education atta n hi nywh n unt y at 

that period. We believe there were as large a proportion of 
respectable suholara prepared and trained in this way, (Aew as 
now. The Latin certificate ran in this form : 

"Prreses et Curatores Acadcmiae Canonsburgienaia, omni- 
bus et singulis, literas lecturis, Salutem in Domino. Notum 
sit, A. B , artibua liberalibus, in hac Academia, datis operam 
dedisae, et haram ejus peritiam examine aocurato esse appro- 
batam, eujus noraina nostra hnic membranse, subscripta sint 
testimonium. 

"Datum Aoadomiae Cauoa, "Nomina Presidia, 

"Oeta,vo Kalendarum Nov. "et 

" Anno Domini — " " Curatorum. 
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The Trustees iesolTed aLo to mention publicly the names 
of such, studenta as were jemoi-kdble for their in^iustry and 
aw, 11 icy, dud ilso those who ehould he marked for tlieit in- 
dolence "ind deficiency, at eyery public esaminBtion. And at 
every Tall EKamination they deteimined to deaignafe four 
students, whom they shill think most descrying, n& accurate 
diligent schilai", two of them being of the Mathematical 
&lIioo1 the other twj of tL L g whieh sUidenta, in 

the ordei m which they sh II b m nt n d by the Trustees, 
as meritoiiou", ^hiU hav th p 1 ge of cbooaing their 
place? of speaking on the d y f } bl exhibition, and of 
woanng honoraiy badges , ■^1 h o 1 s shall be granted 
to no other students at that t Th se regulalions, no 

doubt, cxBited a salutary nfl n n tl early days of the 
Academy At a meeting f h T u t , April 23, 1T99, 
th Boaid proceeded to Ih 1 f a T ustee, in the place 

of Col. John Canon, deceased; and the Rev. John M'Millan 
was duly elected. It is thus we inoidentaiiy learn the fact 
of the recent death of that early friend and patron of the 
Academy, whose name sliould stand high on the roll of its 
venerable founders. He lived to see that school, to which 
he was so much attached, and to the interests of which he 
devoted so much of his care and time and money, fairly on 
the way in its glorious career. * Immediately following the 
above minute, it is added : "On motion, adopted as a rule 
that any person who receives a salary from this Academy, 
shall not be a trustee." This was entered, no doubt, to show 



*"Col. Oati'm, the founder of Canonsbui'g, iras an active, iDtalligent, and 
gentlemanly man. He died ivben but little post tlifl meiidian of life ; !oav. 
iag a widow and seTCral oliiiaren, Mrs. Canon waa regarded aa the lady of 
the place, and deaervedlj ; fov siis was eminent!? pious, friendly, and gen- 
erona. Herhonae vss ILe seat of hoapitalitj, the favorite lesort oi Christian 
miniatflFB, and aeriona studenta. Ste and all her ehildreiL aro dead, eiocpt 
Mrs. Patterson, widow of the late Bey. a. Patforflon, a lady of c|uiei worth, 
and attractive aooial iinulLties, "—Dr. A'ein m Pi-es. Mag. F^b. 18i7, yo^e ST. 



i..,G00^lf 



i ACADEMY EECOHINO A COLLEGE, 51 



that T>r. M'Millan'a election, thoagh nominally Principal of 
ths Academy, yet, as he received no salary, was anesception- 
ahle ; and could not, therefore, be made a precedent for & 
a similar election of a member of the Faculty, unless he was 
merely an honorary member. 

The ensuing year, 1800, was signalized in tho history of 
the Institution, by a Legislative grant of $1,000 ; which, no 
donbt, though long deferred, was most seasonable ; and for 
awhile relieved the Academy from pressing embarrassments. 
Besides discharging sevei-al debts, it enabled the Trustees to 
make repairs and alterations of their house, and to purchase 
a small supply of Philosophical Apparatus. It is worthy of 
notice, also, that the trustees, with scarcely an esoeption, 
threir up their claims for the several sums they had loaned 
the Institution. Though they were almost all of them in 
very moderate circumstances, they were a noble, public-spir- 
ited set of men, who willingly made great sacrifices for the 
Academy, Their names should be had in everlasting remem- 
brance. A movement was now made (in October, 1800) to 
get the Academy converted into a College. The appropriation 
which they had received from the Legislature, encouraged 
them to make the effort. They accordingly appointed Messra. 
JI'Miilan, Allison, Cook, and Kitchie to draft a petition for 
this purpose. Their memorial is not on record ; but we can 
well conceive, from their former petitions, what was its general 
drift. It was not, however, granted the ensuing winter. Not 
till January 15, 1802, did the General Assembly pass that 
important act. In the meantime, though little of importance 
occurred in the history of the Academy, during its short 
rcmMiiing existence, we may note a few things. One item that 
now appears rather amusing, is that, in October, 1800, the 
Trustees passed an order, " That no minister be permitted to 
preach in the Academy, except those of the Presbyterian or 
Seceding denominations; and the latter only upon their pay- 
ing one dollar for each day they are permitted to use it. " At 
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this distant period, we atould not be hasty in forming oar 
judgments of tlie character of this measure. Such a rule, 
were it now adopted, would bring down, upon tho Board the 
charge of being intolerant bigots. Yet, without any want of 
Christian liberality, these good men of those days might have 
found it necessary to protect the Academy from Sectarian 
attempts at forward and impudent intrusion, to tho great an- 
noyance of the place, andinteitupticu of the regular exercises 
of the school. We know, fiom the earlier history of many 
sects, which are now not geneiallj ehii lotenzed by extrava- 
gant irregularities, that the most bia/en iated impudence was 
sometimes practiced. We have no doubt the rule of the 
trustees was, for those times, wise and seasonable, and sustained 
by the good sense and general approbation of the community. 
Old Mr. Patterson jotted down in his Diary, for this period, 
" Elisha Macurdy writes, ' our school is in a much better situa- 
tion than formerly.'" During the last three years of the 
Academy, namely, 1799, 1800, 1801, there was a class of 
young men in attendance, that, in respect to their solid worth, 
and future distinguished usefulness and influence in various 
waits of life, wero not exceeded by any similar number from 
any other college in the United States. The Franhlin So- 
ciety enrolled, during these years, the Rev. Messrs. Clement 
Valandingham, James Gilleland, James R. Wilson, D. D., 
Cincinnati, Ohio, and OiJbert M'Master, D. B., Cincinnati, 
Ohio; and Messrs. Ethan Baldwin, Esq., George Bird, Esq., 
Bedford, Pa.; Nathaniel G-iffin, Esq,, John White, M. D., 
Abraham Carmichael, John M'Donald, Esq., Pittsburgh; Jo- 
seph Patterson, Esq., Washington Parkinson, Daniel Heisler, 
Esq., John Bell, John St. Clair, Anthony Rollins, David 
Young, Andrew Shannon, David Allerater, Samuel Jenkins, 
Bliezer Jenkins, Matthew Williams, and Joseph Dunlap, 
The Pkilo Sockty, during the same time, claimed the follow- 
ing list: The Eev. Messrs. Thos. Marquis, Cyrus Higga, 
John Harshe, James Boyd, James Scott, Moses Allen, John 
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Eea, I>. D., and Abraham Scntt ; and Messrs. Jolin Cameron, 
Jiinea Tiylor "Marcu" Ha^lm Charles Moorland, laaao Cow- 
den, Jolia PurnaBce Jimes Blackstone, Dayid Drenaao, 
Ciiwford White, iiobert Gordon, Jamea Wilson, Betgamin 
B yd, James Ounningh im, James Hoge, James Carr, Peter 
Ho's, Joieph Colwell, James Walker, Rev. Thomas Hunt, 
Jihn Creatnn Benjamin Woods, A. Thompson, John Van- 
dyke, James Ve-iet, William M'Millan, Jr., Rey. Messrs, Al- 
exander Murriy, <vnd Jamea Culhertson, D. J)., Jared Smith, 
and Josnh Scott These names have not always the proper 
designation attached to them For instance, Andrew Shan- 
n n, James Cunningham, ind James Hoge, we think were 
ministers of thego'ipel, thelast, the Key. James Hoge, D.D., 
of Oolurnhns, Ohio, tht Presbyterian Apostle of Ohio, who, 
fliiugh he did not graduate at Canonsburg, but perhaps at 
H^mpdfn Sidney College, m Virginia, was a student, for 
somi- time, at Jeifersou College. Seyeial of the above named 
persons became eminent, in yarious professional and ciyil sta- 
tnns Jeffersin College, mher palmiest days in aftor years, 
nted nevei be ailnmed of her Academical history. We have 
thought the introduction of these names of students of the 
ill A>.a<lemy ytonld he interesting to many, especially as but 
few of them oc^ur m the College catalogue, (which will be 
found m our Appendix ) as that catalogue begins with the 
dat of the Infif itution when it became a College. 

We baye now iciclied i yeiy important era in the history 
of this Instituti n It was about to emerge from its erysalis 
stite It was about tj assume the loftier name, and more 
rommandmg position ot a Ctllege. It had, indeed, passed 
thiough an impoitant change m 1798. Amendments to its 
oonatilution, affecting consi ler^hle changes, were secured by 
I new charter The truiteea were no longer, under the new 
ehaiter, elected innuaUy, but f i life, and when vaoanciea 
ore irred by deith or otherwise, the corporate trustees elected 
others to supply thp ■\acancy In other words, it became a 
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close corporation. The nuralDer of t: 
twenty-one. Of these we find thiit thirteen were clergymea, 
and eight, laymen, although there was no provision in the 
constitution designating the proportion, as was afterwai'da 
tlie case in the College charter. * An application, it will bo 
remembered, had heen made hy the Trustees to the Legisla- 
ture, in 1796, that if they were about to establish a college 
west of the mountains, as they, the trustees, understood sucli 
a law was ia forwardness, the previous year, for that purpose, 
they, the Legislature, would have due regard to the claims of 
Canonshurg, as a convenient place, and po^essing other local 
advantages, &c. But it has been seen that this movement 
failed. They now resumed under better auspices, their efforts 
with the Legislature, to get a charter for a college. Accord- 
ingly, an Act was passed, January 15, 1802, establishing a 
college at Canonsburg, to be called Jefferson, Qollege. Who 
had given it this name, whether the Trustees, iu their petition, 
or whctlier the Legislature, as some have supposed, is not 
clearly ascertained. The memorial to the Legislature is not 
on record. Nor have we access to the Journal and papers on 
file, of the Legislature at Hairisburg. f But it is immaterial. 
It may have been deemed a highly politic measure to secure 
the success of the petition, with that Democratic Assembly, 
and also to render their eoUege popular throughout the West. 
No name was more respected by the gi'eat body of the people 
in Western Pennsylvania, than the name of Mr. Jefferson. 



=> ThB following ara tho names of thoss veneralile men wlio ware Truateea 
of Uie Aoaderaj from 1798 to 1802 : The Bev. Messrs. Jamca Power, James 
Dunlap, Join M'Pharrin, Daidd Smitii, William Swan, John SmlHi, John 
Riddle, Joseph Patterson, ThoB. Marqaia, James Hughs, Boyd Meroor, 
Thos. Moor, Samoel BsJston, Wm. Pinillej, Esq., John Wright, Esq., Rotert 
Galhridth, Esq., Jamea Edgar, John M'Dowell, Jp.mes Allison, John Cnnon, 
and Croig Ritchie. 

t An unavailing seaich on this point has beon made at Harrieburg. 
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He had been inducted into tlie office of President of tte tJni- 
ted Stat«a, in MaroU, 1801. His admini strati on, for some 
time, was like a continued ovation. The party wlio had tri- 
umphantly home him forward to this high station, were in 
the utmost state of exultation. To call this first college in 
the West, this firat seat of science in the Valley of the Mis- 
sissippi, after this idol of the people, would ha thought, on 
all sides, moat felicitous. It might have been sincerely 
thought by the Trustees a compliment to Mr. Jefferson, which 
he deserved. Possibly William Findley, Esq., who thenrep- 
resented a largo portion of Western Pennsylvania in Congress, 
a Trustee of the Academy, and a warm political partizan of 
Mr. Jefferson, may have led the Trustees to adopt this name ; 
and may have suggested that a diyaceur might be given by 
Mr. Jefferson for the compliment, or he might help them by 
testamentary provision. Gen. Washington had, oaly a year 
or two before, left by his will a noble beqaest, in James Kiver 
stocks, to Washington Academy, in Vir^nia, that very insti- 
ttttion that had sprang from the action cf the Synod of Vir- 
ginia, when the Synod took measures to found two seminaries, 
one in Boekbridge county, Virginia, and the other in Wash- 
ington county, Pennsylvania. What so proper, in every way, 
as that the Institution which bad, in a great measure, owed 
its eariier life to the action of the Synod, should become Jef- 
ferson OoUsge, now that the other school of the Synod had 
taken the name of Washington? When we tate into view 
all the circumstances we have now mentioned, we are not sur- 
prised that this old Presbyterian Institution should take the 
name of the man who, to the day of his death, disliked Yir- 
ginia Presbyterians, and apprehended their opposition to his 
Virginia TJniverdty, (the child and the glory of his old age,) 
more than all other sources of annoyance, to his plana of 
building up a great seat of science, where Chriatianity should 
be ignored. This apprehension from Presbyterian opposition 
to his schemes ,he acknowledged to his infidel friend, I>r. 
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Cooper, of Soutli Ciivolina.* Dr. Brown, in his unpublished 
"Life of Dr. M'Millao," thus remarks about the name of 
our college ; " It das been a matter of surprise and regret, 
that an institution, founded in piety and prayer, and profess- 
edly designed to be d d to g n h Ji he name 



TiQfls to his oounlry, i aa d an 

au^oreliip of tho "Deo ti Ind 

"Billof RighU/'hiseff ta th 

Bjtopathy for suffering h mtui h te' 

BgiunsI) nil privileged o d ra d n 

fiapeoially his opposition to the unrighteous e; 

ernmeut, irhicli boil prodnoed ao mnch miaer; and diaaster in Western Fenn- 

Bjlvonia, aesmed raallj to entitle him to the oomplimeat of having the first 

college in the Valley of the Mississippi called by hie name. Again, if he 

nus the author and originator of the Ordinance of ITST, establishing the 

his country, and oapociolly to the West, ho doseci'ad to have his name 
Btamped indelibly on the first seat of ecicnce nest of tho Biountains. Tha 
followingatatement will bo found in tho How York OliseiTer, June 28, ISSS, 
headed 

" Youi' last issue etiLls atlenUon to the lact that the Congress of 'ii, dis- 
tribnted three bundi'ed copiee of the norks of Thomas Jeffei'son, nmong sev- 
eral ooUoges and othar literary instltutionB ; and that theaa worlds contain 
infidel sentlmenta. tt is much to he regretted that the author of tho Dacla- 
raUon of Independence should have ever entertained or pHMiahed 'iiifidcl 
Beutimenta.' We cannot deny the fact. He so idenUfied himsalf witli Infi- 
delity, nhile be held exaltad positions — and bis expceesed opinions to the 
worid ware such, as to leave no donbt of the fact, that the Patriot, Scholar, 
and Statesman, waa at one time an avonod iniidel. Eut there is one litUe 
ciroumatance in the history of Jefferson, «bicb I do net think is genaially 
known. It is this : — In his old age, nban he had retired ko the qniet scenes 
ot Montjeello, be visited one Sabbath, a country churoh ; it happened to be 
communion day, and when the invitation irna given to the oommunicants to 
oome forward and partake of the sacred elements, Ihia man, who had given 
the influence of his high name towards axtinguisliing the light of Ohriati- 

ward, and maokly kneeling at Uio altar, received those precious remem- 
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of one, wiio, though diatinguiahed and honored justly, as a 
philosopher and stateamau, an advocate of the principles of 
liberty, yet must be acknowledged to have been an infidel, a 
deist, if not an atheist, and a bitter opposer of the Christian 
religion. It must, however, be recollected that the principles 
of Mr. Jefferson, at that time, wore not fully developed, aa 
afterwards. Occasional rumors, respecting his opposition to 
religion, were disbelieved and denied. It caunot otherwiee 
be supposed that these Trustees and conductors of the Insti- 
tution would have consented to such a name." But it is a 
matter of small account. " De miimmt's noii curat lex." 
" A rose, by any other name, would smell as sweet. " One 



brancoa of the death of Christ, which afford so much eomfurt to believers. It 
is something wrested frotQ the powers of darkness to hnow that a man of Joffer- 
aou'a mind and ficmoess of uliocaotei', stoidd respond to an invitation like 
the MloiYing : 

" 'Te that do tiuly and earnestly repent of joht sins, and are in love and 
charity with your neighbors, and infsud to lead a new life, following (ii9 
eomnjaQdmentE of God, and walking ffom henoefotth in his holy ways; 
draw neiir with failk, and take this holy sn/inunent to your oomforti and 
make i/our hurnbln coK/esaiott to Almighty God, meekly kneeling upon your 

"I hare this fact from a minislorof the Methodiat Episoopol Ohureh, now 
over throo-score joars of ago, who was bom, raiaod, and spent the greater 
portion uf his life in Virpiiia. If loy reoolleotion of our interview is cor- 



" Some of Jefferson's old manuaoripts were published, I bfllieve, aftar his 
decease, by na infidel relative. Is there not soma reason to holievo that ha 
would hayo rBtiact«d them publicly, bad he lived a little longer? 

"J. W. K. 

" Rac&e«eac&, N.J.,Jum 16, 1865." 

■We have no oonfldenoe in this whole story; and are very sure it would 
not only be disorodited in tTftai-foftem^is, but would be regarded as refleoUng 
no honor upon the oharaetec of Mr. Jefferson, who, however much he admired 
Voltaire, and had his bnat in ftill view of his dying oyes, would not taTfl 
imilotfld biia in receiving the saorament But wo give the account for what 
it is worth, unwilling to withhold anything that may be alleged in Mr. Jof- 
feraon's behalf. 
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of tbo names of Hampden. Sidney College, a thorough Pres- 
byterian school, ia the name of an infidel, if we may rely on. 
the testimoay of Bishop Buinet. One of our Western col- 
leges is called after Fraiiklin, and he was hardly a Chrisl.ian, 
though we would not call him an infidel. 

The Board of Trustees that were recognized in the chatter 
of the College consisted of thefollowingpersona : The Rev. 
Messrs. John M'Millan, Joseph Patterson, Thos. Marquis, 
Samuel Ralston, John Black, James Power, James Dunlap, 
John M'Pherrin ; and Messrs. James Edgar, John M'Daniel, 
James Allison, William Findley, Craig Ritchie, John Ham- 
ilton, Joseph Vance, Robert Mahon, James Kerr, Aaron 
Lejle, Alesandor Cook, John Mercer, and William Hughes. 
In the original charter eleven constituted a quorum ; after- 
wards the number was reduced to seven. A large majority 
of them met on the 27th of April, 1802, and continued in 
session, with the usual adjournments, for three days. Before 
they entered upon business, they tciok the oath prescribed by 
the Act; which is in the following form: "You and each 
of you do solemnly swear, that you will support the Consti- 
tution of the United States of America, and of this State, 
and that you will, with fidelity, perform the duties of a trus- 
tee of Jefferson College. " * Judge Edgar, being one of the 
judges of the court for Washington county, administered the 
oath to the trustees, who were present, and then Judge Vance 
administered the oath to him. Dr. M'Millan was chosen 
President of the Board, and Craig Ritchie, Esq., Clerk. 
Messrs. Dunlap, M'PheiTin, and Ralston, were appointed a 
committee to arrange the number of classes which should be 
in the College, and the studies proper for each class ; and to 
report the following day. Accordingly, their report was 
received, and, after debate, and some alterations, was adopted. 
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The following is tlie substance of it : " The Faculty shall 
ooasiat of 1st., a, President or Principal, who ia also to be 
Profesaor of Moral Philosophy, Bhetoric, Logic, &c. 2d. A 
Professor of Divinity. 3d. A ProfeBSOr of Mathematies and 
Natural Philosophy. 4th. That the Languages shall he 
taught, as hitherto, by the Proftssor. 5th, That the Mathe- 
matics be taught, till the Fall, in the manner hitherto, in the 
Academy, by the Professor. 6th. That the Professor of 
Moral Philosophy, teach all who would wish to apply to it, 
Logio, Khetovic, Geography, &C. 7th. That, in the Fall, all 
who, by attending through the session on the Institution, 



shall sustai 
Mathemati 
Metaphysi 
shall 



a esami nation on the Laoguages, Geography, 
es. Natural and Moral Philosophy, Rhetoiic, Logic, 
■sies, Roman and G-reek Antiquities, and History, 
8th. That the Rules and Regulations 
hitherto adopted for the good conduct of the students in the 
Academy, shall be continued in force till Fall. 9th. That 
each student shall pay his tuition a quarter in advance. " 
The Trustees farther agreed that they would now mention 
what classes they designed to constitute, and the studies of 
each ; so that the students may, through the Summer, be 
making preparation for the class into which they design to 
enter. They also determined to support a Grammar School, 
or Preparatory Department, in which the usual elementary 
books in the Languages were to be used; and also Arithme- 
tic, Composition, English Grammar, and speaking Orations 
were to be attended to. They prohibited the use of transla- 
tions of the Classics. They adopted a general plan of three 
classes. The first class were to read Horace, Cicero's Ora- 
tions, Xenophon, Homer, Longinus, together with the study 
of Greek, and Roman Antiquities, Geography, and some parta 
of Algebra. The second class, to be styled the Mathematical 
Class, were to finish Algebra, and study Euclid's Elements, 
Practical Geometry, Natural Philosophy, Rhetoric and Lec- 
tures on History. The third dais, to be styled tbe Pbilo- 
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sopliical Class, were to study Logic, Moi'al Philosophy, and 
Metapiiyaics, and a careful Eeview of the Languages, and of 
the aforementioned arts and sciences. A strict attention to 
Composition and to speating Orations was to be given by the 
students, in all the classes. Two years' connection with the 
College, and a sustained examination on all the above studies, 
were made the condition of a Diploma. 

The Board then elected by ballot, the Eev. John Watson 
as Principal, and Professor of Moral Philosophy ; Dr. M' Mil- 
Ian, as Professor of Divinity, and Mr. /Samuel Miller, Profes- 
sor of Mathematics, Natural Philosophy, and Geography. 

As Dr. M'Millan could not remain a trustee, and at the 
same time become a member of the faculty, he resigned his 
seat in the Board, and Judge Edgar was chosen President of 
the Board in his place. President Watson was a)so appointed 
Professor of Languages, and he and Judge M'Dowell were 
appointed to prepare a system of laws and regulations for the 
College, and report them at the next meeting. The Board 
ordered a College seal to be prepared, with a device of "a 
figure of a Principal presenting a Diploma to a student, Jef- 
ferson College in Latin, round the bottom, and this motto, 
'Deojuvanfe omnia posswrnus,' round the top;" to be ready 
by neit commencement. 

The Bev. Dr. M'Millan was appointed Principal during the 
absence of Mr. Watson. Mr. Watson's salary was fixed at 
£150, he to provide his Tutors at his c 
Miller's salary was £100. The Rev. Thos. Moore w 
a trustee in place of Dr. M'Millan. 

The College now commenced its new and brilliant career. 
Great expectations were excited, especially under the antici- 
pated administration of that extraordinary son of genius, the 
Eev. John Watson. But these anticipations were soon to 
meet with a sad disappointment, occasioned by the early death 
of that gifted man. He did not live more than three or four 
months after he regularly entered upon his work. His death 
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occui-red November 30tli, 1802 Tliis muurnfui event threw 
a sombre hue over the iiaing prospects of Jeffersou College. 
It was a heavy aJflictiou to the sf udents, the (lustces, and the 
citizens, and. espei-iiilj ti his veneiable fatlici in law, Dr. 
M'Millan.* 

"Qda atrepitus eiica comituml 
Sed nox atra edput tristi eircumvolat umbri 
Oatondunt tbriia Irnnc tantum. lata, neque ultra 
Esse sineBt " 



« Tho flee. John WatioR waBa Hstire of Woalorn Ponnsylvania, aaBcendea 
ftora poor, but respectftble parants, both of wiitim diad when Lo was about 
nine yanrs of age, leaving him a helpless nni dependent orpliaii. A MBnd 
of hja father's, who kept a tavern and a. reiaSl store, reoeiveri him into his 
family, and with a vievf to moke him useful to him in his hHsineaa, instructed 
him in wjiting and aiithmotlo. Ha oarlr discovered afondnaaa for reading, 
and sought to indulge hio tastes by a parnsal of every book within his reach. 
As the lady of tha house was a novel reader, aod had many of this sort of 
books, she was obliged to keep her book ease looked to prevent his aoaess to 
tbaio. Whan he was ahoutelavan or twelve years of aga, acopy of thaSpee- 
tntor foil into bis hands, which be mod with great delight The Latin sen- 
tences profiled to tho various numbers gave him much trouble, and eicited 
ivilhin him an eai-nast desire to beoome acqnaintsd with that language. Tb6 
only means wiCiin his reaoh of attaining bis olgeet, was a copy of Horaoe, 
and an old mutilated Latin Diotionary. With these, however, he went to 
work, and by dint of applioation, and without a teacher or a grammar, ha 
acquired eonaiderable knowledge of that difficult author. Many of tha boura 
which others gave to eieep, he devoted to study. One night, tha lato Judge 
Addison, who lodged at the eame hotel, upoa retmning to his lod(^nga at a 
late hour, after the family had retired to raatj found young Watson diligently 
engaged in reading Horace, by the light of the iire. Being nmoh pleased 
and interested with the lad, Addison promised him that, on his return, at the 
nest term of the court, be would furnish him with more snitable hooks tbr 
the attainment of a knowledge of the Latin. This promise was not forgot- 
ten by the Judge, bat at tho tdnio fixed upon, he carried with him tho books, 
and delivered them into the bands of his young acquaintance, who had been 
looking for thom with much impatienoe, His pleasure on receiving them 
waa very great. "Never," said be, "did I espcrienoe a more joyful 
moment. " His studies heing now greatly facilitated, he made rapid pro- 
gress. Although he aonliuued bis labors at the oonuter and in the bar-room. 
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Tet the College, during its first aeasion, in 1802, made a 
very auspicious beginning of its future glorious course. The 
students were, with few esceptions, joung men of great prom- 
ise, who, in after life, were eminently useful and successful 
men. There were some who were alumni, during the previ- 
ous year, and part of the present year, though tiiey did not 
graduate * at Jeffersoa College. Among these may be men- 
tioned the Eev. John Johnston, of Newburg, New York, a 
man of great worth and eminent usefulness, who has long 
occupied a high place among his brethren of that State. Also 
the Bev. Dr. James Hoge, of Columbus, Ohio, the Apostle 



he onLpIoyed every leisure moment in the study of tlie claasios, and finally 
became an ncaomplished LatJu and Creek scholar. When nineteen yean 
of ngo, through the influonco of Dr. M'Millaa, irho hud beoome acquunted 
with him, he waa appointed Tutor in Cflnonahiirg Academy, in nhich situa- 
tion he remained about eighteen months. At the expiviiELon of that period, 
he ontBrod the CoIIobb of New Jersey, where he was euatained in part by 
Dr. M'Millan, and whore ha was graaunied, A. D. Iffl?. Re stuaied tho- 
ology with Dr. M'Millan, and waa lioenaod hj the Prcabjterj of Ohio, at 
Cross Creek, Ootoher IJ, 1!B8, and ordained at Millsr*8it«n, Juno 2fl, 1800. 
He WHS elected President of Jefferson College, August 29, 18(12, and was 
the firat Proaident under the charter. He died NoTember 30th, 1802, only 
three months after hia aoesaaion to the Presidency. He was mairied to Mar- 
garat^ the second daughter of Dr. M'Millan. Ey a romarkablo coineidenee, 
he and the Eev. Wm. Moorflhead were mairiod to sisioi-a, by their &ther-in- 
law, on the game day, look aiok on the aame day, died on the same day, and 
wore buried in the same grave, in the burying gronnd belonging to the con- 
gregation of Chartiera. Mr. Wataon was a man of unusual endowmenta. 
The Bflv. Dr. Jotn Bea, one of hia pupils, to whom we are indebted for 
moat of these foots, soys; "He possessed a mind pnre, vigorous, and 
enlightened. He could unfold his ideas to others in langua^ simple, clear, 
forcible, and not unfreqnenlly eloqusni Ha waa amiable in his disposition, 

piety. He waa ostoamad by all who knew him, and beloved by nil his atn- 
dente, by many of whom he will be elieriahad in remembranoo as long as 
memory remains. "— &■. Etltot^i Life of Mactirdy, App. p. 281. See abo 
Ohapler 8, of this book, /of Dr. Brovm\ Sketch of Mr. Watson. 

*Thi3 mode of expression, and not "was graduated," we find now 
adopted by the Foreign Beviews, and good writers in our own cooniry. 
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of Preabjteriauism ia that Stote — a maa of giant intellect 
and aident piety, wiiose services in tlie cause of religiou and 
liuiiianitj, liuve rendered iiis name familiar in every part of 
our knd. At the Fall Comm«noemeat, Wm. M'MiUan, 
(afterwards tbe Eev. Wm. M'Millan, D. D., Ex-Pi'eaidcut 
of Jefferson College, and afterwards of Franklin College, 
Ohio,) Israel Pickens, (afterwards a distinguisLod lawyer and 
member of Congress, in the South, and Governorof Alabama,) 
Juhiiwn Eatwi, (afterwai'ds the Re?. Johnaon Eaton, one of 
the pioneers of Preabyterianism in North-VVestern Pennayl- 
yania,) John Rea, an eminent minister of the gospel in Ohio, 
in after life, and Eev. Bracken, afterwards, through a long 
life, a useful Presbyterian minister, graduated, receiving tlieir 
diplomas of A. B. 

The Board, at tlieir Fall meeting, elected the Rev. Samuel 
Porter, and James Allison, Esq,, as trustees, in place of the 
Ree. John Black, deceased, and Mr. A, Cooke, resigned. No 
other record is made of the death of the Rev. Mi: Black, 
but simply this incidental mention of Mr. Porter, as elected 
to supply his place. As he was the first Trustee of the Col- 
lege that died, and as ho was a man every way worthy of some 
notice, we will refer the reader to some further account of 
him in the Appendix to Dr. Elliott's Life of Macurdy. * 



""I'iieEev. JoAiiflfciei waaaDativo of Soutb Onrolino, andwaagraduntsd 
at the Collegfl of New Jeraej, in September, 1771, having enteradtlia Junior 
Class half-advanced in May of the proooding joar. Ho was litonscd to 
proaoh the gospel by the Presbytery of Donegal, Ooloher 14th, VI1Z, and on 
the 22d of June, 1771, a aall was presoatod to Preshytoty for hia minis- 
terial labors, from tho congregttHon of Upper Marfih Creek, ia Yorlt county. 
The next Fall, a call was prepared for him by the united oongregatiouB of 
Shcai-man'a Valley, nhioii be sabsequently deelined, when presented. Hav- 
ing aooepted tho call from Upper Marsh Creek, he musatdainedandinatallad 
the pnatot of that eharoh, Augaet 15, 1775. In 1758, he was sot off, irilh 
others, to form the Presbytery of Carlisle. 

" Some diffleullies having aiiaen in his oongregalion, be applied to the 
Presbytery, on the lOthof April, 1792, to hare the p[isteralrelatioudiSsolv»d. 
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The Trustees proceeded to draw np and adopt a set of rules 
and regulations for tJie gOTernment of the College. But as 
they are not materially different from those usually in force 
in public Institutionsj we will not here transcribe them. We 
observe, under the chapter " of Dress, " it is recommended to 
the students to be plain in their dress, but it is required of them 
always to appear neat, and cleanly ; and for any gross defi- 
ciency in this respect, it was made the duty of the College 
officers to admonish them. It was also recommended to every 
student of the college to possess a "Black Gown," agreeably 



Tho Prosbjlory, nfior fating the naoesBBjy atepa to have 
before them at tbeir next meetiag> adjourned to meet at Upper Mnrsk Craak 
on Ite eth day of Jnne following. At that meeting, tlie pariiea were prssent, 
and after aonie oonfetenoe between tlieni, Mr. Blaok informed tho Preabytety 
dint 'ho hnd obtniiied Bnoh eatisfaction as isdneed him to aak permiaauin to 
withdraw his application for leavo to resign his pastoral oharge. ' This 
request^ tho Presbytery 'most cordially granted.' Oq the 5th of Deoember, 
1793, honoTor, ho ronswod hia applieatioa to be roloaaed from bis pastoral 
oliargo, wbioh was granted at a Babsequant meeting of the Presbytery, oo 
tho lOth of April, 1T94. 

" From tho time of hia dismiaaioQ from Ms pastoral oharge, until tho year 
laOO, ho oieroised hia ministry chiefly in a congrogniioa of the Dutch 
Reformed Chmoh, near to Unntoi-ato-wn, in ^dams county. His labors to 
them were Teiy acoepfable and naeful, Mid he haa boon hoard to say, thfl,t 
among that plun people, he experienced more pleaaure, aa a pastor, than in 
any former part of his miniatry. Ho there found a docility — freedom ol 
spiritual communion, and oonflding attachment, by wliich they were greatly 
endeared to him. With the reasons which induoad bun to leaye them and 
reraoTe to the West, we are aot acqnaintad. Bat on tho 9th of Ootobsr, 
1300, ho obtained a dismission from Carlisle Presbytery to connect himself 
with that of Bedstone. 'With this latter Presbytery he was present aa a 
correaponding member on tba 21st of that same month, and upon the appli- 
cation of GOmmissioQers from the congi'egationa of TTnity and Greensbnrg, 
la which tho Rot. 'Williom Speer aflerwaida setfled, was appointed a stated 
supply totbeae congragaUons. He was, moreover, received as a member of 
tie Presbytery of Redstoae on the 24th of December, and continued as a 
stated supply to the congregations above named, until April 22d, 1802; wlien 
ho declined serving thom any longer, and obtained leave to travel without 
the boQuda of tbe Presbytery. It was bnt a abort time, however, until he 
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I presciibed by tie faculty ; and to make his 



appearance no where under two miles distant froi 



without hi 
mendation 
fell early 



We have never heard whether this recom- 
i attended to or not. We kaow, if it was, it 
into entire neglect, and has, we believe, never been 
revived. The rules requiring and enforcing morals, and 
attendance upon religious worship, were strict, and were, no 
doubt, enforced. The punishments were wholly of a n.oral 
hind, addressed to the sense of duty, and the principles of 
honor and shame. There were stringent rules also against 
wearing women's clothes. Howthe modem fashion of shawls, 
now worn bj many gentlemen, would have fared at Jefferson 
College, in those days, may be conjectured. The laws were 
severe also against secret clubs and combinations, &c., and 
against any annoyanoe to the people of the town, either as to 
their persons or their property. 

In the Spring of 1803, the Board elected the Sev. James 
Dutilap as Principal of the College, and successor of Mr. 
Watson, promising him £140 per annum, finding him also a 
house and garden, and he finding his own Tutors. And as 
Mr. Bunlap was thoa removed from the Board to the Faculty, 
the Eev. Mr. Riddle, of the Associate Reformed church, was 
elected a trustee in his place. 



KBa onllefl to Wa flnol reword. Ho &U3, August X6, 1S03, in (lie teioinphaiil 
eierciae of faith in the Loril Jasius Christ. On liis death-bBd, iio reqneated 
his frienda fo aing tho irth Psalm, long metre, in Watts' veraion, 'Lord, I 
am thine, ' &a. While they were engaged in this esei'cise, be united witli 
llipin in a mnnnei' whieh showed how fully his feelinga ivete in harmony 
itith the Bentimonta contiuned in thia beautiful paalm. 

" He Has a man of a high order of toloni, an abls disputant, and fond of 
mohiphysical diaquisitioos. He published a discourse in favor of a Nen 
leatamsnt Paalmodj and in reply to the E«y. Dr. Andoreon, of the Asso- 
ciate Church, trbich is said to have been niitten iritb much ability. 

"The Bev. John Black, D. D., decoased, late pastor of the Fifth Presbj- 
terian Chureh, (N. S.) I'ittaburgh, who died in Allegheny oity, February 13, 
184?, wa3 bis grmideon. "—Appendix to ElHotfa Life ofMaeard^, p. 26S. 
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At their Fall meeting, iu 1803, tlie Board passed an order 
" That any Trustee, upon his request, shall have any subsorip- 
tion paper, upon which he has collected money, inserted upon 
the Minutes of the Board, the names and sums collected," 
This seems tfl us to have been wise and right ; hut we are 
sorry to add that it mas not of any avail. Had it been duly 
attended to, it would have been useful, in affording us much 
curious and entertaining information. Almmt all the T?i-us- 
tees were more or less engaged, for many years after, in col- 
lecting funds for the college much on the same plan with that 
adopted by old Mr. Patterson. 

The graduates, that Fall, were Andrew M' Donald, Gyrvt, 
Biggs, and AUxamder Monieith, who all afterwards became 
ministers of the gospel. The Board also took measures to 
provide the Faculty with Blaok Gowns. Whether they pro- 
vided a dressing room, or wardrobe, we know not. Perhaps 
these black gowns were perquisites, which each member of 
the Faculty claimed as his own, and carried off in triumph 
ttport resigning, or retbing from ofBce. Had the gowns 
remained for successors, awkward fits in garments would have 
aometimea occurred; as when Dr. Muir, of Alesaudtia, ft 
small man, made Dr. Speece, a tall man of six feet, before he 
entered his pulpit, assume his silk gown, which fitted him 
somewhat like a hunting shirt. Students also were forbidden 
at this time to board at taverns, without express pel-mission. 

The FranMiih Society enrolled, for this year, (1803,) the 
Bev. James Patterson, Washington Robinson, John Marshall, 
George Orookham, Stephen Dod, Wm. Dunlap, John Canon, 
Hon. Jonathan Jennings, Angus Henderson, James Parkin- 
son, and Jonathan Cox. And the Phih Socidi/ report for 
this year, Samuel Oulbertsou, Rev. G-eorge Vaneman, William 
Eitehie, James Kerr, Isaac Vandyke, John Phillips, Wm. 
Donaldson, Rev, Daniel Stephens, Rev. Samuel Porter, James 
Galloway, Rev. John Reed, Rev. James Diusmore, and Sim- 
kins Ilarriman. In these two lists there were several more 
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ministers than those designated, aud several eminent physi- 
ciima and lawyers. Indeed, both catalogues need many amend- 
ments throughout, to designate the future callings of their 
respective members. 

The new President, Dr. Ihmlap, of whom some account 
will be found in the "Lifeof Maeurdy" and " Old Eedstone, " 
entered upon his important station with much to encourage 
him, in the prospects of the College. lie bad been long set- 
tled as a pastor in Dunlap's Greek congregation, Fayette 
county, to which place he had removed from the bounds of 
the New Castle Presbytery, in 1782. He was a graduate of 
Princeton College, and had litewise been employed as Tutor, 
for a short time, in that Institution. He also gave instruction 
to a few young men, principally such as had the ministiy in 
view, after his settlement at Dunlap's Creek. His acquain- 
tance with the classics was unusually accurate and extensive, 
and as a teauher of languages he excelled. He was about 
sixty years of age wben he came to Caaonsbnrg. " He contin- 
ued to exercise his ministry at Miller's Kun, five or six miles 
from the College, of which church he became pastor. He was 
somewhat recluse in his habits, of an amiable, cheerful spirit, 
but inclined to despondency- His person was smaD, his fea- 
tures pleasing, and his manners popular. His health was not 
very robust ; but his oonscientioua diligence in the discharge 
of his duties, secured him the respect and affection of the 
Trustees and students. We may have occasion to give some 
further account of him hereafter. A very large portion of 
the students, at that time, were pious, exemplary youths. A 
very extensive revival of religion, which bad begun the pre- 
vious year, prevailed throughout Western Pennsylvania, and 
many of the students shared in its blessed influence. They 
were accustomed to go in considerable numbers, with the con- 
sent of the Faculty, to various places where communions were 
held, sometimes to the distance of ten and even twenty miles. 
There was much warmth of piety among them. These excur- 
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s oni, in order to attend at "Sacraments," (as such meetingB, 
■ftlieie the Lord s Supper was usuallj administered, were then 
eommmly called,) tlie pious and serious young men performed 
on loot E^ligious conversation, and sometimes singing of 
h^mn'* beguiled the way. Many and delightful were the 
reminibctnces of these young brethren, through all their after 
h^es, of thosL ^(.asons of Christian fellowship and spiritual 
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CHAPTER IV. 

OF JEPPEESON COLLEGE FEOM 1804. 

SraduiileB of 1804— iiosa' Lotia tfTOmmar— Aocouot of Boss — Booh-case for 
ihe Sooielies; rominiscenoes aboat it^Sraduates of ISOJi nnd ISOS— 
Presbyterian imd Aisociate Presbyteries aocaaaafiilly appealed to for aid— 
Geo. Hamiliou'a success at Congress — Injanction of the Board npon Dra. 
M'Millan and Dunlap — Sraduatea of ISOS— First oommunicnUon from 
Board of Waahington College; rsBult — Dr. Ralston eboaen Preaident of 
Board — Dr. Murdook'a Beprat about conferenoa witb Washington Com- 
miKoe — Graduates of 1809— State of Pinanoes— Donlh and Character 
of Judge WXhwell — TruBteea' rnla for order of procession at oommenoe- 
ment— Description of an '• Exhibition," or College Common cement, in 
"old timea." 

There is little of any special interest to relate, in regard to 
the history of the OoJiege during thia and the following year. 
The Trustees gave to Presideot Dunlap the use and benefit 
of the lot connented with the old stone edifice, and ten pounds, 
in addition to his salary, in lieu of the house rent and garden, 
and passed an order again, that no student should board at a 
tavern ; and another that no student shall continue at college 
who is two quai'ters ia arrears. Judge M'Dowell was elected 
President of the Board, The graduates, in the Pall of 1804, 
were Daniel Stephens, who afterwards became an Episcopal 
minister, was for a few years a neighbor of the Irriter, in 
Staunton, Virginia, whence he removed to the West ; a man 
of qiiiet, blameless life, and much esteemed by his people ; 
John M" Donald, afterwards a member of the Pittsburgh bar ; 
John White, and Clement Yalandingham, a minister of the 
gospel, who lived aud labored many years in New Lisbon, 
Ohio, where he died, greatly beloved and regroted by a people, 
(69) 
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among whom Lis ministerial labors had boon eminently suc- 
cessful. The Board also elected the Eev, James Hughes, 
and the Rev. William Swann, trustees in the place of the Rev. 
Messrs. Power and M'Phorrin, resigned. The price of tui- 
tion, at this time, was fixed at six pounds per annum. Ahout 
this period, Eoss' Latin Grammar was introduced. James 
Kerr, jEsg., a trustee, who wafi also a representative of Wash- 
ington county in the State Iiegielature, had brought out with 
him four dozen of these Grrammars, then but recently pub- 
lished ; and the Trustees took them off his hands, to be sold 
to the students. It was then, and for many years after, con- 
sidered the best Grammar extant, greatly in advance of all 
its predecessors, as a useful manual for boys, beginning the 
study of the Latin language. Brooke's edition of it, we 
believe, is still in use. The author, Jamei Ross, was a grad- 
uate of Princeton College, ju the Fall of 1766— wai a good 
classical scholar. His talents lay all in that diiocfifn and 
he became a prodigy of pedagogical learning, though hiB 
knowledge of Mathematics and the moral ind motdph^sieal 
sciences was but slender. Like the celebiatel Ro^seau, he 
never could clearly comprehend some of the ■simplest propo- 
sitions in Euclid, and it was with som difEcolfy ho succeeded 
in obtaining a degree of A. B,, thouah ht, wa^, m after life, 
honored with the title of LL. D. He was a classmate of 
the Kev. Dr. Power, from whom we had the above account 
He became an eminent teacher of the de i,d 1 raguages, * and 
in this vocation he continued till he was advanced in yeais, 
and old a^e di'iqualified him for his useful [ rofession But 
though of an obtuie mind for other branfhes of learning, he 
was pre-eminent a'f i Imguist. We remember to ha\e seen 
him when he was piobibly eighty years of age, at the first 
church in Philadelphia, of which Dr. Wilson was then pastor. 

* He waa, for manj years, a Profosaor in (he Univeraity of Piiilajiolpliia. 
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His seat was in the gallery; and before him he had fixed, on 
a littL shelf ittachel to thepirapet or breastwork of the gal- 
leij in,aiiy a djzen of bo ks — a Gieek Testament, a Hebrew 
Bibk, C iieorlmoe, Lex cons, &c When the Doctor 
anaounoed h s test wliich happened to be, " Come unto me 
ail ye thdt labor &c Mr Rcsf immed ately took his Greek 
Testament turned to the pas'5ij,o and acemed for some time 
to be earnestly stu ly n^ it buch wa"* the man who wrote 
the Litin Uiammai that was long used at Jefferson CoUegB. 
In the Spring of 180'i the Truateea fixed the length of the 
vicatw IS at thiee wedts in the Spimg -md four in the Fall. 
Thev aho ordeied that the Puni'ipal or Professor of Divinity, 
at every Commi,nrinient slnuld heicaftcr deliver an address 
to the graduates n procure a clergyman to do it. Dr. 
M Millin was then elected Vice Principal of the College. 
BIei'19 Marquia and Macurdy were luthorized to procure 
lonitions tor the Institution Dr Samuel Murdock waa 
elected a trustee m place of the Hon Wm. Findley, resigned ; 
and the iStc. JoTm Andtrson, in place of tho Eev. Mr. Eiddle. 
Dr. Dunlap's salary was raised to two hundred pounds, he still 
finding and paying his assistant. And, if we may note ao 
small a matter, eighteen Windsor chaira were procured for 
the use of the Board and Faculty. Probably atout benches, 
with straddling legs, served their turn up to this date. The 
Literary Societies, at the Fall meeting, (1805,) petitioned 
tho Board for charters, and a place in the College building 
for their libraries and book-caaes. Whereupon it was ordered, 
" That the said societies, viz : FranMin and PMlo, be recog- 
nized as anch, aod that their respective Constitutions, as they 
now exist, shall be the Constitutions of said aocietiea ; and 
that a majority of either of said aocietiea, adhering to their 
constitutions, shall retain the original name of the respective 
society ; and that the Libraries of said societies are hereby 
taken under the care and patronage of the Board. " The 
Board also appointed a committee to procure a double book- 



i..,Goo^lf 



72 HieTORY OP JEFFERSON COLLEGE. 



es, to be placed in oae end of tie upper apart- 
meut of the CoUege. Well do we remember that old Book 
Gase, and what we then regarded its inexhaustible treasures 
of wisdom and learning. At this day it would cut ratter a 
ridiculous figure beside many a country minister's library, not 
to speak of tho widely expanded and groaning shelves of tlie 
libraries of these societies now. 

The graduates of the Fall of 1805 wore James Wilson, 
afterwards the Rey, James Wilson, D. D., a very eminent 
minister of the Eeformed Presbyterian body ; John Trevor, 
James Wills, James Patterson, afterwards an eminent and 
successful Presbyterian minister in the Northern Liberties of 
Philadelphia — a man of great worth and usefulness ; Daniel 
Sadden, James Scott, Moses Allen, afterwards an excellent and 
useful minister, settled first at Muddy Creek, Green county, 
then atRaccoon, and during the hist years of his life, at Crab- 
apple, Ohio, — son-in-lawof Dr. M'Millau; Oarlos A. Mrton, 
James Galloway, James M" Cimndl, and James Cunningham, a 
Presbyterian minister, who died a few years ago in Ohio. The 
Trustees appointed Messrs. Ritchie and Murdock to prepare 
and forward to the Legislature a petition for the purpose of 
obtaining assistance in lands and money ; and also to transmit 
to Gen. Hamilton, then in Congress, an account of the state of 
the College, for the purpose of aiding him in soliciting dona- 
tions. The degree of Master of Arts was conferred on the 
Eev. Messrs. John M'Millan, Samuel EjJpton, and James 
Ramsey, and on Dr. Samuel Murdock, and Prof. Samuel Mil- 
ler. The petition to the Legislature proved successful. A 
donation of three thousand dollars to the Collej'e was the result. 
The Tiiistoes met, March 27, 1 806, in order to dispose of this 
pecuniary aid to their funds, and passed an order to lend the 
money to individuals, in sums not less than 8200, nor more 
than S600, to any one person, and appointed Messrs. Allison, 
Ritchie and Murdock, a committee for this purpose. At their 
April meeting. Judge M'Dowell was again elected President 
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of the Board, Dr. Samuel Murdook, Secretary, Craig Riteliie, 
Esq., Treasurer. Mr. Miller's salary was fixed permanently 
at $400, and Mr. Dunlap's salary advaaeed. At their Sep- 
temlier meeting, they conferred the degree of A. B. npon Mr. 
James Scott, of Now Torlc, and on Messrs. Seed, Leslie, and 
Hunt. The two last afterwards became ministers of the gos- 
pel, the last a Presbyterian minister, for several yeais pastor 
of the Second Presbyterian Ch«roh, Pittsburgh, and, after 
his removal to Ohio, he was pastor, for many years, of the 
congregation of Tioo-Ridges, Jefferson county. Here he 
ended, a few years ago, his long and useful life — Gaori/e Vane- 
man, also, afterwards a Presbyterian miaister, and believed 
to be still living in Ohio. 

We now enter upon the sixth year of this first College of 
the West. The wKole western country began now to be dotted 
over with her alumni. They were found in all the learned 
professions, and in Agricultural and Commeroial life; in 
Courts of Justice, and in Legislative Halls. But her useful 
career was only just begun. When the Trustees met in April, 
1807, the same officers of the Board were re-elected. The 
first matter of inquiry was in regard to an oi-der of the Board, 
made last year, respecting an application for pecuniary aaaia- 
tance to the Presbyteries of Bedstone, Ohio, and Ohartiera. 
This last was the name of the Preabytoiy of the Associate 
body, or Seccders. It appeared that the application was favor- 
ably entertained, and strongly recommended by these Presby- 
teries to the congregations under their care. Gen. Hamilton 
also reported the success of an address sent to Washington 
City for pecuniary aid ; and paid into the treasury two hun- 
dred and ten doUara, which, although given for tho purpose 
of building a college, could, in the meantime, be appropria- 
ted to defray the current expenses of the College. Mr. Dun- 
lap was, on his application, permitted to retain $100, which 
he had borrowed, a while longer, without interest, on condi- 
tion that he would continue as Principal, His application for 



i..,Goo^lf 



74 HISTORY OS JEIEEKSON COLLEGE. 

increaee of salary failed, no doubt from the financial emlifUTaaS- 
meuts of tto OoUege. A committee waB appointed to explain 
to tim the situation of the funds, &c., and strive to conrince 
him of the necessity the Board waa under to refuse his request ; 
and also to require from him an explicit answer, whether, and 
how long, he will serve as Principal of the College, with the 
present salary. 

The Principal and Professor of Divinity were required in 
teaching, each, in their respective classes, to cause their stu- 
dents, aa they proceeded in their studies, to write dissertatjona 
" on the most striliing things immediately connected with their 
suhjecta. " Hero waa eortaioly something rather singular, so 
far aa the Professor of Divinity, Dr. M'Millan, was coacemed. 
It is true, he had been appointed by the Trustees of the Col- 
lege, as their Professor. And that itself seems to us, in these 
days, queer. That a Board, though consisting partly of min- 
isters — always a minority, however — a Board appointed and 
incorporated by the Legislature — a secular body, a olcee cor- 
poration, under no ecclesiastical control, should dictate and 
prescribe to a man who was engaged in the discharge of one 
of the highest and most solemn ecclesiastical functions, the 
way in which they would require him to fulfill the duties of 
his ofBoe, sounds very strangely in our ears. Dr, M'Millan 
waa also, at this time, in some sense, a quasi-Professor of 
Divinity, by the appointment of the Synod of Virginia, and 
by the recognition of the Presbyteries of Ohio and Redstone. * 



* Even 90 lata as October 6, 1821, Uie S jDod of Pittsbm^i. reoogaiiei Dr. 
M'MiUan as ProfoBSor of Thoology io Jefferson CoUegB, and look meaaureB 
to enlarga Iho Theologioal Library under his care, ns appaaiB \>j the follow- 
ing minnte, on pii^l78of Printed Minntes; 

" Whereas, it appears to tliia Synod Uiat a nnmlier of promiaing jonng 
men, who ore setting their tioes towards the gospel miniBtiT. aie not in oir- 
OHmstanaeB to attend Iho Tliooljgieal Sommftrj at Prmoetoa — Therefore 
Eenotved, Oliit this Synod take meianred for procining a library for Uio 
benefit of such, to be under the qontrol and diraolion ol Ihia 'iynod. That 
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But such, sti'ange things were not without precedents, in those 
times. The Trustees of Princeton College had, long before, 
appointed a Professor of Divinity as one of their Faoulty. 
And so to this day do the Trustees of Harvard University 
and of Yale College. And if trustees may appoint aueh Pro- 
fessors, they may rightfully elaim to instruct them in their 
duties. But we suspect there are few Presbyterians of this 
day, who would tolerate such an arrangement. Perhaps, 
however, in the case under consideration, the real object was 
to get the Principal of the College to attend to this matter; 
and then to take off the repulsive feature of their order, by 
requiring the same thing of Dr. M'MiUaa. Dr. Dunlap would 
not take offence by thoir approaching him in this way. He 
was a very sensitive man, easily wounded, and apt to take 
offence, as will hereafter appear; though a devotedly pious 
and eminently learned man. 

Mr. Dunlap declared, as the committee reported, he had no 
design of leaving the College. 

Messrs. Kalston, Hughes and Murdock, were appointed a 
committee to prepare an Address to the Public, concerning 
the present state of the College, and the views of the Board, 
in regard to the erection of a new and more capacious edifice. 
They had, during the preceding year, diaonssed the subject; 
and it was nmnly with a view to this they had communicated 
with the ecclesiastical bodies around them, and had even 
pledged themselves to each other to raise money by subscrip- 
tion ; having determined, as soon as funds could be secured, 
to raise at least the new shell of a college, large enough to 
contain one hundred students. But no considerable progress 
had yet been made, though something had been done; and 



it prefieot in the edifice 
i under tlio coto of tho Rot. 
in tliat Seminurj. " 
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perhaps they felt, from wliat they had ascertained respecting 
the feelings and wishes of the public on the auhject, encour- 
aged and assured of ultimate success. The committee aboTe 
mentioned were instructed to address the public through the 
newspapers. At this time, also, they took upon themselves 
to provide assistant teachers, and to pay them, both of wHeh 
things they had heretofore devolved upon the Principal. 

In September, the following persons were admitted to the 
degree of A. B., viz. ; James Cnlbertson, afterwards a dis- 
tinguished Presbyterian minister, who was one of the pioneers . 
of the gospel in Ohio, who labored for many years in Zanes- 
ville, Ohio, where, a few years ago, he died, greatly lamented; 
Jos^h Stevenson, who also became a very efficient and suc- 
oeBsful minister, & son-in-law of tho Rev. Thos, Marquis, and 
settled, for many years, near Springfield, Ohio ; Jb?in Matihaws, 
a, minister of the gospel also, we believe, settled, at one time, 
in the bounds of the Presbytery of Erie, and afterwards, 
SOmewhoro in the West; and Wm. Dunlap, of Virginia. 
This last person was probably a son of the I'resident of the 
College, who, as a minister of the gospel, was settled at Abing- 
don, near Philadelphia, where he died, comparatively young. 
At his house, his father died, a few years before him. The 
Rev. Messrs. Swan and James Hughes were also admitted to 
the degree of A. M. 

At this meeting, a matter was introduced to the attention 
of the Board, which, at various intervals, employed and agi- 
tated them for more than ten years afterwards, the effects of 
which are felt to this day. For a communication was received 
from the Washington College Board, intimating that they had 
appointed a committee to confer with a committee from the 
Jefferson College Board, if such a committee should be 
appointed, for the purpose of devising a plan for tho union 
of the two Institutions. Messrs. Ralston, M'DowclI, Hamil- 
ton, and Murdock, wore accordingly appointed a Committee 
to meet the Committeo from Washington, and ms*^'' "fiort a 
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the next mectiBg of the Board. Any two of the committee 
were authorized to aot, in t5ie absence of the others. An 
application was directed to be made by a committee, appointed 
for that pnrpose, to the nest Legislature, praying that an 
altoratioa be made in the charter of the College, making Jiine 
instead of eleven members, a quorum. A committee was also 
appointed to make and enforce regulations for keeping the 
College clean, and to have it washed out, at least twice a year, 
defraying the espenses ont of College funds. Another 
address to the public was ordered in behalf of the Institution ; 
and Meaars. Kalston, Ramsey and Murdook were appointed a 
committee for that purpose. Perhaps this was merely a 
renewal of an order passed at their Spring meeting; which had. 
not yet been attended to. It is manifest that neither at this 
time, nor in after years, did they suffer communications from 
Washington to interrupt their efforts for enlarging their Col- 
lege and extending their building accommodations. 

During the next meeting, in April, 1808, Dr. Ealaton was 
chosen President of the Board, an office to which he was 
afterwards annually elected for nearly forty years ! Uen. 
Morgan, also, who had been previously elected, was now duly 
qualified, and took his scat as a trustee. Dr. M'Millan was 
appointed Treasurer, to receive and lend out any money 
bequeathed to the College for the purpose of educating poor 
and pious youth. 

Dr. Murdock, from the committee appointed to meet the 
committee from Washington College, to confer about a union 
of tho two Institutions, reported — 

"That upon meeting with the Washington committee, a 
desultory conversation took place upon the business in question, 
which finally resulted in the following specific propositions : 

" 1st. It was proposed by the gentlemen from Washington, 
that the whole number of members from eaeh Board ^ould 
meet, and by a joint vote should determine on the seat of the 
United Institution. This was objected to by your committee, 
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because a number of the Ti-uateoa of Washington College lived 
contiguona to their present seat, and were locally interested 
in retaining it there, whereas the number of members in this 
situation, with respect to Jefferson College, was very small 
in comparison. 

"2d. It was proposed by your committee that all the mem 
bera belonging to the respective Boards, whom it be anpposed 
from the places where they lived, were locally interested, should 
be set aside, and the remaining members, by a joint vote, fix 
upon the future seat of the Institution. Thia was objected to. 

" 3d. It was proposed by the gentlemen from Washington to 
exclude all their members actually residing in the town of 
Washington, whose number amounted to at least aeven or 
eight, and exclude an ec[ual number from this Board. But 
they alone must be the judges whom of our number to 
exclude. This waa objected to by your comiaittee, chiefly 
on this ground ; because a number of members belonging to 
this Board agreed with them as to the future seat of the 
Institution, and was disposed to fix it at Washington. If thia 
were a fact, it was injustice to give such an advantage. And, 
indeed, whether it was so or not, your committee thought it 
unreaaonable that our opponents should bo tho excluaive 
judges who of our number should vote and who not, on this 
important question. Finally, your committee thought it rea- 
sonable to propose that all the membera eonatiliiting the 
Boards of both Institutions should agree to set aaide any of 
their number who were locally intereated as to their dwelling 
places; and if a greater number of one Board were thus 
excluded, the members of the other Board were alone to judge 
who of their members to exclude, so as to make the number 
of both who were to vote on the question, equal. This pro- 
poaal, without any reasons satisfactory to your committee, 
was also rejected." 

Thus the conference ended. The Board approved of the 
conduct of their committee, and at the same time cxprcKscd 
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tboir rogret that the object for which the committee was 
appointed was not obtained, recording, however, their willing- 
ness, at all times, to express their hearty desire that & union 
of the Institutions should be effected, if it can be done on 
liberjl and equitable principles. 

In the fall, the Ecv John Ajjderson resigned hia seat as 
a trustee, .ind the Eev Wm. 31'Millan was elected in his 
place The students admitted to the degree of A. E. were 
Stephen Bij/er, afterwaids a Presbyterian minister, settled at 
Little York, whtre be died some yeai's ago; Josefk S. Bugkes, 
afterwards an eloquent and useful ministerj settled at Dela- 
ware, Ohio. He was the fon of the Eev. James Hughes, and 
grandson of the Rev Jos/^h Sm/iih, at Buffalo ; James 
Stnit/i, and Ira Gondii, affei wards ministers. The degree of 
D. D. was confatrcd on the Rev. James Pmoer, of West- 
moreland county. Pa., and the Sev. John Anderson, of 
Beaver county, Pa., (Secedcr.) Dr. Dunlap, the Principal, 
asked for the appointment of another Professor. But the 
Board, deeming it inconvenient, no doubt from the state of 
the finances of the College, to conipij with this request, 
appointed a committee to assist in arranging the classes and 
fitudics, in such a manner as to lighten the burden of the 
Tutors. Dm. M'Millan and Dunlap, and Messra. Eamsey, 
Ritchie and Murdock, were appointed a committee to receive 
anj poor and pious youth, and admit them to the benefit of 
the funds placed in the hands of the Trustees for that purpose. 

At a regular meeting of the Trustees, in April, 1809, it 
was found that the funds of the College, at the disposal of 
the trustees, consisted — 

1st. Of a donation of the State, at interest, - - $S,000 
2-d. The price of land bequeathed by the Rev. Mr. Clarke, 1,600 
3d. Money in the bands of Mr. Snowden, of Philadel- 
phia, at interest, ------ 1,SOO 

4th. Money at interest in the country, - - - 1,290 
Making in all the sura of »7,190 
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Dr. M'Millau, Judge Allison, Ci-aig Ritoliie, and Dr. Mur- 
dock, were appointed a committee to lend out the money 
arising from Mr. and Mrs. Clarke's estate. A complaint waa 
entered that too much time was allowed the students for 
recreation, &e., and it was ordered that in future, besides the 
usual time of vacation between the sessions, there shall not, 
for any purpose, bo allowed by the Professors more than ten 
days in the year; for example, one day in each month. It 
is left with the faculty to fix the particular days. 

A communication was received, at the Fall meeting of the 
Board, from Isaac Kerr, Ke^ster, intimating that John 
M'Dowell, Esq., in his last will and testament, had bequeathed 
fifty dollars to the Institution, payable at Mrs. M'Dowell's 
death.* The Rev. Mr. Porter was authorized to call on the 

" There is no particular minute mnde in the Eeoonls of Iho Board, ahsn 
tlie seat of this graat noA good man was vneatod b; death. Judge John 

is believed to have heen horn in York county, Fa., about 1737. Ho probably 
lonioved to the West, noar tlie beginning of the Amorlcou Revolution, and 
settled in tlio bounds of Chtii-tjers Congregation, Wnsbington county, of 
which he became a rnling elder; and mas eminent for Lis piety end activB 
effortB in the cause of Christ. His strong mind and great integrity of char- 
acter secured to him, at an eailypeiiud, the appointment of Associate Judge, 
in Washington county. Ho Has one of the most efficient men in getting up 
the Academy at Canonsbnrg, and was one of (he trosteos ftom the first. 
After the College obtained aoharlar, he aucccedod Judge Edgar as President 
of the Board, io which office he was chosen April 27, 1303, and thencefor- 
ward for fonr suoeesslTO years. He died August 12, IBOS, in the 73d year 
of his ago. On his tombstone are the following lines : 

" Sleep, sacred earth ; but thon ahnlt sat/a arise ! 
Dnst turns to dast ; but virtue neverdies; 
M'Dowelt lives; blest in immortal youth. 
Who lived while here, the advocate of truth. 
Firm in the cause of Sod, he held to view 
A character sublime, yet humble, too; 
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3 of Joiin Baird, Esq., of Westmoreland county, and 
obtain any money left by him for tlie use of the College. 
The persons admitted to the degree of Bachelor of Arts were — 
Joseph Scroggs, who afterwards became a minister in the 
SecesMon church, and is now pastor of a elmrch in Ligonier 
Valley, "Westmoreland county; James MUliff an, (who became, 
we believe, a minister in the Reformed Presbyterian body,) 
and Christopher Bankiit. The degree of D. D. was conferred 
OQ the Rev. Joseph Clarke, of Kew Bninswick; and the 
degree of A. M., on the Rev. Messrs. Samuel Porter, Wm. 
Durdap, Alexander Monteith, and Jonathan Leslie. Mr. Tkos. 
Briceland was elected a trustee to fill the vacancy, by the death 
of Judge M'Dowell. At this time, it was deemed espedient 
by the Board to settle the order of procession on commence- 
ment day ; and they adopted the following, viz : " That the 
Trustees and Faculty meet at the bouse of Craig Ritchie, Esq., 
(now owned and occupied by Jaiaes M'Cullough, Esq.,) that 
the students shall assemble in front of the same house, and 
that they wait two and' two, according to their respective 
1 ss ft th Ti t and Fao Ity n tb f 11 w ng d 
Th P 1 nt i th B a d n t nt th n th ^ t y and 
T 1 gy and tb m mbers f th E d tw d 

tw th n th E ulty onlthp ntbh htp 

by th tuto tt Thanmnt tnd f 

f m ny y Th C mm n m nt d y w ^ t 

nt C 11 If nd tl t p n w th D Ral t n 

at t b d nd D Mu 1 k d C ^ R t b E i it 
b b I h m —all thi y p tly ntl m n— nd th n 

b ght p by th t t fa iltyanl t 1 nt — th t 
d ut n llj p wd d n 1 p tinj, fla int n 1 lu wh te 
ribbons on then aims or coat breasts — appeared to the young 
students awfully sublime. The slow and solemn tread of the 
procession, away up the middle of the street, if tbc walking 
was good, Burroundod by aa immense assembly of the people, 
who bad been for hours before pouring in from the surrouad- 
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ing country, the sound of the Tiolin at the taverns which 
were passed, tlie neighing of liorses, far and neax, the hum 
of the human yoxoo in a)l directiouB, the merry laugh, and the 
loud giggle, all comhiacd to throw upon the seeae an exciting 
interest, and to make many a young heart deiirious with joy 
and gladness. The younger students, the Freshmen espe- 
cially, thought that day and place the moat delightful and 
attractive in all the world. It was a full compensation for 
wearisome hours of study, and for the dull, jog-trot pace of 
ordinary college life. On went the procession, up street, past 
Jh. Murdook's and Neil's corners, and past the crowds about 
Wisthy's and Emory's taverns, and past Mrs. Canon's beau- 
tiful yard, and old Mr, Robert's store and post office,* till 
it reached the gate, in front of the old atone College, then 
wheeled to the left, at right angles, through the gate, and on 
through the yard, and up the outside steps, on the upper side 
of the old buUding, and landed, and disbanded, in the second 
story ; the Trustees and Faculty scrambling through a front 
window, from which the sash had been removed, on to the 
stage. Over that window, however, and extending over the 
lower end of the stage, was a tent, of white sheets, mating a 
small room, of about ten feet square. From this room was 
the entrance, or rather the exit, on to the other part of the 
stage. This stage or platform was about twelve or fifteen feet 
wide, and extended the whole length of the college building, 
in front, and about eight feet from the ground, oovered with 
a substantial rag carpet. Here were the Trustees and Faculty 
seated, with their hacks to the college wall, and their faces 
to the gathering throng that was fast filling the front yard of 
the college, back to the gate, through which the procession 
had just passed. After all the Board were seated, the Presi- 
dent of the Board rose, and said, in aloud and distinct voice, 

* Wb purposely mention old names oni 
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L US p A HI enoe and order pre- 

il li pp te prajer waa made. 

T g h b as L At thia moment, we 

w m he names of thoae on 

■wt m h d h d g A. B., and of those 

wh h fi d , and then was men- 

fa ^ P grammes had not yet 

come into use. Then the eseroisea of the graduates began. 
These sometimes took up the flrat part of the day ; sometimes, 
only an hour or two. Then followed the speeches and dia- 
logues of the under-graduatea. There was often much fnn 
and amusement iu these oseroises. Various dramatis per- 
sonw — soldiers, olowna, sailors, drunkards, ped\axs, negroea, 
&c., &c., were introduced in their appropriate costumes. Some- 
times an Act ortwofi-om Shakspeare's " Merchant of Venice" 
or "JidiusCaisar," or Addison's "Cato," would be exhibited. 
These dialogues were interspersed with single speeches ; some 
serious, and some ludicrous. The people would roar with 
laughter, and oven the old trustees would unbend themselYes 
to many a hearty and bealthj laugh. About one-third of the 
audience would be seated. The rest were standing. If tho 
day was fine, it was full of mirth and enj oyment to the young 
people of all tho country round. 5!herewasnot much refine- 
ment of manners in those times, The whole affair waa 
adapted to the state of society ; and, for a period in tho his- 
tory of the college, was really of much advantage to its 
interests. It made the College popular. It awakened a desire, 
in many a iad, to go to college. And though such a feeling 
was rather of a low birth, it led to better things. Let ns not, 
in these times of greater improYCment and refinement, deapiae 
these old-fashioned times and ways. The first Exhibition, as 
it was h n ailed w wi ne^ed, was in the faU of 1812. 

It wa 1 la ! y E y thing above and around con- 
spired tonl h njyus and eicitlng. Yet it is a 
solemn h a ht b f w wh witnessed and enjoyed that day, 
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arc now amoBg us. Not a single Trustee or ^161111)61 of the 
Faculty ia now lining. Those throngs of gay young ladiea 
and young country farmers are now ia the silent grave, or axo 
frosted with advancing age. 'Xheir children and grand-chil- 
dren now fill their places, and crowd Providence Hall on Com- 
mencement days — soon to yield their places to another gene- 
ration, who will, perhaps, enjoy many a jest, at tlie expense 
of the old fashioned ways of the present race. Indeed, thoro 
is one feature of our present Oommeacemcnt days, that the 
writer is, perhaps, such an inveterate old fogy, as to disrelish. 
We refer to the brass-band accompaniment. We wonid much 
prefer the music of a piano, or of a bass-'nol, violin and Ger- 
man flute, with vocal muaio, if it could be secured — as more 
in unison with the exercises of the day, and with the refine- 
ment and dignity of a Literary Institution. The brass-band 
is too loud and military in its character ; and, in our view, 
throws a coarse, vulgar element into the whole scene. 
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Dr. Dnalap ancl the Board — (Jraduatfls of ISIO — Dr. Dunlap raaigna — Glrad- 
uafes of 1311 and 1S12— Oc. Wglie elaoted Principal— About Bsekiel 
Hiumah's wiU— Griidnates of 131S, ISl-land 1815— Nsw negotiaaona wilh 
ihs Board of Wastington ColIogo^Varinua conforoncea' — Einal failure la 
attempt "to units the coUagss — Mnch sharp ahooling, on both aidoB, but 
none killud, and few wounded — Kefleollona on the whole oaso — Hev. S. 
Joh«3to<i, a trustee for aeventaen jears— Bkahili of hia life— Dr. WjHe 
resigna-Dr.Wm.M'MillanBucceoda.bim— Dr. Mtttthow Brown— Eemark- 
ablo oirc 



Wtentho Board met ia April, 1810, the same officers were 
continued, viz; Dr. RalstoE, President; Dr. Mui'dock, 8ec» 
retary ; and Craig RitcHe, Esq., Treasurer. A letter was 
received from Dr. Dunlap, intimating his determination to 
resign his office as Principal of the College, at the next fall 
sessions of the Board. In this communication it was stated 
that if reasons were required, they would be given. Being 
called upon by the Board to state them, his answer was that, 
though weighty, ho was not then altogether prepared to give 
theni, but designed to commanicato them along with, his resig- 
nation in the fall. However, being urged to mention them 
now, as it might be too late to bo of any service in the fall, 
he consented, and said that there ought either to be a now 
house, or the old one kept in better repdr; that the Board 
generally, and some trustees particularly, had found fault with 
him for not attending closely enough to the business of the 
College ; that the Board had insulted him, some time ago, by 
taking the power of employing an under teacher of the lan- 
guages out of his hands, and reserving it to themselves; and 
finally, that his salary was too small. A committee was 
8 (85) 
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appointed to confer with him, and to strive to remove his 
difficulties. Mesars. Moore, Hamilton and Allison, the com- 
mittee appointed for this purpose, repoi-ted that they had a 
free conversation with the Principal, and that all his difficul- 
ties wero in a great measure removed, except that of salary, 
and they conceived that some arrangement might be made as 
to this point. Dr. M'Millan was added to the committee, 
and they were sent back to lay before Dr. Dunlap a statement 
of the finances, and remove his misconceptions concerning 
them. But their report was that the Doctor peremptorily 
refused to continue longer, unless his salary was increased. 
This the Board decided to be inczpedlent under the present 
circumstances of the College. An estra-meeting in June was 
appointed to take into consideration the securing of a succes- 
sor to Mr. Dunlap. And the- Clerk was directed to notify 
absent members of this meeting. When this meeting toofe 
place, a letter was received from Dr. Dunlap, reiterating his 
design of resigning his charge, and asking for the loan of 
some money. They agreed to lend him 1600, to be refunded 
by three annual installments, with interest. The Board being 
informed that, besides the re^ona which Dr. Dunlap had 
given, at the last meeting, for his intention of resigning, a 
rule passed September, 1807, by the Board, requiring the 
Principal and Professor of Divinity to observe a certain mode 
in teaching their respective classy, aggrieved him much, 
refused, nevertheless, to repeal their former action on this 
subject. Upon its being intimated that Dr. Dunlap would be 
content to centinuo, if another teacher of languages were 
employed to assist him, tiey voted, however, that this was 
inexpedient and unnecessary, at this time. A committee 
consisting of Messrs.' Hughes, Marquis, Ramsey and Swan- 
was appointed to wait on Dr. Dunlap, and after sbiting to him 
the above resolutions, to request of bim to give his final deter- 
mination as to his resignation. Upon their interview with 
him, he declared that he bad not understood the rule respect- 
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ing the mode of teacting, above referred to, and was sorry for 
it ; and that he waa now satisfied with the action of the Boardj 
and recalled his notice of resignation, * At tKe fall meefiiig 
tie following persons were admitted to the degree of A. B. 
Tiz : Andretv Wj/lie, afterwards a minister of the gospel, 
and aucoessively President of Jefferson and Washington 
leges, and Indiana University; Jam.es Ken; afterwards an 
eminent physician, residing for many years in Claysville, now 
in Jefferson or Clarion county, Pa. ; John Reed, afterwards a 
minister of the gospel, settled at Indiana, Pa., where he died; 
James Hcrvey, afterwards the Rev. James Hervey, D. D., 
an able and distinguished minister of the gospel, settled near 
Wheeling ; William Hendricks, a distinguished lawyer and 
United States Senator ; Wm. Johnston, afterwards a very use- 
ful minister, settled at Dunlap's Greet, Pa.; John Ganon, 
and Robert Lusk, ministers of the Eeformed Presbyterian 
■ehureh; 3.n.A Jonathan Gill. Several matters of minorinter- 
5st were transacted by the Board, but nothing of special eon- 
!era, bearing upon the general character of the College, 

At the meeting of the Board, April 25, 1811, the same 
iffioers wore re-elected. Dr. Danlap insisting npon the 



® Lat it not ba supposed tiiat the ftbove aoooiint roflocts unfavorably upon 
Jir. Dunlap. Wo must retnombor tbat this account is ex parte— ts^san ftom 
tte Rwjoriiis of ths Trnstefts. Agoin, there is 
crroaTOSlancas wore those of almost pinching pi 
rescue of tba college daring a, period when it was almoet threaloned witli 
extinction. He had stood by it Ihrough the most tiyingperiod of its history. 
Ila had nobly diachoi^ed his duty, and aided most efficiently, in beariiig 
the college onwiird in its oonraa ; while, all this time, he was reoeiving a 
very inadequate Bupport. Ho hatl also a small but verj pious oongregalion, 
that lovad him, (Hid nrgod him iiul to leaTo them. Several of the trus- 
leos, inolnding Dr. M'Millan, wore aniions that be would not now withdraw 
from tJielr aarviao. But old aga was advanoing apace, and ia felt, that after 
all liis past sacrifiees, be bod a right to hare some of his difSculties removed, 
and his support increased. Without a knowledge of all these things, the 
reader of tte above account might be liable to form a wrong judgment about 
that wotthj old Borvant of God. 
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appointment of aaotlier teacter, and inoroaso of his own 
salary, both of which being refused, tendered Ms resignation, 
which was accepted. Dr. M'Millan, the Vice-Principal, was 
entrusted with the adminietratjon and empowered to employ 
teachers, and 1226 67 were appropriated out of the College 
funds to meet bis expenses, in securing the necessary assis- 
tance during the Summer session. They also appointed a 
meeting in June, to take into consideration the choice of a 
Principal. James Mountain, Esq., who bad been elected in 
place of Mr. Vance, at the last meeting, was present, and 
teing duly sworn, took his seat as a Trustee. At the June 
meeting, a petdtioa was reoeiyed from Miller's Run Congrega- 
tion, praying the Board to re-appoint Dr. Dunlap as Principal 
of the College. A motion was then made, and carried, to 
postpone the choice of a Principal ti!I the fall meeting. 

At the fall meeting, September 24th, the oommitteo who 
had been appointed to examine the graduates, reported in 
favor of conferring the degree of A. B. on James Wright, 
afterwards a Presbyterian ininister ; George M' Coolc, after- 
wards a distinguished physician, now residing in Pittsburgh; 
and James Mitchell. Their report was accepted and adopted. 
Dr. M'Millau was again iustructed to contract for teachers, 
as he had done last session, until a Principal should be cho- 
sen ; and he was empowered to draw 8450 out of the College 
funds to defray eaipenses. The Rev. Wm. Wylie was elected 
trustee, in pla«e of Mr. Porter, resigned. A committee was 
also appointed to draft an Address to the State Legislature, 
praying for a donation to the College. 

At the April meeting, in 1812, Dr. Andrew Wylie wa» 
elected Prinidpol of the College by the Board, having eleven 
votes from the fifteen members present. Mr. Wylie was sent 
for, and being notiied of his election, declared his acceptance 
of the ofE.ce. Dr. Wylie's salary was fixed at the same amount 
that Dr, Dunlap received, which was ^533 33, he paying his 
teachers out of it. In September, the committee that had 
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bwu appointed to examine the graduates, reported in faTOr 
of the following, via r Wells Andrews, afterwards a Presby- 
terian minister, first settled in Alexandria, Va., and after- 
wards in the West; Josaph M'Elroy, afterwards Eev. Joseph 
M'Elroy, D. D., of New York ; and Jain.es Goe, a. highly 
esteemed Presbyterian minister in Ohio, lately deceased. 
They were aooordingly admitted to the degree of A. B. 

Whereas it appeared that the late Rev. John Briee had 
left sundry legacies for the use of Jefferson College, tbe Trus- 
tees, considering the peculiar circumstances of the ease, unani- 
mously relinquished them for the sole benefit and use of said 
testator's widow and children, their heirs and assigns. The 
degree of A, M. was conferred ou the Kev. Joseph S. Hughes. 

In the Spring of 1813, the Board, at their April meeting, 
conferred the degree of A. B. upon George Miller, formerly 
of this College. He was a son of Professor Miller; and as 
he was appointed, or about to he appointed, an Army or Naval 
Surgeon, it is probable that this cireumstanoe aceounls for 
the irregularity of the time when he graduated. A classical 
book, called " Collectanea Qrseea Minora," was ordered to be 
inttodnoed and read in the College; and "Lucian's Dialogues" 
dispensed with. It was left optional with the Principal to 
continue or dispense with "Xenophon's Cyropsedia." Pro- 
fessor Miller was ref[uested to instruct his class in iheprind- 
ples of Chemistry. The examining committee, in September, 
reported in favor of John Monteith, afterwards a Presbyterian 
minister in New York and Ohio; AriA,ibald Johiiston, after- 
wards a Covenanter minister of extraordinary oratorical pow- 
ers, who lived but a short time ; James Rowland, a Presby • 
terian minister, settled at Mansfield, Ohio; Jeremiah Wilcox, 
and George Janfein, afterwards Eev. George Junkin, D. D., 
a man of great energy, talents and usefulness. President, suc- 
cessively, of La Fayette College, Pa., Miami University, Ohio, 
and now of Washington College, Lexington, Va. 

When the Board met in 1814, it was found that there had 
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not been a full quorum at the prcTioua September meeting. 
But tliej now sanctioned tiieir prooeedinga, a»d gave full 
validity to their action in regard to tie graduating elaas. It 
■was ascertained, at this meeting, that Eaekiel Bannali, of 
Indiana county, Pa., lately deceased, had bequeathed hia 
property, to a large amount, for the use of the College; but 
that the friends and heirs of the deceased would contest the 
validity of the will. It was necessary that the Trustees should 
have the will proven, and take the proper steps for defending 
tie suit. The Secretary of the Board had obtained satisfac- 
tory information from the witnesses of Ihe will, and others, 
leading the trustees to determine to sustain the suit in court. 
Some of the adverse party came over to Canonsburg, seeking 
an interview with the Board, and bringing with them various 
depositions, tending to show that the testator was not of a 
sound and disposing mind, when he made the will, and wish- 
ing the trustees to give up all claim to the property, or leave 
it to the decision of some persons in Indiana and Westmore- 
land counties. The trustees, however, deemed it expedient to 
appoint Dr. Murdoch and James Kerr, Eiq., a committee, 
for the purpose of taking the necessary measures for carrying 
on the suit. The price of tuition was now fixed at SC18 per 
annum ; but it was understood that the Board would be at 
the expense of providing fuel for tlie College, making of fires, 
keeping it clean, &o. John WDonoM, Esq., of Pittsburgh, 
was elected Trustee in place of James Mountain, Esq., 
deceased. And the Rev. EUska M' Ckirdy was elected in 
place of the Rev. TJws. Moore, resigned. The Rev. Messrs. 
Ralston and Marquis were appointed a committee to prepare 
and present a petition to the Synod of Pittshwrgh, at their 
next ineeting, praying that measures might be taken for erect- 
ing and maintaining a Divinity Hall,, to be connected with 
the College.* In September, 1814, the Kev. James Hughes 

* Thoi-o is no notioo of this in tlie printed Rocords of Ibo Sjiiod. 
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and Joha Mercer resigned their seats in the Board. The stu- 
denta petitioned, complaining of the difficulties they lahor 
under, in being obliged to provide fael for the College, keep- 
ing the College clean, stage expenses at the Fall Eshibition, 
and. praying that the Trustees would take charge of all these 
mattera j and that so much lie added to the price of tuition 
as would defray all such expenses. Their prayer was granted, 
a,nd the tuition raised to |20 per year. The Bev. Moses 
Allen, and Abner Laaich, Es^., were elected to supply the 
two vacant seats in the Board. The committee on the subject 
of Mr. B. Hannah's will, reported that they had attended afi 
Indiana, and had gotten the ■will proven, which, together with 
some other testimony, they had transmitted to Mr. Bunean, 
the Attorney in behalf of the College, at Carlisle. At the 
meeting of the Trustees, in 1815, it appeared that Mr. Dun- 
can had not received the documents — ^that they had miscar- 
ried ; (a SKSpicioi^ circumstance,) and Dr, Ralston and James 
Korr, Esq,, were then appointed to go to Indiana and proceed, 
de novo. The Trustees, in view of the defective condition of 
the old stone college, resolved to proceed, forthwith, to make 
preparations for the erection of a new edifice; and that every 
Trustee should exert himself to procure subscriptions for that 
purpose. They then resolved to meet again in June, to see 
what had been the result, and to take measures accordingly. 
Upon their meeting at that time, they could not make a Board, 
but from the liberal subscriptions which were produced, they 
were encouraged to appoint another early meeting, and to 
notify the absent members. They accordingly adjourned to 
meet again August 3d. But it was again a failure, perhaps 
through disaffection to the object, or influence from another 
quarter, which may hereafter appear-. Those who met, how- 
ever, examined the subscriptions, and some plans for the new 
college, and then adjourned to the usual time in September. 
Tlify uow, without appointment from the Board, proceeded to 
Lxamiue the graduates, as no committee for this purpose had 
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been appointed ia the spring; and agreed to recommend fo 
ihe Board, aa entitled to tlie degree of A. B., Joseph Smith, 
(the writer of this history,) Thos. Johnston, (who died a few 
years after, near Mercersburg,) and James Easier, (who died 
also shortly after.) 

A letter was received from the Trustees of Washington 
College, at the meeting of the Jefferson College Board, Sep- 
tember 26, 1315, informing them that a committee had been 
appointed to meet and confer with a committee from the Board 
of Jefferson College, should they appoint such committee, 
respecting a union of l?tc two Colleges. Accordingly, Dr. 
M'Millan, and Messrs. Kerr, M'Donald, and Murdoch, were 
appointed a committee on that business, to meet at Emory's 
tavern on tho ensuing Friday. Information was received from, 
the Rev. Mr. Pringle, that the suit respecting Mr. Hannah's 
will, had been tried by Arbitration, and that the decision was 
against the Board ; but that an Appeal was entered against 
the decision; consequently it must take its course in Court. 
Tha Eoai-d approved and confirmed the course pursued by a 
part of the Board, in respect to the graduates above mentioned, 
and conferred on them the degree of A, B. The degi-cc of 
A, M. was also conferred on the Bey. James Wilson, of Phila- 
delphia; Andrew Wylie, Principal of the College; Stephen 
Boyer, of Lancaster county ; Robert L«ak, of Cumberland 
county; and John M'Bonald, Esq., of PittebiiTgh; all alumni 
of tho College. Another effort was made to obtain legislative 
aid towards the building of the new college, and Messrs. 
Murdock and Ritchie were appointed a committee far this 
purpose. Messrs, Ritchie, Morgan, Mahon, and Murdock, 
were also appointed a committeo to procure materials for 
the building, which at that time it was determined should 
be erected on the lot of the old college. 

The Trustees agMn assembled, October 25th, upon a noti- 
fication of the committee appointed to confer with the 
Washington committee, to hear their report, and, if neccs- 
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Bary, to act upon it. It will Ids remembered tliis eommitteo 
t jnaistcd of Di M MiUan, Jamet, Kerr, Biq , and D> Mv,r- 
d 7 The Wafcliingtun committee were the Key Messrs 
7 hn Andenon and Wm Speai, and Messrs A Murdo I., 
ffsi;, and PaiJi.er Campbell, Esq The Jefferson College 
committee stated they had called a meeting of the Beard to 
lay hefore them the following stitenient, which &eems to have 
h-^en jointly agreed upon hy the two committees, foi it la 
dited, "Cinonshurg, feeptember 2*^,1815/ the time when 
the committers met . ' A difficulty having aii3L.n with regard 
to the place of union, which could not he obviated by the 
Conferees, it was proposed by the committee on behalf of 
Washington College, and agreed to by the committee on behalf 
of Jefferson College, that it be recommended hy the different 
committees to their respective Boards, of Trustees, to select 
and appoint three trustees from each Board, in manner fol- 
lowing; that is to say; the Beard of Trustees of Washington 
College to select and nominate three trustees from the Board 
of Jefferson College, and the Trustees of Jefferson College to 
select and nominate three trustees from the Board of Wash- 
icgtoa College, whose duty it shall be to meet and confer 
upon the subject and place of an union between the two col- 
leges, at the tavern of BIr. Graham, on Thursday, the 26tli 
of October, and at such other times and places as may be 
most convenient to them, until their duty is fulfilled ; and 
further, to maie report of their proceedings and determina- 
tions, or that of a majority of them, to their respective Boards 
of Trustees, for their approbation or rejection." After this 
paper was read, a difficulty arose in the minds of some of the 
members of the Boai-d of Jefferson College, whether the Board 
had legally mot. It no doubt occurred to them that their 
action on this report would be of serious consequence. And 
it was well to be sure whether they could now legally proceed, 
in either approving or rejecting the course suggested by the 
Conferees. It was carried in the affirmative, however, that it 
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was a legally constituted Board. Then they agreed to the 
report, and appointed Messrs. Gwin, AUiaonj and Stephenson, 
trustees of Washington College Board, to meet with the com- 
mittee which should be selected from their Board, for further 
conference. But they also Resolved, " That this Board is not 
prepared to remove the site of the college from Oanonsburg, 
except the hand of Providence is elearly disoernible in such 
a measure, either by casting lots, or leaving it to the decision 
of the Legislature." President Wylie's salaiy was now raised 
to 5700 per annum ; and Prof. Miller's to $500. Whilst the 
Board were still in seasioii, they were informed that the Wash- 
ington Board had selected the B,ev. Messrs. Marquis, MacuTdy, 
and James AUison, Esq., of the Oanonsburg Board, to meet 
thc«e above mentioned of the Washington Board ; and as that 
importantjoint committee were to meet the next day, the Board 
adjourned till thea, to be ready to hear their report. Accord- 
ingly, on the following day, the Board received the following 
paper: 

" Graham's Tavern, October 26, 1815. 
" The Committees from the Boards, &c., met according to 
arrangements of these Boards, last evening ; Judge AUisou 
was chosen Chairman, and the Hev. Thos. Allison, Secretary 
of the meeting. After some conversation, in which the design 
of the Boards respecting the propriety of uniting the Colleges 
was expressed, it was agreed that the commissioners from the 
Board of Washington College should state the grounds upon 
which they proposed to form said union. The commissioners 
then stated that they were instructed to say that all the present 
funds of the college of Washington should be at the dispesal 
of the United Board, together with five thousand dollars, to 
be obtained by the present Board of said College, upon condi- 
tion that the permanent site of the united college shall be in 
the Borough of Washington, which condition is a sine qua non. 
The commissioners from the Board of Jefferson Collcgo stated 
that they were instructed to say that the site of the united 
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college shall te determinod by the miai of Providenee, 
expressed either hy lot, or a decision of the Legislature of 
this State. As it was evident that the two Boards eould not 
agi-ee, according to the abo¥o resolutioiLS, the committees were 
of the mind that the object of uniting tie colleges should 
still ho pursued; and from a free conversation, it appeared 
practicable, by some further deliberations in said Boards; and 
agreed to recommend a reconsideration of the aubjeet, and 
give further instructions to their respective committees. 
" Signed 

"James Allison, 
"Taos. Allison." 

After some conversation on tho report, the following reso- 
lution was moved ; " Resolved, that provided the Board of 
Trustcoa of Washington College will not recede from their 
sine qua non, but will give five thousand dollars, in addition 
to their preaent funds, half of the Trustees and the easting 
vote in the choice of the Faculty, this Board will agree to 
give up the site to them, and will unite with them in petition- 
ing the Legislaturo to effect the object in view," The con- 
sideration of this motion was, however, postponed, for the 
purpose of choosing a committee to confer with the Professors 
of Jefferson College on the subject. Messrs. Kamsey, Mur- 
dock, and M'Dowell, were appointed that committee ; and 
after some time, brought in the following report, in writing, 
from President Wylie ; " On condition that the Board of 
Jefferson College do not see proper to accede to the propoaala 
that may be made from tho Board of Washington College, 
and that there should be a unanimity of views, and a coinci- 
dence of exertions in supporting the interests of Jefferson 
College, I will agree to continue in my present ofBce, till 
means may be put in operation for rendering this Institution 
reapcotable. If, however, the proposals from Washington 
will by such aa to secure the preponderanoe and priority to 
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the Board and Faculty of Jefferson College, mj opinion would 
be that they ought to be acceded to, and my conduct shall be 
regulated accordingly. 1'. S. — Upon conversation with 
Mr. Miller, I belieye lie will agree with the views stated above." 
The original motion was then called up, when the vote was 
taken, " accept or not f " The votes, when counted, were found 
exactly equal, and the motion was lost of course. "ThePi'esi- 
dont having declined voting, made the equality." When the 
Board met again on adjournment, Janiiaiy 4, 1816, it was 
moved and carried to niiike the last minute (above given) 
read thus, viz ; after the word " equality," " the President 
was then called upon to vot« ; for some time he hesitated, 
but afterwards he did vote in the affirmative ; no reflection 
upon the Secretary is hereby intended or designed." A 
petition of the students against the removal of the college 
was received and read. The report from the Committee upon 
a union of the Colleges was again read. Then the following 
resolution was adopted ; " That the diligence and fidelity of 
the committee he approved; but that from, a, change of cir- 
cwmstances, since the last meeting of the Boaj:d, the union 
recommended cannot he confirmed and ratified." This was 
approved without any dissent, and gave the final quietus to 
the whole business. But it did not release them from farther 
trouble on this subject. For at thoir following Spring meet- 
ing, in April, they received another communication from 
Washington, insisting that the Board of JeflFei^on College, 
having committed themselves to certain conditions of a union, 
which had beon agreed upon, through their committees, in 
accordance with alleged instructions, were now bound in good 
faith to carry out their action. A majority of the Trustees 
of Jefferson College thought otherwise, and claimed still to 
have reserved to themselves the right of confirming or rece- 
ding from the terms proposed by the committees. It was a 
delicate and diificult point in diplomacy. Some of the very 
same questions involved in the case, have often been discussed 
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in tho Scuatt, of tlic United btatti, ^itli imnipnat ingpnuity 
and argumout, wheneypr the subject of cunfirmmg and rati 
fying treaties has been before them If any boily, on either 
eide of this Rubject, thinks it a veij plain ease, we would 
adyiae him to read tver the arguments, prn and cm, on the 
Bnbject of Jay s celebrated tieaty , and he will not, perhaps, 
tbink it is so eoEv a questim to decide Peihapa the Jeffer 
son Board would h,i\e yielded the point to the Waihington 
Board, had they not been diaturbel by other mfluenoei, espe 
oially the discovery, as they, peihipa erroneously, thought, 
that some of the Washington Boaid had been tampenng with 
theii Presidemt, and sortie m&riberB of their Board. However 
this may be, they retnrned a spirited but tespeetful answer 
to their brethren in Washington. These papers are on file, 
but we thinlE it unnecessary to burden our narrative with them. 
Tbe Board, now released from this troublesome affair, went 
on, with renewed spirit, in their enterprise of erecting a new 
college — purchased from Mrs. Oanon her lot, the mcKt eligible 
in the town for the sit«, directed a committee to sell tho old 
college and lot, and pledged then^elvea to the amount of $200 
additional, if that amount should be necessary, after the pro- 
ceeds of the sale of the old property, and the collectioris of 
the extra subscriptions should be gathered in, to pay Mrs, 
Canon. When the Board met in September, 1816, they 
received and confirmed the report of the Examining Commit- 
tee, recommending that the degree of A. B. be conferred on 
Sv^/h Dickey, Wm. Graham, and Wm. Wallace ; who all, 
we believe, afterwards became ministers of the gospel in the 
Presbyterian church. James Kerr, Esq., was appointed to 
attend at Carlisle, employ counsel, and manage the suit respect- 
ing E. Hannah's Will, in behalf of the Trustees. September 
24th, 1817, the Eev. Andrew Wylie, D. D., having resigned 
his office, the Eev. Wm. M'MOIan was chosen in his place. 
The Eev. Fi-ancis Ilerron, D. B., and the Eev. Miohael Law, 
together with Richard Johnson, Benjamin Williams, Audreir 
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Munro, and Jotn Eced, Jr., were elected Trustees to fill tLe 
places of tlie Key. Thoa. Marqnis, BeT. Wm. M'MUIau, Jolin 
Morgan, I>r, Samuel Murdock, James Allison, and Abner 
Lacock, resigned. Anotket meeting was appointed In Decem- 
ber, and in the meantime, each member was to use his " heat 
endeavoi-s" to collect money to defray the expenses of the 
new college. The Examining Committee reported in favor 
of the following persons : Ahraham Anderson, (afterwards 
A. Anderson, D. D., a diaticguished minister and Professor 
of Theology in the Secession Church, recently deceased,) 
Daniel M' IntoA, (a Presbyterian aiiniat^r of great promise, 
from the Scotch Settlement, ia Ohio, who went to the 
South for bis health, and died in Georgia or Florida,) and 
Andrew Todd, wlio were admitted to the degree of A. B. 
Another effort was made to obtain legialatiTo aid. The thanks 
of the Board were voted to the ladies of Canonsburg and 
vicinity, and the students, who had contributed for the pur- 
pose of painting the walla of the college edifice, and purchasing 
a new bell for Jefferson College; and the Secretary was 
directed to publish it in the newspapers. This is the first 
record of thanks we have met with, to the ladies, for their 
kind offices in behalf of the College. But it ought never to 
be forgotten that the zealous and efE.eient co-operation of 
the ladies was afforded from the earliest period in the histoiy 
of this Institution. Many of our pious mothers and grand- 
mothers offered up their prayers, and devoted a part of the 
labor of their own hands, for the support and prosperity of 
Jefferson College. Our readers will not forget what facts old 
Mr. Patterson's subscription papers prove, about the early 
efforts of our mothers, seventy years ago, when they lived in 
log cabins, and were not yet free from exposure to the inour- 
aons of the Ked Men of the Woods. 

Another communication was received from the Trustees of 
Washington College, informing them that Messrs. Campbell, 
Murdock and M'Giffin, were appointed a committee for the 
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i of renewing tlie negotiation for the union of the 
Colleges, aad to report whether it be practicable to effect auoh 
union. To which the Board of Jefferson College returned 
the following rather caustic answer : " On motion, Kesolved, 
That as it is the duty of those to whom the education of jouth 
is committed, to inculcate, both by precept and example, the 
virtues of candor, honor, justice and truth ; this Board, there- 
fore, canaot, consiatent with the duty thoy owe to the public, 
to the youth committed to their care, and to the respect they 
owe to themselves, open a correapondeuce with the Board of 
Washington College, until they explain their conduct, respect- 
ing the agreement they made with Mr. Wylie, the late Prin- 
cipal of Jefferson College, while in our employ." They then 
adjourtted till December 3d, 1817. In the meantime, the 
Board of Waahington College, upon receiving this answer to 
their overture, drew up and published a long and able paper, 
vindicating ttemaelyea from the charge insinuated by the 
Board of Jefferson College, and hurling back, with much 
severity, but in very polished style, various charges against 
the Board of Jefferson College. To this paper, the Trustees, 
at their second December meeting, replied in a memorable 
answer, that produced a deep sensation in the public mind at 
the time. The paper was reported by the E*v. Messrs. Ram- 
sny and M'Millan, who had been appointed a committee (De- 
cember 3d) for that purpose. Wo have heard that much of 
it was written by Dr. Ealston. But of that we are not cer- 
tain. This long and able paper was assailed with the utmost 
severity from various quarters ; and not without partial suc- 
cess. For it had its weak and assailable points, especially in 
relation to the origin of the movement agMnat Dr. M. Brown, 
in Washington congregation ; also in relation to an alleged 
wecret contract with Dr. Wylie, and ia reference to the chai'ge 
of disingenuousness on his part. An able defence was also 
mn.de of the alleged conduct of those Trustees of Jefferson 
('oUe^c, to whoia Mr. Wylio had nrndu known his purpose of 
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resigning his office at Oanonaburg. All atout the midnight 
plotting to destroy Jefferson College was sot in a yerj' different 
light, by the answers which appeared through the press at 
the tirae. It may suffice to satisfy our readers that there were 
two sides to almost CYory matter in discussion, when they learn 
that such men as the Rev. Joha Anderson, J>. D., the Eev. 
Thoa. Marquis, and the Bev. Blisha Macurdy, differed, almost 
in, toto, ftom most of the statements and arguments advanced 
in this powerful paper of the Jefferson Board. Those who 
wrote it, and almost all the memhera of those two Boards, are 
now in the grave. There wore earnest and eminently pioua 
men enlisted on each side of that exciting suhject. They are 
now at perfect peace; and even long hefore they left the world, 
every root of bitterness had been drawn from their hearts. 
We bad. thought, at one time, of placing in the Appendix 
some of the able papers published by these Boards and their 
friends, simply as " Curiosities of Literature;" but lest old 
fires might again be kindled, we have concluded to withhold 

In April, 1818, a valuable accession was seciii'ed to the 
Board of Trustees, by the election of the Kev. Robert John- 
stow, who had been a pnpil during the times of the old Acad- 
emy; and who continued a trustee for s&veatcen, yeavB.* In 

» Few men m the Sjnod of RMsbuigli, for tlie Inst hnlf oentuiy, took a 
xnore prommeut piirt in ita eounaels, or oxerted a more lienoaciid iuQaeuce, 
thim the subject of thia nodee. And Jeffaraon College hail few more valua^ 
Me and anbatiHiUttl friends. "Bahert Jahmton nas bom in Perry oonnty, 
(then upsit of Cumberloud county,) on tbebiUiks of tbe Juniata, in August, 
1774, where ho spent the first jBius of his life. Little is known of hia youth, 
and hia first religions exorciaoa of miml. It seems probable that about tKe 
beginning of thia centnry, he was a atndeno of Canonsburg Academy, with 
a view of pi'eparing bimself for the goape! miniatry. For, &om tho records 
of the Presbytery of Ohio, it uppenrB that he was licensed to preach the gos- 
pel, on the 23d of April, 1803. It is bolieTSd his theological studiea were 
under the direction of Dr. M'Millan. He obtained from the Ppesbylory, at 
its next meeting, June 30th, 1302, liberty to itinerate in the bounds of tha 
Presbyteiy of Brie nnm the first of August, and was also appointed to supply 
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tte fall of 1818, tie following students received the degree of 
A, B. : Wm. Blair, Robert Baird, (afterwards the Eev. Dr. 
B^rd, of New Yorlr, the distinguialied Eui'opeaa Traveler 
and Leotuver, and at the head of the Evangelical Protestant 



itntecUy ttt Baokfikin and Monnfc Plenaaat, Ohio, for t«o months. Tho Proa 
bjttiry of BriB, October 6th, 1803, reported to the Synod that Ihsy had 
teeoivod Mr. JolmaWn, a lioentiatfl tcom. the Preahytery of Ohio, • who 
woepted a oall from tho united coDgregatione of Scnibgrass aai Boar Cieok ;' 
and lit the nest meetiiig of Synod, Ihey roportad ' tliat fliey had ordnined 
and installed him.' Aftar laboring with eminent ussfulneas and enccosa ia 
tliia Held, where the apirit of Elod ws£ poured out in a remarkable degree, 
during a eonaidorablo part of the aeyen yeiira of his minislij, ho naa theii, 
(it his owa reqaosf, diamiaaod, JannarySd, 1811. Ho then entered a new 
ftnd important field, in Crawford eounty ; audon the 16tli of October en eijlng, 
hs was installed pastor of the united congregations of Meadidlio, Sugar 
Creek, and Connaaut lake. Here, for six years, and dnring a poriioQ of 
Iho prime of his life, he was engaged in that lahorions and scattered charge. 
Thenco, at hia request, be was dismissed, Ajril 2d, ISIT, Daring the foUpw- 
ing year, ho romovod into Woelmoreland eeuntff, and hocamo a mombor cf 
the Praebytarj of Efldstono, haiing aooeplod a call to tho united congrega,- 
lions of BehohoQi and Houndhili. HowaainstalledpabtoFof thoaeqhnrehes, 
June 18th, 1B18. Hare, for thirteen or fourteen yoara, he was laboriously 
engaged in his MaEtar's work, and many were given to him as seals of his 
ministry. From the congregation of Roundhill, ha was, at his own reqnest, 
Uamiesed, December 14, 1831; and, in tta following year, from Eeboboth. 
Bome time in 133S, weboUoTO, he romOTOd into tbo bounds of flia Presbytery of 
El»rarills, and took ehargo of the congregation of Bethel or Blaotliok, an 
eldandmost respactablo congregation, whose liisl<iry dates fai' bacli: is the lo^ 
oantary. Here Ur. Jotmston oontiuued in hie miniaterid. worli for a number 
of years. Upon retiring from (his field, and uoir becoming inf rm tiirongh 
yeaca of laborioua and aolf-saciifii^g toil, he remoTOd to the town of Indi- 
tna, where he resided, without a pastoral chaise, with his son, Ja«tes John~ 
>(o», Est^. Upon the removal of liia aon, a diatingaiahed la»jor, to New 
Caatle, the oonnty seat of the new county of Lawrenoe, he and his aged wife 
KOcompanied liiui, to tliis their last encampment mi their way to the Heavenly 
Canaan. Mrs. Johnston did not long survive this removal, but died in the 
fiulh about two years afterwords, leaving her bereaved hnsband to foUciw 
her, after a further trial of his fiulh and Jiatienoe. He is now waiting at a 
very advanced age for his dismission. Mr. Johnston was an able Inatraetor 
and faithful preacher of the word. He was a bold and fearless man in the 
disoharge of his duty; devoid of ail fear of man, either in or out of the 
9* 
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AlUance,) Samuel JEvans, Salmon C'owles, (nc 
Preslijtfiriaii minister in Iowa,) 2'hos. Sawtiah, (the Uev. 
Tkos. Haanali, D. D., a minister of tlie Associate Chuvch in 
Washington, Pa.,) Jimhua, Moore, (a Presbyterian minister in 
Lewistown, Pa., lately deceased,) Wm. M' Clwe, Alexander 
WiUiamson, Wm. Jeffet^, D. D., and Jas. F. Miller. Prin- 
cipal M'Miilan'a salary was $600 per annum. Mr. Ahraliam 
Anderson (late Dr. Anderson) itaa chosen Professor of Lan- 
guages. In the spring of 1819, Principal M'Mllian was com- 
missioned to spend two months to solicit contrilmtions for tho 
College — especially to defray expenses for building the new 
College. In September, tliegi-aduate class consisted of David 



pulpit, aa exoollent paator, anise iiud jndiiaoiis Presbytor, nTalHnhioTniatee 
of JefTersDH CoUogo, and a fiilbfal obauipioa for Old School ilieologf, and 
stHct chureli di&cipliue. He liad a cuat of iDannera luid a, mode of Eoeiol 
intBroonrse that led many to oonMderhimaa overbearing and tyrannioali but 
it waa aliogethBr his manner, aii^Bg, perhaps, from a oonsUtutional temper- 
ameut For a more Mnd-beartsdmon, and anaitner frioud, could not easilj 
be found. Tho period of his miniaferial and paalornl labors in Savigrasa, 
Meadville, Sou>idhiU,iiaA£elhel, should belorig remembereda^Boneof mnoh 
apiiitnnl pFOBperit? in iiiose ohnrohea. Mr. Johnston did much among his 
people in promoting the oause of religions henayolenoe. Nor was his useful- 
ness in this reapoot confined to anjODO field. Hewaa the ardent and efficient 
ftiendof domostio and foreign missions, of onr then infant Theological Sem- 
inary, and of ths cause of education. As a mamber of Presbjtery, and of 
flie Synod of PittBburgh, from the lattjsr of wMoh he ivas not nheent a aingla 
meeting for mors than forty years, hia soryices in theae respect wore iuval- 
nabls. More than once, Important ageaoies were antrustad to him. 

"During the great stinggle of the oiuroli from 1S32 to 1833, against Iha 
olai'ming reTolntionary mOFCmenla of the Nen School porty, Mr. JohuabM 
stood a firm, nnjielding, and atBcient friend and adroeate of the doctrinoa 
Koii file eecleaiHSticid policy of the chnroh of onr fathara. May ho yet bl 
spared just so long na liia Divine HaaUi has anything yet for him to do at 
suSbr for his oauM, and may his nunc demitiis find him Sllod mill faith and 
hope and love 1" 

The foregoing notico ig talian from tho Appendix to a sermon, antltlod 
"The foar of God, woman's true praise,-" preaahed at KoundMll in 1S55, 
iCnd published by request. A mere ostOBdcd memoir of Mr. Johnston )a in 
jireparaljon, witli a YJew fo insertion in a eeoond volume of " Old Kedstone." 
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Carson, Adam Ooon, Alexander M'CaaidleBa, Jno. M'Kiahey, 
Wm. Smitb, and Joseph Trimble. We find here the name 
of A. M'Candless, long known and highly esteemed pastor of 
Long Eun Congregation. He afterwarda removed to Now 
Jersey, where he died some years ago. Also the Rev. Wm. 
Smith, J). D., who has been for more than thirty-fiye years a 
Professor of Languages in Jefferson College, and pastor oi 
Miller's Euu Congregation, If long and foithful sei-yices, 
both as professor and pastor, entitle any man to distitictioD, 
Dr. Smitji has woo for bimaelf lasting honor, and his name 
will stand high among the friends and benefactors of Jefferson 
College. The Eev. Joseph M'Elroy, D. D., (then of Pitts- 
burgh,) was chosen a trustee. A renewed movement for Legis- 
lative aid, was also made at this time. The Rev. Messrs. 
Ralston, Ramsey, and Jolinaton, were appointed a Committee 
to select and recommend a system of Metaphysics, for the use 
of the College. What was the result is no where recorded.- 
We believe that tKe old scholastic systems of Meiapki/sics were 
never much in vogne. A manuscript Epitome was in use ia 
Dr. Dunlap's time — perhaps brought by him from Pi'inceton. 
Dr. Wylie introduced Reid and Stuart on Mental Philosophy, 
in lieu of the old metaphysics. The metaphysics of the olden 
time is now entirely neglected, and ite entities and quiddities 
nearly forgotten. JRe^iesccU inpace. 

In April, 1820, the Boaid conferred the degree of A. B.. 
«i Wm. Nesbiu, John Peebles, Wm. S. Hobm-ts, Ohas. 3. 
GiUetts, and John Zennedt/. And at their fall meeting, in 
September, on Alexander Campbell, Alexander Sharp, Thos. 
Williamson, M'Knight Williamson, and Robt. Crooks. The 
Bev. Elisha P. Swift, 3. D., waa elected trustee in place of 
the Rev. Elisha Macnrdy, resigned, 

The committee appointed to settle with Br. M'Miilan aitd 
C, Piitchie, executors of the last will and testament of Mrs. 
Margaret Clark, deceased, reported that thoy had esamia^ 
the papers and vraeliers in the hands of the OKOCUtors aiid 
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found tliein coireot, aad tliat there now remained in the hands 
of Dr. M'Millaa, and at hie disposal, SS4,635.10. Of this 
sum there helonged to the poor fund, ¥2,573.50, and to the 
Trustees, |2,H1.60. This report was reeeiTed and approved. 
In April, 1821, Mr. A. Anderson's salaxj was increased $50. 
The Legislature had passed an Act, mating an appropriation 
of 11,000 to aid the funds of the College, and at this meeting, 
0. Ritchie, Esq., was authorized to di'aw on the State Trea- 
surer for that amonnt. Messrs. Geo. SucJianan, Wm. John- 
ston,, John Pinkerton, and Levin Sogers, received the degree 
of A. B. 

In Septemher, Joseph B. Adams, Lewis W. Andrews, Rick- 
wi-d Campbell, Meredith Helm) John StmUsr, TFmi. M' Gonnell, 
David M'Kinneff, (iamuel Reed, and Aa/ron Torrence, were 
admitted to the degree of A. B. * 

Mr. Anderson having resigned his office as Professor of 

» We find on the pi'intad Records of tto Sjnod of Pitlsburgh, October Bfli, 
1820, Hub minute : "Tho foUoHing reaoluUonB, rolatiug to the eBfabliahmBiit 
of u TliBol(^oal GsnuQary in Uio bounds o( (hiB Synod, were braugiit boEora 
Synod, Tii; 

"laL Beaolved, Ttintit ia aspodient for tbja Synod, to take measure a tn 
eBtubJish n Theological Sominttij' within thaii' bouuds. 

"2d. SBSolned, Tliat Uia aoiij Saminafy sioll be locatodintbeborough ol 
Wiuibington, PanQsylvnnla, upon the following conditions : 1st. That tho 
Boards of Trustooa of fio Collegoa of Washington and Jefferson, sliHll enter 
inlo on agreemeat to uuito the said Colleger, with n eUpnlation, that the 
Uflited litarary inalitntion shall be establialied at Canouaharg. 2d. That Uie 
anit»d Cullega ahnll agree to apinnpriato the Coiloge prendaeB Bndbnildinga 
IketBoa eieotad in Wu»hJjigton, and alee tho funds, or a proportion tJiereol, 
for the nee of a Tlieolo^cal Sominiu-y, a Piofessorahip or PFofeBsoi^lupH, tf. 
be therein eatablishod, with the oononrrenoe of thia Synod. 3d, Tliat an 
luit of the Iiegislature of PonnaylvRuialieobtunod, shouliit the Kune be found 
naoeesary, to aanodon tho moaenrea afmroKud. ith. That HiOBo reaolutipns 
be submitted to the Boards of Washington and JaSarson Collages, and, pro- 
Tldad tlie YeHpsoa™ Boarda oouoar therein, thatoouuniseionors he appointed 
to talie m«aEui'eB to prepare Uio ooutomplatod plan far the eonsiileraUoo of 
ibiD next Synod. 

"Resolved, That the motion to adopt Iheeo resolutions bs jMistponeil, in 
order to inttoduoe a substitute, v'n. : That the firit iwn i-esolti lions, with tho 
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Langufigea, Mr. Wm. Smitli (now the Eev. Ih\ Smith') waa 
fleeted in hia place. Upon hia signifying liia acceptance, the 
jsual oath of ofB.ee waa administered to him. la April, 1822, 
ihe Board recorded that Thos. Ejers, ono of tie exeoutora 
if the last will and teatament of John M'Pherrin, deceased, 
■lad paid to the Treasurer, $2,033.25, tlio original aum 
mqutathed to the Trnsteee of Jefferson College, the interest 
of whicJi is to be applied to the education of poor and pious 
youth for the gospel ministry ; together witL $125, of interest 
arisen therefrom. This money, Messrs. Kitchie and Monroe 
were appointed to lend out on sufficient security. Mm Mwy 
Armita^e presented a gold watch, -valued at S50, to aid the 
funds of the College, and $10 of which were returned to her, 
with the thanks of the Board for her valuable gift. 

Vacancies in the Board were filled : but as we hare now 
reached a period when this item of history can possess little 
interest, we will not further notice it. 

Mr. Eitchio reported the receipt of the State donation. 
Messrs. J. Clayhaugh, Adam GilUland; John Fitkin and 
BenJ. SpUlman, were admitted to the degree of A. B. The 
Boai'd also agreed to confer the same degree on John Closkey, 

cDudilioQs annexed to ibe seeond, bo roforred to tbe Boards of the TniateeB 
of lie Colleges of Woehington and Joffereon for tlmir oonBidoration. 

" On motion, limolmd. That llio Rat. Mobshi. TIids. Marqnia, Thoe. Hoga, 
James Harvey, and Wm. Johnston, with Jamos Haro, older, bo u Committee 
lo confer with the Boards of Jefferson and WaBhingtoii Collegea on those 
TOSolutions, and leporb at the next lueeling of Sjnodj and that the stated 
ctork farnieh a ODpj Uiereof to each Board of Ti-natees, aad that it be Teoom- 
mended to this Committee to endeaTor to effect a meeting nith said Boards 
on the snbjeot) in April nest, or sooner, if found praotienWe." 

There is no evLdonos that tMs pnper erar oama hefora the Board of Trnetoes 
of Jefferson College. Thej hare taten no noSoe of it on their records. It 
wonld, apparently, have been an admirablB scheme, ooald it have been earned 
out. Why it was altogether dropped or noglaoled, we are at a loss te esplaon. 
The Committee made no report at file next meeting, "but by informatioa 
recaived from a member of tha committee, it- does not appear probable that 
snch a union can now be effoetod." The commilteii were dieoharged, and 
that ivaa an end of Iha whole matter. 
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James Johnston, John M'Cluskej, BheneBer Monroe, and 
Joim Smart, 

It waa also detcrminod at this meeting, in regard to the 
two soDietiea, the PhUo and Franklin, that should they, at 
any time, violate thoir own laws and regulations, to the aggriov- 
ance of any memher or members, they shall liave a right to 
appeal to the Eaonlty, and the Faculty shall be governed in 
their inyestigation of each appeals hy the laws and regulations 
of the societies— an appeal still allowed to the Board. 

In August of that year, tho Board was called together to 
hear and investigate charges brought by the Faculty against 
several atudonts, for being the authors and promoters of 
mutiny, sedition, and rebellion in college ; and as having cir- 
culated calumny and slander against the character and repu- 
tation of the Principal, Mr. Wm. M'Millan. Upon a full 
investigation, the charges were not sustained. But the stu- 
dents were severely censured for their rash and precipitate 
conduct, especially in their treatment of the Principal. One 
student had published in the Washington Report&r, a publi- 
cation which, ia appearance, burlesqued praying societies and 
a^ociations for sustaining pious youth ; and upon his discliom- 
ing any evil intention, and making proper satisfaction, and 
promising to state the matter in a true light, in thesame paper, 
the Board accepted his explanation and promise, and let him 
escape any further action of the Board. Whereupon, the 
Eev. Principal M'Millan publicly declared hia reaigpation, 
which was aecepted : and the Kev. Wm. Smith was appointed 
to talie charge of the CoUego, in the Toom of iVIr. M'Millan, 
until the next meeting of the Board ; and was further author- 
ized, in conjunction with Messrs. Eamsey and Ritchie, to 
employ a teacher of languages until that time. At the Sep- 
tember meeting, Messrs. Morrow, Livingston, Martin, Fraaier, 
Shellady, and Brown, were admitted to the degree of A. B. 
At this meeting, the Rev. MatlJievt Brown-, D. D., was duly 
elected Principal of the College, with a salary of $800. This 
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waa one of the most important events that ever oeoiu'red in 
the history of Jefferson College. But we must bogitt a new 
chapter in further proof and explanation of this remark. Ur. 
Smith received 850 for his extra lahors, and his salary was 
thenceforward raised to $300 per annum. What ho then 
received from Miller's Run congregation for his faithful min- 
isterial and pastoral services, wa have not learned. In the 
mean time, before wo close this chapter, wo deem this the 
proper place to state how it came about that Jefferson College 
obtained the distinguished sei-vices of Dr. Brown — a maji who, 
hut a few years hefore, was President of Washington College. 
This singular cireumBtanoe is so well explained by a writer 
in the Preebyterian Advocate, January 4, 1854, believed to 
be James Veeoh, Esq., of the Uniontown bai', that wo shall 
not hesitate to adopt his statement, which is as follows : 
"The College War of 1816-1818 had ended. Dr. Brown's 
first wife had died. The conflict had made him enemies who 
seemed to have triumphed. His usefulness, as pastor of the 
Presbyterian church, had seemed to have been impeded. 
Strife and affliction had sunk his spirits and marred his hap- 
piness. He began seriously, though with much reluctance, to 
think of a new field of labor. In this state of mind, the late 
eminent and estimable Dr. GrifBn, who had been invited to 
the Presidency of Danville College, on his return from the 
West, spent a night with Dr. Brown, at Washington, and 
communicated to him the conclusion he had come to, not to 
accept; and thereupon suggested the station to his friend, Dr. 
Brown. The suggestion was favorably received and enter- 
twned. Dr. Griffin thereupon wrote to the Centre College 
!Crustees, recommending Dr. Brown to them in strong terms. 
In this he was zealously and efficiently seconded by the late 
Bev. Andrew Todd, who was a student of Washington Col- 
lege at the time of tho disruption, and a devoted adherent 
of the Ex-l'reajdent. In due time, the DanvilleBoard offered 
to Dr. Brown the Presidency of Centre College. He there- 
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upon went to the West, to Kentuolrj, to Danville ; and 
looked into the prospects and position of tic new College — 
favorably, . This was in 1821 or 1822. He did not, however, 
tken give a definitive answer to the offer, further than to say 
to tlie Board that he would duly eonaidep the matter, and if 
the way was cleai", and G-od and duty pointed him to it, he 
would go, if his Preshytery would dismiss him from his 
church at Washington, for that purpOBB. Soon after his 
return home, lie informed, the Danville Board that he aeoepted 
the offered Pi'csidency, subject to the condition last above 
named. In this state of things, and preparatory to his 
removal, Dr. Brown procured a special meeting of his Pres- 
hjtery, to he called to meet in the latter part of the simmier 
of 1822, to dismiss him from his charge. And in confident 
anticipation of the desired dismissal being voted for, he, 
during that summer, visited the eastern part of Pennsylvania, 
to see old friends, and settle some secular business. On his 
return, he stayed all night in the 'forks' neighborhood, and 
then, for the first, heard of what was called ' the Bebellion,' 
in Jefferson Oollege, and the resignation of the President, 
Bev. Wm. M'Millan. On his further progress homeward, he 
stopped to dine with his anoient and tmsty friend, the late 
Eev. Dr. Samuel EaJston,* then, and for many years before 
and after, President of the Boai'd of Trustees of Jefferson 
Oollege. The esciting proceedings whicb. had lately trans- 
pired at Oanonsburg, were of course spoken of dui'iug the 
brief visit. But nothing was said about the Presidency, 
directly or indirectly, until just as Dr. Brown was about to 
mount his horse for home. Dr. Ralston, who knew of tho 
pro re. nata meeting, and its object, significantly inquired, 
'Are you pledged to go to Danville?' Dr. B. replied that 



* WTioover has read Dt. Ealskm's "Piiilologua," on tlie Collego War, will 
be at no loaa to dieooTor the Irish Bti-sngth and faiTenoy of his trieiidship to 

Dr. ErowD. 
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he was, if his Preabjtory would dismiss him from his church. 
'Very well, sir,' said Dr. B,, 'good bye; I will aee you at 
Presbytery, God willing.' The meeting of Presbytery came. 
Dr. Ealston waa there. The request for dismissal was regu- 
larly presented. But when the motion to bring about deci- 
Bion came to be made, instead of being ' that the request be 
gi'anted/ the latter word was, to the surprise of Dr. Brown, 
preceded by a 'not.' The Kev. Thos. Hoge, then of Wash- 
ington, Pa., was, I think, named as the mover. The request 
was, however, persisted in, and urged by such reasons as were 
pertiaent and proper. But the Presbytery was inexorable. 
The request was flatly though kindly denied ; and thus the 
door was shut against Dr. Brown becoming President of Cen- 
tre College, Danville, Kentucky, whicli, but for this unusual 
action of his Presbytery, he would doubtless have soon become. 
The Presbytery having adjourned, the secret, or unavowed 
reasons, were explained to Dr. B. by his friends ; which wero 
in substance that he could not be released until after the Board 
of Trustees of Jefferson College should have met to elect a, 
President ; which would bo in a few weeks thereafter — the 
last Wednesday of September, 1822, and if ho were not 
chosen, then he might be lot go. The Jefferson Boaid met 
at the appointed time. On the night of that day Dr. Brown 
was elected President of that College — a committee was dis- 
patched for hjm in the night, who, before breakfast the next 
morning, (Commencement day,) returned with the President 
elect ; who, before nine o'clook, took the oath of office, and 
on that day, witiiiu eighteen hours of his election, conferred 
degrees, and made a brief impromptu Baccalaureate address, 
as President of the Faculty of Jefferson College. ' In all 
this,' said the Doctor, in his relation of it, ' events crowded 
upon me so fast and so heavy, that I had no time to reflect 
and deliberate. Had time been given me I might have 
dechned. But I thought 1 saw in it the finger of Providence, 
and I became pa^ive in his arms.' The event was one of 
10 
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great joy and gladness to tLe eigKty students thea at Jeffer- 
son College, and to tlie friends of that time-honored Institu- 
tion. It was hailed as an omen of prosperity, and a triumpli 
of roti'ibntive justice. It was an event from which untold 
benefits and blessings have resulted, not only to that College 
and its hundreds of students, hut to thousands of the human 
race, to whom, through them. Dr. Brown became, under God, 
by hia pre-eminent capaeities for government and instmotion, 
and by his piety and prayers, a benefactor of the highest 
order to which humanity can attain." 
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DK. M. BROWN t 

A nev era, in tint stute and prospeotB of Jeffersou Ccillege— Dr. Srown'g 
flilraortliiuiiy characler and qnnlifieations — OonnBOtioE of JeffetBon Col- 
lego with JoffersoQ ModieaJ College in Philadolphia— JifdoA Gveenj Baq. — 
Literary Societies In dlffloidtlea — Theologioal SeminMy of llie ABsooiata 
PreBbjtsiian Cliuioh eelahliabed at CnnonBliurg — Now College building 
in 1S2B-33. Criaia in tlie Ufa Dr. M'Millimi Deatt of liis old frienda. 
Prof. Millar and G. Ritdde, JEic). ; their livoB and eharactar— Agricnltnnil 
labor provided for atudonta by a College farm ; its nltimats fsilnre ; reflect 
Kons about it — Reoent movement ty Synod of Pittstucgh for Erxleaiaati- 
cal supsniisioii— Its faHure; reaaona — Aids to be souglit in investigating 
that whole sulyeol— General winding np of the Hholosnbject 

We are now entering on a new era in tho history of this 
Institution. Under the acl ministration of Dr. M, Brown, 
which extended over the long period of twenty-two years, 
the College rapidly advanced in its glorious career. Never 
was there, perhaps, a more popular, or a more succ«ssftil Presi- 
dent. He was peculiarly gifted with qualities of head and 
heart that secured to him the affection and respect of the stu- 
dents, both while under his watchful circ, and through after 
life, however long they might be separated from him, and in 
whatever walks of life they might he found. The pious stu- 
dents were generally ardently attached to him ; and the wildest 
and most reckless respected and venerated him ; and, in many 
instances, would speak of him, years after their residence in 
distant parts of the country, with a degree of affection that 
was often surprising. Yet ho was constitutionally of a hasty, 
passionate spirit, and would often rebuke the students in the 
most unmerciful manner. Yet, somehow, he always had tho 
(111) 
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art of making up hia quarrels with them, without losing their 
respect, or his autiiorjty. Ho was certainly the moat remark- 
ahle man of our day, for tlie possession of qualities apparently 
the moat incompatible, but strangely and happily balancing 
each other. Into many a scrape, his impetuous feelings would 
hurry him ; and yet he hardly ever failed to recover himself 
with grace and manliness. He had an admirable talent for 
governing a college. The success of his long presidential 
career was a complete proof of this. But his peculiar talent 
for canvamng and electioneering, among the people of all 
elates, in favor of the College, was not less remarkable. In 
this respect, he did more for Jefferson College than all others 
put together. He was, in fact, an eccentric man ; and yet 
never was eccentricity more completely governed by good sense 
and sound judgment. His very oddities and persona! mental 
peculiarities contributed to his usefulness, and to the success 
of the Institution over which ho so long and so efficiently pre- 
sided. It was an auspicious day, when, on the 24th of Sep- 
tember, 1822, Dr. Brown was elected Principal of Jefferson 
College. 

In April, 1823, the Board granted the degree of A. B. to 
James Arbuthnot, Wells Bushueil, John Cunningham, Eojd 
Emory, Sen., Boyd Emory, Jr., James 0. Hall, Eobt. Henry, 
Samuel Jennings, John Lee, Greorge Lyon, Kobt. Moody, 
Alex. Macklin, James Nourse, Wm. Pollock, Moses Koney, 
Josiah Scott, Andrew Wilson, and Benjamin Toe. Many of 
these will be recognized as living ministers of the gospel, in 
vaiious ecclesiastical connections, or as respectable members 
of other professions. We have now reached a period when 
wo think it expedient to close the further mention of the 
graduates, i« they are mostly still among the living, and our 
cotemporaries. We shall, however, give their names in an 
appendix. In the fall, the Board took Mr, M'Millau's house 
off his hands, at 81,000, and took back the old lot, exone- 
rating him from 8550, which ho was to liave paid for it. At 
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this time the degree of D. D, was conferred on the Kev. Messrs. 
F. Hm-ron aad Roht. Brace, of Pittsburgh. 

In 1824, the Board was called together in June, to delibe- 
rate upon aa extraordinary communication just reeeivcd from 
Philadelphia, which led speedily to a new feature in the his- 
tory of the College, and, for a while, to a new element in her 
prosperity. We refer to the establishment of the Jefferson 
Medical College in Philadelphia, under the wing and charter 
of our College. The followiDg letter was laid before the 
Board: 

" Gentlemen : — The undersigned, belieTing, upon mature 
consideration, that the establishment of a second medical 
aehool in the city of Philadelphia will be advantageous t<i the 
pnhlic, not less than to themselves, have formed themselves 
into a Medical Faculty, with the intention of establishing such 
a school, and they hereby ofFei- to the Trustees of Jefferson 
College to become connected with that Institution, on the 
conditions herewith snhmitted ; subject to such modifications, 
as on a full and free explanation, shall be found satisfactory 
to the parties severally concerned. The undersigned beg leave 
to submit herewith, the plan which they have devised, for 
forming the Faculty contemplated, and for conducting the 
concerns of the same— open to amendments and alterations 
in the manner already pi-oposed. 

" Signed by order of the Faculty, 

"Joseph Klapp, M. D., 
"G-EORQE M'Clellani., M. D., 
"John Uberle, M. D,, 
"Jacob Gkeen, Esq, 
"Philadelphia, June 2, 1824." 

After some discussion and due deliberation, the Board 
adopted the following resolutions, vis : " 1st. That it is expe- 
dient to establish in the city of Philadelphia a Medical Fae- 
10* 
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ulty, B& a constituent part of Jefferson College, to be styled 
the ' Jefferson Medical College.' 2d. That the Faculty of 
the Medioal College shall consist Of the following professor- 
ships L 1st — a professorship of Anatomy ; 2d — of Surgery ; 
3d— of the Theory and Practice of Medicine; 4th — of Materia 
Medica, Botany and the Institutes ; 5th — of Chemistry, Min- 
eralogy, and Pharmacy ; 6th-— of Midwifeiy, and the diseases 
of women and children. 3d. That whenever a vacancy shall 
occur by death, resignation, or othei-wise, it shall be filled by 
a gentleman who shall be nominated by the remaining Pro- 
fessors, or a majority of them, and appointed by the Trustees 
of the College. 4th. That a Professor may be removed by 
the Board of Trustees, with the consent of a majority of the 
other medical Professors, after a fair and full investigation of 
tho alleged causes for the romoval; but in no other way. 
5th. That the Medical School shall have no claims whatever 
on the funds of Jefferson College. 6th. That tho medical 
Professors shall malie arrangements among themselves for tho 
time and place of lecturing, for examinations, and for the gen- 
eral beucStr of the school ; the time for conferring medical 
degrees shall be determined by the Trustees, on the represen- 
tation of the medical Faculty. The same fee shall be paid 
to the President of the College by the gi'aduatea for a degree, 
as for a degree in the arts, 7tb. That this College shall use 
a suitable influence to send medicai pupiJs to the medical 
school connected with it in Philadelphia ; and the medical 
Paeulty shall promote in every way the interoat and prosperity 
of the College. 8tb. That the young men who have attended 
one course of lectures, in any respectable medicallnstitution, 
shall be admitted to a standing, in all respects, equal to the 
one they had left. 9th. That ten indigent young men of 
talentfi, who shall bring to the medical Faculty satisfactory 
testimonial and certificates, shall be annually received into 
the medical school, receive its medical instructions, and be 
entitled to its honors, without any charge. lOtli. That the 
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foHowJDg pei-sona, duly elected, be and they are hereby 
appointed te the following professorships, via : Doctor George 
M'Oldland, Professor of 8m-gery; Doctor Jos^ih ^app, 
Professor of Theory and Practice of Medicine; Doctor John 
Eberle, Professor of Materia Medioa; Jacob Gremi, Esq., 
Professor of Chemistry, Mineralogy and Pharmacy. 11th. 
That the President of the Board be, and he hereby is appointed 
to forward these resolutiona to the Professors elect, and to 
hold any necessary correspondence with them on the subject 
until the next meeting of the Board." 

Toward the cImo of the following year, the Trustees applied 
to the Legislature, and obtained an enlargement of their char- 
ter, authorizing them to appoint ten trustees in the city of 
Philadelphia — not more than four of whom to be minkters 
of tlic gospel — and authorizing any Judge of the Supreme or 
District Courts to administer the oath of office to the Profes- 
sors and Tiiistees : and then, in 1826, the Tmstees, at a June 
meeting, elected the following Trustees, in Philadelphia, for 
the superintendence of their Medical Department, via : Kev. 
Aahbel Green, D. D., Rev. Jacob J. Jancway, D. D., and the 
Rev. Eara Styles Ely, D. D., together with Edward IngersoU, 
Joel B. Sutherland, Samuel Badger, Wm. Duncan, and James 
Broom; and they were directed, as soon as qualified and 
organized, to inquire into the state of the Institution, and 
report to the Board at Canonsburg. They also created another 
Professorship of the Institutes of Medicine and Medical Juris- 
prudence, and elected Dr. Wm. C. P. Barton to fill that ohair. 
Two months after, in August, the Board elected Messrs. 
Edwai^d King, Samuel Humphreys, and Charles C. Cox, addi- 
tional TiTistees for the Medical College, and six of the whole 
Board waa to form a quorum. Dr. Green also waa appointed 
chairman. In 1828, the Board surrendered more entirely the 
whole concern to the Philadelphia Board, and agreed that 
their decisions, in all cases, should take effect without waiting 
for the confirmation of the same at Canonsburg ; and only 
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retaioiiig the riglit of reveraing their proceedings, if, in their 
judgmcnta, the iateresta of the Institution required it. One 
important result, which grew out of this matter, was, that an 
arrangement waa made in 1828, to secure the services of one 
of the Professors of the Medical College, Jacoh Green, Esq., 
to come out to Canonaburg and deliver a series of lectares on 
Chemistry, Minei-alogy, &c., during a part of the summer 
sessions. And certain perquisites, arising principally from 
matriculation fees at the Medical College of Philadelphia, 
were appropriated as a coffipensation for his services. The 
interest of the last appropriation from the State, was also 
employed to purchase chemical and philosophical apparatus, 
and enlarge the College Lihrai'iea. And $300 also from the 
funds of the Board, were employed for the same purpose. 
In 1833, the Board appropriated $100 for the payment of 
Prof. Green's services, as Professor of Chemistry, &o. Thus, 
through successive years, was this arrangement continued. 
The Chemical Laboratory and Apparatus were enlarged from 
time to time, and much advantage to the College and to the 
interfflts of science was the result. 

But to return. Tho Board, at their meeting, April, 1825 
provided that the students should be allowed to occupy th. 
vacant rooms of the new College edifice, as lodging rooms : 
that the education funds should be appropriated for the accom- 
modation of their Beneficiaries, in this way ; and that Ben- 
jamin Williams and John Philips aliould be a committee, in 
connection with the Faculty, to arrange these matters. 

It appears that up to the year 1826, the decisions at tho 
contests, held by the two Literary societies, were made by the 
Trustees. The Philo Society asked, by petition, at this time, 
that the Board should hereafter discontinue this usage. Tho 
Board advised the Philo Society to inyite the Franklin Society 
to a friendly conference by committees, and get the whole 
matter adjusted in whatever way they should mutually deter- 
mine upon, in regard to this poiat. la January, 1827, the 
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two sooieiies applied to tlie Board to settle tliia difficulty, aad 
establish some order or rule about tbe matter. TIio Board 
informed them that they had never, by any formal act of the 
Bo^d, heretofore acted in the case, and suggested tfl the 
societiea that hereafter it would beat comport with the har- 
mony of the College, and the peculiar nature of these literary 
exhibitions, that the comparative merits of the respective per- 
formers should rest upon the impartial decision of the spec- 
tators generally. Whether the societies adopted the course 
suggested, and how long, we are not informed. They soon 
agreed upon the plan of selecting judges of the Contest, each 
society choosing a certain number, and they, perhaps, choosing 
an umpire. And on this plan the thing is managed to this 
day. 

In 1827, the State Legislature granted another appropria- 
tiou of $1,000, and the samo amount for each of two or three 
successive years. There is also a notice on their Eeoorda, 
March 27, 1838, of 82,000, " as an instaUmect due from the 
Lcgisliture on the first of the ensuing May." It would seem 
that the Le^ slaturo had passed an act, some years before, 
^ranting anappropiiation, by yearly installments. The whole 

mount we lo not inow. 
In 1S2S the Pev Kobt. Baird, D. D., was appointed Pro- 
f s r ot lianguajj s and Dr. Smith was transferred to the 
W themat al chair But as Dr. Baii-d declined the appoint- 
m lit Di Snith w s continued in his former chair. In 1829, 
the As«o late Body or the Secoders, as they are commonly 
lied loLati 1 tl e r Theoioffical S&minary at Oanonsburg ; 

nd as they hid not for some time, the requisite buildings, 
the Trustees re? Ived "that the two rooms on the north-west 
comer of the College be appropriated to the use of the Asso- 
ciate Church of Korth America, for their Library and Theo- 
logical Hail, until they shall have time to provide other buil- 
dings ; and that public ground be afforded them, if they wish 
to build in this place." This body, however, did not avail 
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themselves of this last proposal — judging wisely that the 
Theological Seminary should he, on many accounts, removed 
to some distance from the College buildings. They chose an 
eligible site ou the left side of the Washington road, near % 
quarter of a mile from the borough ; and there the Seminary 
Las long flourished. They have recently removed the Insti- 
tution to Xenia, Ohio. The above arrangement, afforded to 
them for their temporary accommodation, was not only for the 
interest of the College, but was justly due to a ehurch whose 
members had always been the staunch friends of Jefferson 
College from ita earliest days. Old Mr. HendersoB, we have 
already seen, was actively concerned in fixing the Academy at 
Canonsbui'g ind in watching over its interests in the days of 
ti ohrldhoo 1 The Ch rt e PresI yt ry of that body 1 ke 
w e un ted w th tl e Prcsbyt i e of Oh o j.ii 1 Re Istone n 
v gorou eflorts to e ista n tl e Inat tut on vhen but fo the r 
un te 1 ff rts t m at n aJI probab 1 ty have gone down to 
1 se no more D E ms y also the ?uc es or of Mr Hen 
deis n n the pa to al ch rge of that 1 ge anl eapectablo 
Seceder congref^at on n the n tv of Canunsl rg wis 
ttr ^h i 1 ng hfe an t d voted fr n 1 attd pa n of Jef 
fereon College — always an active member of the Board, whilst 
in it, and for many years the Hebrew Professor in College. 
Jefferson College owes much to Dr. Hamsey and the respecta- 
ble body of Christians of which he was a greatly honored and 
respectable minister. He was also one of the first Professors 
in their Theological Seminary. In the Appendix will be 
found some fiirther notice of him firom the pea of Dr. Bev- 

pidg.. 

In 1829, the Board took measures to erect a new building, 
so as to afford a spacious hall, and also a sufficient number of 
rooms for recitation, library, apparatus, &c., and having the 
basement story so constructed as to furnish accommodation 
for a refectory and dining room. Measures were also adopted 
to raise the necessary funds. Dr. Brown was appointed agent 
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for thia purpose, and his salary increased. The Board deter- 
mined that ?1,000 should he the endowment, for a perpetual 
scholarship, for the education of a poor student, designed for 
the gospel ministry. This arrangement was adopted, perhaps, 
with a view, in part, to invite contrihutipns towards the new 
building contemplated. The tuition, also, was raised this year 
to ?25 per annum. In the fall of this year, having received 
an encouraging aflcouut of Dr. Brown's success in raising 
funds, and having appointed the whole Faculty as agents for 
further efforts, authorizing them tti appoint suh-agents, with 
suhscription papers, the Trustees now felt themselves warranted 
to appoint a building committee, (Messrs. WiUiams, Philips, 
Monroe and AUm,,') to examine as to the site and dimensions of 
the building, the propriety of purchasing additional ground, the 
expense of erection, &o., &c., and to receive proposals. Early 
in the following year, the Board received their report, and 
proceeded forthwith ia this important enterprise. In the 
course of less than two years, this building was ready for use. 
The Trustees held their first meeting in it, March 27, 1883, 
and called it, at the suggestion of the Rev. Moses Allen, 
Providence MoM. This is a spacious edifice — sixty feet by 
ninety in size — furnishing a magnificent hall, where now Com- 
mencements and Contests are held, and where public worship 
is also conducted every Sabbath ; and it serves as a house of 
worship for the Presbyterian congregation of Canonsburg. 
Whether Dr. M'Millan ever preached ia Providence Hall, we 
are not informed. His death occurred November 16, 1833. 
He had lived, however, to see this building finished and occu- 
pied. It does not appear that he was present at the meetings 
of the Board for the last few years of his life. He had been 
Secretary and Treasurer for ten years, irom 1817 to 1827. 
There is no record of his having resigned his seat as a Trus- 
tee, and it is probable he did not resiga. But his age and 
growing infirmities, perhaps, prevented his attendance at the 



i..,Goo^lf 



120 niSTORY OF JEITERSON COLLEGE 

meetings of tlie Trustees for some time before his deaili. But 
he lived to see this last edifice completed. And now, ■when 
from his home in the country he would visit Canonsburg, 
how contrasted the view of the College buildings and the 
town, with that scene which he first beheld when descending 
the hUl east of Chartiers creek in 1775, or 1776. Then a 
single tog cabin occupied tb,e site of Canonsburg, with, per- 
haps, a few acres of cleared ground around it. Now his aged 
eyes rested upon that thriving village, and its home of science 
and literature. How often had his heart throbbed with anx- 
iety for its interestSj and even for its contiaued esisteuce, more 
than once in imminent peril. And when he remembered 
how many had been trained already there, who were now 
preaching the everlasting gospel, far and wide over the West, 
and how some who, in poverty and in msset garb, had once 
been there, and had struggled on through many diffiouUies, 
till they were prepared to go forth as heralds of the Cross — 
had early sunk to the grave, and been called home to their 
rest ; whon he remembered how God had blessed with com- 
plete success, the efforts and struggles of himself and his fel- 
low-laborers, in the cause of that College, he would, perhaps, 
Qsclaim, " what hath the Lord wrought I" The remembrance 
of these early associates in this noble enterprise, would per- 
haps bring before his mind the names and persons of many 
of those that were sleeping in their graves, before Providence 
Hall was built. He would recollect Henderson and Canon, 
and M'Dowell and Anderson, and Allison and Breeken, of 
those earlier times. His early friend and stop-brother, Prof. 
Samuel Milhr, had but recently been dismissed to hia hea- 
venly home, in a good old ago, beloved and respected by all 
classes, and almost idolized by all the students that had ever 
been at Jefferson College. One of the first records of that 
first meeting of the Board in Providence Hall, reads thus : 
" On motion, Resolved, That the Treasurer be authorized to 
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* " Mr. Millec'B ooiirse fcrough life wos like that of the rivulet, wiDding 
ita gontlfl aaA Doisoleaa aad healtltful tray among the spreading elms trhieh 
line its margin, and serve in pact to hide its Burfaco from tho vulgar gaie. 
it was vary caielj flial his own bietoiy formed the subject of lie ooDversalion 
■with others ; and the only record whieh now remains is that inscribed in the 
hearts, irhich once greeted his presence and profited byhis instrucdons." 
'■ Samuel miier n-aa bora on file 4lli of Marob, ITST, at Barrow, Water, ia 
the county of BeiTy, Ireland. Hie great-grandfatbei emigrated from Scot- 
XaaA. during th» persecutions under Charles H^ at which time his estate viza 
confisoated, on acoount of his attaohtnent to the principles of oivil and reli- 
gioQs libortj", and bestowed on a younger and more pliable member of tha 
family. The subject of this memoir came to America when he was eleven 
years of age, in company with his widowed mother, two sisters, and a brother- 
in-law. Until his sinteenth year, he rosided wiHi hia mother, in Cheater 
county, Pa., proscoutliig his education in the academy of a Mf. Law, of 
whom ha always Bpoke in a tender and respectful manner. At aiitoen, he 
began to teach in Cheater county, and for fifty-seven years, with but two short 
intervals, ho was employed In givhig instruction. His first temporary aban- 
donment of his post had in it aomethingof I2ie romantic. He had been occn- 
pied in teacliing abont two yeara. An old acquaintance appeared at his 
jchoel-hoase, commissioned aa a recruiting ofScer. Our tua<.her, and every 
^upil of a suitable age, were induced to enlist as common soldiera for one 
year. Mr. Miller remained in the service during eighteen months He 
termed one of the ' Pennsylvania Line,' in the regiment of Col (afterwards 
Iten.) Wayne, and broastod the shook of war at Brandywine, Germantown, 
Jid in several loss important engagemerLta. It is believed that Mr Miller 
night have obtained a pension for hia ravolutionary serricoa, but he never 
.aw fit to apply for one. On retiring from the army, he had recourse to his 
old employment. At the close of Oie Revolutionary war, he revisited hia 
oatjvo country. The estate whioh now fell into his bonds induced him to 
think of a less laborious mode of life. On bis return, he mamed into tlio 
family of Mr. John Kesbit, a ruling aider in the Preabyteriaa ohurch of 
York, Fa. He loon after Dmbniked in mercantile pursuits at Carlisle. Hia 
speculations, however, proved diaaatreua. Onr merchaat was eonstraiaed to 
re^nme his former employment, and was doubtlaae mnch more uselbl, Rnd 
probably more happy, than would have boan possible in the line of life pre- 
viously contemplated. The mathematical ch^ being at that time vaeant in 
Dickinson College, Mr. Milleir was persuaded to be a eandidate for the situa- 
tion. His application was unsuccessful, but he expressed himself to be fnlly 
.lalisAed with the decision, and uniformly spoke of his successful livai (Mr. 
11 
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M'CoriDlck,) in lespectCul and iLSaetlonate terine. Tiiis professorihip ■vas fa 
hisaffar at an aftDrpcriod, but was then declined bybim. Providence tmving 
l^ven hint an altutlmoDt eleenbere, yiifb. nliioli, thongli lees invitiiig in some 
lespeots, ha wss very well satisfied. la 1791, he eame to the West, and 
tanght aa English scbotd in Ihe neigbbarhood al ConDcsbnrg. Ho T/na 
appointed Professor of Matbematics in the Academy, in H92; and this 
appointment itae renewed in ISVi, aftor ihe College charter had been ibtaJned. 
From iJiia time, nntjl his resignation, in Ihe autumn of 1£30, his histiry is 
idontifisd with that of Jefferson College. He was its fttond in times of trisl, 
and contribnted a full sham to its prosperity. In gmtefal rsmombrance frT 
his fidelity, he was appointed honorary Professor for life, after ho had boeomo 
unable longer to disehargo tho aotiro duUos of the station. From the time 
vrfien he oeased to officiats in the Gc^Iloge, his physical and mental faculties 
wero riaibly on tiie wane ; and aa the 8lh of Jane, 1832, he departed with- 
out a struggle, aged 7& years, S months and i days. la token of respect to 
Ha memory, the ordinary duties in College were suspended. Tho trustee!, 
faonlly and students, waited in prooesBion to the grave; and on the evening 
following, an address aoited to the oocaeion was delivered by the President, 
in the College Hall. Some portrait will be expected of the person and chai- 
aoter of our deceased friend. To liogin with tlie less important, we will give 
our views of him m « man. His personal appearance and address were pre- 
possessing, notwithEtonding tho disadvantage i£ a stature a little below the 
ordioaty siae. His features were prominent and esprossisa; his eye lively, 
and always lighted with lie smile of benignity ; his healfli, as tlis result of 
Strict temperance and tegular oieroise, was remarkably vigorous, unKl lia 
resigned his piMfessorship. His manners were obviously the spoutnneoua 
effusions of a spirit which broatlied good will to all around. An intelligent 
lady made the remark, that she was nover in his society without a lively 
Impressiou of the beauty and utility of courteousuess. Hs was naturally a 
gentleman, and hia mannei's, originally amiable, ware still further sottened 
and sanctified by kindly and Christian principle. No ens was ever hoard to 
speak diarespeclfully of Mr. Miller,- and while this may be aaeribed in part 
to his aaolueion, it was no doubt owing mainly to his suavity of temper and 
manners. In Mr. Millar, as a Professor, we find talents of a very high 
order. Heattainod to cnnaiderable eminanoe without tlie advantages of a 
thorough aoodemio or collegiate ednoation. His aUainments in mental, moral 
and tkeological science, were creditable; but theesaetand physical solenoea 
were those best suited to the original bias of his mind, and those to whioh 
bis stadios wore chieSy directed. His acquisitions in this department, were 
not so extansive as those of leamad Mathematicians of Europe, or perhaps 
of some few in our own country; but as regards aptnesa and accuracy, he 
waa second, wa think, to no one. Tliero was one faculty ha possessed, which 
generally occasioned no little surprise to his pupils. Wo refer, if the mental 
analyst permit to his capacity of attending to eeveiul exordsos simullane- 
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•Bsly. Pupils nut uDficcitieatl; cams to die Professor far inslruetloTi oa Eaioe 
point, whilo he was occupied in solTing soiae difficult probleio ; and for fear 
of disttactiug his attention, would be disposed to defer thoit inquiries. Mr. 
HUler would apprise them Tor; pleasanll; tbat ho had two; and without in 
file lenstdegceotuiQingoffhiaeje, or at oli leaaening tlw rapidity of bisoUiec 
calculatiooa, could heoi and answer evorj question (hat might be propounded. 
I^ia fnjiult;, though not often noceasar; to professors, was of the greatest 
adTflutago to tha then ooHditJon of tlie College, on aceonnt of tite numbei: 
of branches in the depaitmuit, and tbe injudidousmulti^dieatioD of ctaases. 
Hia aoquiuntanco with whut are termed Natural Scieneea, was equally aceu- 
Tate, during the vigor of life, althougli it is cot likeij that hie knowledge, 
during Bio IsKt ten ysa«of his life, keptpaoe with the imptovamentsiaaomo 
of ttiese branebes, pactioalailj ciemistrj. His mode of oommunlcaline 
instmolJon was x>eculiarly hnppj, and his explauatioDS of abstruss points 
raoiarkably Inoid and aaUefimtory. Ha never read lecturea, hut bia esiem- 
piire reraaiks and illustrations, were always entertainisg, and sometimes 
highly valuable. Original fteorieB, in eijfenation of nataral phenomena, 
were not nnfrequenlly suggoatod, and inaurmouEtaMe diffioultios presented 
te the adoption of existing thoorlea. Man; of those are safely deposited in 
the mamoi'ioa of his pupils ; but as some of them might faavs led to valua- 
ble praoScal results, it Is muob to be regretted that hia eitreme diffidence 
prevented htm &am oommnnicating them in a loss perishable form. His 
mannora in class were not less decorous and winning thnn in private life. 
Hia punctuality was proverbial. During the thirty years he waa Professor, 
he spent, on an average, about five hours daily in the recibition room ; and 
though he reaided about a raiio from CoHege, ho was never known bs disap- 
point a olaiis, until within two yeareof the Uine when lie resigaed his oharga. 
Mr. Miller's MUng, as » Profaaaor, was an undue lenity to deliaquont«. 
The diligent atudent bad every facility for improvement, and, as a conse- 
quence, made rapid progress in science; bat those of an opposite character 
were ferreted out of their Inrkiag pinoes, and goaded with too sparing aband. 
Faoutty meoUnga, at which nnpleasant business was to be transacted, were 

perliapa the infirmity of age, rather than tiie defect of the man ; for ow 
animadversion is to bo nnderstaod of tlie decline of life and not of ile 

"Finally, ws refer to Mr. Miller as B. GhrUtian. The oommeneement of 
his Christian courae ia dated abont the time of bis arrival In the weatam 
ntry Of his early religioua eseroises, iha writer knows nothing; but 
h g nmn n ss of tbeae may be safely inftiiTed from the after fruits of holy 
li mg A Oif> Jireside, in Ibe ivaiaiion room, and in the sanf tH«ry, the 
Ck ti n wa. pre-eminentoverthe man.and thascbolar. His religious char- 
ate par k of the defect already alluded to. He was over timid, and 
flterefore leee promineat, aadi, in soma respeota, less useful, than many of not 
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The second meeting of the Board, but a few months after, 
(September 25, 1833,) tells another memorable incident. 
" The Board proceeded to elect a member in tte room of 
Graig Bitckie, Esq., deceased." * Thus, within a few months 

half hie moral north. He sought first tha kingdom of God and hia righteona- 
nesa, anHer tie heaitbful casyiction that all things else irbicli ara necessar; 
will be added tlierowitli. This was a principal reason of his attaoliment to 
tha College which he served for so mimy yetirs. Ho alnaja regarded that 
Inslitalion as eminently tho offspring ot f^th and prayer. His salary, during 
a great part of his life, nns exceedingly small, and lie is hionn to have 
deolined seTeral professorships vihaa the omolumoEta were far greater than 
those he actually enjoyed. 

" Our deceased friend's Christianily was the result if iiilelUgenl, as well as 
heart-felt conviction. His accurate mind weighed soberly the arguments in 
favor of the divine origin of Christianity. Tho ovidonce he saw to bo 
equpjly fiiir and irreaietiWe, though of a different nature, aa that in support 
of any proposition in Geometry. The system, if true, he perceived to be 
infinitely momcntone, laying claim to the homage of bis heart and tlie ser- 
vice of his life ; and those were acoor^ngly yielded t« its infiuenee. Ha 
was atloohed to &e Presbyterian church, and for many years nroling elder: 
a Caliinist in doctrine, exemplary in the diaehargo of every duty, and yet 
when all was done, deeply sensibie that ho was but ^an unprofitable servant.' 
Tho benevolent operations of the day received bia cordial support, and though 
a strictly tompoiate man, be readily gave bia pledge and hia heart to the 
blessod reform now in progress in our land. 

"Ho conversed about his decease calmly, eipressed his doop sense of hia 
own sinfulness, and bis exclaaive relianoe for pardon and salvatjon on the 
atonement of his Divine Saviour. Shortly before his deoease, he eiperlenoed 
a ' fiery trial,' from an apprehension that he would bo ' a castaway.' This 
lasted for nearly two days. He subsequently enjoyed great Iramquillity, and 
finally foil asleep in Jesus, without a struggle, trusting ut the mighty 
Saviour's name. 'Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord, for they rest 
from their labors, and their works do follovf them.'"— Tie Jle^. John ff. 
Stoned^. 

* Oraig Eitekie, Esq., was born in Glasgow, December 29, 1758. Wlieo 
only fourteen years of age he amigmted to this country, in 1112. Ha early 
evinced extraordinary talents for basmess, and soon succeeded in viorking 
hia way to the position of a successful merchant in Canonsbnrg. Attbeage 
of thu^ty, tie secured to himself the possession of a most esamaWe and val- 
uable wife, by marrjing Miss Mary Pries. This eieellent lady, who became 
the mother of » '* o family, pro-eminently adorned her station, and greatly 
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of each other, immediately after the erection of this last fine 
building, were called away from earth, Prof. Samuel Miller, 
Craig Ritchie, Esq., aad Dr. John M'Millan. They had been 
closely united for more than forty years, in their efforts to 
conduct Jefferson College up from feeble infancy to aturdy 
manhood. When Providence Hall waa finished aad o< 



oonlilbnted to Mr. Ritohie's hBiipmess and suocaga in life. S be sympathised 
with him m hia toils ajid slruggles to sustain Jofleraon College, tirongh its 
earlier history ; and her name ought ever toatandwiUi tiioso of Mra. Canon, 
Mrs. M'Mitlan, and other noble women nho labored and prated, and made 
Ench saciiGcos for Ibis Institution. 

Hr. Ritolilo'a enoFg? of character, hceiaoss habits, integrity of principle, 
and general iatelligenoe, secured to him a widely extended repntation. Ho 
Tins early elected to the Legislatflre, and served bis country for some yeara 
in this capacity. During the " Whisliy rnaurrectioji," he toolc a decided 
Etand on the dde of law ond order i and rendered himself so nnpopular with 
some of the leaders of that unhappy aSair, that be was in danger of their 
Tengeanoe. Indeed, nothing but bis absence, in attendance at the General 
Assembly of ibe State, saved his property from the toroh of the incendiaries, 
at the time that Qen. Neville's honae was burnefl to the ground; as some of 
the party told the family. He enjoyed the confidence and speclsl friendship 
of Gen. Woabinglon, who often visited him, and ootrosponded with him, and 

est, so far OS Waetdngton county was conoemed. He not only lodged with 
Mr. Ritchie, and often dined with him, but took many awalltwith biin along 
the banks of Chardere, conferring with bim, not only about bis own private 
interests, but tho public concerns of the country. Ho also enjoyed (ho 
ftiendsbip and oonfldence of Br. M'Millan, who made Mr. Ritchie's house 
bis homo, whenever he was in Cononsbucg. For more than forty years, there 
was an unbroken intimacy between these good men. 

It would be hard to say bow mneh Jefferson College is indebted ta Mr. 
Ritcbie for its succesaful etrugglss In its most perilous ^mes. Ho was ono 
of its flrat Trustees, and the Secretary of the Board for a long time. Ho 
alao was appointed Treasurer, at various times, and manned tbe Hnonciol 
atfoirs of the College with great judgment and success, often paying large 
sums in advanoe, from his own pociiet. He was by far the mostbusincaa 
man they had, and did nioro in deviaing waya and meaaa to anatain the Col- 
lege, than perhaps all the other Trustees together, even including Dr. M'Mil- 
lan himself. Ho gave a birge portion of his time and personal attention in 
anperin lending tho progress of fbe new building, and providing firom his 
^wa resources, whatever lolghtbo temporarily wanted by the workmen. And 
11* 
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they might well consider their work on earth as done. Aad 
the remarkahle ProTidence of God so ordered it that these 
thi-ee 'men should all successively die immediately after the 
completion of this work. It was a eircumatance of almost as 
atriting a character as the deaths of Adams and Jefferson, 
the one the author, the other the eloquent advocate of the 
Declaration of Independence, just fifty years after that national 
birthday, on the 4th of July, 1826. But we return to notice 
one or two matters that ought not to he passed over in silence ; 
and which helong to the few years which precede the last dates 
we have been giving. We have often had occasion to notice 
the generous benefactions which poured from time to time 
into the College Treasury, to aid poor and pious youth in pre- 
paring for the gospel ministry. Indeed, it is believed the 
guardians of the Institution never turned away a worthy 
young man, destitute of means, who sought their doors, 
whether he was a professor of religion or not. It had long 



when, in 1317, sTery othor Truslae toevood to deepnir of Ibe fartier ej 
of Jefferson CoUogo, Mr. Eit«liie wae unmoved and immOTaMo, and took 
flach eiiergetio Etapa as reanimatod the tiionds of the Inaldtution, and secured 
its continnanrie. 

He .lied, Jnno 13th, 1833, He was a gentlemim of th Id Bch L Hia 
digi^ified and somewhat arietoorfitic mannoFBi and his fin p 1 1 1 

anoo, oomrQanded reapeot itherever ho might he found. P h ty f 
prinoiplo, goodneaa and chari^, and for eelf-sacrificing off i t h If I 

Jefferaon Collogo, tho church of hisohoioo. End the country f his d jti 
Mr, Eitchie had no anperior in onr Woalom oonntry, T h 1 j 

enjoyed the oonfldenoa and ealeem of Son. Waahington li J) M Milian 
la a high honor to ivhieli few, liTing or dead, can lay olaini H 1 f t b hind 
him a large and well educated family, of uncommon intalligeiioe and refine- 
ment. Their oSapiing are scattered over the land, from Baiiimow to How 
Orleans. The Beo. Dr. Aiidrew WylU, President, firat of Jefferson College, 
then of Washington College, and lastly of Indiana Univeraity, married hi? 
oldest daughter. Bev. Samatl F. Ltahe, also manied a daughter. The 
Sev. Joaeph T. SmilA, D. D., of BaJUmore, is married to hie grand-donghler, 
ffis oldest liTJng son, John SitcMe, Esq., roaidea in New Orleans. The 
Son. David RilcMe, of Plttahureh, is perhaps his third eon. Hie youngest 
son, Ci-aig Bitohie, Esj., is a merchant in Canonsburg. 
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1 cen a aul leet of seno s confeience amongst the members of 
the B Mil Faculty and other pattons of the lustitutioa, 
whether .t bettei system oould not be devised tfl aid poor, bat 
fjlented and jromiimg juun^ men thioagb a college course. 
Ihejlauft a self ustain ng Inslittition hid not then been 
much heard of But in some paits of the country, attempts 
had been mide to unite the manual laboi system with schools 
•\n\ icademics The schpme was be oming popular, and 
exciting much attention m the public mind Some had read 
about what lostalozzi anl FellenbLrg weio lomg in the old 
world Couli something like this be done in whole or in 
part at Lanonslurg ? It half the glowing declamation that 
WIS beginning to fill the pnblio jrese on the subject was 
f unded m ti ith t waa worth the tr il Surely Jefferson 
I liege thit b d been si 'time! through its earlier life, by 
the hard earned and humble offerings of the comparatively 
poor, all OYii Western Pennsjlvanii, is we have already Bt,en, 
was mw, in her bttter anl nure prosperous days, peculiarly 
bound not to forget " the rock whence she wis hewn and the 
h le of the pit wbcni,o she was digged — was bound not to 
forget the poor It was worth the trial, at any rate, to see 
whether fioilitiea ofteied toi agricultui-J Kbor, could be 
secuied to joung men who were willing to work their way to 
a diploma, by the toil ol thtir binds Accoidingly, at a 
meeting ot the Boaid, September 30, 18S0, the fjllowing 
preamble and resolutions were adopted 

" Whereas, it has pleased the dreat Hiadoftho church, emi- 
nently to own and bless the mttiumentality of thia College, m 
preparing men for usefulness in the gospel harvest, as well as in 
other professional and public stations, and whereas the Board 
cherish the hope that his kind and benignant Providence may 
Btill continue to watch ovor it for good, and to increase the 
amount of its usefulness to the cause, and the kingdom of Christ, 
and the public welfare ; and whereas they feel it incumbent on 
them to use every measure in their power to facilitate the acqui- 
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sition of classical education on the part of indigent and prom- 
ising young men of our country j tlierefore, 

" Resolved, That ia order the more fully to attain the objects 
above adverted to, it ia expedient to coEnect with the College 
premises, a farm of such locatioE and size as may givo to all 
such students as may he disposed, an opportunity to employ a 
part of their time in mechanical, horticultural and agricultural 
pursuits, with a view to the decrease of their ezpenses, and for 
other purposes, on such plan and under such regulations as may 
hereafter be adopted by the Board." 

Messrs. Williams, Johnston, and Logan, were appointed a 
committee to take measures to obtain the requisite funds for the 
purchase of a form, and were authorized to select and purchase 
the same, whenever the requisite funds shall have been sub- 
scribed or guaranteed. In April, 1831, the committee made a 
report, unfavorable to the purchasing of a farm at that time. 
But while the subject was under consideration, Messrs. Allen 
imd Williams stated to the Board that they had made a purchase 
of a form, adjacent to the town, for the sum of |3,000, which 
they would tender to the Board, if they would accept of it, 
on the terms purchased. The Board agreed to the terms — 
these gentlemen pledging themselves, at the end of one year, 
to talre baoli the farm, provided the Board should be disposed 
to give it up, and that they would, ia tbat case, refund the 
money now advanced by the Board, without interest. We 
find hut little subsequently recorded about this farm. It is 
stated that on September 28th, 1831, " A request was laid 
before the Board, by Mr. L. Streit, a student of the College, 
for a lease of three or four acres of ground, on the College 
farm, with the privilege of erecting a house and making cer- 
tain improvements thereon. His request was granted, and 
Messrs. Moses Allen and Benjamin Williams were appointed 
a committee to contract with Mr, Streit, and make such 
arrangements with other students desirous of residing on the 
farm, as shall appear expedient. We know but little more 
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of this enterprise. Wo believe, however, that after the trial 
and experience of a few years, it waa deemed expedient to 
abandon it, not having fulfilled the expectations of those who 
were at first very sanguine in its succesa. A similar fate has 
attended such schemes almost everywhere else. And we 
hear but little now of manual labor Colleges ajid Academies. 
A real agrienlturftl school, however, is a different affair. Our 
State Agrioultural Society is about to make the experiment 
of such an insfitnlion. But though we should rejoice iu its 
success, if conducted on right principles, we fear it will be a 
failure. For how shall moral and religious instruction te 
provided that will be worth any thing, and at the same time 
be acceptable to all the parties interested f If it be entirely 
left out — if an open Protestant Bible and scripture lessons be 
excluded, what guarantee can we have for its moral influence, 
and even for ifa successful management ? But this is aside 
from our present purpose. We cannot yet think that a plan 
of manual labor in mechanical departments, in connection 
with Jefferson College, would be necessarily a failure, if some 
of the faculty, or some suitable person employed by them, 
could taio the direction of it. Most students would labor 
with more advantage in rooms or stops, than on farms, often 
esposed to scorching suns, or drenching rains; for these 
could not always be avoided. And young men or boys, reek- 
ing with perspiratioa or discomforted with soiled clothes, feel 
little tasto or fitness for study, or the lecture room. This hjs 
been our experience, and that of those with whom we have 
conversed. If, indeed, a professor of agrioultural chemistry 
could be sustained, and a sufficient amount of land could be 
secured to afford an opportunity of illu'strating tho various 
scientific improvements in the cultivation of different soils, 
in sub-soil plowing and spading, and in the preparation of 
manures, it might fee rendered a valuable acquisition to Jef- 
ferson College, and to Western Pennsylvania. Perhaps, after 
all, the great difficulty is to provide, in the same institution, 
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for those who are viiUingto work, and also for those whobaTC 
»o need, or are not inclined to work. Those who heing poor, 
are willing to work their way to a diploma, or even to acquire 
a part of a college education, by the labor of their hands, 
will perhaps always prefer to perform that labor elsewhere, or 
to resort to such institutions as require all, without difitinction, 
to work certain hours of the day. Work, to a certain amount, 
must he made the rule for all alike,. perhaps, ia order to secure 
complete sueceas, whether it be mechanical or agricultural 

We have bow brought down our history to a period suffi- 
ciently near our times to justify a winding up of our narra- 
tive, by a very summaiy statement of what belongs to the 
remaining period. Dr. Brown, after a long and prosperous 
career in his ofS.ce, resigned, in 1845. He had been, during 
the greater part of his residence in Canonshurg, also engaged 
in pastoral and ministerial labors, in conneetion with Dr. 
M'Millaa. And when, in 1830, the ehureh in Canonshurg 
was organized, he became its stated Supply. That church, 
along with lie College, was favored with many refreshing sea- 
sons of divine influence. No college in our country has, per- 
haps, been more highly fiivored in this respect. There were 
especially two very remarkable revivals, both in the College 
and in the town, during his presidency; and before he died, 
ho had the happiness of knowing several scores of ministers 
laboring through the wide land, and some who had gone to 
heathen lands, that first, as they believed, drew the breath of 
spbitual life while at College in Canonshurg. 

The Rii R J Breckenridge, D. D., was his successor. 
He (continued m office, however, only till June, 1847 — ^not 
long enough to fulfill the great expectations that were raised 
by his eminent abilities — but long enough to give a new 
impulse to the interests of the College. He was succeeded 
by the Eev. A. B. Brown, D. D,, son of Dr. Matthew Brown. 
He had been a member of the Faculty some time before, and 
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stated supply or pastor of Chartiers coDgregation. Tliis 
charge he of course surrendered, upon aeeepting the Pre^- 
deney of the College. For he waa about the same time 
unanimonslj called to the pastorate of the church in Canons- 
burg. After his entrance on this new and arduous field of 
labor, he soon erineed eminent and peculiar talents for his 
station. The College continued to flourish under hia admin- 
istration, assisted as he has been, by an able and efficient Fac- 
ulty, Though it was thought the loss of Prof. Samuel 
WiUia/ms, and the Rev. If. Snyder, both eminent in their 
departments, could not be easily repaired, the Trustees were 
fortunate in securing tie services of Prof. Jmies and Prof. 
Frazer — one from the Emerald Isle, the other a North Briton — 
both well educated and esperienoed men. Still further, they 
have now also the faithful servicoB of the Rev. A. WilUamg, 
D. D., whoso long experience as a Professor in Athens Uni- 
versity, had fully prepared him for Jiis present office and 
labor. He is also oo-pastor with Dr. Brown, of the church. 
It was hoped this arrangement would aiford such relief to Dr. 
Brown as his feeble health required. But he has found the 
labor and confinement too oppressive for him. This, tflgothor 
■with the feeble health of part of his fhmily, has led to his 
removal to the country, and to hia resignation of the Presi- 
dency, much to the regret of the Board, and of all the friends 
of Jefferson College. The Board, however, on the 7th of 
January of the present year, (1857,) have unanimouHly elected 
the Rev. Dr. Aldan, late Professor at La Fayette College, 
Easton, Pa. And he has recently entered, with groat accept- 
ance, upon the duties of hia responsible ofBce. The Institu- 
tion is now in a state of great prosperity. The number of 
students is as great as at any former period. The plan of 
raising by scholarships $60,000, for a permanent endowment 
fund, has succeeded. The effort to raise another endowment 
of a Greek Professorabip, is in progress, and it is hoped will 
bo completely successful. There is still much need of mi 
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it of the College Library, of a moie extended Ohem- 
ical and Philosophical Apparatus, of an improved Natural 
History depai'tment, and, above all, of a good Astronomical 
Observatory, with a full supply of Optical InetrumciitB, The 
honor is yet reserved for some generous friends of science to 
afford the requisite funds. 

There is one other matter connected with the more recent 
history of our College, that may be briefly stated, A mov&- 
ment was made in the Synod of AVheeling, a few years ago, 
with a view of getting up an Institution under ecclesiastical 
supervision ; and a committee was appointed to confer with a 
similar committee, to be appointed by the Synod of Pittsburgh, 
with the hope that a plan might be devised by which they 
might act conjointly in this measure. Nothing, however, 
resulted from this, ao far aa the Synod of Pittsburgh was 
concerned. In the course of another yeai-, a negotiation was 
opened between the Trustees of Washington College and the 
Synod of Wheeling, which resulted in the transfer of that 
College to the control and supervision of that Synod. Believ- 
ing that many ministers and churches in the bounds of the 
Synod of Pittsburgh, would be glad to lend their co-opera- 
tion in favor of this Synodleal College, that Synod sent dele- 
gali.tt lu her sister Synod to invite such action and friendly 
response, in regard to this enterprise, as might te deemed pro- 
per. Many members of the Synod, though declining any sy nod- 
ical relation to the Institution, espiessed their heaity good 
will in the cause, and their wiUmgntss that agents in behalf of 
Washington College should M«if suth ot their churches as 
were favorable to the enterprise of the Synod of Wheeling, 
and invite such aid to endowment funds as could be obtained. 
When the Synod of Pittsburgh met m 1853, it was moved 
by the late lamented and eloquent young brother, the Eov. 
Mr, Cook, and seconded, wt, believe, by the Eev. L. M'Aboy, 
that a committee be appointed to cunfLr with the Trustees of 
Jefferson College, in order to ascertain whether that Institu- 
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tjon could bo placed in a relation to the Synod of Pittsburgh, 
aimilar to that of Washington College with the Synod of 
Wheeling, and to report to the Sjnod at ita next meeting. 
Their report waa as follows : 

" tober 20th, 1854. The committee appointed to cor- 
respond with the Trustees of Jefferaon College, as to the expe- 
diency and conditions of its being placed under the ecclesias- 
tical supervision of this Synod, or in case the General Assem- 
bly divide it, the joint supervision of the two Synods report. 
That in accordance with their inetructions, they diligently 
and faithfully attended to the duty enjoined, aud were respect- 
fully and cordially received ; but, for reasons assigned by those 
who were entrusted with the maaagemeat and control of the 
Institution, your committee failed to accomplish the object 
contemplated in their appointment." 

David KniKPATRicK, 
L. K. M'Aboy, 
T. H. Neven. 

No further afltiou has been subsequently talion by the Synod 
of Pittsburgh, in reference to this matter. Even on the sup- 
position that those who moved in this affair expected the result 
which occurred, we suppose their desire was that it might 
be seen that they, as well as a majority of the Synod, were 
not hostile to ecclesiastical supervision ; and that the churches 
and the world might see that the position of Jefferson Col- 
lege was such as to render it impracticable, or, at least, alto- 
gether unadvisable that any nearer relation with the Synod 
of Pittsburgh should be effected than such as already existed, 
and that, notwithstanding this, the present status and histori- 
cal antecedents of the Coliege, entitled it to the undiminished 
conBdenee and patronage of the whole Presbyterian chureh. 
From this report of the committee to the Synod, it does not 
appear what the reasons were that led the Trustees of Jeffer- 
12 
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son College to take sucli ground, as led the committee to 
report the failure of the ohjoct of their appointment. The 
Board, however, took care to publish to the world, in the 
Pre&byUrian Advocate, and several other papers, during the 
month of April, 1854, their action in relation to the propo- 
sals of the Synod of Pittsburgh, which was as follows : 

" After maturely considering the important eommuBieation 
of the Synod of Pittsburgh, the Board feel constrained most 
respectfully to decline the proposed ecclesiastical eonneotion 
with the Synod, for the following, among other reasons, viz : 
lat. Fidelity to the commonwealth of Pennsylvania, from 
which we hold our charter, and from which considerable dona^ 
tiona in money have, from time to time, been received, pre- 
cludes us from the right to transfer to other hands, and for 
other purposes than those originally contemplated, a trust so 
important, and assumed under the solemnities of an oath. 
The very terms of our charter would be -violated, in their 
Spirit at least, by surrendering the exclusive control of the 
Institution to any ono religious denomination. 2d. The 
interests of other religious deaominatioES, especially of those 
which have, from the beginning, been largely concerned in 
the patronage and control of this College, forbid the transfer 
of its management and supervision to any single denomina- 
tion. It is true that the Institution has always been predom- 
inantly Presbyterian in its character, from the fact that it 
was originally planted in the midst of a population almost 
exclusively Presbyterian, and h;^ always been dependent 
chiefly on Presbyterian patronage. This character it is 
expected stUl to maintain. Its Presbyterianism, however, 
has never been exclusive or sectarian. At least three branches 
of the gr at P byt n family, all holding ' the like pre- 
cioua faith ha alway been united in its support. For one 
of these d n m nat n largely in the majority, faD usurp the 
exclusive cont 1 f n nstitution in which the others are 
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alike interested, m proportion to their numbers, would be a 
grosB I lolation of ^ood faith and Christian courtesy 3d The 
past ind pie'-ent prosperity of the College, on ita existing 
h^ais, Bitisfaeo ua that the proposed change ia not oalled for 
(lod has been graciously pleased to bless the Institution with 
the smiles of hia Providence, and the frequent eflusiona of 
his spirit, so that tt has been enabled to sond forth an unusu- 
ally large numbir of laborers into the spiritual harvest field 
m our country, and in foreign lands ; and to furnish hundreds 
of men for posts of distinguished honor and usefulness, both 
ill Church and St t W I ave, therefore, no inducement to 
abandon our Id f nd t and especially to have recourse, 

in the midst £ p p ty t a measure which wc could not, 
in good faith ad pt unl any circumstances, 4th. We see 
no necessity f th p p d change, on the alleged ground 
of a demand i am notified education;' or for the 

greater security, as to the faithful and unperverted use of 
onr funds, in future years. There has always been as large 
an infusion of the religious element into the educational appli- 
ances of this CoUpge, as we think is propc» or practicable, in 
a hterary Institution It would be obviously improper and 
unwise for us to sulveit the very foundations of the Institu- 
tion, in Older to stcurc fii it in idvintage which it already 
enioys, in as high a digiee as any Ecclesiastical College in 
the Imd And whatevci maybe the apparejut necessity for 
adopting the pimciple <f ecclesiastical supervision in the 
founding of new institutions, la those parts of our country 
where all ofhei denominations are pursumj^ the same eoui'se, 
we believe that in onr eiae there is no auoh necessity. We 
are happy morcovi,r, to be ible to aftoid an example of har- 
mouijus Chtistjan union lud eo opeiation on common ground, 
at a time wh n th P d n ^.e of G-od seems to call ao loudly 
upon all the t f n 1 f Christ to combine their efforts 
in opposition t mm n n laies. In regard to the security 
of funds from f t ir p ion, we believe that the peculiar 
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oonstitutioii of this Board, as consisting of members belong- 
ing to four different Presbyterian denominations, affords a 
more am.ple guarantee for the safety of funds, than if they 
were nnder the exclusive control of aay one of these dcnom- 
inationa. The history of endowments proves that they are 
as liable to perversioa in ecclesiastical as in other hands. 
But while wo do not foe! at liberty, for the reasons already 
stated, to pla«e the Institution under the direct control of the 
Synod, yet, in order to satisfy those who think that the church 
ia the safest depository for funds, we are perfectly willing, and 
would propose, thatany funds which tho Synod may sec proper 
to raise for the endowment of a Profeasorship, or for scholar- 
ships in this Institution, shall be held under the care and 
control of the Synod, and be subject to withdrawal, whenever 
applied in a way that does not meet the approbation of that 
body. We are iikowlso willing to enter into a similar arrange- 
ment with the other ecclesiastical bodies represented in this 
Board. 

" In thus declining the proposals of the Synod, we wish it to 
be distinctly understood that we do not nndetvalue the patron- 
age and the maternal care of that venerable body. We trust 
that the reasons wo have assigned for our course will commend 
themselves to tho jjbtnfUthlnd fthCl 
lege, and to tho Ch t n p bb g n lly 1 w f 1 

assured that the Syn 1 f P tt bu h will n t w thd w t, 
confidence and fav h th t nj d f to th In t tnti n 
under our care, so 1 ng w adh t th p a pi and 
policy by which we h hith t nd t d t nd t wh h 
the Synod itself baa recently given the strongest and most 
unqualified approbation. We should deprecate, above all 
things else, the withdrawment from ns of the sympathies and 
prayers of the people of God. We shall still be dependent, 
in a measure, on their pecuniary patronage, but much more 
upon their prayers, for a continuance of the prosperity which 
we have heretofore enj oyed. Trusting that God and our friends 
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will not desert us, we decide to go forward, on the old bapisj 
on which the fathers of this Institution placed it. Adopted 
nnanimoualj at a meeting of the Board, held March 29, 1854. 

"James M'CuLLOUGii, Sedy." 



The reading of this paper was aot called for when the 
ajnodieal committee made their report, as it had been previ- 
onslj published, and was doubtless read by most of the mem- 
bers of the Synod. 

It is uot ont of place here to atat«, simply as a historian, 
that the minds of the friends and advocates of the old system 
of government were about this time enlightened, or mystified, 
by an elaborate paper that appeared in the Southern Presby- 
terian Review, on the subject of denominational education. 
It ia said to be from the pen of the Rev. R. J. Breckenridge, 
B. B., and was published in a separate pamphlet, and put 
into the bands of some of the Trustees of Jefferson College. 
Those who wish to examine the whole questinn about ecclesi- 
astical supervision, should read the very able Annual Eeporta 
of the Secretary of the General Assembly's Board of Educa- 
tion, for the last few years, and also this paper of Dr. Breck- 
enridge, together with several able articlea published by the 
Kev. Bra. Thomwoll, Babney and Hope, and also an excel- 
lent paper from the pen of the Rev. Mr. Vaughan, of Vir- 
ginia. Those written by Thomwell and Vaughan, are 
considered as strong on that side of the question as any that 
have been written. But we hasten to close this chapter, with 
but a few remarks. 

It is not easy to state with any precision what Jefferson 
College has done for the cause of literature and science 
throughout this country. There are some facts, however, 
that are interesting to every man who loves his country and 
his race. She baa had the honor of training twenty-four Presi- 
12* 



i..,Goo^lf 



138 HISTOKV Off JEPFEESON COLLEGE. 

dents of Collegei., * m ten different Statos. More than Ji/iy 
Professora in Colleges were on(.e sitting at her feet. A largo 
mimber of Piofe^f, ra The logical Seminaries, and in 
Academies and 1 emale feem n es and Institutes, are amongst 
her alumni. Atoi t ix 1 u 6 d ministers of tlie gospel 
receiTed their literary tra n ng n whole or in part, at this 
seat of science. The number t lawyers, physicians, judges, 
governors of states, legislators, and public men, cannot be 
told with any certainty. We will not venture our conjectures. 
The whole number, however, ia vast. When Messrs. Mender- 
son, M'Millan and iSmit/i stood in the shade of the sassafras 
liBshes, in July, 1791, to inaugurate the Institution in its 
humble form of academical life, how little did they dream of 
the glorious career that awaited their humble protege 1 May 
Bucccasive generations witness a still brighter halo of gloiy 
gathering around the brow of Jefferson College, until ite 
brightness shall mingle and blend and melt away with the 
glories of the mOlennial morn I 

* Tlie present Priaoipal of 'Waaliington College, now imder ths oojo of 
the Synod of Wheeling, the Eev. J. W. Scotl, 1). D., grfidaatad at Jofferaon 
College, in 1827 ; and the ProsidoBt of Woshijigton College, Lesington, Va,, 
that Inatitutiou whiih owed its origin lo the same action of the Synod of 
Vii^nia, in llfll, fhat helped forward Uio CnKOnsburg Aoademy, ("yar 
nobile /rairKm,") the Rev. Qeorge JankiV, D. D., grsdostcd also ct JeBeiEon 
College, in 1313. 
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CHAPTER Til. 

SOME ACOOUNl OE THE IITEKARY B0C1ETIJE3 OP JEFBERSON 



Histoiy of Phllo literary Society — Anil of th* Franklin Litprnry Sociatj. 

Oar work would be inoomrlete without '*ome notice uf two 
important institutions tiiat have boon connected with the 
fortunes of tho College, for aLout sisty years. We hegin 
with 

This Society is a few months older than its rival sister, 
being founded August 23d, 1797. 

Its founders were the Eev. John Watson, first President of 
the College, Eev. Samuel Tate, Key. Bobert Johnston, liev. 
James Satterfield, Kev. John M'Lain, Eev. Eliaha Macurdy, 
Wm. Towler, R«v. John Boggs, Eev. Eobert Lee, Eev, Wm. 
Moorehead, Eev. Wm. M'Millan, D. D., and Joseph Smith. 
Of these, only Messrs, Johnston and Satterfield stUl survive. 
Most of them were eminently useful men in their day ; and 
some of them will long be remembered iu Western Penn- 
sylvania. 

The object of the Society was the cultivation and promotion 
of science and literature, and of friendship and morality 
among its members. The first meeting was held in the garret 
of the old stone edifice, where they oontimied to assemble fbr 
several subsequent years. They labored under every incon- 
Their seats were benches j their great coats were 
(139) 
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used for window blinds; and their table was but a stool. 
Yet, with a laudable ambition, tiicj surmounted every obata- 
ele, and laid the foundations of an institution that has passed 
through the trying scenes of sistj years. 

Tho goyerament was substantially the same with that of 
the rival Society; and both resembled those of the literary 
societies of Princeton College, and of other Institutions. 
Indeed, their constitutions were, to some extent, copied from 
those of tho Whig and Cliosophic Societies of Nassau Hall. 
The details will not he expected in our brief narrative. Suf 
fice it to say, they were well suited to secure the objects in 
view — their mental and moral improvement, mutual friend- 
ship, and habits of system and good order in their exercises, 
deliberations, and business transactions. They met weekly, 
during the sessions of College, — the Philo Society, generally 
on Friday evening. In earlier days, their exercises were 
spelling, speaking select orations, dthating, and reading com- 
positions. Ih-^i first of these was, after some time, laid aside : 
whether wisely or not, is not, perhaps, bo clear. Though it 
might seem rather humiliating and undignified, such an exer- 
cise could not fiul to be profitable, through all future life. 
Strange as it may appear, graduates of colleges are not always 
good spellers, or thoroughly grounded in orthography. Per- 
haps the end might be attained, in such societies, without 
adopting a school-boy method of drilling. The Society was 
opened and closed with prayer. The presiding officer was 
required, upon his induction into office, to read an original 
composition. The members were divided into three classes, 
which alternately engaged in debating, select speaking, com- 
positions, recitations on history, and reading and spelling. 
Fotu debaters were chosen by the presiding officer, from the 
class that read and spelled, for the debate of the ensuing 
evening or meeting. One of these had choice of sides as to 
the question, another, choice of assistant. Translations were 
sometimes allowed from some one of the classics, in lieu of 
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Tclect orations. This waa considered of great advanfagn to 
the younger members, to promote their accurate aeqiwintance 
nith the classical wi'iters. But this was during the eailier 
history of the Society. If a student failed to perform !iia 
proper exercise, he was required to do it at the nest meeting, 
in addition to what was then tasked. One of the earliest 
items recorded is a resolution of March.SOth, 1798, requiring 
two persons t* he appointed to speak orafions hefbre the Trus- 
tees, at the following examination. Again, on the evening 
of March 18th, 1799, it was resolved that tJwee persona should 
be elected to spoak orations, two of which were to be deliv- 
ered before the Trustees, and one "on the last night of the 
singing school 1" These were the first public exercises of 
which there is any record. 

On September 5th, 1799, a proposition was received from 
the Franklin Society, to contest with the Philo Society, before 
the Trustees, at the following cKamination, in select ^eakini/, 
coift^ontiori, and debating ; which proposition was agreed to. 
Thence originated those Contests which have so long been 
annually sustained by these literary societies, at the close of 
each Spring session. It is unnecessary to enlarge upon the 
influence of this romarkablo feature of Jefferson College his- 
tory, npon the improvement of the members, and upon the 
development and cultivation of the talents of the students. 

The first question discussed was, "Whether the mathe- 
matics, or the languages — Latin and Greek — be more neces- 
sary ?" The question is sufhoiently vague to allow of a wide 
range in its discussion; and perhaps, for that reason, was 
better adapted for the purpose. The next question discussed 
was, in substance, " Whether the immediate emancipation of 
the slaves would be right ?" But as we purpose to give a list 
of the questions, down to the present time, we shall not fur- 
ther notice them here. For the first four years, they had no 
library. They then began by purchasing a pronounemg die- 
tioTUtrt/. This was their first book, and is still retained in 
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their library, as a veneralile piece of antiquity. It was their 
only book for four years more ; wiicn some member happily 
hit upon the idea of a subscription by tho members, and 
patrons of literature in the town and country around, to raise 
a fund, with which they might begin a library, ISeeK^-fow 
Tolumes were thus secured. About $60 were raised in this way. 
In 1806, with their (wo (fosem of books, and a treasury con- 
taining $29,181, and an outstanding subscription for |120, 
they also required of each member, on dismission, %\, to be 
devoted exclusively to tho purchase of books. They also 
petitioned the Trustees for a suitable repository for their 
books. In those early days, they adhered to the old style of 
reckoning, by pounds, shillings and pence. 

Tho questions discii^sed in the Society in those early days 
were adapted to their circumstances. Having no library of 
any aeoount, they did not often venture on discussions that 
required much book research j preferring such as were of a 
practical natua-e, and about which they had some experience, 
or could gather opinions that were floating in the community 
around them, in those days, A few specimens may be given : 
" Is it right to inoculate for the small-pox ?" Decided in the 
negative. "Is the farmer or the student the more happy ?" 
" Whether is it naturally immoral to have more wives than 
one ?" " Is it right for a studeut to marry while at learn- 
ing 1" Decided in the negative. " Whether is it right, in 
public worship, to give out more lines than one ?" " Or to 
give out two lines of a Psalm at once, in this congregation ?" 
Decided in the negative. " Whether would the State of Penn- 
sylvania be better with, or without lawyers V "Is it as proper 
for young ladies to make proposals of marriage to young gen- 
tlemen, as for young gentlemen to make proposals to young 
ladies?" "Have we any good reason to say that a black 
skin, flat nose, and curly hair, are uglier than the color, noses, 
and hair, we have among us 1" " Whether is activity, joined 
with aharpness of speech and temper; or good humor, joined 
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with indolence, to tie preferred in tho character of a young 
lady ?" " Is it right to drink whisky in a tavern ?" Decided 
that it J9 right in certain cases "Should a married couple 
continue to cohabit, when they become odious to eaeii other, 
and desire to separate?" "Does marriage weaken the pow- 
ers of the mind ?" To debate this question, two single pcr- 
aona were appointed upon the aifii'matiTe, and two married 
upon the negative ; but the latter, having the advantage of 
experience, found little dif&eulty in sustaining the negative, 
before a body vfho little regarded all thcoretieil views, when 
they could receive the evidence of practical men. Indeed, to 
account for several questions above stated, it must be remem- 
bered that in those days, there were always several married 
studentfl at College, and the others found amusement in teas- 
ing and roasting them fcy aaeh discussions. " The above 
questions," says the Philo historian, " were all, doubtlesa, 
debated with that gravity and dignity which their importauoo 
Even so late as 1823, the following question 
" Suppose a young man, bred a farmer, but 
without any fortune, has it in his power to marry either of 
two women ; the one, a girl of large fortune, but neither hand- 
HOmc in person nor agreeable in conversation, and can manage 
the household affairs well enough; the other, a girl every 
way agreeable in person, conversation and behavior, but 
without any fortune ; which of the two should he choose 1" 
From the minutes of the nost meeting, it appears that the 
decision was in favor of the girl without fortune. From the 
ludicrous length of the question, one might think that the 
proposer of it had been recently reading "Pike and Haward'a 
Oases of Conscience," 

Of the founders of the Philo Society, Dr. M. Brown, who 
was requested to fiirnish some reminiscences to a committee, 
in 1837, gave the following brief account : " Of John Boggs, 
I am not certain ; but believe he is the same who was, for 
some time, pastor or stated supply, in the Second church, 
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Pittsburgh ; and teacher of a female academy — bein^ a 
respectable scholar and preacher, and a man of piety, lasts 
and eloquence. Of Wm. Fowler, I know nothing. Rohert 
Johnston is well known aa a distinguished preacher, and Tery 
useful man. He waa for some time pastor of the Presbyte- 
rian church in Meadville, Afterwards settled in the Forks of 
Yough — several yeai's a member of the Board of Trustees of 
Jefferson College — a punctual and useful member, who has 
ever taken a deep interest in the concerns of the College. 
He is now (1837) pastor of a church in Indiana county, Pa, 
He received the beat education this Institution could afford, 
while an Academy. He left before it received a charter for 
a College ; and of course is not numbered among our gradu- 
ates. Rohert Lee became a preacher, and was settled in West- 
moreland county. Pa. Of his history, I know nothing. 
Jolm MLain was a preacher of high standing for a consid- 
erable time; was settled at Montour's, near Pittsburgh — a 
man of talents; but was charged with intemperance, and 
silenced. He afterwards practiced medicine. Elisha Macurdy, 
well known as one of the most respectable laborers and use- 
ftd ministers in this country. He was settled at Cross-Roads, 
when first licensed, where he remained until infirmity of age 
admonished him to resign. He will bo remembered especially 
for his missionary spirit, and the friend of the poor Indiana, 
having done more in that cause than any other man in our 
region. Macurd^s education was very limited, having been 
advanced in years before he commenced. Wm. M'SHUan, 
formerly President of the College — a man of solid, rathear 
than splendid talents; a substantial, rather than polished 
scholar. He was nephew to E,cv, Dr. Millan — succeeded Mr. 
Wjlie. Unhappy differences having occurred, he resigned 
the ofE.ce of President — was afterwards President of the Col- 
lege of Now Athens, Ohio, where ho died. Wm. Moorehead 
was the same whose name is associated with Watson. He grad- 
uated, as I believe, at Princeton, at the same time with Wat- 
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son — ^lioeascd to preacli the same day. Thej were married 
to two Bisters, (daughtera of Dr. M'Millan,) at tlie same time, 
died on the Bamo day, and were buried in the same grave. 
This siiigulai' eoLaeidenee is engraved on their tombstone, on 
the hill, (Chartiers graveyard,) ae most of the students may 
have seen. James tSatterfield. — Ho was a respectable cler- 
gyman ; Btill living — one of the first pioneers west of the 
Allegheny river. He was located somewhere in Mercer 
county, Pa., or Trumbull county, Ohio. Samuel Tate, a 
pioneer, very early settled in the town of Morcer, where he 
has been greatly useful : known over all that region aa an 
excellent man, whose labors have been blessed extensively. 
He is still living, (1837,) and honored aa a father. John 
Watson, — His history is very remarkable and interesting. 
He was a poor lad, employed aa a clerk or bar-keeper, to a 
Mr, Purviance, who kept a public house in Washington. He 
possessed an uncommon eagerness to acquire knowledge. He 
began to read the " Spectator," and finding so many Latin aen- 
toncea as mottoea, he was determined to understand them, 
and somehow to leai'n Latin. He procured a grammar and 
dictionary, and without any teacher, commenced the proceas. 
He was brought to notice by the celebrated Judge Addison, 
an admirable scholar himself, and patron of learning. Addi- 
son, being at Washington, at court, returned to his lodging in 
the tavern, late at night, after all had gone to bed except Wat- 
son. Him he found at his books. He had a Horace, and 
was laboring at it. Addison, surprised and delighted, fur- 
nished him useful books. And, after some time, he waa 
brought to the knowledge of some benevolent persons, who 
agreed to send him to the Canoaabnrg Aoademy. He became 
linily pious ; as was exhibited by his Christian life and happy 
death. His talents were of the highest order. He was sent 
to Princeton College, where he sustained himself by teaching 
a claas, aa tutor ; and prosecuted his studies with such success, 
that no fine pretended to rival him for the fini honw. Yet 
13 
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he, for various reasons, modestly declined it. He iras tbe 
Kirhii WxHe of Nassau Hall. The Hon. Cliailes F. Mercer, 
of Virginia, was his classmate ; and in tlia address which he 
delivered, a few years since, to the Societies in Princetoa, he 
spoke of Watson in language of the strongest eulogy. Mod- 
est and retiring, yet clear in intolJeet as a sunbeam, he was 
sent to Princeton, with a view to prepariag him for the Presi- 
deacy of this College. After his return, he was licensed to 
prea«h the gospel, and chosen President, August, 1802, the 
fim President after the College receiyed its charter. He died, 
Sovember 30th, 1802, about three months after his appoint- 
ment. His constitution was radically effected hy study, and 
a laborious sedentary life before he left Priaoetoa I had the 
pleasure of see ng him and hearing him preach but once It 
may be obsoved that none of the ah ve list czcc(t \Vm 
M'Millan are am ng the list of grajaates Tho reason is 
that they completel th^u eduedtion m the Academy, and 
before the first regular Commencemeat Watson and Moire 
head gr'idii^fed it Pimoetm 

Thns far Pr Brown, whose account we piefened fo give 
just as ho wrrti, it Icing a viluable paper, which he designed 
siroply as brief notts to aid in historical committee Had 
Dr. Brown lived ti wntD the history of Jcffeiooa College, as 
he designed he would doubtless have given a much fullei and 
Inore accurate aceouat of these touadera of 'ski^Ph%h) iMero/ry 
Society. We throw it into our brief narrative, as wortby of 
preservation, coming from his pen. 

Of the subseciuent fortunes of the Society, its various times 
and scenes of excitement, its intenoal reforms and revolutions, 
its ups and downs of prosperity and adversity, we shall not 
attempt a tedious recital. Like their sister Society, they were 
more than onee on the brink of dissolution from internal fac- 
tions. Indeed, it appears that something like extinction of 
the old Society did occur in 1808. For, during that year, so 
terribly did faetion and division reign among them, that tha 
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Tricnds of order actually re-organizecl themselvea under the 
aame of the " E«formed Plsilo Society ;" adopted an amended 
^lofistitutiott, and set oat on a freah career, receiving members, 
da novo and ignoring the former organization altogether ; thus, 
like a Phcenix, rising from the ashes of the old one, plumed 
its pinions for a fresh flight. Thus the elements of faction 
were eliminated from the body ; and the society thenceforward 
held on its noble pathway to honor and renown. After some 
time, wo believe the new name was ijuietly dropped. In sub- 
sequent years, as the College became more prosperous, undw 
the long and successful administration of Dr. Matthew Brown, 
this Society continued to flonrish in every way. With a spirit 
of almost lavishing liberality, they provided for themselves a 
magsifioeat Hall, and a splendid library, of many thousand 
volumes. Indeed, the halls and libraries of the two Societies 
are an honor to Jefferson College, and reflect great credit upon 
the liberal and generous impulses of their members, A 
stranger would bo struck with astonishment, after winding 
his way up through the rather gloomy and dingy passages 
and stairways of the old College, to find himself suddenly 
ushered into either of the rooms of the Societies, and would 
be apt to recall Sir Walter Scott's description of the luxurious 
^lendor of some of the inner apartments, in the shabby and 
repuisive-looking houses of the Jews in the middle ages. He 
would remember Rebeooa'a home, described in Ivanhoe. As 
their library increased, and their means of investigating truth 
OB all subjects were enlarged, the questions discussed became 
more philosophical and metaphysical — such as, " Is emulation 
commendable t" " Is there any such thing in human nature 
as disinterested benevolence ?" " Do wo sin in dreaming ?" 
*' Is it an abridgement of the liberties of freemen to pay 
license for marriage 1" It is no longer necessary to discuss 
fftis question in Pennsylvania. But it would be worthy of 
attention in several of the States, where the license system 
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prevails, especially in Maryland, wtero tlio tax is enormous, 
and really opprcssiTO to the poor. 

The GonttsU between the Societies underwent some changes 
in prooeas of time. The " original oration" was introduced 
without dropping the " select." The decision ahout the 
" original oration," must often perplex the judges, if they 
must decide both upon the intriU of the speech and of its 
ddivm-y. As " composition" is still ret^ned, where the ques- 
tion turns excluaiTely upon the intrinsic merits of the pieces, 
we cannot perceive the wisdom of retaining the " original 
oration," The debates were allowed to oceupya loagertime. 
The Trustees were no longer the judges, as was tiie case at 
first. After some trouble and various conferoncea, it was at 
length settled to adopt the plan of each Society selecting two 
judges, and these an umpire. 

One of the historians of the PAilo lAterary Society has 
given the following account of the first ten years of the Society : 
"In taking a view of the state of Society, during the first 
decade, we find several thinga in addition to what has already 
been atated, worthy of special observation. And first with 
regard to the nwmher of members. The chief difficulty under 
which the Society labored, for a number of years after its 
formation, was the fewness of its memhera. It commenced 
its operations with twelve ; and for several years, this number 
increased but very little. If, therefore, very many of the 
members were absent, through sickness or otherwise, it was 
felt by the Society. And we find the epoch in the first report 
ever presented to the Society, mourning over the fact that 
several of the members were prevented by sickness from 
attending to their duties. In May, 1798, Society adjourned, 
on account of two members being abaent. And on April 4th, 
of the same year, the members convened, but did not proceed 
to business, on account of the greatest number of them being 
siok with the mumpa, In July, 1708, Society adjourned two 
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weeks during harvest. During the year 1799, we also find 
Society oa the decline, from the fewness of members. The 
office of Orthographista was, at that time, eombined with 
th&t of Eparch and Clerk, ia order that there might be two 
more performing memhera. This, however, was only to con- 
tinue ia force until the necessity would hn removed by an 
increase of members. In 1801, Society was in a more pros- 
perous condition. The number of members had increased to 
twenly-seven, ; and consequently the exercises were attended 
upon with more regularity, and with more profit. Prom this 
period until the close of the first tea years of the Society's 
esistence, the number of memhera seems to have varied but 
little." 

A historiaa of a later period, mentions the fact that, for a 
considerable time, they refused to receive any more new mem- 
bers, in order that the other Society might be recruited, and 
brought up to something like an equality with them, in point 
of numbers. A similar course we believe was pursued by 
the Franklin Society, in later years. Our former historian 
proceeds : " At the formation of the Society, £\ 2s. 6d. was 
contributed by the members ; which amount, it appears from 
the report of the Eparch, was expended for the immediate 
wants of the Society, except one shilling and one half penny. 
For several years the pecuniary fucd never exceeded one 
pound at any one time. In 1801, (being about the time they 
commenced calculating in dollars and cents,) there was in the 
treasury three dollars and seventy-one cents. The treasury, 
however, did not remain long empty ; yet at no time did the 
funds amount to five dollars, until an effort was made to estab- 
lish a library. Closely connected with the funds of the 
society, is the subject of fines. All breaches of order, at the 
present time, were punished ia this manner ; though it appears, 
much to the honor of Society, that the of&cers were seldom 
called upon to impose fines upon the members. We find the 
Eparch repeatedly congratulating Society upon the fact that 
18* 
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no fines tad been assessed during hia term of office. Wiien 
such Lappenet to be the case Society was considered to be ia 
a j,o d stdte An 1 wo tt nk lu-tly The first fine ever 
ai"s ssed w^s one Mxtetnth of n dollaa u^on Mr. M'Millaii, 
for nit ol td ning permission to speak an orition." 

The higheit imi itince was ittiebed to the observance of 
sec ecy SuciLtj was not esteemed m a prosperona condition 
if members wPre in the hibit of reyeaimg secrets, tbrongh 
carele^neso or otherwite In May 17'^8 on account of some 
of the transactions ot &oc ety having been divulged, a com- 
mittee of five persons were appointed to investigate the matter; 
and on the next meeting, make such a report as their evidence 
would justify, and the real good of Society demanded. This 
committee could not obtain evidence enough to convict any 
member. Yet the motion to appoint such a committee stands 
as a memento of the desire of the Society to keep all their 
transactions from being known to any except PMlos. This 
feature of Society was very objectionable to the good people 
who inhabited Oanonsburg at the time Society sprung into 
existence. One of its founders, {Mr. Tate,) in a letter which 
was written in answer to some inquiries, remarks on this 
point : " There was much excitement in town, and oven in 
the country, because we kept the doors shut against all but 
Pkilos, and would not tell what we were doing : and to keep 
out doings secret, we made window blinds of our great coats, 
(we had no cloaks,) at the time. Tbeso proceedings gave 
alarm ; and some supposed that we held a Free-Mason lodge, 
and others that tiiore was about to be a resusoitation of witch- 
craft," &c. 

" At this day, perhaps, it is impossible," the historian 
continues, "to form an entirely correct opinion on the state 
of feeling between the two Societies ; as we have nothing but 
the records of the Society to guide our judgment. It is very 
evident, from the reports of the several Eparchs, that a spirit 
of rivaUhip generally existed between the two Societies j and, 
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perhaps, it was BometJmea aeeompaaied by tatter bitter feel- 
inga. In tho report of June, 1802, tte membera of tte 
Franklin Society are spoken of as eompotitors, and ctarged 
witli ' having vainly and falsely boasted that the Philo Society 
had lost its dignity and honor.' On another occasion, the 
Eparoh urges the members to persevere in the diseharge of 
their duties, stating that ' thereby they would be able td with- 
stand the most powerful attacks of their rivals I' " This spirit 
of rivalship owed its origin, no doubt, to the institution of 
Contests ; as we find but little reference to any thing of the 
kind, by the Eparehs, previous to their existence. We sup- 
pose that, at tlie present day, no one will be disposed to deny 
that such a spirit of emulation had a tendency to advance the 
welfare of society. The members esteemed it a privilege to 
belong to the Society. " To us," says this judicious writer, 
"surrounded as we are with so many advantages which were 
denied to them, the benefits to be derived from our Society, 
during its earlier days, may appear small indeed. But such 
was not the opinion of the primitive Philos. They thought 
they were highly favored, indeed, in being permitted to enjoy 
the advantages of such aa institution. One of the Eparehs, 
in his own peculiar style, remarks : ' We ought, no doubt, 
to muse upon the kindness of our Heavenly Benefactor, in 
giving us a seat in saoh a Society, where we may have our 
minds, which are deeply immersed in ignorance, cultivated 
and prepared, in some measure, to answer the great end of 
our creation,' This opinion, of course, had a very beneficial 
tendency. It made the members more attentive to the eser- 
oisea of Society, and assisted in forming that attachment for 
it which never leaves the breast of a true Philo." "It 
was esteemed an indispensable part of the duty of each mem- 
ber to use every exertion to advance the dignity of Society. 
It was supposed not sufficient, merely to adhere strictly to 
those laws which related to the exercises of Society ; but that 
those which had a reference to the conduct of members, both 
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in and oat of Society, should be observed witb great strict- 
ness. Especially were the members urged to have a particular 
regard to their conduct out of Society; knowing that, if it 
was becoming, it would reflect honor npon Society. They 
were frequently advised to pay strict attention to the duties 
of the Academy, as, ia that way, the character of the Society 
might be greatly advanced. Neatneaa of dress and suavity 
of manners, were considered recjuisite in PhUoa. One of the 
Eparoha, in alluding to these particulars, remarks : ' The stu- 
dents of this place have often been remarked for their me- 
ticity. Let this never bo remarked of Philos. As rusticity 
is neither virtuous nor honorable, let each one endeavor to 
excel in the elegance of his manners.' 

" Such is an imperfect picture of the Philo Society during 
the first ten years of its existence. When we reflect upon 
the eiroumatancos under which it was formed, and the difficul- 
ties which it had to encounter in its progress, we cannot but 
admire the wisdom and perseverance of its founders. In the 
laws whieh were formed for its government, we discern the 
traces of no inferior minds ; and m overcoming the obstaclea 
which retarded its advancement, we see a zeal which an ardent 
thirst of learning, and the hope of being useful, could alone 
have inspired. Besides these motives, we can conceive of but 
few others which would have induced persons to attach them- 
selves to Society, for it was not in a hall hung with gaudy 
tapestry, and spread with the richest carpet ; it had no forty- 
dollar chair in which the Archon might sit at ease. The mem- 
bers had no other seats but long sawed planks, with stool feet ; 
no desks, no plastered walls, nor ceiling over their heads. 
The love of literature, and a desire of being useful, therefore, 
was the stimulus which enabled them to overcome every obsta- 
cle, and to found the Philo Literary Society — a Society to 
which many have since been proud to belong." 

The writer of the above sketch, as found in the historical 
records of the Philo Society, is the Kev. William Baton, 
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now paator of the Preabyterian church in Morgantcwn Vir 

We have littJo more to add. In 1831, the So leti s gJt 
their new and beautiful haUs. The Philo Society seems tj 
haTe spared no pains nor expense in adorning and beautifying 
their room. After a costly outfit of chairs, dcaks, ri h tapes 
try, candelabraa, &o., they took formal possession on the 23d 
of June, 1832, The amusing style in which they record their 
defeats and triumphs, at the Contests, during those times, is 
the last thing wo shall notice. In 1829, when the Franklin 
Society obtained most of the honors In the Contest, the Philo 
historian remarks : " At this Contest, our defeat was almost 
as the last. Our champions wont forth, armed with mail and 
spear, only to bo borne back, wounded, upon their own shields. 
The Convpontion was taken by the Franks : the Debate and 
Oration were divided. These disastrous consequences were, 
doubtless, to be traced to the spirit of indolence and mlsrulej 
to which the minutes of last year bear lamentable evidence. 
Success was impossible, and our housohoid gods were left to 
the mercy of the Goths !" Eut when, in 1832, they ootdd 
record their triumphs, the style is equally amusing: "The 
spirit of tho Pbilo Society was on the ascendant. Victory 
perched upon her banners, not again to take its flight till tho 
noble sons of tho Philo Literary Society had swept the entire 
field, and struck astonishment and dismay into the ranks of 
our rivals. Mr. E., our Composer, and Mr. B., our Debater, 
were crowned as victors, while the Franklins took only their 
favorite, the honor in select speaking." This style is really 
rich and amusing, and reminds us of many a passage in 
■Weem's Life of WaKhvngtan and of Marion. The insinuation 
about the favorite of the Franklin Society, is highly divert- 
ing, in view of signal triumphs of that Sooiety in the other 
exercises, during some of the previous years, which the Philos 
were obliged to record. But who would begrudge them their 
chuckle, when their historian read this passage ? 
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We DOW proceed to give tlie history of 



From aa Address nf /he Seo. W. A. Tbsmmnt, dtUcered bfjbr' "«* ^oieWi «* ita 

Tho oii^n o£ the Franklin, Society may he recorded ui 
a few words. The plox:e — the CanoBsburg Aoademy; (Ae 
tiiau — ^November 14th, 1797 ; tfte lu>ur — scTen o'cloolt in the 
evening— Sunday evening last, fifty years ago ; the fmmders — 
nine studenta — Jame& Garnako/n, Oc^has Dodd, James Gal- 
braith, Thomas Hughes, David Imbrie, Jacob Idndly, St^hen, 
Idndlff, WiUiam Wood-, and William VRck. Of this firat 
meeting, it has been truly remarked — " Many a larger assem- 
bly has had a less lasting influence !'" 

The early laws and regulations of the Society are nnfortu- 
nately lost. Some Solon, zealous in the collectioa of insti- 
tutes, has probably abstracted them from the minute-book. 
The ori^nal constitution, however, did not materially differ 
from the present one, and the objects which convened the first 
assembly — " Scieatia, Amietda et Virtus," have weekly 
assembled its members for half a ccntui'y. 

It is a fact worthy of notice, that the first resolution ever 
passed by the Society was, that " The members be required 
to keep its business a profound secret." So fearful were they 
of any violation of this, that members wei-e not permitted to 
read an essay in the Academy, which had already been read 
in Society. Subsequently, when leakages were discovered in 
certain quarters, married students were not eligible to mem- 
bership. The principle of secrecy then laid down, has ever 
since been sacredly recognized ; and though its application 
has been occasionally carried to an excessive degree of strict- 
ness, the wisdom of this regulation must he apparent to all. 
Of the nine members who founded the Society, Jine were 
officers — a Chairman, Clerk, Inspector, and two Correctors, 
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The duties of tLe Inspector answered to those of Vice Presi- 
dent, but it was made his duty " in particular, to watflh over 
tie morals of the members, and their diligence and attention 
to the business of the Academy." Judging by the number 
of citfttiona on the minutes, this dnty was faithfully performed. 
It was one of the duties of the Correctors, " to see that the 
minutes were well written, and to give out the words for the 
membera to spell." The Society was divided into three classes, 
and these performaooes are thus recorded on the minutes — 
"One class offered compositions and translations; another 
spoke select speeches ; and a third read and spelled." Every 
one was required to read his essay carefully over before 
attempting it in Society, and if found to hare neglected this, 
he was fined Members fiom the lower clas&ps of the Acad- 
emy were allowed to present tnnslations fr m s me Latin 
auth r m he« of a cimpoiition of their own Those who 
debited were n t exempt trom the perforin mces of their 
elas? — a fact whn,h indicates the low estimate m which this 
exercise was then held This order continual until 1810, 
when import int chinges were made in the constitution and 
byliwa In 1S17, thi, constitution was igam revised and 
imenkl ind from that pen 3d the minutes weir a more 
modern diess The suljL.cts of the essays Ji-e no 1 iigcr tran- 
scribed — the Chairman becomes a President the Inspector a 
Vice President, the Clerk a fceoretary, and thi, Cnirci.tora were 
dignified as Eevicwers. At that time, too, i distinction was 
first niade between the merits of an argument ind tho'<e of 
the question Debate was made the exclusive performance 
of one class, so that is miny as eight members would partici- 
pate in the discussion After this year, the exercise of spell 
ing is no longer mentionQd, and the " spelhng class" whs 
remembered only with a imile at the simplicity ot early times 
And here we pause and direct your ittention 1 1 the chdi 
acterof the'fe fsercises "Would that the powei were given 
US, to wake again the long silent echoes of former years. 
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But tie breathing energy, the living voice is gone, and its 
earnest tones have passed away with those who gave them 
utterance. The glow of iiupnsaioned eloquence hath left no 
traces of its power ; and the flashes of wit, like the drops of 
morning dew, cannot he gathered again. The grace, the 
sparkle, and the form are gone ! To them, as to us who sno- 
ceeded them in later years, the Society was a world in miniature. 
Its circle bounded the sphere in which they moved. It Lad 
its chiefs and subordinates — its parties and divisions — ita 
objects of ambition and objects of jealousy— its ardent friend- 
ships and bitter animosities — ^its noble strifes for intellectual 
mastery, and its topics of deep and all-absorbing interest. 
To them, as to us who occupied their places, the observance 
of its laws and the performance of its duties, seemed as vitally 
important as though the destiny of an empire depended on 
tlie issue ; and, like us, they entered into its exciting life with 
the whole ardor and enthusiasm of youth. We cannot pro- 
nounce on the merits of these early performances, or institute 
a comparison between them and those of the present day. 
The age and manners of the people were widely different from 
ours; and these often gave character to the exercises of Society. 
But, while we at times involuntarily exclaim — sancfa sim- 
pUdtas t oftener can we discover, in the subjecfc of an essay, 
or the wording of a question, the presence of a secret power, 
which, in after years, made itself felt in the councils of the 
nation, or the ehurohea of God. 

In peruaiag the annals of the Society, in the first years of 
its existence, we are struck with the tone and character of 
its decisions on some of the great questions which now agi- 
tate the frame-work of American society. To select one 
instance only, from many — as early as 1798, the question — 
" Would it be politic in the Southern States to abolish Negro 
Slavery?" was discussed and decided in the affirmative ! A 
vigorous writer, of the last century, in speaking of the Tlni- 
j of Europe, remarks, " Colleges liavu iilwuyy been 
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tbe cradles of liberal principles." The truth of the obsotva- 
tion is strikingly eonfitmed in the history of thia Institution. 
The atmosphere of freedom floated over and around it — inspir- 
ing its sons with a quenchless love of liberty, and impelled 
them to write upon the monstrous system of human slavery, 
" delmda est !" They fervently sympathized with the mauly 
utterance of Thomas Jefferson, on this subject, and iu the 
hopefulness of truthful hearts, anticipated the hour 

"When Heaven upon our rarisomefl raoe 
Her bounteous gifts shall shower ; 
And eyerj land and flTary sea 
froclttiois the bliaafnl Jubilee — 
All io«d. are brohe, all men an free I" 

On other moral subjecta, some of their decisions are 
strangely at variance with the common verdict of society at 
the present day. Thus, the question, "Would it not be more 
advantageous to cease the distillation of rye and raise more 
wheat?" was unanimously decided in favor of "theKye!" 
Some time after thia decision, a similar question was dis- 
eueaod — " Is not the use of spirituous liquors more injurious 
than beneficial to a country?" This, also, was decided "in 
favor of spirituous liquors !" These decisions throw a strong 
light on the popular sentiment of that day, and may be 
accounted for without difficulty. The buwncss of distilling 
was considered as respectable in that day as making flour, and 
the use of whisky was as universal as coffee or t^a at the 
present time. No one was " Sessioned," whether Minister, 
Elder or Member, for taking as much as could be comfortably 
carried about their persons— -though drunkenness was univer- 
sally discountenanced and denoonced 1 

A rich vein of humor often ran through the early perform- 
ances of the Society, A wider latitude, in this respect, was 
given to the members, than at present; and if we may judge 
from the subjects of debate and composition recorded on the 
minutes, they mado good use of their liberty. Thus, for 
14 
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instance, one member read a dialogue between " A Stutlont 
and a Tailor," while another presented a dialogue between 
" A Spider and a Fly," A youth who had, doubtless, taated 
sweeter dews than those of Castalia, edified Society with an 
eloquent essay on " Kissing." Brmiot graphically described 
" the pleasure of haying a clean pocket handkerchief." 
White convulsed tlie Society with laughter by a " description 
of a Country Singing School." lake the individual com- 
mended ia the English Earda and Scotch Uovieweis, for his 
happy selection of a subject suited to his capacities — a stupid 
fellow read, as an essay, " a description of an Aas." Blach 
enlightened Society "on his own weakness," while Wilk feel- 
ingly described " the Itch." 

If we may judge from the same records, tho days of Chiv. 
airy were not yet over. There was a remnant of the old spirit 
which kindled into enthusiasm at woman's name, and fervently 
knelt at the shrine of her beauty, or broke a lance in defence 
of her charms. Thus the question — " Is female modesty 
natural or artificial ?" being debated at one of the first meet- 
ings of the Society, it was decided, by acclamation, to be 
natural. The question " ought a man to whip his wife on 
any occasion ?" was gallantly decided ia the negative. Tho 
interesting question, "Is it proper that ladies should be 
deprived of courting, of which they are deprived by custom 
in this country V was discussed " with much warmth," as 
the faithful Secretary informs us, and this custom of our 
country was strongly condemned 1 It has been hinted that 
if ladies would only take the invitation given by Frankliua 
of tried and storlisg worth, the rooms of Collegians would 
undergo an entire transformation. Tho gloomy old cloisters 
would smile and brighten, to enclose such angelic visitants. 
The chivalry of '96, in the very face of the constitution, 
politely decided " that the fair sex of Canonsburg should bo 
admitted into the Franklin Society," while her ungallant sons 
of 1847 show no mercy to tho poor unfortunate who has 



i..,Goo^lf 



THE FRANKLIN L TER RT E 15 

lanncted liia bark on tke sea mm — h n 

oiFonce, debar him from memb hip 

The subjects of many of h d S y h 

early day, strongly bring ou h m m T 

is recorded, that Mitchell gai ad p 
damsel;" M'Donald, "anagmn p h li 

eex is the life of Booiety -"J g vr n h man 

of a lady ;" Bates " on preserving a medium in visiting the 
fair ses ;" Roberts " on female eifioaoy ;" Chaplain " on the 
choice of a wife^" Sturgeon "on the felicity of the married 
state ;" while Clayton brought the whole Society to the high- 
est pitch of indignation by "a love-letter," purporting to 
have been written by an injured and broken-hearted fair one 1 
A solitary individual, CaldvieU, had the fortitude to atom the 
popular current of opinion, and chose for the subject of his 
essay, " tte horrid praotiee of dancing with the girls !" 

We resume the thread of our history. In this ago of gold- 
dust and dollars, when Mammon rules most imperiously over 
the thoughts, feelings, and conduct of men, it will not be 
uninteresting to state a few facts concerning the financial his- 
tory of the Society. Of this, little can be said, so badly haa 
the business been managed, and so diaorderec! are the old 
aeoounta. Students have never received much credit for busi- 
ness habits, and are far more worthy of a diploma for their 
spending, than their saving propensities — as the good people 
of these parts are duly aware L ke the o nt y aj prent ce 
just opening a shop of 1 s own the So ety at first kopt 
no books ; ind n the rej oi ts of the In pectors no ment on 
is made of exp n es Ba h n e nber m turn furn hed can 
dies, brought wat«r an 1 kept the loov t the meet ngs of 
Society. L ft ng a c llect n was the auj,l method 
resorted t when funis weic needeJ ^is. years after the 
organization f fe c etv the rule was adopted rer| i r ng 
e moneys The first n t at n fee was only tw nty five 
From 1811 to 1823, it was one dollar ; in the latter 
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year it waa raised to two dollars, and in 1832, a further addi- 
tion of several doUara waa made. What it now is, those who 
have paid it imow already; while those who are curious, on 
this point, are inritod to make the discovery as the speaker 
did. 

It has been truly remarked, that the doctrine of finingi haa 
always been kept alive, with religious fervor, in the B'ranklin 
Society. Some of the early punighmonts, and the ludicrous 
manner in which they are recorded on the old minutes, will 
serve to illustrate the manners of the primitive Franklins, 
The following aie selected, as specimens, from many. Sinclair 
and Wilson were fined one cent each, " for laughing and talk- 
ing without permission." Henderson was fined five cents, 
for "a ridiculous composition," and two eente additional, 
"for frequently changing his own seat without permission." 
Moore was excused from performance " because he had no ink 
to write his composition." Graham was punished with a fine 
for "a continuation of caohinations." Knott was find six 
cents, for " offering a nocturnal saorifioe to Somnns;" and 
Wallace the same sum "for holding the poker in hia hand 
while debating," Among the delinquents, at a later day, the 
name of the Sev. Dr. Wm. Smith occurs, whose book-worm 
propensities, even at that early period, led him into the temp- 
tation of keeping books out of the Library beyond the 
constitutional time 1 

The jurisdiction of the Society extended over the conduct 
of its meiubers, not on!y while in session, but also during the 
hHb. The early minutes contain many curious records 
in proof of thia fact. Members were tried for profanity, play- 
ing cards, and becoming intoxicated — and, on conviction, were 
fined, suspended, or expelled, according to the aggravation of 
their offence. One member was found guilty of "acting dis- 
orderly in the streets of Cauonsburg," and fined aooordiugly. 
The no-punishment doctrine, so popular at the present day 
with a certain class of self-styled Reformers, was utterly 
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eacliewed hy the original Franklins. All deviations from law, 
both in and out of Society, were dealt with according to their 
just deserta. The Society soon became a terror to evil doera, 
and a praise to those who did well. Its moral influence oyer 
the etudents, waa, in the highest degree, salutary, and often 
drew from the Faculty and Trusteea of the College, a public 
acknowledgment of its worth. 

An interesting page in the history of the Society, contains 
the account of its judicial proceedings. The strictness of the 
early regulations, savor rather strongly of the celebrated Blue- 
laws, and the zeal with which thoy were enforced, reminds 
one of the activity displayed by the good people of New 
England, in burning witches and banishing Quakers, and 
other heretics, out of their coasts. 

Three lists were kept of the members. One contained the 
names of the regular members ; a second the honorary ■ and 
the third, called "Tho Black List th m f th wh 
were under the censure of Society Th. i t f p 

siou occurred some months afte th t f tl 

Society, and was for "long conti d gl t f th d t 
of a member." The next trial w t> t f M (x ffi f 

having left Society in a disorderly m Wh h t 1 

cjiue on, "hp aiknowlcdged his f It I t f h 

youth and inoxperienee, w ii reato d w th th j h 

mi,nt than reproof" Such mat f 1 y w at 

11-K A few wceki after tho ib th M & fii w 

cited by the Inspectoi to answer th h f d p b 

of Society, gambling for money, d 1 t g th b bi th 
day." Bach of these crimes he c f d b t jp g 

sorrowful, waa continued a meml 1 I p te f 

sorrow and forgiveness, however, th M ffi j, w 
dered from Franklin rectitude. wp hdwth [1 
sion from Society " for absenting h m If — d th tl 
"for profanity," was depi-ived of aet th D I g tth 
Contest I" 
14* 
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The nest trial of consequence, waa on the impeachment of 
James Lytle. The impeacliment itself, is an amusing instance 
of legal precision. Several charges were made. 1st. That 
he, the said James, being a memher of said Society, on the 
16th of Fehruary, A. D. 1803, vi et arwis— did heat, and in 
other respects evilly entreat Joseph Henderson, of said 
Society, without resistauoe being made, or actual assault given 
by said Joseph. 2d. Also, that the siud James, notwithstand- 
ing he was honored with the office of Clerk of said Society, 
did, some subsequent time to said 16th of February, willfully 
drini . spirituous liquors, by which he, the said James, was 
very much intosieated, and being ao intosicated, did not con- 
ceal himself from public view, but did act in a very disorderly 
manner." The third charge was for betting for liquors — " to 
wit, whisky and cider." The fourth charged him with " act- 
ing riotously at Morrow's Tavern, and bantering James Smith 
to fight, either in a lot or even in the streets of Oanonsburg !" 
The fifth charge was for neglect of his duties as a student and 
as a member of Society. On this multifarious impeacliment, 
Lytic was tried and found guilty. Eor the four first crimes, 
he was fined Jieavily — and for the fifth, received an admoni- 
tion before Society. He was, also, required to confess sorrow 
for his past conduct, and to promise reformation for the future. 

The minutes, about this period, are crowded with such cases, 
and citation and impeachment appear to have been the order 
of the day ! In 1808, the Chairman was impeached for not 
opening and closing Society with prayer. A member was 
admonished, before Society, for saying "by Nedi" Fulton, 
who reported Morgan to the proper authority, for profanity, 
was himself convicted of profanity, saying "hy Oeorge!" 
This appears to have been a profane period in our history. 
Several were fined for swearing, while some were suspended, 
according to the aggravation of the crime. Two members 
were found guilty of "card-playing and dice-casting," for 
which they were suspended four weeks. Hunter was tried 
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OE the charge of " having himself shaved on the Sabhath day, 
in hia room, at the house of Joshua Emory." Of this he 
waa acquitted, hut another memher convicted of the scune 
offflnoe was suspended ! 

The darkest page in the history of the Society oocui-a about 
this time. Au unhappy spirit of disscasion had found its 
way into the brotherhood, and the fine feelings of friendship 
were turned into the bitterest hatred. Accusations were 
signed by the members against each other, and few, if any of 
the officers escaped impeachment. A member, named WiUs, 
who bad preYiously been convicted of profanity, and severely 
puaished, was again cited to answer the charge of a similar 
offence. "With this aoeuaation, opened the stormiest period in 
the history of the Society I Having been found guilty of 
the crime alleged, a punishment was annexed by the officers, 
not only unneeesaai'Uy severe, but in the highest degrc« 
arbitrary. The Society, however, sanctioned the decision of 
its officers, and refused to entertain a motion to reconsider the 
whole matter. Wills refusing to submit to the punishment 
imposed, was expelled on the following evening, immediately 
after the opening of Society, Smarting under this treatment, 
and evidently wishing to create a distiu'banee, he sought rc- 
admiesion into the Society ; but bis request was refiised. Hia 
perseverance, however, overcame all obstacles; and two weeks 
later, having again asked for admission, hia request waa 
grafted. The question then arose, whether he should be re- 
admitted without taking the promise to obey the constitution, 
usually administered at the entrance of new members. Owing 
to the difference of opinion on this point among the members, 
a motion was made that the Rev. Mr. Dunlap, then President 
of the College, should have a vote in the settlement of this 
question. This proposal excited the indignation of a portion 
of the members to such a degree, that when the motion was 
put to vote, it wtanUy occasioiied i!ie disruption of the Society! 
The Secretary of that meeting, in recording those disgraceful 
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proceedings, mentions that " tlie vote was carried ;" but a 
"Nota Bene" ia here inserted by the President, in these 
words — " Here ia a positive falsehood, for a voto was refused 
to Mr. Dunlap, in the case of Wills, and upon this refusal, 
the supporters of order and morality withdrew." " But 
when it was determined," continues the Secretory, " that Mr. 
Wills should be admitted without taking the usual promise, 
the Society, after having spent the whole evening in warm 
debates, dissolved, sixteen declaring themselves to be no more 
members." This occurred in December, 1803. To the min- 
utes of this meeting the name of the Secretary ia not attached ; 
but the Chairman gives the reason why the ahoTe N, B. was 
added — " To give a true idea of matters to future readers." 
A week passed by, and the difficulty remained unsettled. 
The usual evening of meeting arrived, but no Society con- 
vened. In reality, it no longer existed ; and members eon- 
sidered themselves free from all obligations to obey the 
constitution. At length the Faculty of the College took the 
matter into consideration, and a reconciliation was effected 
between the two parties. A meeting was held, two weeks 
after its dismemberment, and through their intervention the 
Society was again re-organized. Of this meeting, however, 
two distinct and contradictory statements are contained in the 
minutes. One of these asserts, that it was the unanimous 
opinion of the Faculty, that the Society should not be dis- 
solved, but should continue to meet as usual, some amend- 
ments being made in its constitution. The other account 
states, that "the proceedings of the former Franklin Society, 
having been for some time disorderly and unmoral, a number 
of the members, deeming the end for which it was instituted 
defeated, protested against the proceedings and withdrew." 
After this an entire cessation of business took place. The 
Faculty of the College took the state of the Society into con- 
sideration, and agreed that it should be dissolved, and a new 
one instituted by such of the old members as they should 
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nominate. Some of these having been called together, agreed 
to ohey the constitution, with yarious amendments, and to 
constitute a new Society, bearing the name of the former. 
Kone who were members of the old Society were made 
acquainted with tho business of the new, previous to their 
becoming mcinhers of it ; and it was resolved, that the new 
members should not have access to the minutes of the old 
Society. "It was also resolved, that the minutes also be 
written from that time, without any reference to the past." * 
With these distinct and cnntitdictory accounts to perplex and 
embarrass the mind of the Fianklm historian, it becomes a 
matter of no small difliculty to date the origin of the Society, 
As, however, the new Association was composed of a majority 
of the old members, met for the same purpose, i 
by the same constitution, in the main, we shall not 1 
to traoe back our origin, as we have always done, to November 
I'lth, 1797. Few of the present members know anything of 
this unfortunate dismemberment. So strong is tho golden 
chain of friendship, which now binds all hearts together, 
none would have imagined Chat it had been rudely broken I 

During the first ycai's of its ezistenoe the Society was with- 
out a library. The want of books does not seem to have been 
seriously felt, and no efforts were made to procure them. It 
is a singular historical fact, that tho present library originated 
in the want of a standard of appeal, by which the merits of 
the class in spelling might be tested. To remedy this, a pro- 
poposal was made on the 10th of September, 1799, "that a col- 
lection be lifted for the purpose of purchasing such a Dictionary 
as may be thought necessary for the Society." This proposal, 
after lying on the minutes for one week, was duly considered 
and adopted the succeeding evening. Walker's Dictionary 
was selected as the standard, and for many years was used by 
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the offioera as the final arbiter, "when the class came out to 
spell I" This was the first work purchased by the Society, 
and the first volume in the library. Around this nucleus the 
fine coilection of books, which now adorns the hall of the 
Society, gradually clustered. 

Aa early as 1813, the members imposed upon themselves 
the payment of a certain sum each session, towards the pur- 
chase of useful books and the increase of the library. Since 
then, it has been almost esclusively from the contributions of 
the regular members. The present library numbers neaily 
3,000 Tolumes, and composes many of the most valuable 
standard works in the English linguige, m History, Poetry, 
Philosophy, Theology and the Natural Suences. The admi- 
rable order in which they aie kept, anl the fine appearance 
they present, never fail to cill forth the commendation of 
strangers who visit the College , while the literarv treasures 
they contain, and the advantages they afford, can be appre 
ciated only by those who enjoy them 

At first, the duties of the present Libianin were attended 
to by the Secretary. The Library was opened every thud 
week on the evening of Society. This order continued as 
late as 1829, when it was resolved to open it one hour eveiy 
Saturday afternoon. Owing to the mcie-i-ie of mimbeis and 
the taste for reading among the students, it is now opened 
several times a week. 

For many years the two Societies had thoir book case m 
common. In 1821, the share of the Franklin Society was 
transferred to the Philos, after much financiering on both 
sides, and the appointment of numerous committees to settle 
this important transaction, The Society then proeuied a 
"atandinglibraiy case, made of pine anl pnntLi gieen, hav 
ing the words Tke Franldin Library painted m a iight line 
along the door." This elegant piece of turn tun, continued 
in use until the erection of the new College and is it eould 
not be sold, was gratuitously presenti. 1 to the Fac ilty ' 
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The cBatom of appointing Library Committees every sea- 
eioDj liaa existed ever ainee there was a library, A report of 
Buch a committ«e, in 1832, of which Washington M'O.artncj, 
Esq., was Ohainoan, still remains. This report is particu- 
larly interesting for the information it contains, concerning 
the library, and the facetious style in which it is written. 
The number of volumes in the library, at that time, was 
676; and no leas than 300 are reported as having been lost. 
The committee deprecate in the strongest terma the habit of 
lending books to the ladies — to which custom they ungallantly 
attribute the loss of many of the volumes ! This caveat did 
not, however, produce the desired reformation, ajid throtigh 
the gallantry of the members, the library opened its treaa- 
ures, as before, to the fair readers of Canonsburg and vicinity. 

As contests between Literary Societies were formerly pecu- 
liar to Jefferson College, it becomes a matter of interest to 
inquii'c into the origin of this custom, which has been intro- 
duced into the principal institutions of learning in the South 
and West, From the minutes of August, 1799, it appears 
that a proposal was brought forward by W. Neile, — "That a 
challenge be given to the Philo Literary Society for four mem- 
^rs to be chosen out of each Society, for the purpose of read- 
ing compositiona, speaking select orations, and debating at 
the Fall Examination, before the Truatees, and that thoy pub- 
licly give their opinion which Society has gained the victory." 

JVeiVs proposition was received with enthusiasm by the 
ehivalroua Franklins, and a challenge to a Literary Contest 
was forthwith sent to the Philo Society, who at once accepted 
it. Such is the origin of Literary Contests in the United 
States 1 The honor of their suggestion belongs to a member 
of this Society ; and the honor of their introduction, to the 
Society itself! It may well be asked, "What results may 
not be traced to that simple proposal on an obscure page of 
our Minutes ?" Who that has breathed the inspiring atmos- 
phere which this custom has infused into College life, but will 
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Is commanding influence on the minds of young 
has blasted many amhitioua hopes, and 
occasioned the hitterest disappointments. Its victories, too, 
have sometimes been more fatal to character than defeat. But 
ttese are not necessary evils, and, at most, are confined to 
few, while its advantages are enjoyed by all. They elevate 
the standard of literary exoeDence — discover and develop 
latent talent — exercise the judgment — correct the taste, and 
furnish the mind with proper incentives to exertion. We 
hesitate not to mate the assertion— and its truthfulness will 
be confirmed by those who are acquainted with the facta — 
that in the Contest performances of theso Societies, there aie 
specimens of as rare and classical beauty, as can be found in 
the pages of the Spectator, the orations of Burfee, or the 
debates of Pitt, Sheridan, and Fox I 

The Contest had not, at first, precisely the same features as 
at present. One composer, one select orator, and two debaters 
were annually chosen. We are not informed how tie debate 
was managed, whether the honor was conferred on an in- 
dividual contester for superiority, or on two of them for their 
Society — as would appear from the wording of the proposal. 
At the third Contest, a composer and orator were elected, and 
two members from each Society, "to act a dialogue," while 
at the noxt Contest, two were selected to speai, one to read 
a composition, and one to take part in a dialogue. The fol- 
lowing year, the order of exercises was agmn changed, and 
the dialogue gave plaee to debate. At the suggestion of the- 
Trustees, the Societies, in 1814, made further alteratioiis in 
the Contest, The debate was limited to two pei'sons — one 
from each Society, who were ajlowed to occupy twenty-five 
minutes. This arrangement, excepting, perhaps, the limita- 
tion in the time of performance, continued until 1832, when 
the origiruil oration was added to the other exercises. It 
would appeal', that the honor of composition was, at first, 
considered the highest. This is probable, from the faet that 
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one member liaving resigned ou composition, another who had 
been elected debater, was chosen to fill his place, and a re-elec- 
tion held for debate. The old minutes contain the questions 
discussed at . these Contests. Some of these would puzzle 
older and wiser heads than joung shoulders usually carry. 
Such, for instance, is the question debated at the contest of 
1810 : "Is the soul created immediately at the time of its 
infusion into the body V 

The primitive manner in which the Gonfesta were conducted, 
may be coDJectured from vaxious amusing details recorded oa 
tho minutes. So late as 1817, a committee was appointed 
" to build the stage, hold the candles, snuff them, carry water, 
and do alt the little drudgeries implied in tho nature of their 
office 1" jTheir successors — the honorable "Committee of 
Arrangements," who now do the honors of Society to Judges, 
and fore sumptuously with these dignitaries, at its expense, 
may congratulate themselves on this evidence of progress. 
Offices half a century ago, were no sinecures, and " the little 
drudgeries" of the above resolution, would now be considered 
too formidable an affair for any committee to undertake. It 
was then, however, an honor " to hold the candles, snuff them, 
and carry tho water," which was confeixed only on members 
of the more advanced classes ! 

The collection and transcription of the Contest performances 
is of comparatively recent origin, and it is to be regretted 
that many of these are irrecoverably lost. No decisions have 
been preserved further back than the Contest of 1809. In 
the thirty-one years which elapsed between that time and 
1840, (since which we have not the decisions,) our sister 
Society has gained four more debates and even one more select 
speech than we; while tho Franklins have borne away the 
palm nine times more for composition, and once more for 
original oration. We take it for granted, that there has been 
no falling off since then, and the old Franklin is still ea 

The history of tho Contest would be incomplete, 
15 
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reference wei-e made to the Articles of Convention between 
the two Sooietiea. In 1818, at the suggestion of the Fraiik- 
lin Society, the firat articles were formed. These were very 
incomplet*, and had little resemblance to those in force at a 
later period. The correspondence of the Societies provioua 
to this, was marked by littlo of the high and honorable bear- 
ing which now characterizea their mutual intercourse. They 
regarded each other not as friends, engaged in a generoua 
rivalry, but aa almost enemies, in conquering whom, it waa 
lawful to employ any species and means of warfare. This 
unhappy jealousy often lod to mutual recrimination, and, 
aometiraes, even resulted in open ruptures between the Socie- 
ties. It is amusing to read the series of terrific resolutions 
forwarded from one Society to the other ; which at the time, 
smoked with wrath, but now lie before us like spent thunder- 
bolts 1 Happy 38 has been the influence of these conventional 
Articles upon the Societies, it must be confessed, that thero 
has not been always calm and sunshine. Difficulties connected 
with the Contest, and other subjects, have sometimes thrown 
their dark shadows over our sky. One of those, occurring 
in 1827, remained unsettled until 1830, when the Articles of 
Agreement were annulled by our sister Society. The annual 
Contest was held as usual, but, owing to this difficulty, no 
decisionsworo made. Other Articles were afterwards agreed 
upon, and those again, in the memory of some now present, 
became in turn, "a bone of contention." But kindness, and 
the spirit of mutual concession, finally removed every difficulty, 
and IViendship has bound her golden chain more closely and 
firmly around these Brother bands I 

We now come to a period in our history when old things 
passed away, and all things became new ! The erection of 
the new College, and the dedication of the present hall, was 
the advent of our Augustan age. We have seen the Society 
in its infancy and youth, we now behold it entering upon its 
manhood. The name and features remain the m.iae, but how 
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great tlie change which hath passed upon its spirit I It hath, 
put away childish thiuga. Its step is firm and steady, its 
voice, the voice of a man, aod its deliberations, though warmed 
by tbe fervor of youth, are tempered by the wisdom of riper 
yen 

Both the literary Sjcietie-' of this Institution delight to 
rcftr h^ck to this luteieotrng peiiod Never was there a 
brightei eia m our coromoa hist ry The enthusiasm of the 
mtmlers was raided to the hlgll^^lt pitch To furnish ijid 
a loin the new hall, m a style worthy of the object to which 
it wH devoted, waa the greit imbitionof themembera C m 
1 1 ttto afti,r ^.ommittLt w is appointed, ani res lutions upon 
1 -^ luti us weri, pi'-sed, ■nith refeienee to this mattbr No 
expanse was to be spiied la itn decorati n It wa-, resolved 
tlat the fljor be c<vered with the best imported carpets , that 
the loom bt. turoi hed with sottees aad tooiables , that the 
walls be painted a light Hue, with an appropriate border; 
that the name of the Society be inscribed, in gilt letters, above 
the door; that the windows, together with the stage Mid roa- 
tnim, be hung with handsome drapery; aad the hall and 
library room be heated by suitable stoves. These, with a 
variety of minor arrangements, indicate the feelings of Society. 
The expenses of these numerous outlays, were nobly borne 
by the members, who vied with each other in their devotion 
to the Society, It has been beautifully and appropriately 
said : " They seemed to bend every thought and purpose to 
adorn the Nuptial Hall, where they were to wed Literature ; 
aa the young bride will visit often tho destined chamber, dis- 
posing and arranging its fiirniture ; smoothing the pillow till 
it is free from wrinkle as her own brow, and aa she leaves, 
still lingers and blushes at the strange flutteringa of her heart." 

The spirit of activity, which was called into life at this 
period, did not confine itself to the decoration of the new hall. 
The minutes, and other papers of Society, were collected and 
aiTangod ; the Legislature was applied to for an Act of Incor- 
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poration, (which was almost obtaiDed,) and the whole interna! 
frame-work of the Sooietj waa new-modeled, The struggle 
of Greece for liberty from the grievous thraldom of the Turk, 
at that time, called forth an enthusiastic address from the 
Society, aad resolutions were adopted to aid the revival of 
Literature on its classic soil, and tbe eatabliahment of a Col- 
lege at Athens 1 

On the 22d of June, 1832, the new hall of the Society was 
dedicated. The record of this event on the minutes, is as fol- 
lows : " The Literary Societies of the College convened on 
the hanks of the Chartiers, and, accompanied by the Faculty 
and a few Honorary members, walked in procession, to excel- 
lent mueio, through the streets of Oanonsburg, and entered 
fiieir respective halls." The Dedicatory Address before the 
Franklin Society waa delivered by WashinyUm M* Ca/rlney, 
Esq., after which the beautiful hall was dovoted to the sacred 
porposea of Literaiv/re, Friendship and Yirtue, with appro- 
priate ceremonies. 

The history of the Society, since this interesting period, 
lias been one of constant and increasing prosperity. Within 
a twelve-month after the dedication of the now hall, the roll 
(rf regular members numbered eighty. With each succeeding 
year, the proportion of members from the higher classes in 
College increased ; and thus the Society grew with the growth 
and strength of our Alma Mater. There was also a corres- 
ponding improvement in the character of the exercises. The 
standard of literary excellence was greatly elevated, and a 
higher tone and character imparted to it, by the scholarship 
and talent of numerous gifted minds. The influence of the 
Society on the literary tastes and habita of its members became 
more marked and decided. It dignified and made honorable 
the pursuits of knowledge, and all who sat under its refresh- 
ing shade felt the magic of its power. Erom this period, too, 
the Society seems to ha-^e directed its energies to the cultiva- 
tion of Science and Literature, as its proper objects, leaving 
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to other inatitutions the correction of moral delinquency and 
tlie reformation of moral character. And finally, since the 
same period, the spirit of partyism and narrow clannish feeling 
has gi-aduaily heoome weaker ajid fainter in both Societies. 
The time is forever past, when we stood like 



The recollection of that day is fast fading from memory, and 
loe would not renew it. Perish the hand which would again 
throw the apple of discord among brethren of Friendship's 
firm-knit family ! 

Our work is done. The history of the Society in later 
days, and its present fiourishing condition, are as familiar to 
many of this andieaee, aa household words. We have only 
to regret the incompleteness of our information, and the imper- 
fection of oni own labor. If, occasionally, we have indulged 
in digression, so has Homer, in his veracious narrative of the 
adventures of Ulysses. If we have been prosy, so at times 
is Herodotus, tho Father of History, whom we have endeav- 
ored to imitate, in being the faithful chronicler of the times. 

On a soiled and almost illegible page of the old Minutes, 
the following prophetic passage occurs. It bears the date of 
January, 1798, and concludes the report of James Oamahan, 
one of the first Inspectors. "The Franklin Society promises 
to exceed our highest expectations : we trust it will be an 
honor to the members, a benefit to the Academy, and will 
extend its happy influence throughout America I" The ven- 
erable President of the College of New Jersey has lived to 
see his prophecy fulfilled ! 

Go where we may, throughout America, wo meet with stu- 
dents of Jeficrson GoUege, and the members of this Society. 
The graves of our departed brethren cover the land; 
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Many, aJao, have gone to tLe Missions beyond the seas. Con- 
secrating themselves to the work of the Apostolate, thoy have 
fiJlea with their armor on, ia the holy conflict for souIb. The 
Indian, the Ethiopian, the Scythian, the Persian, the China^ 
man, have heard and obeyed their word. Ohristianity and 
Civilization, with the hleasings of Science, Virtue, and the 
holy infinenoea of Friendship, have followed thoir steps. And 
in those lands of darknesa, an unknown force of moral regen- 
eration has appeared, which will develop and perpetuate itself 
in all coming time, and live indestruotible in the midat of 
revolution and ruin. But they have died. And now, after 
life's fitful fever, they sleep well 1 

Our living brethren, and their name Js legion, are every 
where. They fill all offices, and are found in every depart- 
ment and situatJon of life. They occupy the bench of the 
Judiciary ; the halla of the Legislature ; the seats of Con- 
gress and the Senate j the high places of Government, and 
the higher places of the Church, They are Instructors, Pas- 
tors, Professors and Presidents of Institutions of Learning, 
in threi: Continents. They are Ambassadors at Foreign Courts, 
and Membera of the Learned Societies of EiE'Opo and Amer- 
ica. They seem to be possessed of the power of ubiquity. 
Though eight years have elapsed sinco we left tiese sacred 
walls, we have never taken a journey, either long or short, 
without meeting the face of some brother Eranklin ! Ia the 
stage eoaeh, on the steam boat, in the riul road car, on ship 
board, in the French "diligence," in the German "eilwagon," 
every where, and under every variety of circumstances, we 
have met and recognized the mombers of this Society. How 
sweet to meet in later life the companions of our youth. Ten- 
der recolleotiona are awakened by looking again upou well 
known features. But few reooUeotiona are more sacred than 
those called up by meeting with some companion of College 
hours. A mysterioiw brotherhood unites thesona of the same 
Inatitution. And should that companion be a claas-mate, the 
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connection is still cloaer. The hourB spent in the samo pur- 
Huita, over the same volume, in the same company, and at 
the same recitation, are dear to the rememhrance. They were 
once thought tiresome, but we ever recur to sach friendships, 
as green spota in the journey of life. But should this eom- 
panion and that classmate be a Franklia, the mutual satiafao- 
tion would be complete. To meet with such a one, would he — 



Distance could not remove such remembrances, nor time efface 
the impression which such a meeting would renew. The frosts 
of age would melt from round the heart, and the afieotions 
flow again, in the long forgotten ehannels of early years 1 * 

How gladly would I linger among the labyrinths of memo- 
ry, and impress upon your minda the lessons of wisdom which 
it teaches I But the lateneaa of the Lour forbids any length- 
ened remarks. The topics which have been suggested by the 
record of the past, are too nimierous to refer to, and too inti- 
mately connected with our internal history to enlarge upon. 
But if the voice of the past, speaMng to i^ through the his- 
tory of this Society and College, has given utterance to one 
feet more certain and prominent than all others, it is, that 
the trvih of God is the outpointed instrumentality/ for the reyen^ 
eration. amd ctvUixatum of the world. That truth, which God 
has revealed in his word, and written in living characters over 
the broad face of nature — two volumes, but one book — oon- 
etitute the stone and the sling, to smite with death the gigan- 
tic forms of wrong, under which the whole creation groaneth 
and travaileth in pain untH now. Simple weapons, yet how 
effective ! None other is needed. The truth, in its jUnatri- 
oas simplicity, in its harmonious proportions, in the strength 
of ita liative energy, in the sublime consciousness of ita own 
rectitude, is omnipotent. It must and will prevail I 

"MS. Ilialoiy of EranUin Sooiaty, 
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To the etwdy and idv caey of that truth — which la mighty 
and which maketh fiet. — oonaeerate the jeari anil energies of 
your whole life. It will lead you to ita gieit Author, and 
standing in His pi&scnci., you will look forth ovs.r the broad 
field of the world, with the hdj resolution, to Iwo, labor, 
suffer, do and dio m the aeiviee >i huminity, and to stamp 
upon society the impress of truth, m charai-ters which shall 
remain when aun and moon are no more ! 

We have mat on this occasion to renew the recollectiona of 
tho past, and to exchange the signs and words of friendship — 
like ships on the ocein, whiuh exohmge ai^nala ind tlien pur- 
Huo their different couisea upon tht, pathleis dcop But ere 
we part, and " mingL with the universL, from whn,h we 
have escaped to participate m thi- solemnities of this night, 
let us again unite the Student s song md, with heart and 
soul, give a "vivat' to our Alma Mater ! Then — 

G^dsumus igitur 
Juvenes dura sumus, 
Posi jueundam jnrontulem. 
Post mQlestam Eenectutem, 
Nos habsbit bminial 

VJvat Aoademia, 

VJnuQt ProfosBorea, 

Vivut membiitm q^nodlibet, 

Vivaat menibra quieliliB^ 

Semp-n-aintiaFlarel 
Vjyatet rdspublion, 
Bt qni illam regi^ 
Tivat no'rtra ointae, 
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It will doubtless afford intereat and amasemeiit to see a 
list of the Questions wtich were debated at tbe Contests, since 
ttey began. Tbey are as follows : 

1799. Whether the Matheraatios or the Languages, Latin 
and Greek, be more necessary? 

1802, Whether is luxury or war most ruinous to Nations ? 

1801. Should a Governor, when elected into ofB.ce, nnder 
our present form of govomment, fill all the offices under 
his jurisdiction with men of the same political senti- 
ments with himself? 

1S05. Are the jiaturai talents of men superior to those of 

1806. Would it be poHoy in the United States immediately 
to emancipate their slayes ? 

1807. Can the immortality of the soul be discovered by the 
light of nature ? 

1808. Would it be policy for the Americana to join in alli- 
ance with Franco, should a war take place between 
America and Groat Britain ? 

1809. Are animals, inferior to man in the order of creation, 
possessed of immortal souls ? 

1810. Is the soul created immediately at the time of its infu- 
won into the body ? 

1811. Should a system of religion, which is coatrary to the 
Holy Scriptures, be tolerated by civil governments ? 

(177) 
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1812. Should capital punishment be iofliotect in a woll-regn- 
lated g nm n ? 

1813. Should n n 1 the ultimato rule of duty ? 

1814. Is th D y 1 able by the light of nature? 

1815. la th hum n ual tanding naturally right?, 
1816- Does h b 1 f f moral truth necessarily incite to 

the fulfill ng of m 1 bligations ? 

1817. Is a high degree of refinement favorable to the Chris- 
tian religion ? 

1818. Is war naturally lawful ? 

1819. Is there any such thing in human nature as disin- 
terested benevolence? 

1820. Suitable provision being made for the comfortable 
eeWlemeat of the blacks of this country in Afrieaj and 
for transporting them thither, would tie G-overnment 
of the United States, at any time of peace and common 
prosperity, bo justifiable in passing a Jaw, compelling 
them to colonize ? 

1821. Is a high degree of sensibility conducive to our pre- 
sent happiness ? 

1822. Is language a human invention ? 

1825. Would a community of goods contribute to the hap- 
piness of a people ? 

1829. Should Ecclesiastics have a vote in National Couucila ? 

1830. la utility the rule of moral action ? 

1831. Should a Eepublican government support a standing 
atmy in time of peace ? 

1832. Docs a paucity of laws, as among the American Sav- 
ages, subject man to greater evils than a superabundance 
of laws, as among the civilized Europeans ? 

1833. Should the power of pardoning those who commit 
offences against the laws (the military excepted) exist 
in a republican government ? 

1834. Should capital punishment be infiicted by civil gov- 



i..,Goo^lf 



QTIE8TI0NS DEBATED IN CONTESTS. 179 

1836. Should the Government of the United States diaconr- 
agc, by powerful restrictions, immigratione from Europe 
— not ineluding that of paupers ? 

1839. Should provision he made by law for the maiiitenanco 
of the poor ? 

1840. Should emulation be encour^ed as a stimnlus in 
education ? 

1841. Is our present Constitution more likely to terminate 
by the enoroaehment of tte State G-overnments on the 
powers of the Federal Govermttent, than by the consol- 
idation of the powers of the States in the Federal Gov- 
ernment ? 

1846. Is the human mind always active? 

1855. Should our judicial of&cers be oti^en by the people 
directly ? 

1856. Is there in the human mind a principle of diainter- 



1857. Should emulation be encouraged in common schools, 
aa a stimulus to education ? 



i..,Goo^lf 



BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH 



REV. MATTHEW BROWN, D. D, 

The furmor Presidont of Washington end Jefferson CollBgee. 



BY REV. DAVID ELLIOTT, D, ] 



Tho woi-da " tte memory of the just is blessed," express an 
aphorism sanctiouod hythe spirit of inspiration. Accordingly, 
the Jews, whenever they named an eminently just man who was 
deceased, wore in the habit of adding, " let his memory be 
blessed." This practice of preserving the memory of good 
men, seems to fall within the scope and teaehings of (Jod's 
word on the subject : "The righteous sliall be had in ever- 
lasting remembrance." " The elders, by faith, ohtwned a 
good report." And of the woman who poured the precious 
ointment upon the head of the Saviour, he himself declared 
that " Wheresoever this gospel shall be preached in the whole 
world, there shall also this that this woman hath done, he fold 
for a memoi-ial of her." By thus recording and preserving 
the memory of good men — their sayings and their actions — 
they are made to live over again, and to furnish lessons to 
Bui-yiving generations. " He being dead yet speaketh," is an 
affirmation of the spirit of God, respecting Abel. And so it 
may be said of any other good man, on whom the grave has 
closed, and whose memory has been preserved. His good 
deeds live in history, and what he said and did white living, 
(180) 
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. re said and done by him, in the reoords of hia life. The 
•^mands of duty, thereforo, as well as the promptings of 
fciendsliip, require that there be some recorded memorial of 
a venerable and distinguished man, well known throughout 
the Church, who has lately been removed to the eternal world. 
The Sev. Malthevi Brown, D. D., has closed his earthly 
labors, and gone where neither the applause nor the censure 
of mortals can reach him. He was a man of strongly marked 
character. With certain inequalities of phj^ical tempera- 
ment, he was distinguished by many high attributes of a reli- 
gious, intellectual, and social Mnd. Occupying as he did, 
daring a large portion of his life, posts of public obsen^tion 
and influence, which brought him into contact with various 
classes of men, and in conflict often with their passions and 
prejudices, it is not surprising that he sometimes incurred 
their censure, and waa subjected to harsher judgments, than 
a oa)m and dispassionate review of his whole iife will accord 
to him. And we doubt not but that when his defects and 
eccentricities ehal! have been forgotten, or remembered only 
to bo excused, the high moral attributes of hig eharaoter will 
remain deeply embalmed in many a Christian heart. 

Dr. Brown was descended from pious and respectable ances- 
tors. His paternal gi'andfather, John Brown, was a native 
of Ireland, but of Scottish descent. He emigrated to this 
country about the year 1720. Not long after his arrival in 
Pennsylvania, he died, leaving five sons, all of whom were 
distinguished for their religious character. His son MaUhmi;, 
the father of Dr. Brown, was bom in 1732. He resided 
some years on Conodoquinnct creek, in the vicinity of Oar- 
lisle, Pennsylvania. From thence he removed to White Deer 
Valley, Northumberland county, of which place he was one 
of the early settlers. He was a ruling elder in the Reformed 
Presbyterian Churoh, to which the family of Brown belonged. 
He is reported to have been a man of talents, and of great 
sprightlineaa and wit. He took an active part in the early 
16 
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stages of the Eevolutionary struggle for independence, and 
was a member of what was called the " Flying camp." In 
this service ho contracted a fever, of which he died, in 1778, 
at the age of forty-six. He left eight children, of- whom 
Malihew, the subject of the present notice, was the yonngeat 
Ho (Matthew) was born in the year 1776, two years before 
his father'a death. Upon the demise of hia father, joung 
Matthew and hia brother Thomas were adopted by Wiliiam 
Brown, his father's brother, who tad no children of his own. 
This William Brown resided in Dauphin county, near to Har- 
rJsbuTg, and, as Commissioner of that county, assisted in 
laying out the town which is now the seat of goTemment of 
the State of Pennsylvania. He was much in public life, and 
being a man of reading, as well as public spirit, ho was fre- 
quently called upon to serve hia fellow citizens in posts of 
honor and trust. He was repeatedly in the Legislature of 
Pennsylvania, and, as a member of that body, in 1776, it is 
said that he was the first who proposed the gradual emanci- 
pation of the slaves within the Commonwealth ; a measure 
which, though not favorably received at the time, was after- 
wards adopted. He was, moreover, a member of the Conven- 
tion which formed the Constitution of the State in 1790. 
His name appeal's among the signers to that instrument. Ho 
was also sent at one time as a Commissioner to Ireland and 
Scotland, on behalf of the Covenanters, to procure for them 
a supply of ministers. In this mission he was successful, 
and on his return brought with him Messrs. Lind and Dob- 
hin, the former of whom was settled and preached for some 
time in a church erected on Mr. Brown's farm. We have 
other particulars of an interesting nature, respecting this gen- 
tleman, but which are reserved for the present. They may 
appear in connection with a more extended notice of Dr. 
Brown, at some future day. 

It was with this uncle that the subject of this notice was 
placed after the death of his father. There, in a school in 
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the neigliborhood, he received hia elemciitary education, pre- 
paratory to his being sent to college. In due time he entered 
Dickinson College, at Carlisle, where he was graduated on 
tlio 5th of May, 1794, during the Presidency of JDr. Nishet, 
for whom he always entertained tko very highest regard. 
Among his classmates were the Rev. Dra, Herron and Laird, 
of Western Pennsylvania, and the Hon. Alexander Nisbet, of 
Baltimore, son of Dr. M^isbet, President of the College. After 
bis graduation, he was engaged in teaching a elasaiaal school 
in Northumberland county, near tbe place of his nativity, 
whore he became intimately acqaainted with the celebrated 
Dr. Priestley, and other distinguished men in that region. 
This was probably before he commenced the study of theology 
— when he made a public profession of religion, we are not 
at present able to state ; nor are we informed at what time he 
commenced his theological studies. It was probably about 
the year 1796, as he was licensed October 3d, 11'JJ and the 
Presbytery of Carlisle, by which he was licensed e kn wn 
for a long period, to have exaeted a three year ur e f 
study of their candidates before licensure. His he 1 ,, al 
studies were pursued in part with Dr. Hisbct, and n pa t w th 
Dr. King, both of whom were learned and abl m n and 
sound theologians. Two years after he was 1 n 1 bo 
accepted a call from the united congregations of M fflm and 
Lost Creek, within the bounds of the Presbytery it Ilunf n 
don, and ott the 6th of October, 1801, he took hi d m ss n 
to that Presbytery, and was by them ordained, and nstoll d 
in due time as the pastor of the above named Churches. Here 
bo labored faithf illy t r seve al years, in the midst of a good 
deal of reproach an 1 opp sit on, on the part of a few disaf- 
fected persons wh w connected as pew-holders with the 
congregation ot M ffl n E n 1 ng his situation uncomfortable, 
and having a call f om the congregation of Washington, Penn- 
sylvania, and an invitation from the Board of Trustees of 
Washington Academy, he accepted these offers, and having 
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obtained a dismissioa from his pastoral charge, he removed to 
Washington in the spring of 1805. There he labored in the 
double capacity of pastor and principal of the Academy, hav- 
ing an assistant to aid him in the business of giving instruc- 
tion. During the spring of 1806, the Academy of which he 
was the principal became merged in Washington College, a 
charter for that pnrpose having been procured from the Legis- 
lature of Pennsylvania. It was eminently through his influ- 
ence, and that of one or two others, that this charter was 
obtained. Of the new College, Dr. Brown was elected Presi- 
dent, on the 13th of December, 1806, retaining, at the same 
time, his pastoral connection with the congregation. This 
imposed upon him duties of a very arduous kind ; and to 
meet the responsibilities of his situation, he was obliged to 
labor with unceasing assiduity. Nor did he labor in vain. 
The results of his efforte wero soon rendered visible, in the 
growing prosperity of the Churcli, and in the healthful and 
extended reputation of the College. It is true that, owing 
to the proximity of Jefferson Oollogo, which was only seven 
miles distant, and which was then, as now, extensively patron- 
ized, the number of students at Washington increased rather 
slowly, and the number of graduates, during his administra- 
tion, was not very largo. But among those who were gradu- 
ated, during the ten years of his incumbency, there were 
many who have since risen to stations of eminence in the 
different learned professions, and a few who have acquired 
considerable distinotion in the political world. During the 
progress of events, and from causes which, in a sketch of 
this kind, need not be investigated, some dissatisfaction arose 
in the minds of some who were intimately connected with 
the College, against Dr. Brown. This led to the adoption of 
measures in the Board, having for their object the separation 
of the duties of the College from those of tho congregation. 
After various conferences on the subject, and some conflict of 
opinion and of feeling, Dr. Brown, on the 16th of December, 
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1816,"teiiderecl to the Board his resignation of the Prcaidene y 
of the College, preferring to retain hia paatoi-al charge of the 
Church, to which he was honad hj many solemn and tender 

The reputation which Dr. Brown acquired, as the President 
of Washington College, attracted attention to him abroad, 
and in different directions. The Trustees of Centre College, 
at Danville, Kentucky, tendered to him tho Presidenoy of 
that Institution. Tlus ho declined. And we know that at 
one time, though at a lat«r period, hia name was prominently 
before the Board of Dickinson College, for the same station. 
In 1822, however, he was elected to the PresicIonGy of Jeffer- 
son College, at Canouaburg, which he itoepted, ind shortly 
afterwards entered upon the dutiea of hn office By hia acces 
sion, new vigor was infused into that Institufinn and duimg 
tho whole of his administration, & pinod of twenty throo 
years, it continued to enjoys high dtgreu ot pioapenty At 
evidence of this, it may be noted that the iijgregate number 
of those who wore gi-aduated under his Prt'-ideucy was aeiea 
hundred and seventy, making an avenge numbei per maum 
of fully thirty-three. This fact truly atteata the akill and 
vigor with which the College was conducted And it la 
worthy of special observation, that of thii lirge numbei of 
graduatoa, not less than three hundied and fifty heume nun 
isters of the Goapel, the greater portion of them in the Pres- 
byterian Church. It ia due also to truth to state that of the 
ministers now in the Preabyterian Church, (Old School,) there 
are more who have been graduated at Jeffersoa College than 
at any other aingle College in the United States. During 
Dr. Brown's incamhenoy, also, the College shai'ed frequently 
and largely in the renewing influeaeea of the Spirit of God, 
which were poured out upon it from time to time. This ia 
to be attributed to a great degree, under G«d, to his faithful 
labors, and those of hia colleagues, not only in the pulpit, 
but iu visiting the students in their rooms, and ooayersing 
16* 
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and praying with them ia private. Few Preeidpnts of a Col- 
lege have been more feithful or assiduous in this department 
of labor than ho wae, asd few Colleges have been more largely 
blesaed in the visible fmita of such labor than that of JefFer- 
Bon. For several jears after Dr. Brown removed to Caaona- 
burgj he preached by invitation a part of each Sabbath in 
conjunction with Dr. M'Millan, at Chartiera, of which Dr. 
M'Millan was the pastor. After some time, a separate organi- 
Bation was effected in tho town of Canonsburg, in connection 
■with the CoUogo, and Dr. Brown became their regular paator, 
and continued to servo them in that capacity until he resigned 
tho Prosidenoy of the College, when the pastoral relation 
ceased. For a number of years before hia retirement, it had 
become evident to his frienda that his physical strength was 
^ving way, and that the labors of the College and of the 
congregation were becoming oppressive to him. He himaclf 
felt it, and often referred to it, And he would have doubtless 
retired much sooner than he did, but from the apprehension 
that if ho ceased from active labor he would be in danger of 
sinking into a state of imbecility. At length, however, he 
was constraiaed by his rapidly increasing infirmities, to seek 
repose from his too arduous labors, and in the year 1845 he 
tendered to the Board hia resignation. In accepting it the 
Board evinced their appreciation of his long and faithful ser- 
vices, by conferring on him the honorary degree of Doctor of 
Laws, (that of Doctor of Divinity having been conferred on 
him by Princeton many years before,) and by the adoption of 
resolutions expressive of their deep feeling of regret at the 
necessity which led to a disaolution of the ties which had 
bound them so long and so happily together. Tho people of 
"Washington were not insensible to the loss they had sustained 
by the removal of Dr. Brown to Canonsburg. Ooourrencca, 
also, connected with the history of the College in Washing- 
ton, subsequent to Hs resignation of the Presidency of that 
Institution, had convinced the Board that they ooald not better 
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subserve its Intereste, than by recalling him. Aeoordingly, 
some six or seven years after he had left Washington, he 
reeeived a united call from the congregation aud College to 
rctura to his former position. This oooasioned him great 
perplexity. Hia attachmont to his old congregation, among 
whom he had labored seventeen years, was very strong. Tlie 
College, too, which had sprung into esistence under his hand, 
and whoso oarly growth had been the object of his watchful 
care, made a Strong appeal to hia sympathy and regard. But 
while his feelings led him strongly in that direction, he finally, 
after fall deliberation, and consultation with friends, deci- 
ded to remain at Canonsburg, much to the gratification of 
the people of that place, and the friendi of Jefferson OoUege. 
With what untiring devot n t the nt t f that Institu- 
tion he continued to lab t h P P ty until, through 
infirmity, he was const a n d t t w 11 known and 

amply attested by the fa ts Ir ly 1 n 1 by the whole 

current of her history. fmthtmtltD B Dwn retired 
from tho Presidency of the College and the pastorate of the 
Church in Canonsbiwg, he embraced every opportucity of 
preaching the Gospel to hia dying follow-men. In this work 
ho took great delight. Ho never appeared more in hia ele- 
ment than when proclaiming the riches of G-od's grace to lost 
einnera ; and, notwithstanding tho decline of his bodily pow- 
ers, it was surprising to observe tho vigor with which ho con- 
tianed to preach till near the end of life. It ia duo to the 
memory of Dr. Brown to state that, for a few years before 
his death, he auftered much from morbid bodily excitement. 
This acted unfavorably on his mental perception, and induced, 
in many cases, an ecceatrio and anomalous form of action, 
whioh subjected him to unfiiendly remarks by those who 
were unacquainted with the oause. Those who were familiar 
with hia true condition, knew how to make allowance for these 
peculiar forms of opinion and of action by which some portion 
of the latter part of his life was marked. In the midst of 
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all his infirmities, however, he evinced the same strong and 
tmwavering attachment to evangelical truth, and the same 
deep aenaihility in relation to the prosperity of the Kadcomor's 
kingdom, which distinguished hia more favored years of health, 
and of bodily and mental vigor. Some weeks before hia 
death, alarming sjinptoms of diaeaae made their appearanoe. 
Of these his physicians informed him, intimating at the aame 
time that he might die very suddenly. In communicating 
thia report of the physiciana to the writer, in a brief note, 
he added, m this laconic manner, " The story is aoon told — 
may go off in a few days. But my trust is in God ; He will 
not forsake me in the trying hour." He was not taken away, 
however, for some time ; but ho continued gradually and 
slowly to decline until death did its work. On the Monday 
preceding his death, his disease (gangrene of the right limb) 
so changed ita character as to mitigate and almost entirely 
remove that singular irritabiiltj of hia physical frame which 
had so painfully characterized his latter years, and the pre- 
vious stages of his illness. From that time he appeared to 
be a different man, and like to what he was in his former and 
better days. He waa himself again. His affections once 
more went forth with full flow towards his children and rela- 
tives; from whom, through the disturbing influence of his 
nervous complaints, they appeared at times to bo almost with- 
drawn. Having summoned his son and daughter to his bed- 
fude, he reminded them of the dying scene of their dear 
departed mother — how ahe had committed them to the faithful 
care of a covenant-keeping God, and expressed her confident 
hope of meeting them in heaven. He desired now, he said, 
to do the aame thing. He exhorted them to " love one 
another" — to bo kind to each other; and then referring 
to his absent daughter, he added : " And oh that my dear 
absent child were here also, that we might altogether renew 
our mutual pledges of meeting in heaven." Then clasping 
his son in his arms, he said, " I have sometimes dealt roughly 
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with you, my aon, but let all be forgotten and forgiven now." 
Witt much calmness, he spoke of the disposition ho had made 
of his property, and expressed a hope and belief that it 
would be entirely aatisfaotory. He referred, also, with great 
composure, to his approaching dissolution, saying, "Death to 
me has no terrors : I have long looked him in the face." 
He desired his friends to conduct his funeral as quietly as 
possible — " no parade ;" he indicated the spot where he 
wished to be buried — "in the graveyard at Washington, 
tetween my two wives" — " a place reserved for my poor body ; 
I have long looked at it — a pleasant spot." Wheu asked 
about un inscription, liia reply was, " Ah, take oaro ! There 
I am afraid of you; pride come in — in the fewest possible 
words — ' a sinner saved by grace.' " Howard's motto was sug- 
gested : " Christus tnea spes." " Yes," he replied, " that 
would do; it would honor learning, to which my life has been 
devoted — 'muUum in parvo" — what you pletae." After 
drinking some water which was given him, he eseli^med, 
with inexpressible pathos and energy — " Water 1 I ahall soon 
be drinking of the pure river of water of life." His heart 
seemed to he full of love and kindness to all around him. 
When ho received any refreshment, or when his bed was 
smoothed, or his pillow adjusted, he frequently said in a most 
winning and affectionate manner : " That will do ;" " very 
well;" "all right." These were the genuine expressions of 
a Chnstitn temper, now that the irntabilitj and lestkssness, 
supeiinduLel ly lomphcatod disi-aao, hid been removed In 
eonver'iation with a mmistLnal brother, two dajs before his 
deith, he mido thi, f Uowjng emphatic obsLrvafion m iefi,r 
encL to himself ' I have one evidence , yes ' one thing the 
devil himself cannot pcisuade me out of it I have btin a 
finnd <f reM\als I have always loved to see sinners eon 
■\ertcd I would die happy if ministers and Chuiches w^-re 
baptized with the Holy Spirit When askel by hi'f on m 
1 w if he thought the Pre&bj tenan Church w ul 1 be igiin 
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united, " Yea, certainly," he replied, " G-od can do it ; he 
will do it. I shall not see it ; but you will." He fully real- 
ized the approach of death ; and to his son-in-law, on one 
occasion, he said with great solemnity : "And this is death ! 
death !" But in death itself, when it came, there was no appa- 
rent paia, no convulsive action or groan ; hut peacefully as a 
child, he fell asleep in Jesus. His children, though watching 
round his pillow, knew not the precise moment of his depar- 
ture, and could sca.rcely realize that it was death. He died 
on the 29th of July, 1853, at the house of his son-in-law, 
Kov. Dr. Riddle, in Pittsburgh. The night after his decease, 
his body was conveyed to Canonsburg. The next morning 
it was plac«d in Providence Hall, which was clad in mourn- 
ing ; and where a funeral discourse was pronounced by the 
Rev. Dr. Swift, of Allegheny. This service was touching 
and solemn. The population of the village were largely 
present. The shops were closed. Many a face was wet with 
tears. The citizens seemed to feel that Canonsburg and Jef- 
ferson College had lost their best friend, and the poor their 
benefactor. At the close of the religious services, the funeral 
cortege passed through the rants of students, as it proceeded 
on ite way to Washington. There it was met by a procession 
of the faculty, trueteea, and students of Washington College, 
and many citizens. The members of the old session of the 
Washington church requested the privilege of bearing the 
.corpse of their former pastor and &iend to the grave, which 
was cheerfully granted. In this particular, his closing scene 
was lihe that of Stephen — " Devout men carried him to his 
burial, and made great lamentation over him." The Rev. 
Mr. Brownson, the present pastor of the Washington church, 
offered prayer at the grave ; and the crowd slowly retired, 
leaving his eold remains in the tomb, there to sleep until the 
morning of the rcsuiTCction. Dr. Brown was twice married. 
By his first wife he had two children, one of whom, the Rev. 
Alexander B. Brown, D. D., is now the President of Jeffer 
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son College, and the other, Elizabeth, ia tho wife of the Rev. 
Dr. Riddle, of Pittsburgh. By his second wife he had one 
daughter, Susan Mary, now the wife of Henry Alexander, 
Esq., of New York, 

In the foregoing brief narrative, the reader will doubtless 
have obtained some glimpses of the character of Dr. Brown. 
It was intended by tho writer to have attempted a more formal 
delineation of his character, in its vaiious forms of develop- 
ment. But further reflection hasinduoed him to defer it, for 
tbo present, from a conviction that when the records of his 
personal and public hist ry "hill ha\e been more fully written, 
such a delineation 1 emg bi '^timcd by incontr vtrtiblo facts, 
will be received with more fw r ind will better vindicate 
his claims to a place m the iffectionato remembrance of the 
Mends of learning and of religion 
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REV. SAMITEL RALSTON, D. D. 

President of tto Board of Truateoa of Jeffetsoa College. 



The Rev. Samuel Ealston, D. D., waa bom in the connty 
of Donegal, Ireland, A. D. 1756. Hia famUy were of the 
most substantial and respectable yeomanry of that part of 
Ireland. Some of them were engaged in agricultural pniBUtts, 
and others in trade and merchandise. Judging from the let- 
ters he received from various relations, after his arrival in this 
country, we infer that there could have been few more thrifty 
or influential people in the northern pai-t of the province of 
Ulster, than the Ealstons. Probably of Scottish descent 
originally, they were all thorough Pi'esbyteriana. His reli- 
gions education, and his early training in catechetical instruc- 
tion, were carefully attended to. It is probable that the 
rudiments of a classdeal education were afforded him, in the 
neighborhood of his birth ; and, lite the Irish Presbytoriao 
schools of that day generally, his must have been thorough 
in ite pedagogical drilling, if we may judge from hia accurate 
and extensive classical attainments, for which he was after- 
wards distinguished. As some of his fother's family were 
bnsiness men, engaged in trade and commerce, he was proba^ 
biy, at an early period, employed occasionally in their service. 
His careful, methodical habits, in reference to his financial 
concerns, through afterlife, seem to have been formed in this 
(192) 
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way. There is evidence from his papers that he would have 
become a thorough business man, had Divine Providence given 
this direction to his life. But his mind, which, from his 
boyhood, seems to have been thoughtful and serious, received, 
through divine grace, a decidedly religious tone ; and his 
thoughts were early turned to the Gospel ministry. la order 
to become qualified for this important work, bo far as human 
instrumentality was concerned, he was sent to the University 
of Glasgow, in Scotland. After completing an extensive 
collegiate course, he entered upon his more immediate prepa^ 
ration for preaching the Gospel, and was in due time liconacd 
by his Presbytery. He at once attained to a very respecta- 
ble standing among his countrymen, as an able and inatruo- 
tdve preacher. Ho was engaged for several years at Donaugh- 
more, and adjoining places, either as a regular stated supply 
or assistant preacher. But his mind having early received 
a strong bias towards the new Western World, he seems to 
have declined all thoughts of settling, as a pastor, in his native 
land. Dark political clouds, portentous of future troubles 
and disasters, were then beginning to gather over Ireland. 
The American Revolution, which had been brought to a suc- 
cessful issue a few years beforo, was soon followed by the 
ton-ible Revolution in France. Many in Ireland, both of 
Protestants and Catholics, fondly eonoeiyed that the day of 
their country's release from British thralldom was at hand. 
Many young and ardent minds among the Presbyterian min- 
istry, caught the patriotic infection, and were full of zeal for 
their oountry's freedom. Though young Ealston was a warm 
patriot, and eamoatly longed to see his country free, he was 
too wise to commit himself to rash measure. But he began 
to foresee that the country would soon be convulsed by the 
coming struggle. He had consecrated himself to the Gospel 
of Peace. He saw little prospect of pursuing his Master's 
work much longer in Ireland, without compromising his con- 
science or his safety. He determined to withdraw, and to 
17 
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seek a, field of labor in the New World, across the Atlantic, 
Accordingly, Le emigrated to the United States early in 1794. 
Soon afterwards, he put himself under the care of the Pres- 
bytery of New Castle; and under the direction of that fruit- 
ful mother of our early W^tera ministers, he labored for 
about eighteen months, ia portions of Eastern Pennsylvania, 
Delaware and Maryland. This period of bis life, no doubt, 
was spent with much advantage to himsolf, as well as benefit 
to others. It was the very kind of life adapted to acclimat* 
him, both physically, iutcllectually, and morally. And no 
better region oonld have been selected, perhaps, in order to 
trim up a young Scotch-Irishman, prune off his excrescences, 
and refine, or at least Americanize his manners. And Mr. 
Ealston would not be wanting, on his part, to avail himself 
of the advantages afforded him. Ho bad been early accus- 
tomed, in his own family circle, to a manly and refined tone 
of society. His vigorous mind, and his quick penetration of 
men and of society in ail their various phases, would facili- 
tate his progress in this new school of life. His intelligence, 
wit and conversational powers, would give him a welcome 
passport to every social circle. And his dignity and com- 
manding personal presence would always command respect. 
He has left no journal of this period of his life. Wo remem- 
ber but one incident wtich he related, connected with it. 
He was itinerating on the Eastern Shore of Maryland. On 
a warm summer day, a congregation were seated in an unfin- 
ished log meeting-house, the floor not entirely laid — some of 
them sitting on the sleepers, and their feet on the ground, 
listening to the young Irish missionary. All at once, a row 
of ladies, sitting next tho wall, rose, in apparent ablation, 
and pressed forward from their places, some of them casting 
their glances up the wall just above their seat. There was 
quite a sensation through the whole house, though not a sylla- 
ble was uttered. It was all a mystery to young Ralston. He 
paused for a moment, but he was soon relieved. A geutle- 
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man, armed with a large horsewhip, advanced to the wall, and 
btriick up against it with his whip several times, most vigor- 
ously. Ealstun yet saw nothing. At length, by a successful 
stroke, a large snake, more than a yard long, was dislodged, 
and came tumbling down, and was instantly killed and carried 
out of the house. It was the first anake he had ever seen in 
his life. For every Isody knows there are no snakes in Ire- 
land — St. Patrick, acoordiag to a popish legend, having, 
many eenturiea ago, driven both snakes and toads out of the 
island into the sea,* Mr. Ralston and bis congregation soon 
recovered their composure, and there was no further inteirup- 
tioa to the services of the day. 

In the fall of 1795, Mr. Ralston crossed the mountains 
iuto Western Pennsylvania, and spent some' time, perhaps 
two months, prcaohing in several vacant congregations, in the 
Presbyteries of Redstone and Ohio. He then returned and 
spent the winter in the bounds of New Castle Presbytery, 
Thither calls were sent to bim, through that Presbytery, from 
Bethel and Ebeneaer, now in the bounds of Biairsville Pres- 
bytery, and also from Mingo and Horae-shoe Bottom, in the 
I'resby tery of Ohio, Early in the spring of 1796 he returned 
to the West, and attended a meeting of the Presbytery of 
Redstone, at Laurel Hill, April 19th, of that year. He was 
received as a licentiate, upon bis certificate of dismission from 
tbe Presbytery of New Oastle. The call which be had 
received from Bethel and Ebeneaer, he informed the Presby- 
tery he was not yet prepared to accept. He, moreover, 
requested and obtained leave to spend some part of the sum- 
mer in t^ boands of ibe Presbytery of Ohio. There were 
several supplies assigned him, however, through the wide- 
spread territory of the old Presbytery of Redstone. He was 
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Beat to Glade Eun, Sctbol, and Ebenezer on Bkcklick, Ebeae- 
zer on Puckcty, Tyrone, Morgantown, Clarksburg, and Crab- 
Orchard. Whether he traveled over this whole field, indica- 
ted by these places, we know not. It appears that he visitedi 
at least, some of those in Virginia. For it is a tradition jet 
remembered, that once, when near Morgantown, he was at a 
house-raising, lending his powerful frame in that laboriona 
operation. He was up on the top of the building, which ha4 
reached a oousiderahle height, when a man, newly arrived 
amongst the throng below, was indulging in excessive cursing 
and sweaiiag. Halston, though aloft, heard and rebuked him. 
The man became enraged, threatened vengeance, and dared 
him to come down. Mr. Ealston hastened down and advanced. 
But when the profane fellow saw what a herculean, six-foot, 
brawny Irishman he had challenged, his wrath forsook him 
in a moment — ho became as humble as a lamb, begged pardon 
of his reverence, and sounded a masterly retreat. An up- 
roarious laugh burst from the whole company, and re-echoed 
"over the hills and far away." 

In the course of the week next ensuing after the meeting 
of the Redstone Presbytery, above mentioned, he had repaired, 
before entering on the above appointments, to a meeting of 
the Presbytery of Ohio, April 26, 1796; and obtained from 
that Presbytery leave to visit some of their vacancies, espe- 
cially Mingo Creek and Horse-shoe Bottom. Whether he 
visited these plaees before or after the appointments given him 
by the Bedstone Presbytery, we are not informed. Wo only 
know that, by the fall meeting of that Presbytery, he informed 
them that he had eonoluded to decline the call to Ebenezer 
and Bethel, and to accept that of Mingo and Horse-shoe Bot- 
tom ; and aa thesa were in the bounds of Ohio Presbytery, 
he was dismissed to that Presbytery, and was duly received, 
October 26, 1796. Measures were immediately adopted with 
reference to his ordination and installation at Mingo. An 
adjourned meeting was held at that place. The Presbytery 
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waa opened with a senaon from Mr. Kalston, on a subject 
previously assigned, as a pari of trials. On the following 
day, NoYembcr 30, 1796, he waa ordained and installed, Mr. 
Patterson preaching the ordination sermon, on 1 Thess- 
6 : 12, and Mr. M'Millan presiding and giving the charge. 
As we have no record of any subsequent installation at Horse- 
shoe BottOBij it is probablo that this service at Mingo was 
intended and appointed for both congregations ; the people of 
the other congregation being present in part, either by com- 
missioners or representatives, or by the session, or part of the 
congregation. Horse-shoe Bottom was situated some miles 
np the Monongahela river, and included a " settlement," 
extending for some distance up and down the river, and wide 
out from it, having taken the name from the figure made by 
the curve of the river around the "settlement." Thoaa 
places, constituting the joint pastoral charge of Mr. Ralston, 
extending along the west aide of the Monongahoia, and ten 
or Iwelve miles off from it, all within the limits of Washing- 
ton county, formed the wide and laborious field of Mr. EaJs- 
ton's labors, through a largo portion of his protracted life. 
He entered at once with vigor and unsparing diligence on his 
work. The pastoral fields of all our first ministers were very 
extensive, and quite indefinite in some directions. Mr. Hals- 
ton's was one of the largest, and one of the roughest, at least 
as to its physical, if not its moral features. Let any one 
now, with all the advantages of modem improvements in 
roads and modes of conveyance, start at the western boundary 
of Mingo, traverse the hilla and hollows, constantly occurring, 
as he crosses successively the Mingo and Pigeon creeks, and 
Pike run, and Maple creek, and persevere till he reaches the 
eastern limits of Horse-shoe Bottom congregation; and be 
will wonder that any one man could ever undertake such a 
wide-stretching scene of paatoml and ministerial labors. But 
Dr. AalstoQ not only undertook it, but held on to this entire 
field for tbirty-five years. It is true that for some years, 
17* 
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towards the cloae of that period, the Presbyterian population 
of tie Horse-shoe Bottom " settlement," haying hocome 
greatly reduced hy emigration to the West, wore hronght into 
connootion with the memlDers in and around Williamsport ; 
and that place became the principal field of that part of Dr. 
Ealston'a labors which had formerly been devoted to the " set- 
tlement" farther up the river. We need hardly state that 
WUIiamaport has, for some years past, talten the mora ambi- 
tious name of Monongahela City, 

The subject of this memoir soon afterwards sought and 
obtained the hand of Miss Ferguson, of Pigeon Creek, who 
proved a valuable help-mate to her husband, sustaining and 
cheering him amidst hia toilsome and exhausting labors. 

Mr. Kalston had not yet become an American citizen, in 
due legal form. But next to the Cliurch of Christ, he loved 
his adopted country. He was a thorough Eepublieaa in sen- 
timent, and took a deep interest, all his life, in the cause of 
human liberty. In due time, he sought and obtained his legal 
righta of American citizenship, according to the form then 
required. The official document lies before us, and wUl, per- 
haps, by some, be read with interest. It is rather a curiosity 
to tliose who have not seen such a paper. It is as follows : 

"I,EdwardEurd, Prothonotary of the Supreme Court of the 
State of Pennsylvania, in the United States of America, hereby 
certify, that at a court of Nisi Prius, held at Washington, for 
the county of Washington, on the thirtieth day of May, in 
the year of our Lord one thousand seven hundred and ninety- 
nine, before the Honorable Jasper Yates and Thomas Smith, 
Esqa., two of the Justices of the Supreme Court of the said 
State, Samuel Raluon, a native of Ireland, but now of the 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, exhibited a petition, praying 
to be admitted to become a citizen o£ the said United States ; 
and on his solemn oath on the Holy Evangels, djd declare, in 
the SMd court, that he had resided, two years at least, withiii 
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and under the jurisdiction of the "United States, and one year, 
at least, within the State of Pennsylvania : that he was a 
resident within the limits, and under the jurisdiction o£ the 
United States, on the twenty-ninth day of January, in the 
year of our Lord one thousand seven hundred and ninety-five ; 
that he tad never home any hereditary title, or heen of any 
of the orders of nobility, in any country whatever, and did 
absolutely and entirely renounce and abjure all allegiance and 
fidelity to any foreign Prince, Potentate, State or Sovereignty 
whatever ; and particular to the King of Great Britain, of 
whom ho was heretofore a subject : and that he would sup- 
port the Constitution of the United States. And the feota as 
aforesaid appearing to the satisfaction of the said Court, in 
full proof; and, moreover, that during the said term of two 
years, the said Samuel Eahton, had behaved himself as a 
man of good moral character, attached to the Constitution of 
the said United States, and well disposed to the good and 
happiness of the same. The said court, thereupon, admitted 
the said Safivael R'ahfon to become a citizen of the said 
United States, and of the State of Pennsylvania aforesaid, 
and ordered all the said proceedings to be recorded by the 
Clerk of the said court, which record vaa made accordingly. 
" In witness, I, the said Edward Burd, 
have hereunto set my hand and affixed 
the seal of the said Supreme Court, at 
Philadelphia, this twenty-third day of 
September, in the year of our Lord 
MDCCXCEX. 

" Edw. Burd, Proikon'^." 

Dr. Ralston resided within a few miles of Mingo church, 
shortening, somewhat, the distance to his further place of 
preaching. After his settlement and marriage, his laborious 
but peaceful life wore pleasantly away, amidst much domestic 
g, and much to cheer him in hia labors as a minister of 
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Christ. In process of time he had a lovely circle o£ childroii 
around him. He had, in all, three sons and six daughters. But 
two of these daughters, and two of his sons, he lived to see 
passing to the grave before him. One of the eons had just 
completed his preparatory studies for the ministry, with bright 
promise of distinguished usefulness, when he was removed 
by death. All these ohildren gladdened their venerable 
father, by a seasonable and hopeful connection with the visi- 
ble Church. In hia long loneliness, after the death of his wife, 
whom he survived twenty-four years, his children, and espe- 
cially one daughter, who remained unmarried, cherished his 
life and health with more than ordinary filial faithfulness 
and tender care. 

His pastoral charges shared largely in those remarkable 
effusions of Divine influence which were witnessed and feit 
BO estensivcly in our Western Zion, during the years 1802-3, 
and '4, The writer remembers, when quite a small boy, to 
have accompanied his parents (then residing in Kehoboth, 
Westmoreland county,) over to Sbrse-shoe Botlom. It was 
in May or June, 1802. There was a great assembly of peo- 
ple, for those times ; and great religious excitement. Public 
meetings extended through much of several suceessive days. 
And, at night, many again collected at the meeting-house, 
and the services were continued to a late hour. It w^ a 
very solemn time. The writer's father was assisting Dr, 
Ealston ; and he faintly remembers how they both preached, 
and prayed, and exhorted. This was nearly, if not quite, the 
beginning of the revival in Dr, Balaton's charge. It waa 
believed that many were awakened and converted, at that 
sacramental meeting. There were similar meetings at Mingo, 
for several years, beginning about that time. Such a season, 
it is supposed, Dr. Ealston never witnessed before. But he 
was ready to welcome it, and to co-operate with his brethren, 
with all his might, in their now increased and abounding 
labors, during this spiritual harvest. Though Dr. Ealston 
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had not the advaatago of a smooth mcllifiuous voice, or of 
mueh natural pathos, he made all ike amauda in hia power 
for these defects by his earaestness and plainness, and strong 
and faithfal appeals to tho reason and consciences of men. 
Though he could not be said to be a popular preacher, the 
people of God, and indeed all people of good sense, were 
always pleased to see his presence at the great revival meet- 
ings, and to hear his voice, amidst those scenes, when multi- 
tudes were inquiring for the way of salvation, overwhelmed 
with sharp eonvictioa and deep distress, or melted into pen- 
itence and contrition at the foot of the cross. In those days, 
there was little of that critical and fastidious taste that now 
prevails. People seemed to hunger for the bread of life ; 
and they did not turn away from it with indifference and con- 
tempt, if the voice that directed them to it did not always 
fall on their ears soft as the gentle murmurs of Siloah's 
brook : or if the poor earthen vessel, that bore to them tho 
provisions of God's house, did not always remind them of 
"apples of gold in pictures of silver." Dr. Ealston was 
called to take his full share in assisting his brethren, espe- 
cially Dr. M'Milian, on sacramental occasions. For many 
years, these were memorable seasons in the history of Western 
Presbyterianism. Ent as we have spoken of them somewhat 
at large in our former work, " Old Bedstone," we will not 
here attempt further remarks. The great revival, to which 
we have referred, has been so well described by Dr. Elliott, 
in his " Life of Ma^urdy," that we will not attempt another 
account. We are sure that it would be no improvement upon 
his interesting narrative, though indeed many things might 
be told "which he has omitted ; and the materials are not 
wanting, or difficult of access, for this purpose. But we think 
it much better, on the whole, to refer our readers to the " Life 
of Macurdy." It is true, nothmg may be found there about 
the great work in Mmgo oi Horse-shoe Bottom. But the 
reader has only to tiinsfei, at least to some extent, what he 
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w^l there find rolatod of the several acenea in the pastoral 
charges of Messrs. Anderson and Marquis, and Macurdy and 
Patterson, and M'Millan. But Dr. Ralston was called to 
render a peculiar serrice to the cause of religious revivals, 
in those times. That remarkahle work had not long pro- 
gressed, before it excited dissatisfaction and opposition among 
some other denominations, and especially the Seceders. Many 
of their preachers, as early as 1802, hegan to warn their peo- 
ple against the work. They denounced it as fanatical, and 
of Satanic origin. Many of their people, however, could not 
be kept away from those solemn scenes. In some instances, 
they became auhjeots of the revival. In other cases, they 
knew not what to say ; their mouths were stopped. The min- 
isters of that body became more and more alarmed. At 
length, in 1804, they prepared and published a sort of pasto- 
ral Letter and Testimony, and seat it oat, far and wide, over 
their Churches, and among their people ; and even sought 
every opportunity to obtrude this publication into' our houses 
and families. Thie was, however, perhaps, the course pursued 
only by some nf the weaker, yet well-meaning brethren of 
that body Tho sophistry tnd misrepresentations of the 
pamphlet were easily answeied by our ministers, from the 
pulpit, and on othei oceaaiona But something more formal 
and better suitid for pirrying the attack, and for silencing 
the enemy, seemed neo^sary, and loudly called for. Dr. 
BalatiHv undertook it. In 1805 there issued from the press, 
in the town of Washington, a pamphlet of sisty-one pages, 
with the anonymous signature of "A Presbyterian." But 
it was well known to be tho production of Dr. Balaton; and 
was popularly called ''The Curryumib " How that name was 
given to it, we have never heard The title-p^ is as fol- 
lows : " Letters addressed to ike Rei Mesbrt, John C'ree, 
John Andersort, Wdham Wilson, and Thomas Allison, mem- 
hen of the Axsooiate Presbytery oj JPernis^lvania, m answer to 
their pamphlet entitled ' Evils ot the work now prevailing in 
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tho Ilnited states of America, under the name of a revital 
of religion.' Whereia their objections to this work are exam- 
ined, and shown to be unfounded ; and the work vindieated, 
as being agreeable to the Word of Q-od. Prov. 17 : 17, 
'He that is fcat in his own cause aeemoth just; but hia 
neighbor cometh and aearcheth him.' " 

The first letter is dated November 1st, 1804, and begins 
thus: 

" Gmflemen : — It may be a sufficient apology for address- 
ing the following letters to you, that I believe the work now 
prevailing in the United States of America, under the name 
of a Kevival of Religion, to be a gracious work of the Spirit 
of <jod ; but which you, in a tate pamphlet, to which you 
have affixed your names, style in your title-page, " aa evil 
work," and elsewhere, "a work of delusion;" "a work of 
enthusiasm;" nay, "a work of the devil." My design in 
these letters is to essmine your objections to this work, and 
the testimony on which these objections are founded ; and 
then to assign the reasons which have induced me to believe, 
and attempt to defend it, as a work of the Spirit of God, for 
the conviction and conversion of sinners, and for building up 
believers in their moat holy faith." 

We shall not attempt an abstract of this able produc- 
tion. He takes up the several objections, or charges brought 
against the revival, aa, — " that it is a work upon the bodies 
of men;" — "that it cannot be a work of the Spirit of 
God, because bodily affections are not means of grace ;" — 
" that it tends to bring the subjects of it under such an 
influence of their imagination and feelings, as is incon- 
sistent with a due regard to the word of G-od, as the only 
ground of faith and rule of duty;" — "that it savors of 
enthusiasm, because the subjects of the falling exercise are 
1 to any me»Meal applications;" — "that it tends to 
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the burial of a faitiful testimony for many of the proeioua 
truths of fiod's word, that ate denied by various religious 
denominations at the present day;" — " that bodily exercises 
are rather to be deprecated, as a judgment, than prayed for 
as benefits;" — "a judgment," it is insinuated, rather than 
expressed, "for singing Watts' Psalms and Hymns;" and 
lastly, "the gross disorders of it." Dr. Ralston tak«s up 
these several charges, meeta them fairly, and candidly makes 
many admissions, in perfect oonsistence with a full and con- 
clusive refutation of tho several grounds of objection. " The 
Currycomb" must be carefully read to be fully appreciated. 
We cannot withhold a passage towards the close of the dis- 
cussion, that may serve as a sample of its power : " Having 
thus examined your pamphlet particularly — ^more paitioularly 
than I at first iaitended, or thau it, perhaps, deserved — I will 
now leave it with the reader to decide whether your objections 
to this work are well founded or not. That they are not sup- 
ported by the evidence and arguments you have produced for 
that purpose, I think I may say, without vanity, I have 
clearly shown; attd, therefore, before you overthrow it, yon 
must feike some other ground than that you have taien. I 
will now, as I have promised, assign you a few of the reasons 
which have convinced me that it is a gracious work of the 
Holy Spirit. In the first place, this work was begun and 
carried on, in this country, (for I do not choose to take my 
testimony from mangled scraps of foreign letters, for which 
no person or persons are accountable but their authors,) 
under the preaching and influence of the following doctrines, 
viz : the doctrine of the infinite guilt and total depravity of 
the human race, by the first sin of our first parents, in conse- 
quence of being represented by them in the covenant of 
works : the doctrine of the election of part of the human 
race to eternal life, through sanctification of the Spirit and 
belief of the truth : the doctrine of justification through the 
imputed righteousness of the Lord Jesus; of regeneration 
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by tho almighty power of the Spirit of God alone ; and of 
the certain perseverance of all helievers, by virtue of the 
complete satisfaction of Cbriat, and the unchangeable promises 
of Ctod ; together with the other doctrines of grace, depend- 
ing upon and connected with these leading doctrincB. You 
cannot but know, gentlemen, that these doctrines are con- 
tained in the Confession of Faith of the Presbyterian Ohurohes 
in the United States of Ameriea : and I can say, that they 
are preached by the ministers of this Church, in this country. 
It is not true, then, as yon say, in the eleventh page of yonr 
pamphlet, ' That they insist perpetually upon the sanction 
of the law, to the exclusion of other doctrines no leas neces- 
sary in their place;' and 'that they preach the terrors of 
the law to the people, as if they had nothing else to preach 
to them.' That you meant them in that paragraph, 1 
believe; and I think you have so much candor left as to 
acknowledge it, if you were interrogated. You cannot say 
so, from your own personal knowledge ; for your doctrine 
respecting ' occasional hearing' has prevented yon. Yonr 
ground, then, for paying so, is taken from hearsay, or the 
reports of enemies, as was the case respecting the work we 
have been considering. No wonder, then, that you mistake 
and blunder, when you depend npon such vague and indefinite 
evidence But not to insist upon this : Secondly, that this 
is a gracious wuk of the Spirit of God is apparent to me, 
from the effects it has produced. It has arrested the atten- 
tion of the careless and uuconcomed. It has aroused the 
stupid sinner to a sense of his danger, and induced him to 
cry out, ' what must I do to be saved T It has discovered to 
the ignorant and sclf-righteoi^, that they are not only guilty 
before God, but also that ' their hearts are deceitful above ail 
things, and desperately wicked;' and that they need the 
righteousness of Christ, in order to justification and accept- 
ance with God. It has caused those who seldom or never 
bowed the knee to God, or attended on the ordinances of the 
IS 
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gospol, to cry, < Q-od be meroiM to me, a smner ;' and to 
attend diligently on tke means of grace. It has reclaimed 
tho wicked and tlie profligate, and transformed the Jion into 
a lamb. It haa brought professed deists to become profesaod 
Christians, and turned their carsings into blessings, and their 
blasphemies into ptaiaes. Many who could not relish any 
religious conversation, are now only delighted when t 
about the plan of aalvation, and the wonders of r 
love ; and many, very many, give evidence, by their life and 
conversation, that they are born of God, And to this I would 
add, that it has had this effect on many of all ranks, agea, 
sexes, and colora ; the African as well as the European and 
American. And the combined hosts of deists, hypocrites 
and formalists are generally opposed to it. Some also have 
fallen away ; but this is no objection, but rather an evidence 
that it is a work of the Spirit of God ; for Cliriat informs us, 
in the parable of the Sower, (Matt. 13,) that the seed, or 
the Word of God, fell by ' the way-side,' upon ' stony pla<}es,' 
and ' among thorns,' as well as into ' good ground.' " 

This able pamphlet was most seasonable and effective. It 
completely silenced the hostile party. Their pamphlet was 
written with great plausibility, and evinced pre-eminent talent. 
It was far from being a weak or scurrilous production. Indeed, 
the greater part of it is admirable; especially the first twelve 
or thirteen pages, in which the nature of the Holy Spirit's 
operations, in convincing and converting sinners, is described. 
This part of the Seoeder pamphlet deserves to be republished, 
as ft tract. Nothing that we have ever read, is better suited 
to warn the Ghuroh against fanatical errors. Being placed in 
the outset of the pamphlet, it is well suited to gain the confi- 
dence of the reader. No one can doubt the piety and deep 
experience of the writers. But all this rendered their attack 
on the revival so much the more mischievons. It reminds us 
of the plausible mauner in which certa.in brethren would begin 
their speeches in the General Assembly, twenty years ago- 
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Tlioy were so pious and meek, and peace-loving, bo earnest in 
deprecating strife and contention, &c., and then tkey would 
pour out the bitterest invectives and sarcaatns, and pelt their 
brethren of the opposite party most unmercifully. But, in 
regard to these Seooder writers, we believe they were sincere 
aad honest, ajid truly pious mea. But they were misled by 
prejudice. They were misinformed. They relied too much, 
as Dr. Ealston told them, on hearsay. The giant amoag 
them was Dr. John Anderson, of King's Creek, a man of 
profouuc! literary and theological attainments, and of eminent 
piety, but 3 perfect rooluse in his habits, as ignorant of tha 
world as a monk, or Goldsmith's parson in the Vicar of 
Wakefield ; and easily misled by others, as to what was going 
on in the world around him. 

Soon after the " Oui-rycomb" was published, Dr. Ralston 
wrote to his countryman and ministerial brother, the Jiev. 
Samnel Porter, and sent him a copy of his pamphlet, asking 
his remarks upon it. He received in due time the following 
highly characteristic and entertaining answer ; 

" Westmoreland, March 24, 1805. 
"Rev'd. Brother: — I received your letter and pamphlet, 
and have taken up my pea to make observations, to which 
nothing could have excited me but the urgency of your request. 
Few clergymen can bear anytbiag but flattery ; audi despise 
ti e want of candor Theiet re ''ilt.nce if generally best. 
\our piece is i g od dei^ultiry ti,feaci, and attaok and looks 
mjre like the fjrtunttL ojeniuf, cf a i,ampaign than thelattle 
wh ch termmates j. war You have with propriety made 
cscuraions into the terntonea of your enemies, ml have 
treated them as thej deseived and with the ve y same kind 
of dehcicy with wbioh thiy have treated the Presbyterians; 
ex ept that y u hwe ^ ven them some fal lal about your 
fr eni h [ to their thui h and h pes of then rcfoimation, 
lou t,hiige youi ant xgoniats with the. trime of a&di^ning par- 
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tioular oawses for the judgmentB of God, aad, although you 
use qualified language, yet you aie, in fact, atroBgly guilty of 
the Bamo practice. It will give you some trouble to defend 
your reasoning from Hebrew 12 : 5. — ' Strengthen the hands 
of Voltaire.' Voltaire ia dead : what figure in rhetoric will 
support the ospresaiou ? Pages 13, 14, you insinuate that it 
ia not atrange for those who have been educated in Amenca, 
or in the backwoods, to be igaoraut of logic and destitute of 
common sense. ' Sucked the breasts of the Universities,' 
is not, to mj recollection, sanctioned by any of the English 
classical authors. Your oritioism on the difference between 
' suffer' and ' experience,' as applied to convulsive spasms, is 
ingenious, but it will probably be thought to belong to the 
wire-drawing system. ' Is the work in question a work of 
the Spirit of God, and can Anderson's theolo^eal pills prevent 
the Almighty Spirit from extending the work V Page 87. 
Your reasoning respecting Peter's hearers is liable to criti- 
cism. I am not certain ' that the work has neither impaired 
the bodies nor the minds of any of the subjects of it, in the 
smallest degree.' Page 48. I do not see how the absurdity 
in question, nor any other absurdity of the Seceders, can 
afford a strong proof that the work is a work of the Spirit of 
God. ' Falling away' is not a very strong evidence of a work 
of the Spirit of God. You may be able to defend what yon 
have advanced respecting a concert of prayer, but I could not. 
It is probable that the eye of criticism will discover, in several 
places, that your assertions are stronger than tho evidence by 
which they are supported. On tho whole, you are able to 
defend the main ground. And you will understand my idea 
of the piece generally, when I inform you that since I read 
it, I have determined that I will not deliver my sermon before 
the Synod, but will take some common-place subject, for the 
reason that I think the Seceders are in good hands, and they 
have got, and will get so much beating, that it would be 
unmanly and cruel for me to fall upon them too. Therefore 
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I stall tranacribo my aermou, make some alterations aud addi- 
tioQs, aud leave it among my papers for the uso of ray ohil- 
drea, wheu I am gone. I am, &c., 

" Sam'l. Pobteb. 
" Mr. Rahton. 

" P. 8. On reading your pamphlet, I committed the above 
observationa to paper, and intended to correct and enlai^e 
them, and send them to you by post- But just as I had 
finished my oatlines, Mr. M'Millan, Jr., came in ; and I 
now Bend them in their original dress. I have read the piece 
a second time, and am more strongly convinced that your 
comment on Heh. 12 : 5, will not stand the test of sound oriti- 
eism. Your criticism on the espressioa ' some ministers,' &c., 
page 32, may possibly be traced to the hair-splitting system. 
' Ye/ instead of ' you,' haa become in a great measure obso- 
lete, with good writers. YourexouraionatoNoblestown, &c., 
5:c., &e., are deservedly severe; but I am afraid that men 
who arc not aequaiated with the treatment we have received 
from the Western Seceders, will think that they were written 
in the old exploded polemic spirit. In a word, jeur pamphlet 
will please the majority of the friends of the work ; and it 
will bring the coldest Seceder under heaven, who reads it, to 
experience warm, lively feelings. You are undoubtedly able 
to fight the Seceders, up and down, crooked or strwght, rough 
or smooth, and with their own weapons, too, 

" S. P." 

Oa the back of the letter is written, " Send me two dozen 
copies of your Spirits of Vitriol." * 



*It will bs saen from (hia letter, tLat Mr. PofMr twice refers to Mr. Rttls- 
fOQ'3 infereaoe from neb. 12: 5, "ThoWordoC God is quick njid ponerful," 
&e. "Not only," says Dr. RalBton, "ia it evidont to me, from thie passngo, 
that Oie Word of God, in tixe hand of the Almighty Spirit acta aomettmsa 
a9 iastuitnueoualy tm the soul as ]m elactrie shock on Qie hod;, but that 
nLen appliud ni(h power, tlie body, or what tho Apostle stylos ' Ibe Joints 

18* 
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Upon a review of the positions takea and the coarse pursued 
by the Seoeders, ia reference to the great Western revival, at 
this distant point of time, we are by no means certwn that, 
after all, thej did not exert a wholesome conservative influ- 
ence during that period. We arc not sure that but for them, 
there was not some real danger, in certain quarters, of the 
friends and subjects of the " falling work," as it was called, 
tunning into fanatical and pernicious excesses. Nor, on the 
other hand, were the Secedera cut off from ait benefit of that 
mighty outpouring of the Spirit. Eor many years past, 
dating back nearly, if not <^uite, to that period, this seottoa 
of the Presbyterian body has been growing into a more evan- 
gelical spirit, has been becoming increasingly active, in the 
various canses of Bible and Tract distribution, of Sunday- 



;e BdUsficB me with respeot to the bodily affectionB 
oat iay, whiob eeem to be a stumbling block to so 
nill, perhaps, cononr with Mr. Fort«r in doubting the 
Mr. Porter's remark that Dr. Ealston had 
ange that those educated in the baokwoads 
19 igQorant of logic imd doatituto of oummon sense," is aJtogather a 
mi'stako. Dr. Eolstou's language ia this i " That those of you who hiiTe 
been educated, in America, or in the hachiroods, whore, an I hiwe been told, 
some of you tay Uioro is little learning to ba found, ospooiallj among the 
PreBbjtoian clergy, should reason in this mannor, would perhaps not be 
strange ; but that two of you, wlio have sucked the breasts of the most 
renowned UniTersitieB of Scotland, and one of you, the father of a whole 
volume, besides several pamphlots, should thus reason, is to me truly aaton- 
ishing." It is plain that Mr. Portar'a criticism is without fonnciation, He 
exoaptaalso to the olaasioal purity of the expression, " sucked the breasts of 
the TJniveraties," fbrgetting ttie language in Isaiah. 80 ; IB ; " Thou shalt 
also suck the "lilk of tho Gentiles, and shall suck the breast of kinga." Wo 
shall no^ however, eiamina nil Mr. Porter's remarks and oriticisms. Aa in 
the foregoing specimens, some of them appear to be sound, and others of 
littlo force. Wa cannot concur with Mr. Porter in Ub remark that Ralston's 
pamphlet "seemed mora liko the fortunate opening of a campaign than the 
battle which terminates the war." Though it was doubtlcEB open, in many 
places, to sHoeeBsfnl assault, yet aa a wholo it was the oloaing battle, as it 
certainly proved in faot^ 
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schools, and of foreign and domestic missions. Their preach- 
ing, always instructive in matter, is, of late years, improving 
in manner. Their sermons, eoaeidered as eshibitione and 
vindications of "the faith onee delivered to the saints," were 
generally superior to those of moat of our ministers, But 
their preachers lacked animation, pathos, and unction. They 
seemed to eschew all natural eloquence. It was certainly 
right for them to cherish an abhorrence and contempt of all 
appearance of playing the orator, or making rhetorical flour- 
ishes in the sacred desk. £u.t &om some unaccountable oaTise, 
they seemed to run to the opposite extreme. We have heard 
many of them making ahle speeches in their judicatories, 
with natural tones of voice, in an e^y, fluent and graceful 
manner. But when they entered the pulpit, they left all this 
behind them, and seemed to think it a sin to preach in the 
same easy, natural way in which they made their speeches. 
But we are satisfied that there is a great improvement, as we 
deem it, in all these respects, of late years. And wo cannot 
but rejoice that this branch of the Presbyterian family, to 
whom the church at large is more indebted for its conserva- 
tive influence than we have ever, perhaps, been willing to 
aelfttowledge, abounds with many of the most eloquent, as 
well as the most sound and orthodox ministers in our Western 

For several yaers, Dr. Ralston pursued the even tenor of 
his course, as a diligent and faithful country pastor. Soon 
after his settlement at Mingo, he became a Trustee of the 
Academy at Canonaburg. His name first appears on the 
records of the Board, April 24th, 1798. When, in 1802, a 
charter for Jefferson College was obtained, his name is found 
in the Act of the Legislature, among the list of Trustees. 
He was chosen President of the Board, April 26th, 1808, and 
re-elected to that office every year for neatij forty yearn ! His 
attendance at the semi-a.nnual meetings of the Board was 
almost constant. Regularly in March and September, he 
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would be found wending his way from liis Lome, through all 
kinds of weather, fourteen miles, to Canonshurg. Over the 
interests of that rising institution he watehed with parental 
solicitude and care. And richly was he rewarded hy its grow- 
ing prosperity and success, and especially by the great num- 
ber of ministers of the Gospel that were conducted through 
their collegiate course, during his long administration as Presi- 
dent of the Board. It may not be out of place, or uninter- 
esting to some, to observe that as President of the Trustees 
he succeeded Judge John M'Dowell, who had been chosen 
April 27tli, 1803, and re-elected four successive years, till big 
age and infirmities compelled him to resign. When, in 1802, 
the Academy was raised to a College, Judge James Edgar 
was cbosen President. It is true Dr. M'Millan was chosen 
the first President of the Trustees of the College ; bat two 
days afterwards, when he was appointed Vice President of 
the College, and Professor of Divinity, his seat as a Trustee 
was necessarily vacated, and Judge Kdgai was appointed 
President in his place, and another person was elected to fill 
the vacancy in the Board. Having already, in " Old Red- 
stone," given some aceount of this very eminent man, we 
will odd nothing further respecting him here. But the first 
President of the old Board of the Academy, whose name 
appears on their records in 1796, was another man, perhapa 
not much inferior to either of those above mentioned — Judge 
Ja/m.es Allison, who, like the others, was also a ruling elder 
in the Church. These three men were all very eminent for 
their piety and great influence in the Church. They wore all 
of Scotch-Irish descent — all emigrated from Eastern Penn- 
sylvania about the same time, and lived to exert a blessed 
influence on the cause of edacation and religion in the West. 
Dr. Ralston might well be gratified by having such a noble 
set of men as his predeeessors in ofBce. 

It is a little out of chronological order to notice here a 
circumstance in the life of Dr. Ealston, which properly 
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belongs to the summer of 1801 or 1802. He took an excur- 
sion to Ohio, and was engaged for some weeks Jn preacliing 
the Gospel, visiting destitute " settlements" and organizing 
cturches. Among tie churchea ho organized were Mount 
Pleasant and Buckskin, not far from Cincinnati, In these 
cliurches, shortly after, began that mighty work of grace, the 
first royiyal of religion west of the Ohio. This was in the 
summer and fall of 1802. These, and several other churehea 
in that region, had applied to the Presbytery of Ohio, at their 
April meeting, in Washington, for supplies : and the Kev, 
Eobert Jobastoo, then but recently licensed, was seat out by 
the Presbytery to supply these churches for two months. 
Whilo he was there, tho revival, which had spread extensively 
during the previous year, through the southern and western 
part of Kentucky, seemed to cross the Ohio, and make ita 
first beginning and gather its first fruits in those church^ 
which Dr. Ralston had previously organized. We may well 
conceive how this circumstance would fill him with rejoicing 
and gratitude ; and perhaps it greatly contributed to deepen 
his interest in that mighty work, which he was, three years 
afterwards, engaged in defending against the assaults of its 
enemies, for the greater part of tho above statement we are 
indebted to the Rev. H. 8. Fullerton, of South Salem, Ohio, 
and to the Rev. Dr. William Wylie. 

Wc pass over a considerable period of Dr. Ralston's life, 
which, though filled up with arduous labor, and with many 
interesting incidents, in his various relations of pastor, pres^ 
byter and trustee, yet soareely possess sufficient importance 
to find a place in our limited biographical sketch. We come 
nest to notice his second debut, as an author, in 1824. A 
few years previous to this time, there appeared in Western 
Pennsylvania and Virginia, a young Scotch-Irishman, Alex- 
ander OampheU, accompanied by his father, fie Rev. Thomaa 
Campbell. Tho elder Campbell had been a preacher before 
he left his native land, and came out from Ireland some time 
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before the aon. He preached ia one tw nt S 11 n 

ctwrohes in Washington County, witk t 1 th ty 

from the Presbytery. And when h b c[ tly ht 

admisaioa into tke Presbytery and w 1 ted !i 1 11 n 
tinned to preacli in some of their nt hui h t th 

serious, though temporary distraction nl f n f tb 
churches. Upon the atriva! of hia n th y b th ght 
ecolesiastioa! connection with the Aaaoeiate Presbytery of 
Ohartiers, and with the Presbytery of Ohio. But failing to 
attain the positioa they sought, they aoon obtained notoriety 
by a now and bold path they made for themselvea, in connec- 
tion with the Baptist church.* It was but a short time, before 
the novelty of their principles, and the revolutionary tendency 
of their discourae, threw them out of fellowship with that 
body. But they drew after them an immense number of follow- 
ers, principally from the Baptist persuaaioB. In leapeet to 
the ordinance of baptism, they were thorough Baptiats, both 
as to the subjects and mode of that Christian nte. But they 
discarded the old dootrinal system of the Baptists, in almost 
every other respect. When they reached this point in their 
career, the younger Campbell became the great leader and 
champion. According to their new creed, to bo i 



« "They first appeared before the Sedatone ABsocialion, in Sapteraber, 1813, 
■with one or two others, as delagatOB from a recently organiaad ciiurch on 
Brush creek, about twenty miles west of Washington; ttskJEgfor themselves 
and the ohnreh which they represented, the fallowship of the AESoeiitioa. 
They had recently been baptiiod on a profession of Iheir fjuth in Gbiiat, by 
Ihe Bey. Matthias Lnoe, pnstor of a Bnpaat ohnrch on Ten-mile creek. 
The Messrs. Campbell, father and eon, had recently come from Ireland, 
whore Ihey had been eoniieotad with the Secession chuiyih, of which the 
fotJier had boon a disHnguished minister. They then miuntaJnod wilit flrm- 
neas and ability llie leading dootrinea of Oifi OalTinislio Bchool, but refnaed 
to acknowledge any ConfesMoc of Faith ; but ni the same time agreod to Bub- 
mit to the moat ri^d oxoniioatioQ of their dodrinal principles (hat the Asso- 
ciation, or mij of its members, might thiui: proper to make A oarefnl 
eiamination ivas made and they woro reooired into the fellowship of the Aaso. 
oiaiion.'*— " Tmo Siacomses," In/ Dr. Estep. 
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was to perform tlie act of faith ; and haptiam, by immeraioiij 
secured the remission of sins. Tliere waa no need of a spe- 
cial agency of the Holy Spirit to regenerate the sinner. The 
doctrine of regeneration, as we, in eommon with orthodox 
Baptists, hold t w s utt ly pud at d hy Alexander Camp- 
bell. These, and a f w oth 1 s mj rtant points, together 
with a furious as ault ] n all d and confessions, made 

up what is now xten ly kn wn by the name of " Camp- 
bellism." Mr Campb 11 J ag ly sought public discus- 
sion, and chall ng d f h 1 1 w Id to furnish a champion. 
The Rev. John W II f th S n church, took up the 

gauntlet and m t M C mpb U Th y discussed the subject 
of baptism for y I d ys Th a d bate Mr. Campbell soon 
after published; giving of course his own version of it, very 
much to his own advantage. He claimed a complete victory. 
He and his friends were active in giving a wide circulation to 
the pamphlet. The adroitness of Mr. Campbell was particu- 
larly displayed in making this debate turn mainly on the 
subject of baptism, ite mode and proper subjects ; aad under 
covert of this pretended triumph, more successfully propa- 
gating his more vital doctrinal errors, and gaining proselytes, 
eBpecJally from the Baptists, to his party. This was, indeed, 
the result, beyond, perhaps, his most sanguine expectations. 
Great pains were taken to throw this pamphlet ovei- the entire 
field of Dr. Ealston's labors. The Doctor found it necessary 
to buckle on bis armor and prepare for, battle. This he did 
in his pulpit. But in this way alone, he knew he could not 
fully reach the evil. He wrote and published in the Presbi/- 
terian Magazine, a series of letters, reviewing the debate. 
These letters he soon after published in a pamphlet of 300 
pages. He had carefully revised and enlarged the letters, 
and added two more, addressed to Mr. Walker. The work 
is entitled "A Eevicw of a Debate on Christian Baptism, 
between Mr. John Walker, a mioister of the Secession, and 
Mr. Alexander Campbell, a Baptist minister, published by 
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Mr. Campbell — in a series of letters addressed and dedicated 
to the united oongregations of Mingo creek and Williamsport : 
by tteir affectionate pastor, Samuel Ralston. To which is 
now added a reply to objections made by both Mr, Campbell 
and Mr. Walter." This little book was published in Wash- 
ington, 1825. It ja certainly a masterly performance. It 
carries us over the entire field usually occupied by the Baptist 
controversy. The reader will find every argument of essen- 
tial importance fully and fairly brought forward, on both 
sides of the subject. It is a valuable storehouse, an excellent 
arsenalj where any one wto may have occasion, will find all 
he wants, in discussing the subject of baptism. There is, 
however, one feature of this valuable work, which not a little 
mars it, in our estimation. He contends that the Ahrahamio 
covenant, recorded in the 17th chapter of Genesis, is a mere 
ecclcsiastioal covenant — that as circumcision was its seal 
under the former dispensation, so baptism is now the seal 
merely of the external, visible church — that a profession of 
saving faith is not necessary to admission, through the ordi- 
nance of baptism; in other words, that an historical faith, a 
moral life, and professed subjection to the discipline of the 
church, are sufficient to entitle any one to admiasiou into the 
visible church by baptism, and to bring with them also, of 
course, their children. Yet he would not, on these terms, 
receive them to the ordinance of the Lord's Supper. In order 
to admission to this seal of the covenant, satisfactory evidence 
of evangelical repentance and saving faith, should be required. 
In this way he would distinguish, in regard to the two ordi- 
nances of the G-ospel. His views of the true construction of 
the commission " to disciple all nations," are of course modi- 
fied by his positions, as to the qualifications requisite to admis- 
sion, by baptism, into the visible church. H b 1 d that 
not only infants, but others who are willing to pi them 
selves under the culture of the chiirch, are, bv ' 1 * "D t h n 
out of the visible kingdom of Satan, in wh h II a e bo n 
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as tho children of » degenerate parent, and planted in the 
vineyard, or church of &od, iha usual hirili-plaee of the chU- 
drert of grace; and become entitled, by the divine promise, 
to what Christ calls, "digging about and dunging," or such 
instruction, by the Word and Spirit, through the instrumen- 
tality of their parente, and of the church, as is oaloulated to 
malte them " trees of righteousness, the planting of the Lord, 
that ho might be glorified," Through various portions of 
the work. Dr. Ealston maintains, with great ingenuity and 
force of argument, his peculiar views. He endeavors also to 
meet every objeclioE, He ia very far from defending any 
lax or latitudinarian system, as to the discipline of the church, 
or as to admi^ion to the Lord's Table. He ia no advocate 
for any mincing or softening down of the terms of the gospel, 
or the humbling truths of man's total depravity, and entire 
dependence on the sovereign grace of God, for a new heart 
and a right spirit. Yet we think he entirely breaks down, 
when he attempts to show a distinction between the condi- 
tions of the two seals of the covenant ; or rather, to show 
that one is a seal of on ecclesiastical covenant, and the other 
the seal of the covenant of grace. And when he attempts 
to explain away the oases of Lydia, of the Jailor, and of the 
Eunuch, in every one of which it seems to us clear, that not 
a mere speculative or historical faith, but a true, saving faith 
was professed, we think there is what Mr. Porter calls much 
" wire -drawing," It is not our purpose, however, to discuss 
this subject. We must admit that Dr. Ealaton has put forth 
the strongth of a mighty mind in maintaining his grouad. 
And we would advise any one who may ever meet with this 
work, to read over Turretine's " De foadere gratite," especially 
his "Locus duodecimuB," before he decides the question, 
which Dr. Ralston so ably discusses, 

The progress of " Campbollism" in Western Pennsylvania, 
we have no doubt, was greatly checked by Dr. Ealston's 
work. That bold, eloquent, talented, but unscrupulous here- 
19 
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eiaroli, was shown up in his true colors, and hia influence was 
crippled. Except in a few boalitiea, whore there was little 
opportunity to enlighten the people, his erroneous tenets 
gathered but few disciples. And so matters remain to this 
day. So far as we have been able to learn, that form of error 
is on the decline in Western Pcnnajlvania, and evangelical 
Christianity should honor the memory of Dr. Ealston.* 

In 1842, Dr. Ealston published " A brief explication of 
the principal Prophecies of Daniel and J'oiin, an they regard 
the Chnroh of God j" to which was added " An Appcadis, 
containing an inquiry into the propriety of using an Eyangel- 
ical Psalmody, in the worship of God." Of this work, though 
we have read it with great satisfaction, we prefer to let Dr. 
Magill speak : •'' Here, at the age of eighty-six, when retired 
from pastoral life to a quietude and seclusion from the world, 
which would have relaxed to second childhood many another 
man of sixty years, we have a display of power to observe, and 
generalize, and investigate profoundly, which very few, in the 
vigor of their prime can ever atta,in. Volumes of useful 
information are compressed in a duodecimo, of some one hun- 
dred and eighty pages. Faber, Newton, Groly, Scott, Keith, 
&o., dissected with a master's hand ; their ments indicated, 
and their defects ascertained, with a brevity and fidelity which 
compel our admiration. Indeed, the student of philosophy 
can scarcely find a better history of criticism on this great 

*Dr. Magill, in tis teantiful oTjituory of Dr. Rnlston, sponMng ot tliiB 
work on baptism, aajs: "When Campbollism begun to agitate tlie ooimtry, 
and tJie fonndor of tho Boct was glorjing in liis viotory over Walker and 
ofhera, whom iie sncouDtered io oral debata, Dr. Ralston published a book 
on bapMam, oompriaing a review of the debate with Mr. WalSer, and letters 
in reply to an attack of Mr. Campbell on this Review. This little work is 
one of remailfahle force and erndition. Ho subsequent debate with Camp- 
bell, howeror tiinmphant and deservedly popular, has evinoed greater skill 
or flogenc J in exposing his protflan sophifltjy. Whatever diversity of opinien 
may exist among na respecting aomo poaitiona taken by tho author, all must 
ooiioeiie that in originality and power, thia book ia one of aurpassing merit" 
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subject, with any volume of moderate size. And as a key of 
interpretation, it is precisely sach as was inevitable to a gigan- 
tic mind laboring without a library. Connected with this 
publication, and bound up iu the same volume, ia a pungent 
examination of a Mr. Eeid'a book, entitled " The Seven Last 
Plagues." The sixth vial of this book is poured out on all 
Chriatendom, eseopting the sect to which the author belongs, 
with apecial aim to overwhelm tho churches in which Christ 
is sung expressly, as having already come in the person of 
Jesua of Naaaroth. His strictnrea on Mr. E«id brought Dr. 
Italston into the Psalmody controversy, and occasioned the 
next and last publication from his pen, " A Defence of 
Evangelical Psalmody." Manly discussion, inflexible deter- 
mination to keep his antagonist to the true point at iasue, 
and a cahn dignity of manner, which no misrepresentation 
or abuse could disturb, eminently oharacteriae this last effort 
of his life to be useful through the press. It was made in 
the eighty-eighth year of his life. The whole history of 
modern polemics cannot prodaoe a parallel instance, perhaps, 
of such freah activity, quick perception, spirited reply, and 
powerful concentration, beyond the limits of four-score years. 
We iieattily unite in this testimony. Though there are por- 
tions of this work that we think Dr. Ralston would not have 
written in the full vigor of his intellectual powers, there are 
other parts that we regard as admirable. Nothing that has 
been written, on this rather unprofitable controversy, is more 
to the point, in our judgment, than Dr. Kalston's " No. V., 
containing Scriptural precedents for an Evangelical Psalmody." 
The part of the volume which we regard as least interest- 
ing, and most assailable, is what he says about " Human 
Inventions," and " Human Composure." The writer, we 
think, ia beti'ayed into a species of logomachy, of little 
importance to the iaaue of the caae. 

This last work of Dr. Ralston was well received and exten- 
sively circulated. It was perhaps more generally read than 



i..,Goo^lf 



220 HISTORY OF JEPrBaSON OOI.I.EGE. 

any thing which he had previoualy written. But his pilgrim- 
age on earth was drawing to a close. He had, in 1S36, given 
np the charge of Williamsport church ; a few years after he 
resj-gned also that of Mingo, In his quiet residence on his 
farm, he waited with patience the coming of his master. He 
continued till near his last days to attend the services of G-od'a 
house — ^though increasing deafness must have greatly dimin- 
ished hia enjoyment in the sanctuary. He generally attended 
the Preshyterial and Synodieal meetings of. his brethren. 
But he had witnessed the successive departure from this life 
of all hia first fellow-laborers in the gcspel ministry. In 
1832, he had been called to preach a discourse at Chartiers, 
in reference to the death of Dr. M'Millan, his earliest and 
most intimate Western friend.* But hia own sojourn was 
protracted far beyond the usual limit of human life. For not 
till September 25, 1851, did he receive hia dismisaion. Then, 
in the bosom of his family, in great quietness and peace, he 
gently sunk into the arms of death, and fell asleep in Jesus. 
"We cannot better close this memoir, than by giving the 
concluding pai-t of Dr. Magill's obituary notice of this aged 
servant of God : " It was a matter of regret to thia vene- 
rable father, as he once said to the writer, with manifest emo- 
tion, that nearly all his writings were controversial; that he 
had been a man of war from his youth. It had been his duty. 
It was not his natural disposition : his temper was peculiarly 
bland, and genial and courteoua. As a remarkable illustrsr 
tion of his pacific turn, as well as honorable and delicate sen- 
sibility, his successors in the pastoral charge always loved 
him, more than feared; and always found him scrupulously 



*Ho ono oau road Oiat disconrSB nithont fsaling a deeper eentiment of 
veiioration and respect, for the otariuiter of Dr. M'MillBD. It will also, 
perhaps, exalt the talents aai piety of Dr. Eakton mora than anything he 
haa erer wrLLfen, whUa it oannot fi^ to throw a new interest npon tie pHat 
ana future of Jeffei'son Collogo. It doseiTOS to bo read "twice Uirongh 
without stopping." — J, S. 
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careful ti lijld iip then liaadsj aad strenj;tln,n them la the 
rfctpect aa 1 afi'cction'i of their people It 13 rathpi j, s id com 
mentiry dh the frailtiei of retiring ministers, tliat we must 
huld up this trait ot Di Eahton ai anywi-^e remarkablo and 
smgular It la true, we hare other hcautiful illustrations of 
such magaiaimity imong us , hut it is to he lamented greatly 
thit some men contrive, without exaitly designing it, to 
emhif il the pcojle they can no longci feed, and tike a per 
verse cdie that no one suiceed to the confidtntf, and love m 
■R hick they were once embosomed This noble patnaichm 
OUT Zion lived only to cheei and bless the young brethren 
who fillowe 1 him, in one branch of his chaise, twenty jeara, 
aad in the other fitteen jeaz'', ifter his rctiiement 'Ha 
Ijvel peace/ writes the paitoi of Mmgo Churcli, where Dr 
1' listen ( ntinued to reside and worship, ' aad the business 
ot peice making was his grc it delight * And all hib mfiu 
cnce wnt ti cstabbbh the pistor in the affecfifn" of the peo- 
ple There wis much that was truly gcneieus ind kind 
in the eJements ot hi^i soul Hia friendship was aident and 
c instant ' Asa preacher, he was eminently dilactic anddis- 
tnctive, cleii copious and pmfoand in the exposition and 
dctence of sivmg truth And yet, like every man of truly 
{.ift-ed mind, he was full of stiong emotion , which led him 
tj earnest aad ationg appeals of a practi al kind Perhaps 
his manner of titatmg subjects liaJ too much jf a contro 
viTMil air but with him thnre was ni bitttrnes'. of spirit 
He was the very opposite of that modern picture of Chnstian 



*W]i6ii asked ones in Preabjlerj for bis seeeion-booli, to raplied, "We 
have had notbiog to record." "Do joa never ha™ any judicial proceed- 
ings?" woa Rsliad. "We never had but one case, and tliat jnany years 
ngo; and I waa determijied tlien that we would n^er liava anolhar. We 
get Bueh. nuittera settled withoBt a judioiol prooeaa !" And jet he did not 
neglect discipline- — J. S- 

19* 
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love which hates nothing so much as honeatj and earneat- 
nesa, in maintaining one's own conyiction of truth and daty. 
What he stontly claimed for himself, ho heartily granted to 
others. He was therefore truly catholic in his feelings, and 
utterly remote from bigotry and rancor. He loved with hroad 
and deep affection all that differed from him; just in pro- 
portion to the enlightened zeal with which he vindicated the 
distinctive tenets of his own profession. As an ecclesiastic, 
he was ever distinguisiied for punctuality and faithfulness 
in attending church courts. Always attentive and interested 
in the business of a judicatory, he acquired such a ready 
apprehension of matters usually transacted there, that even 
when he coaaed to hear the ordinary tones of speech oa the 
floor, he could discern what many others who had ears to hear, 
failed to perceive ; and mingle the espressiona of his own 
opinion with a pertinence which often excited the wonder of 
hisjuniors. Indeed, until he was over ninety years old, and 
his infirmities absolutely hindered him from travel, he was 
among the most regular, useful members of the Presbytery 
and the Synod. He possessed pre-eminently that triple ele- 
ment of Christian courage, which the Apostle describes as 
' the spirit of power and of love and of a sound mind.' Ar- 
dent as were his feelings, constitutionally, and ready as they 
were to be zealously affected in every good thing, (as ia the 
great revival, where bodily affections wei'e strangely intermia- 
glcd,) he was exceedingly discreet and sober, and well bal- 
anced in his estimation of a popular rage or fanatical escite- 
ment. Long before the General Assembly was brought to 
reboke the technical Abolitionism of the day, and before the 
Princeton Review, or any other conservative journal, spote 
out on the subject, Dr. Ralston was well known to inculcate 
the very same principles of scriptural truth and practical wis- 
dom that now govern, with almost universal consent, our 
favored Church on the agitated subject of slavery. Eesem- 
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bling these solid attributes of his underataniiing, was the type 
of his personal piety. It was remarkably free from irregular 
impulse and distressing variation. Tender and humble, and 
self-abasing, it was yet almost uniformly serene and cheerful. 
Few men exhibited a more delicate and lively appreciation of 
God's favor, in the smallest mercies of hia Providence or 
grace. Gratitude, then, fiducial gratitude, which will, under 
any oiroumataaces, ' thank God and take courage,' which so 
beautifully diatinguiahed the piety of David, and with which 
be ever imbues even the saddest song — ' Beoaiise thou hast 
been my help, therefore in the shadow of thy wings will I 
rejoice' — was the prevsuling characteristic of Dr. Balaton's 
personal piety. Upon this beautiful adorninent of a oalm 
and thankful spirit, he wore the gem of consistency, which 
no man could ever impeach. Temptation to swerve was 
not only repelled by the dignity of his peculiar eharaeter, but 
far more was vanquished by a conaoientiouaneas, which a fitful 
and variable experience of personal religion lamentably wants. 
His powerful mind, active, unclouded and strong, fill the 
very last, grappled with the last enemy, death, as it had been 
wont to do with sin and error, for almost a century of time. 
He was cheerful and happy in tho prospect, girded and roused, 
yet tranquil, and even sublime, in the near approach. On the 
day of his death, ho looked out once more on the visible mili- 
tant Church, that he had loved so much, and watched with so 
great solicitude — reading with fresh interest a late number of 
the Presbyterian. Then as the struggle came on, he calmly 
felt bis own pulse, found it sinking away, and exclaimed, 
without faltering oi agitation : ' I am ready ; I am a sinner 
saved by grace. Tell my brethren — tell the congregation 
that I die in the faith I have so long preached. I die relying 
upon the meritorious righteousness of the Lord Jesus Chriat: 
What a blessing to have such a rock 1' " 

The congregation of Mingo and Monongahcla City erected 
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a beautiful marble monument over his grave, in tlie Mingc 
creek burying ground, witli the following inscription : 

EEV. SAMUEL RALSTON, D. D., 



s educnte'l in Ihe tJniversitj of Glasgow, Scotlnnd. 

Emigrated tu the United Statea, A. D. 1794. 

ator of tlio Un ted Con^egatons of Mng Creek and 

Monongaliela City, 1 9h On tins field ha ow d tlie g oi seed 

of the word, fc nen ly lialf & centojy D fl ngu iied as 

3 soiiolar, a prof ua 1 eipomtor of sac 1 tn tli a, 

fMtlifiil wat liman on tie walla oP Z oc an 1 a 

devoted as vant f God he was nt mately den 

tified w th the ad an en ent of 1 te ntoro 

religion nud religious liberty, in 

iMs Westera coimtry. 

" The righteona sbull be in Bverlaating remembmnce." 

TIio following discourse, delivered on tlie deatli of Dr. 
M'Millan, contains so much that is worthy to be read, that 
we cannot doubt its insertion bore will be acceptable to many 
readers : 

A EUHSBAL SERMON 

0.1 Ihe ocmsiu« u/ the death of tie Sev. Joht M'MiUaw, S. B., late of 
OiarWere. By Sam/ad, StdOoa. 

These words Bra tlie strong and fonid eioiamalion of tho prophet Eliaha, 
whan he saw his spii'itual father nnd beloved master naeonding to hoa.ten in 
a chntiot of file. To onderstond the fnll import and feel the force of these 
words, it will be neoessary to reoolieet that, in those days, the principal 
e^ength of a nation for defending themBolves, and repelling their enemies, 
consisted in their chariota of war, and cavalry or horsemen. Fi-on: tho days 
of Abrahnin to tho coming of Christ, tho visible church, tho uanol birthplaoo 
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^f tfae children of grnca, mus conStied Id tbe descoudanta of that paliioicb, 
in the line of Isnao aiiilJaeob; who, on nceountof his preFoleaoj with Sod, 
bj prajor, was anmamad IsraeL In thB dajsof Elijah, trne religion, which 
consists in the knowledge and sincere wra-ship of Jeborah, the tine and the 
living Sod, had axperienood s woeful dealine in the Jowieh nation, especially 
in that portion of it ocniprshonding the kingdom of Israel. We are told in 
llie 19th chapter of tlie Ist Book of Kings, ihat in all that kingdom there 
were only seven thousand men, with the prophot Elijah, who had not bowed 
the knee to Baal, one of the idol gods of the ennounding idolattoua natJona. 
Blisha was donbtlesa aoqnointed with this woeful degeneraoj' { and it was 
(Joiibtlaas fhig oircumstance, with other monrnfuE conaideralions hereafter to 
be mentioned, that constrained him lo eMlnim, whan hia beloved master waa 
removed fl-om liim, "My father, my fatLor, the cliariot of Israel, and the 
horaomon thevBof;" It was as it he had smA, "what will become of the 
oliurch of the ttae and living God, when Uion, my father, the unbending 
advocate of the truth and of true leligion, the honest preaohei' of ligbteous- 
noES, wid the undaunted reprover of error and immorality, even in kings, 
art taken from na. May wo not cspeot still more degenerate doya, unleaa 
Jehovah wiD, in mevejj raise up another, or others, who will vindicate the 
trath, and endeavor to put a atop to pravniling error and irrehgion f " And 
tho King and Head of the ohnrch did BO, in the person of the rooximing and 
almost distracted Sliaha himself : he received a double portiou of his maa- 
toi^a spirit The dootriiio evidently deduoible fram this affeoUng incident ia, 
tbat tbe dealJi of good men, though to them unspeakable gain, is a most 
soricua public loss, to both Churoh and Stote, hut eapeeially to the ohnroh ; 
and ought io be deplored and improved by survivors, by being followers of 
Ibem, wherein they followed Christ. "Be not sloBifol," SEuth the Apostle, 
" but foUowera of them, who, through faitb and patjonco, inherit Ike prom- 
ises.*' Our design, then, on the present occa^on, is to show in what respects 
the death of good men is a public loss, especially to the church ; with a ape- 
cial referonce to the loss which we bavB eiperienoed in tie death of onr 
father and friend, tJie late Dr. John M'Millan, whose decease we ai-e assem- 
bled this day to deplore. 

lat. All good men are lovers of the truth, especially of tbe truth as it is 
in Jesua. Thay love it not only for its own sake, but beoauae they know 
tbat it b by the truth, and by the trotb only, that man, immersed by ain in 
thick morn] darkness, and the slave of vice, can be led to see his danger, 
and te feel his deep moral maladies, and be persaaded to accept of that rem- 
edy whiob God has provided in his Son, as a Redeemer fram wrath and 
from sin, and who is able and >rilltng to redeem all wlio will go nnto him. 
Tos, it is by the moumfal and Scriptmal truth, Ihat man is now a guilty, 
morally deflled, and morally helpless creature, tbat he nan be convinced of 
his danger, and oonstralned to inciuiro, " what he ahull do to bo saved." It 
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fs also by the grncions and glodouB truth, that Sod so loved the irorld, guilty 
and rebellious nud meked as it is, thut he gare bis only-begotten Sod, thtit 
BhosoBTBr bolioTath on him, should not povish, but haTO eTBrlastiug life — 
that the awakened sioo«r la preserved tr^m sinking into dBspair, and from 
rushing against the bosses of Jehovah's buckler, and io oiy, " lord, save 
me, X perish;" and who never suffered any to perish nho have cried to him 
for salvation ft'om wrath nud from siD. And it is by the iiuth that there ia 
on ttll-sufiiGienc; of grace in Christy that the hnmbla and honest believer is 
anpporfod and sanofified. " Sanctify them througli thy truth : thy word Is 
truth," is ens of the last and grooiouB prayera Hiat Christ offered up to his 
Heavenly Father in behalf of his church and people. Heed I tell a ^gle 
individual present how distingaiabed our father and friend, whose decease 
we ore met to deplore, was hi teaching and preoohing these radical truths 
and (undBmerital doctrines of the religion of Jesns. Many of you remem- 
ber how yon fall, perhaps trembled, when that man of God, for the pnijiose 
of awakening yon to a sense of your danger, and showing you your nued 
of the Saviour, portrayed in his own peculiarly strong but scriptural terms, 
the indignation and wrath, tribulation and anguish, that await all who live 
and die without an interest hi Hiat blood that woe shed for the remission of 
sins. As just now ol>Eerved, tiiis is a radical principle in tlie Christian sys- 
tem, and should be on indispensable element in every sennon ; and in 
preaching i^ our deported father and IHend eieoeded all men we have ever 
met wiHi or heard preach. What avails it Oiat a preacher unfolds to his 
audience in the clearest manner the character and offices of the Saviour 
whom God has provided, if at the same time he neglect*, or but tidntly pomts 
out tlie wretchednBSS and danger of the wioked, or of the thoughtless and 
anbeiicving ? They ore not morally sick, but whole, in their own estimaUon. 
Tlierefore all (hat can be told them of the wisdom and grace of the plan of 
redemption, through Christ, is in the natme of things confined to the intellect, 
but can never pierce the conscience, nor affect tiio heart. Not so, however, 
was it with the lats pastor of this congregation. Knowing the teiTors of the 
Lord, and knowing also that Christ came into the world, not to coll the 
righteous, or those who pruppose they are righteous, but sinners, or those wiio 
feel they ore sinners, to repentance, he spent his strength and life endoavoi^ 
ing to coavinoe them that they were moi-^lj wretched and poor, aad misera- 
ble, and blind and naked ; for the purpose of peiauading them to go to 
Christ "for gold tried in the fire, that they might be enriched ; for white 
raiment, that they might be oloHied, and that the shame of Uioir nakedness 
might not appear ; and to anoint theh^ eyes with eye salve of his grace, that 
they might see" — see at the some time their inveterate disease and gracious 
remedy. He did not tell you, us, alas I some preachers within even the pale 
of the Presbyteviaa ohurcli tell their hearers, that conversion is an easy 
work; as easy as to rise from their seals and walk out of their pews, !ind 
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ttat thsy had sufficient abiliij bo to do ; lint is told yon, from the word of 
God, tJiat you wai^e without atieugth — tliat your ability and strength to tnra 
from Bin to holinoaa, was to be (oaod in Christ, and Christ alone, ttrough 
the agency of his Holy Spuit, glyen lo all who honestly iisk that gift m his 
name, nr for hi: sajie — that to obtain this atrength you should iMy unto him; 
and that nhDa yon were crying, you should ondeaTor to cast yoaraolses npon 
him, who is made of God, to all who do so, "wiBdom and rightaouanaes and 
aanctifieatjon and redomption." He never told you, aa aome falaely charge 
those who hold that aalration is altogether of grace, as felling thok hearers 
to wait God'B own time to conrort you; and if he converted you, well and 
good, and if not, yon were not to hlame ; hut ho impreaaed upon yon in the 
strongest manner, tiie obligation you wero under to believe thatracord which 
God has given in his precious Word, reapaoting hia Son, that ia him, and in 
him alone, there ia life; and exiiotted you while you aotnowloiiged and 
biraailed your deep moral imbecilily to ooncoive even a good thonght to 
plead bis precioua promisoa, " to tako away the hejat of stone and to give 
yon an heart of flesh," or ao humble, tender and believing heart to put hia 
Spirit wifhhi yon, and to cause you, " to walk in his statales and keep hia 
judgments and do them." And whoa jott had ground to hope, that God had 
gTOoioitEl}' heard yout cry, you romember well, wo trael, that in exhortiug 
you to work out your salvation with fear and tramblmg, he told you that it 
is Sod who works in hia children to will and to do of his good plaasura ; 
and dh'eetcd you at the same time to look unto and to depend on his all-, 
aufficieut graco. 

Aud here let me fiirther call up to your romemhraBoe the glowing fervor 
ivitfi which he held up to your viaw the blaaaod Jesus, 83 tlie only city of 
refnge, where the sword of infleiiblo justice can neither reach nor punish. 
Do not many of you ramombar how your hearts bnmed within you, when 
he exhibited him in all hia tranacendent loveliueaa, as God-man-Mediator, 
the Brightness of the Father's gloiy, and the espresa image of hia person, 
and in whom all the lullneaa of the Godhead substanaally dwells ? And 
when ho depicted the iove of Jesus in dying, the just for the unjust, and 
rpooivhig the sword of inflexible justice into his own spotless bosom, to pre- 
vent its beiug ahealhed in your gnilty hearfs, did not your trembling, 
and, at the same time, exulting soula, exolium with the Apostle, " It Is a 
faithful saying, or a saying worthy of all credit, and worthy of all accepta- 
tion, that Christ came into the world lo save sinners, even the ohiefest of 
tham!" And have you not felt a willingness to he saved by this Jesus; to 
be washed in his blood from all your gtiilt, to be clothod upon with the apot- 
losB robe of hia righteousness, to be sanotifled by bis Spirit, to be governed 
by his Word, and to be gnidad by his wisdom ? With the Apostle Panl, this 
" Christ and him crucified" was tha constant, and to himself, the delighlilil 
theme of all our departed father'a roiniatrationa ; becauae he knew, from hia 
own experience, and we trust that a omnber of you know fh>m your expe- 
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-.0 the sohation of 

eiimerB. How jejuQe and empty anA profitloaa are tha fLbatmse speoDlndonB 
imd metsphysioal disquisitions of many of our pnblialiod sermons iu tho 
prsaent day, whsn ooinpared ifith this apostolioal thoma, Yfliich ran and 
shone like a golden thread, in all the pulpit exbibitjons of our departed 
lather and friend, as all who have ever heard him can testify. The one iS 
what the Apostle calls " philosophy falsely so called :" the otlier is tLe trne 
philosophj' sent ijown from Heaven, recorded in God's o^m book, and emho- 
died in this heavenly theme, for the purpose of savmg perishing sinnera. 
The- one is called by the Apostle Jamas, '^ the nisdom that is earthly, sensual, 
and dayilish;" or of human inTOntion; caloalnted to please the blindod 
mind and depraved heart of man ; and the invention of the father of iisB 
nod of error. But the other came down "ftom above," luid "is pure, paooe- 
able, gentle, easy to be entreated, full of mercios and good fi-uits, without 
partiality and without hypocrisy." And yet it was not merely to instinot 
the ignorant in tlie Imowledge of the plan of redemption, through a crucified 
Christ, that he dwelt so mueh and so ofteu on this, ia him, dalightfid theme. 
He had another b^blj important object in view, to bring it to operate with 
its designed power and sanoiJfjiHg influBncs on tho heart. Hb fenew he 
tanght that mBU wO! at the same time a gnillj and morally defiled creature, 
aud that "without holiaess no man can see the Lord." And he ibiew that 
nothing but the doetrinea of the cvoBS are in themselves calonlated, and by 
Sod Messed, to subdue the proud heart of mnu to the obedience of MOi, 
and to produce that repantaaoe nnto life, not to be repented o£ Hence, 
then, as you can all tesHiy, he inouloatod, more or less, in every sermon, the 
indispensable nooessity of oxpeiimentid religion ; er, 03 Christ expressed it, 
in his oonfereneo with Hicodemas, that unless a man is boni ogain, or from, 
above, he cannot see, he cannot enter the liingdom of glory hereafter. And 
in this, as wall as for awatieuing the careless, thoughtless sinner to a sense 
of his danger, hia Bermons equaled, if not eioeeded any I have over read oc 
heard on these subjeots. You all remember hoiv particular, close, desi', 
pungent and various were the queslions for self-examination whiolt he pressed 
upon yon in every ^rmon on this highly important point. And here I would 
remark what I tMnlt many of yon must have remarked, that scarcely a head 
of his discourses was dismissed without a pai'tioular application of the doo- 
triije eontitined in that head to the hearts and consciences of his hearers. 
In this lie bad a peculiar talent and happy fnoilJty — that while the under- 
standing of tha hearer was admiring the wisdom, the mercy and the grace 
of God, in devising and eseouting the plan of redeinpyon Hirongh a cinoi- 
fied Christ, he was constrained to ask himself, " em I in Christ and inter- 
ested in this grainous and glorious plan ? er am I yet in my sins ; in tho gtJl 
of bitterneBfl and in the bonds of iniquity?" Under the divine blessing this, 
to myself has, in a great measure, aeooimted for his great success in winning 
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■ liu requires 
r -will blesB. 

Ani jet there is anothec and Teiy impoctnjlt part oE jnjjiistsiial duty ; in 
tb,e diaoliBj-^ of vlnioh I hnvo often admired tha tact and talent of our 
dopacWd father and ftiend, ea niuoh aa in these wMih I have mentioned. 
This, in theological langonge, is iormed caewielry ; and conaBta in pointing 
nul tlie spsoiSo diEeTODce between real and counterfeit graces, if graces the 
lattei' may be called, and also in pouring the balm of divine <iom!olatioD into 
the perploMd and diatroesad hoorl. Bxperimon tally acquiuntod himeelf 
with the derioea of Satan, and with the inflaenoe which remaining corrop- 
tioD, iu the hearts of God's people, has, in weiikenlng their faifli, lessening 
thou- love, and repressing their hope, ho unraveled with a skillful hand all 
the anarea and strntagams of the wicked one ; held out m aueh captivating 
colurs the many precious promiaea of needed grace, to all Ohiisf a IiBmbla 
but fainang followera, aa diapolled thek doubts, Btjongthened their faith, 
expanded their love, and reanimated their hope, and disposed Ihem to forgot 
the things that are behind, to reach forth to those that ore before, and in 
borrowed strength to press fonyard toward tlio mark for the priae of the high 
Milling of God in Christ Jeeus, the Jjord. IFi-aqueniiy havo I observed, under 
his preaching, manj of the children of God hanging their heads like a, bul- 
rush ; and if they lifted up thedr &ees, they were oovored with olouda and 
montol diatresa ; but no sooner did he address himself to thia dol^htful part 
of hia public miniatrationa— no, sooner did \ti begin to eihibit the grac« of 
Christ in its exuberaut'riohes, unbounded fuUnOBB, and imlimited freenesa, 
tiian the ocoumnlated clouds began to scatter before the rays of the sun of 
righteonsnoas arising upon them with beaUng in his wings ; and I thought I 
saw the resolution of Panl, when in similar cicenmstonoea, written on their 
eountenancEs i "I wiU gloij in my infirmitioB, tliat (ho power of Christ may 
rest upon me." Saok waa our departed father, 08 a man of God and minis- 
lijv of Cliriet, in handling the word of God, for doctrine, for reproof, for cor- 
rection, and instraoyon in tighteonsness. And now, when we consider his 
jioundneas in the faith, and weU-earued inflaence in thia part of our Western 
Ismel, on the church, when we consider that the enemy of truth and of 
righteousness is pouring a flood of error into our church, with a, new set of 
meana of grace, or " measures," as they call them, snited to these errors ; 
and although we have reason to bless God that there are more than seven 
thousand men who have not bowed the knee to Baal, or adopted those errors 
with their corresponding measures, yet when we consider how great the loss 
of aueh a man is at such a period, have we not oonraderahle reason to 
bewail it in the language of oar teat, and aay, " Our father, our father, tlie 
chariot of Israel, and tie horsemen thereof?" 

2d. There is another point of light in which oor departed father should 
be viewed, both to do full justice to hia character, and that it may he profits 

20 
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able for our imitatioD. All good men, ns good mon,nroiieo&sscril7 possessed 
of ft spirit of pliilanUiropj, or a doaire to do good nnto others. And whera 
Hiaj hiiTo bean blessed -with, a liberal education, there is nothing whioli they 
de^e more than to commnnicftto its advantages to others. Thejlmow nell 
that flivil liberty, although obtaJned at a large expense of treasure and of 
blood, as was our mm, cnn noTBrbo stable, norpBrpetuatod.bntbythe diffn- 
sion of asefnl inonledge among the people. Henoe, then, they have ever 
been the supporterB of sohoola and collages, while domagoguos and diaor- 
ganixers discourage them, na far as the; con do so, ni& safety to their ovn 
interests. Good men also know that as knonlodge is isdispcnEablynooessaiy 
for thr health and prosperity of the State, it is BtHl more an for Qie heal& 
and welfare of the Chnroh ; while llteratore is oriad down by errorists caii 
hereUos, that have, in every age, marred tbe beauty of the danghtar of Zion. 
Now there are names enrolled in the different Encyclopedias, as bene&ietora 
of mankind, and patrons of usefnl arts and sdoncos, who. In their sphere, 
have not done as much for the support of useful literature as onr lamented 
father has done. When ho first came to Ihia oouutry, it was an awful moral 
waste. The country was filling up rapidly, and the settlements eateni^g 
on every ade. But himself and two others eseepted, there were none to 
preach the ereriasUng gospel to them— the only means of salvation, and the 
only effectual barrier against the prevalenoy of vice and immorality. Well 
knowing that an ignorant ministry is as apt to do as much evil as good : "for 
if the blind lead the blind they must both fall injo the diteh"~ho did all 
that could be done. He boilt ft small log house near bia own ; and as few 
men were better jndgcs of others than he was, he there eollected such men 
OS Porter, Marquis, and M'Cready, whom some of jou fenew ; and gratui- 
tously instructed them so os to he uaefnl in the ministiy. And few were 
more useful in their day. And (bat little log academy was tbe germ of all 
the Aoademioa and Colleges that adorn and IVuc^y oiu' country at present 
mOx tbe streams of scienae and useful literature. When the inci-easing 
demands of the church required an enlargement of this useful little academy, 
it was tranafcrrod to Cftnousbui^, Ihenayaungandrisingvillage.* Through 
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ihe influence of n r lamentea father n house was etectoi auitabla to tha 
existing denuuids, teorhers proT ded, iimong whom Ttas ttie lata amiable, 
modest, scientiB p e is -md lamented Professor Millar, and a charter of 
inoecporation abtoii ed f oia the Le^pstatura of the Stote. I bod then tha 
honor of beoomi j, eounocted v tJi it la a Trustee; and well do I remember 
the flifficultieB with which we had to sti'Dggle tu keeping it in eperaUon. 
The greateat number of itndante were pious but not wealthy yoaug men, 
and consequonQy unable to oontribute that romuBorfttion for their tuition 
that was necessary for tha support of the pvofeasors. And here I should not 
omit to mention what may not be lmo\™ to many Ijere, or to tha public at 
large, but is Miown to myself, and some wtio bear me, that our lamented 
father, whose liberality and philanthropy linow no bounds, when tha inlei- 
esta of literature and of Iho ehuroh were oonoerned, for many years gave 
ten pounds yaarlj, out of a salary of one hundred pounds, Pennsylvania 
currency, for the support of the Aeadaroy. And there is no doubt hut that 
he considered himself more than repaid, from the consideration and fact that 
in that Academy were taught most, if not iJl, those who have planted tie 
churches beyond the Allegheny and Ohio rivare. In process of time, from 
causes not necessary to mention here, that Academy, then dianged into a 
(lollege ]>y an act of the Legislature, suffered not only a great depressian, 
Imt its very eiistancs was jftoptHi^ied. Although I knew Uiat it had bean 
a chad of prayer, luid although I knew that many a fervent prayer for its 
suooess and stahility wei'a sent up daily from the family altars of the fpjth- 
ful around, yet I confess that my own faith for its oontinued eiistonco f^led j 
and I ouae thought that I saw it draw its Inst gasp. Sut not so was it with 
the fhith of out deceased father. It was liliO that of Abraham when required 
to sacriflce his beloved son, ]!saac, unflinching and unfailing; and ha, li^ 
that diatnnguished Patiiarch, " hoped even against hope." To oontinue its 

a. dollar in the traosury of the Trustees. At the suggestion of our father, 
a statement of our wonts and an appeal was made to a generous public It 
was not made in vain ; and suoh generous donations flowed into our treasury 
fiom all quarters, as justified the Trustees to commence building a second 
OoUege fldlBoe. And I need scarcely say that tha astflOMve influence of 
our father, and tie veneration in which he was held abroad, had no small 
influence in procuring those donaUonS. The foundation of the second build, 
ing was laid deep and solid by our deceased father, by a fervent prayer of 
iiuth, and which, like every prayar of faitb, is enrolled in tho Archives of 
Heaven. Should JefTorson College, in the hipse of time, be brought to the 
same state of depression in which we have seen it, I think that there is 
noithar fanaticism nor presumption in believing ajid saying, that the preva- 
lency of that haaven-rocotded prayar wU! prove the means of its resuscitation. 
The pnblio donations for the erection of tho second College edifice, though 
generous beyond espactation, woi-c not sufficient to coniploto it, on account 
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o! its Biie and oxlensiyeiiesa ; and a sooond appeal to tha publio Tvos not 
judged prudent or oipedient. In tliia dilemma, the publio spirit and gens- 
rofiity of our yonerated fethet, with, thai of the lale (S-aii( SiuMe, Esq., of 
Canonsburg, were bronght into ootioQ and came to oar lud. Baoh of them 
Eidviinced Bome hundreds of dollavs; nor were thair puraas shut nntil the 
building was eompleted, and fitted for the leoept^n ol the students. And 
not onl; 3D, bnt both of them spent a considerable portion of their time iu 
providing mateiialB and BnperiEtonding the work during its pragreSB. These 
nets of generosity and publio apuit are, periiaps, not Itnown to many here; 
but are known to myself and to the Tcustaas of the College, some of whom 
are now nnder my eye. True, they were repaid (he money which they 
advanced, uSiar some yenis, oat of a donation given to the College by the 
Legislatrre of the Shtte ; but it is as ttue that the prospect of their being reptud, 
wben they advanoed the money, was very doubtful. For the LegislaSuro 
were not in the giving mood to colleges at Ibat time, not for some years after. 
We bavo already obsei'ved that the Prophets of old were preacherfl of 
tiTith and righteousness, as wall as pradiotors of future events. We are told 
that there wore schools of the prophets in &e days of the prophet Samuel, 
where the pvinciples of the true religion were tanght We are fJso told that 
there were bodb of the prophets, in the days of Elijah, and it is to be pre- 
sumed that there were schools where they were taught; and that Elijah was 
a distiuguished palioa and suppovter of those sobools ; tend we think it a 
raUonal and fair inference that a oonsideralion of the loss which those 
schools would sustain, by the removal of Elijah to HeaTen, entered into and 
formed a principal element of Eliaha's exolamatioo, " My father, my father, 
thoehnriot of Israel, and the horsemen thereof 1" And now, whan we reflect 
upon the many hundreds of men who have been educated in JetTerson Col- 
lege — (bat many of tbem have filled, and are now filling respectable and 
useful stations in the departments of law and medicine— when wo also refieet 
upon the numbers who hare gone forth from it, as preachers of Christ and 
of righteousness { (some of wham are respectable presidents of other col- 
leges, and some are gone as missionaries of the eroBsi to announce pardon 
and peace through a cracified Chiist— (hat delightful (heme of our lamented 
other's ministrations— to those who are lying in the thickest shades of mental 
and moral darkness in Africa, in Hindostau, and in our own land,)— and 
when we reflect that our departed fetherwasita sole founder, that he watched 
over its interests with patermd care for h^ a century — that he spent much 
of his precious time in promoting its interests — and that his purse was always 
open for tho supply of its manifold Wimts— that next to the Church of Christy 
it was the dearest object of his solicitude and supplications at a throne of 
grace — as I know from many oonversations with him on the subject; and 
that tho primaiy design of ereotjng JeJlierson College, was to train ycong 
men for the gospel ministry— when, I say, we reflect upon these things, 
would it be a perversion of our text to substitute Jefferson College for Israel, 
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and aay, " Our father, our father, the chariot of Jeffecaon College, and Ihe 
horEomen thsroof." I riek uolhiiie, nor nill I offend a single individunl of 
my brethren in the imnistr;, when I eay that, foi BOnnduasa in the faith, foi' 

errors and innovations that have crept into our ohuroh — for an ardent Iotb 
for the aftlvaUon of eotde,uid untrearied labors and endearors in thesupport 
of literature, as the handmaid of true religion, our father has not left a 
supevior, if an eqnal, hehiud him, in tlie Sjnod of Pittsburgh, perhaps in 
the General Asaemblj of the Presbyterian Chuioh. Oh! wbea shall ouf 
ohureh be hiossed with anothar Dr. John M'Millao I But he has restedftom his 
labors, and hia works have followed him, as evidonoea of his love to Christ, 
and untiring labors amidst infirmities and the waste of old age, ia promoting 
the interests of true and ondefiled religion. And now, hon shall we, whom 
he hath loft behind, in this land of sortoi 

wherein he followed Chiist. And those of us to whom the ministratloa of 
the gospel is committed, ought to iiupcove this dispensation, by maintaining, 
like him, an unwavering love of the troth, as embodied in the standards of 
our ohuroh, whatever opposition we meet with in so doing ; or whatever 
contempt may be thrown npon us bj those who have swerved from .the 
truth, or who are indifferent to the Irae interests of our church. Not many 
moaths ago, in this place, hs raised his warning yoica, and we might alrnost 
say his dying voice, to the watchmen on Zion's walls, dheoling them to the 
enemy, who has been coming in like a Sood, and pointing out their duty in 
opposing that enemy of Christ, of truth, and of righteousness. Let us, 
then, as good soldiers of Jesus Christ, set our faces as fiints against this 
enemy; and in reliance on the Divine Spirit, endeavor to keep the standard 
of Christ floating on the walls of otir Zion, should wo even perish in (he 
attempt. Let us also, like him, bo instant in season and out of season, in 
preaching Christ and him cruciSed, and in i 
ing, with all long-suffering and dootrine : 
oruwn of life ! 



i..,Goo^lf 



BIOtiEAPHICAL SKETCH 



KEY. MATTHEW HENDERSON, 

Eirst I'astoc of tlio AsBoemte eangregalion of ClinrderB, Washington 

eouiitj, Pn.., and one of tlio three minister who united in tUs 

ceromoDj of inaugurating tlio Canonebm-g Acadomy, 

in 1701, under the Sassafras bnslias. 

[Alriilgfafram tlie '• JSvaiiselicel SeposiUay."] 



The Rev. Matthew Henderson was one of the earliest mis- 
sionaries of the Associate Church of ScotUiid to the United 
States, and was the pioneer of that church in what was then 
regarded as the western wilderness, emhracing the western 
part of Pennsylvania and the unknown region beyond. As 
no account of Lis life has hitherto been written, and the few 
survivors who have any recollection of him were but children 
at the time of bis decease, and are now far down in the vale 
of years, it is difficult to obtain a sketoh of bis life and char- 
acter which will be either full or satisfectory. The following 
partJoulars have been gleaned partly from incidental notices 
of him in various publications, and partly from the recollec- 
tions of some aged survivors of his family. 

Mr. Henderson was bom in Scotland, in the year 1735. 
His children suppose that hia birth-place was Glasgow, and 
that his classical education was obtained at Edinburgh. He 
entered at a very early period of life upon the study of the^ 
ology, under the Rev. Alexander Moncrieff, one of the four 
first Seceders; a man whose own theological course had been 
pursued under the celebrated Jolm Mart, of Loyden, and 
(234) 
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■wlio was himself emiaeat m hia day for learning, pietj, coui'- 
ugo, and generosity. Mr. Monorieff waa called tho lion among 
tie lathers of the Secession; aad hia pupil, Mr. Henderson, 
appears in this respect to have imbibed the spirit of his pre- 
ceptor. He was licensed at the early age of twenty-one, a 
thing very uncommon in Scotland, where the course of train- 
ing both for meoiuiaioal and professional business is much 
more tedious, and, at least intended to be, much more thorough 
tlian with us. He was ordained two years afterwards, in the 
summer of 1758, by the PreHi)ytery of Perth and Dunfermline, 
and was immediately sent across the Atlantic to strengthen 
the hands of tho brethren who were laboring in Pennsylva- 
nia. He was the third permanent missionary sent by the 
Associate Church to these then British colonies ; his prede- 
cessors being Messrs, Alexander Gellatly and James Pi-oudfit. 
Mr. Andrew Arnot, of Midholm, was sent with Mr. Geliatly, 
but not obligated to remain except for one year, and accord- 
mgly, at tho expiration of that time, returned to Scotland. 
Mr. Henderson's acceptance of this missionary appointment 
tpealcs highly in favor of his zeal and self-denial in the cause 
of Christ. At this time a missionaiy appointment to the 
wilds of America was regarded as nearly equivalent to a ban- 
ishment to Botany Bay. It was with the utmost difficulty 
that one or two out of a large number appointed could be 
prevailed on to accept of such a mission. The most rigorous 
measures were frequently employed, and even deposition from 
tlic ministry threatened, yet all in vain. There is, however, 
no account of any reluctance on the part of Mr. Henderson, 
or any resort to uoeiLive meisures He appeals to have been 
willing for the work i^s gued him and Id havt, possessed the 
adventuious, fearless, and hxrdy spuib which fitted him so 
peculiirly foi a pifneer of the gospel m the wilderness. — 
[M'Kerrow s Histoiy of the Secession pp 259, 274.J 

Soon after his iimal m Amtiicx, Mr Henderson was set- 
tled at Oxford, Chester county, Pennsylvania, wliore he appears 
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to have labored in ttc ministry for about twenty years. It ia 
not improbable that he had the pastoral care of at least one 
other place ; aa several of his sermons written at this time 
are marked as preached at " Pen" but what place ia intended 
by this eontraetioti it is dtf&oult to aacertain. About three 
years after his arrival, the Rev. Alexander (Jellatly, the father 
of the Secession in the United States, died, in the forty-sec- 
ond year of hia age, having exercised hia ministry eight years 
in Middle Ootorara, Lancaster county, not far from Oxford,* 
By this event, which took place in 1761, Mr. Henderson is 
eaid by Dr. M'Kerrow to have been left with only two asso- 
ciates in the miaiatry — Mr. James Proudfit, of Pequa, and 
Mr, Mason, father of the late Dr. John Mason, of New York. 
It is, however, probable, that about this time Mr. Annan had 
also arrived, and Mr. Smart, though the latter only remained 
for a short time in this country. These at this time consti- 
tuted the Presbytery of Pennsylvania, the only court of the 
Associate Church in the United States. 

Mr. Henderson appears to have continued in the pastoral 
charge of Osford till the year 1781. During thia time he 
was married to Miss Mary Faris, and became the father of 
several children. His name appears up till about this time 
in the minutes of the Presbytery, and of meetings held with 
a view to the union of the Associate and Heformed Presby- 



« The RsT. J. P. MUlOT, in his " SkatclieB and Sermons." has Mlon into 
KomB mistakes respsoUng Mr. Gellatly. He says fliat hia amva! in Iho 
Unilad Slates was in 1754, whareas it wns in 17S3. He mentions eorreotlj 
tliat he died in HOI; bnt adds— "A litUo less than five years after his »rri- 
T(d," nhsreas, according to Ms own statemonta, it must have been seven. 
It was in reality eight. Mr. Miller is also mistalien in saying that Mr. 
Amo(?s mission iros for two jeais. It was oulj for one. He speaks of Uie 
misaon of Messrs. Henderson and Mason aa having been at the same iimo, 
and of Mr. Smart's aa near the same time. Mr. Henderson was sent is lf58 { 
and three years aftorwntds, (1T61,) Messrs. John Mason, Robert Annan, and 
John SmarL [See Skstches, tto.,pp. 11-14 j compare M'Keirow'B Htstol?, 
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tei'iee. In the measures adopted to effect this union, he took 
a decided part with Messrs. Marshall and Clarltson against 
what he considered the loose and ambiguous terms in which 
the unioE was at last consummated; and it is not unlikely 
that had he heen present when the union was effected, ho 
would have joined with these brethren in refusing to accede 
to it. But he had in the mean time been removed to a great 
distance, where he had not full opportunity of knowing the 
true state of things, and he and his people for a time aecoded 
to the union. This union toot place in 1782 ; and in 1789, 
having become dissatisfied with the newly-organized church, 
te made application to his former brethren of the Associate 
Presbytery of Pennsylvania, acknowledging his sin in having 
withdrawn from their fellowship, and was restored. The pro- 
ceedings of the Presbytery on this occasion were published, 
together with a letter to Mr. Henderson, and another to the 
congregations of Chartiers, Mingo Greek, and Mill Oreek. 
These proceedings evince a candid and ingenuous spirit on the 
part of Mr. Henderson, and a spirit of tenderness and faith- 
fulness on the part of his brethren. This pamphlet of eight 
pages was republished in 1836, with some prefatory remarks 
by the Kev, J. P. Miller, in the Eeligious Monitor, vol. xiii., 
pp, 209-13. 

Mr. Henderson was at this time pastor of the Associate 
congregations of Ghartiers and Buffalo, Washington county, 
Pennsylvania. To these places he had lemoved, m compliance 
with a call in the year 1782. These places he had visited as 
early as 1779. In a manuscript volume of hig sermons he 
uiarks some as preached at Chartiers and Buffalo, m April 
and May of that year. It appeals, however, that on his way 
to the West with his family, the reports of disturbanoes 
caused by the Indians were so alarming that he left his family 
by the way at Ganigocheague, and proceeded alone to his new 
charge. The family remained about a year at Ganigocheague, 
and then followed him to Chartiers. Their situation, when 
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left behind, was far from comfortable, aa they had no better 
habitation than a. rude cabin, or kind of shanty; nor waa 
their situation greatly improved when they reached their j our- 
ney's end. But the hardships of pioneer life are so well 
known that it is not necessary to reiterate the many deaorip- 
tions given of them. Perhaps, however, in Western Penn- 
sylvania these hardships were greater than in most other 
plaoes. This region is separated from the Atlantic coast by 
vast ranges of mountains' intersecting the country for upwards 
of a, handred miles. Salt, iron, and all kinds of merchandise 
had to be transported over these rugged mouatains upon pack 
horses all the way from Ohambersbnrg to Pittsburgh. There 
was at this time no railroad, canal, turnpike, or even carriage 
road, making but a rongh and often precipitous path for 
horses. Tiie products of the land were abundant, but there 
could hardly be said to he any market for the surplus. 
Money was of course exceedingly scai-oe, lusuriea were out 
of the question, and even some of the necossariaa of life only 
to be obtained with the greatest difficulty. The settlement 
of Mr. Henderson in Chartiers took place in the year 1782, 
and for some years he was the only minister of the Associate 
Chnrch west of the mountains. In consequence of this, he 
had not only the oare of his own widely-scattered fiock, but 
of several vacancies in his neighborhood. Among these were 
Mingo and Mill Creek, to which congregations, as we have 
seen, letters were addressed by the Presbytery at the time of 
his restoration to their fellowship. 

His life was evidently one of much labor, as well as hard- 
ship. He appears from some of his papers preserved by his 
children, to have written his sermons regularly, though not 
altogether in full, and in a hand not easily legible. The 
inscription on his tombstone bears witness that he never for 
once disappointed his people on the Sabbath. He attended 
diligently to the duties of catechising and visiting from house 
to house. And as he abounded in labors, so an evident bless- 
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ing attended Jxis miniBtry. Mr. Daniel Houaton, who took a 
very eouspicaous part witt Messrs. Marshall and Clarkson in 
oppoation to the afore-mentioned union, received Ma first reli- 
gioaa impr^siona under the preaching of Mr. Henderson 
when a^sting Mr. Smith at the dispensation of the Supper. 
No doubt the case was the same with many others. The 
Presbytery, in receiving him back to fellowship, hear honor- 
able testimony to the fruita of his ministry tiom the very 
commencement of his labors Tbiy siy — As your minis- 
try was not without aeeeptame and n'*eiulnesa at the time of 
your entering into the public service of the gospel we pray 
God that it may bo made more so n;w when the evening of 
your day draws nigh." [Proceedingij &c , pp 0, b ] Mr. 
Marshall, ia defending him fiom in tttack made upon his 
character by the Bev. Robeit Annan, m crasLiuente of his 
having withdrawn from thf communion of the A'iaociate 
Reformed Synod, observes : — " It might hi^e been expected 
that Mr. Henderson's gray hairi in the service of Chiiat, his 
usefulueas in the ministry, and his weakly and mfarm state of 
health, would have gained better treatment than Mr. Annan 
has given him." Mr. Marshal] proceeds to quote from letters, 
Mr. Henderson's auawer to the charges made against him, 
and closes with Mr. Henderson's exprossiou of his confi- 
dence — " That after all Mr. Annan's bluster, ho hopes his 
character stands as fair in the eyes of the Christian world as 
Mr. Annan's." Such, too, was the general reputation of Mr. 
Henderson, that Mr. Annan's abuse of him was reprobated 
by his own brethren, notwithstanding hia having withdrawn 
from their communion. [Marshall's Vindication, pp. 89, 90,] 
The generation which enjoyed hia ministrations has chiefly 
paasaed away ; but the continued flourishing state of' the con- 
gregations in which he finished hia labors has no doubt been 
owing, in a great measure, to the character which his ministry 
had impressed upon. them. 
Mr. Henderson's voice was remarkable for distinctness and 
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power. In tte summer season he usually prcEicIied. in a tent 
at the foot of a hill now occupied as the grave-yard of the 
congregation of Chartiera. The place of the tent was neap 
the grave of the late Jonathan Lethcrman, M, D. From the 
bottom to the top of the hill is about forty perches ; and yet 
not only the sound of his voiee, but his words, could all be 
heard distinctly at that distance. Neither in conversation 
nor in the pulpit, clid he mate any attempt to lay aside the 
broad vernaculai' of his country. His manner of addressing 
his people was also according to the custom of Hs country, 
plain and familiar. He called them all simply by their proper 
names, like a father addressing his children. His reproofs 
of vanity and ill-bebavior, especially in the aanetuary, were 
sometimes exceedingly pointed and scatKing, but not ill-temp- 
ered. It has been related, that on one occasion, when a young 
lady had made her appearance at the church in a new calico 
dresa, which in those days was regarded as the height of 
female extravagance, and when she had frequently risen from 
her seat, and gone to different parts of the assembly, Mr. 
Henderson having ooticeci her movements, and observed her 
rising from her seat a fourth time, said te her very calmly — 
" That is the fourth time, my lass, that you have left your 
seat. You can sit down now, we have a' seen your braw new 
gown." The young lady, of oourse, did not wait for a second 
invitation to do as she was directed. 

In appearance, Mr. Henderson was of a very swarthy com- 
plexion. He had very keen dark eyes, was of a large size, 
of an erect and majestic figure, and possessed uncommon mua- 
onlar power. An anecdote has been related of him, and 
sometimes erroneously attributed to others, wSiich illustrated 
his physical powers, and also the treatment to which even 
ministers of the gospel were exposed in those early times. 
On one occasion, when traveling over the mountains to meet 
with his brethren in Presbytery, he happened to lodge at a 
tavern where two men took the liberty of treating him with 
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great rudeness. This he endured for some time witt much 
patience. His patience, however, was luistaJien for timidity, 
and only encouraged their impertinence, till at last nothing 
would do but he must fight. This, of course, he wj 
to decloe It h th h would or not, they a 
mnd pnanaialt 1 nJing that he ooold not otherwise 
1 h Tiaag h a se nd deliberately stripping off his 

bit tldtasd say ng — " Lie there, the Rev. Mr. 
H nd n nd n w Matthew defend yourself." So saying, 
h I n t h ffi dashed him out through an open 

w nd w and w a p p ng to send the other by the same 

jd ti k I h m mp ny But this one, seeing the hind of 
muthyhdt d 1 With was in no hurry to put himself 

th w y f h u h n ge. Mr. Henderson having thus 
t ght th m m wh t ft the manner of Gideon's teaching 
! m n f 8 th 1* th th thorns and briars of the wilder- 
n%p dth ttthn ght in peace and quietness. 

An th n d t fad flerent character has frequently, 
th gh n t rr tly 1 n lated of him. It baa been said 
th t h WIS y f ad ft and as it was sellom to be 
m t with m n th arly ttler^ of the couatiy that he was 
autmdt aiyapp otit with him m hi travels 
Ou n s n h ving 1 ught it forth to be prepare! by 
th 1 dy f th h wb n be sat down at the ta! le not 

uyth n hk h t nto beverige he inquired what 
Idbadnwtht Th lady dnii,ted h s attention to a 
jl t h ng th aij n f gieena n cely butferel and 
p J p 1 Th w h d h of tea madam said he, 
"what have you done with the broth?" "Why," said she, 
" I threw that away." The individual whose tea waa cooked 
for him in this -manner' was not, however, Mr. Henderson, but 
the Rev. Mr. Howlitson, an intimate friend of his who waa 
of feeble health, and died in his youth. No mention ia made 
ef such a person in the account of the missions of the Aaso- 
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ciate Church in America. It is probable that he came to thia 
country without any appointment ; and little more is known 
of him than that he lies beaide Mr. Henderson, but with no 
stone to mark the place of his grave. 

Mr. Henderson was of a peculiarly affectionate disposition 
towards his family, and in all his intercourse with society. 
His numerous and scattered charge rendered it necessary for 
him to be often absent from home, and frequently for a week 
or more at a time. But he would surmount almost any diffi- 
culty rather than cause uneasiness to his family by an absence 
beyond the appointed time. He expected a lilce punctuality 
on their part; and if the return of any absent member weie 
delayed, would ride a journey of ten miles or more to ascer- 
tain whether any accident had happened. Tlio daj befoio 
his death he had been disappointed by the continued absence 
of Mrs. Henderson and two of his daughteis, who had been 
detained wbilo on a visit to some friends at a distance H)3 
daughter El 7ibeth Ii we er returnel during thi. day Ha 
appeared to 1 e much g^^tlfied it meptmg her and having 
walked out with hei t the phce whoie he was killed the 
nest mom ng he gi <. hei repeated charj^es in case of his 
death, to be k nl to her m ther This and some other oeonr- 
rencea, sctmed almost to mdii-Atea piefccntiment that his end 
was at hand. 

At the age of sixty he had become somewhat infirm, but 
not to such a degree as to interfere with his labors. His 
infirmities were no doubt occasioned by the hardships to which 
he had been exposed, and from which he took but little pains 
to protect himself. An aged member of the church,* who 
heard him onoe in his youth preaching in a tent without any 
eovering during a shower, recollects ttat when some one was 
so kind as to hold an umbrella over his head, he repeotfully 

« Mr. JameB Xtiom, of Pigeon Creak. 



i..,Goo^lf 



SKETCH OF KEV. M. HENDERSON. 

declined the proffered favor, and proceeded in 
regardless of t!ie rain. But, though fearless of other evils, 
lie had been mueh troubled with the fear of death, — not so 
much with the fear of leaving the world, as of the pains of 
dying ; and it pleased a kind Providence, in talcing him away, 
to exempt him from the evil which he so much feared. He 
was killed by tke falling of a tree, upon the 2d of October, 
1795, at the age of sixty, and in the thirty-seventh year of 
his ministry, reckoning from the time of his ordination. 

The cJrcTiinstaaces of his death, as related by the daughter 
who was with him at the time, are as follows ; — On the even- 
ing of October 1st, he had expressed to his children a wish 
that they would fell a bee-tree which had been discovered mi 
his farm, and preparations were accordingly made to proceed 
to it early in the morning. He had accjn^nted his daughter 
Elizabeth, then a child of ten years of age, with their pur- 
pose, and told her that if she could get up in the morning 
without awakening her younger aster Jane, she might go 
with him. Accordingly, the next morning he went quietly 
fo her bed, and touched her gently to awake her without dis- 
turbing her sister. She was sooa up ; and having dressed 
herself for the expedition, hurried into her father's room, 
supposing him also to be ready. She found him on his'tnees 
engaged in secret prayer, and immediately withdrew. Soon 
after this she observed him going down to the spring with a 
basin and towel to wash himself, as was his custom in the 
morning. Some time after he had returned she again ven- 
tured into his room, and again found him engaged in prayer. 
Soon afterwards he came out, and taking her by the hand he 
led her to the place where his sons Ebcnezer and Robert had 
been for some time engaged in felling the tree. The tree 
stood upon a bank, and it was supposed would fall down the 
side of it. Mr. Henderson and his daughter approached 
towards it on the higher ground, where it was thought there 
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was no danger. Here they stood for a little time, at some 
distance from the tree, awaiting its fall. It proved to he 
decayed in the centre, and fell much sooner than had been 
anticipated, and also is an opposite direction from what had 
been calculated. Mr. Henderson, notwithstanding repeated 
cautions given him, would always, when a tree began to fell, 
run from it in a direction opposite to that in which he 
supposed it to be falling. On this occasion, as usual, he ran, 
but in the same direction with the falling of the tree. Hia 
daughter followed his example, but varied somewhat in her 
course, and escaped any injury. Her father had mn to such 
a distance tliat it was Only tie branches which reached him, 
and hia body was but little mutilated. Only a slight flesh 
wound was discovered on hia head ; yet he appeared to have 
died instantly, not having been obsened to mjie or breathe 
by his sous, who wore immediately beside him 

BIr. Henderson, and some of his biethren of other societies 
who first planted the gospel in the West, wert, xnsious to pro- 
mote the oause of literature in connection with religion, and 
from the first turned their attention to the establishment of 
literary institutions. The venerable Dr. M'Millan, who pre- 
ceded him in hia settlement a few years, appears to have led 
the way, but he found Mr. Henderson an earnest and efficient 
coadjutor. As early as the year 1780,* a "Latin school," sb 
it was called, waa taught in a small log cabin, erected by the 
Eev. Dr. M'Millan for his siu(%. The teacher was Mr., after- 
wards the Hon. Jamea Ross, of Pittsburgh. This log cabin, 
which may justly be considered the germ of Jefferson College, 
is atiii standing, and has been carefully preserved as a memo- 
rial of the past. Some yeai-s ago it was removed to a spot 
at a little distance from the original site, and its foundation 



as adopted tliia dato from tho proi 
tradition. — J. 8. 



i..,G00^lf 



SKETCH OF REV. M. HENDERSON. 245 

reaovated, so that it ia supposed it may yet last a century. 
The number of eIa,gsioal scholars having increased, it was 
judged necessary to fis upon a permanent place, and erect a, 
mora spacious and suitable huilding. Previous to this impor- 
fcvnt measure there was a solemn meeting for consultation by 
the Rev. Dr. M'Millaa, the Rev. Mr. Henderson, and other 
venerable fathers, who spent a great part of tlie day in prayer. 
Canonsburg, so called from Col Oan n wh h g ad th 
town bad been built, was selected a. h and t 1 ably 

comfortable Stone building was so n e ec nd dy to be 
occupied. The Canousbarg A ad my w h.u gan z 1 
and respectable professore apioated. n h i d ja t 

ments of litei-ature. The follow u^ aeoount f h mm n 
meat of this institution is chiefly extracted f m 1 tt 
written by ono of the first pwpils of the instituti n t tk lat 
Rev. Matthew Brown, D. D., LL. D., for mray j P s 
dont of Jefferson College. 

In July, 1791, a meeting was called to see the Canonsburg 
Academy opened, the site of the institution having been 
agreed upon the day previous. At 10 o'clock, Tuesday morn- 
ing, many citisens were upon the ground to witness the open- 
ing of the first academy on the west side of the Allegheny 
mountains. Among them was the Eev. Matthew Henderson, 
of whom the writer gives the following account : — '.' Mr. 
Henderson was a Scotcli Sccedev clergyman, blessed with 
Scotch talents, Scotch education, Scotch theology, and Scotch 
piety. His memory is still highly cherished as a worthy con- 
temporary of Messrs. M'Millan and Smith. These three 
ministers, with Mr. Johnson, (the teacher,) and two pupils, 
William Riddle and Robert Pattei'son, (the writer of the 
letter,) took their position in the shade of some sassafras 
bushes growing in (the corner of) a worm fence near the 
English sehool-house, which could not be vacated for a short 
time. And here, under the pleasant shade of the green 
21* 
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bushep, protected from the rays of a July surij— the two pupils 
were about to eommence their recitation, when Mr. M'Millan, 
addressing bis two brethren, remarked in BTibstance aa follows ; 
" This ia an important day in our history, affecting deeply 
the intereste of the cbnrch and country in the "West, — affect- 
ing our own interests and welfare for time and eternity, — and 
the interests, it may be, of thousands and thousands yet 
unborn." Thea turning to Mr. Henderson, be asked him 
to engage in prayer, seeking the blessing of" God on the insti- 
tution now to be opened. "And," continues the writer, "I 
must say, the broad vernacular pronunciation of the Scotch 
tongue never oould be more delightful or impressive than it 
was while cveiy thing proper to the occasion appeared to be 
remembered in prayer by this good man." 

The Academy having commenced under these circumstances, 
was incorporated as a college in 1802, and is the oldest insti- 
tution of the kind west of tbe mountains. 

Mr. Henderson was blessed with a numerous family — ^inall, 
fourteen children. Of these, four died in their infancy. Wive 
sons and five daugbters lived to maturity. Matthew, his oldest 
son, was licensed during the time of his father's connection with 
the Associate Reformed Church, and remained in that society, 
of which he was a very respectable minister. He was for 
many years pastor of a congregation in the Forks of Yough, 
and died a few years ago at an advanced age. Bbenezer, bis 
third son, was a minister of the Associate Church. He was 
settled for a short time at Pitthburgh, in connection with a 
small congregation in the countiy From this place he was 
tailed to Philadelphia, and was about to be removed. Pre- 
vious, however, to his settlement, he died at a public bouse 
while on a journey. He had given promise of much eminence 
in the ministry ; and his death was much and long lamented 
by the congregation whose call he had accepted, and by the 
whole church. Robert, the fourth son, still survives, and has 
for many years been an elder of very respectable standing in 
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1 fath rs n^ e^ t n John tte second -Mid Joseph, the 
bt I a n have 1 een lead for many jeais One or more of 
th i a en hnt nf the furmer nrc at th s t ne n nisters of 
the A SCO te Chtiieh BIi y the oldeat da ghter, became 
the w fe of M Wh te a. member of her father a congrega^ 
t She d ed a tew year^ ago at a great age leaving a 

numero s family of oh Idren and el Id en a hillren, to the 
th I and fo rth gene at on Ell n the e on 1 daughter, 
Ti =! marned to the kte Sa nuel M rdoek M D and died 
^ou g leav ng 1 ut one h IJ FlleE thewiteof Joseph Tem- 
pleton M D of Wish ugton Pennsylvan a Ann the third 
d i/hter wis mair el to the Pev Thom s All on of Mount 
Hope, Washington county, Pcnnsjlvaaia. She also died a 
few years ago, leaving several children. Elizabeth, the fourth 
daughter, was married to Alexander Murdock, Esq., of Wash- 
ington, Pennsylvania. Jane, the youngeat, waa married to 
Mr. Clark, of Buffalo, Washington county, 
These last two both survive. The most of Mr. 
children had numerous families ; and these again have 
increased till it would be difficult, or perhaps impossible, to 
reckon up the number of hia descendants. They are mostly, 
if not all, with tlie exception of Ebenezer's family, dispersed 
through the various regions of the West, though probably the 
larger part are in the region of their father's labors. In this 
case we see verified the promise that the generation of the 
just shall be blessed. Very few have left so many chiUren, 
and children's children, who have so generally done worthily, 
and held such a respectable standing both in civil and reli- 
gious society. 

Mr. Henderson was among the first burled in the grave- 
yard of Ohartiers over whose remains a Btone was erected. It 
has now for aisty years been exposed to the corroding tooth 
of time; and the inacription will soon, if not renewed, become 
illegible. The following ia a copy of it. The poetry is not 
unexceptionable, yet ia pretty well for those early times ; — 
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" In hoaTen! J toils, HendorsoD, grown groj, 
Thy eulhly fi'sme wa£ hstalening to doca;. 
Tliy growing languoc Hireateaecl to detain 
'Ihoo from tliy lovsd Bmploymenl, bnt in ynio. 
:eox JQ thy course no Sabbutli failed f attest 
Tho lOTO of eouls vhiah burned wiUiin thy hreast ; 
Till by one transient stroke which gave rolensoj 
Thy Saviour bode Uiee enter into penee. 
Great and (moat) happy change from batlered duat 
Unto the glorions mansiona of tho jnat 1 
Let ns prepare to measure that bright rond, 
The best of all oiu' friendB is there— our God." 

T. B. 

As tlie writer of the above article had not access to the 
miimtcs of tho Associate Presbytery of Pennsylvania, we 
have, at his reqiieat, givcQ them a cursory examination, as the 
result of which we present tho following additional facts. 

The name of the congregation over which Mr. Headersoa 
was placed, in connection with Oxford, was Pencader, or Pea 
Calder. It is spelled both ways in the minutes. It seems to 
have been a place of little importance. We know not where 
it was located. It no longer exists aa a congregation. The 
congregation of Oxford, however, still lives and flourishoa. 
It was from this place that the first petition for preaching was 
sent to the Synod in Scotland, and we believe it is the place 
where the first Associate Presbyterian congregation in Amer- 
ica was organiBcd. It has for a long time been under the 
charge of Rev. Wm. Easton, in connection with. Octorara and 
Muddy Eun ; but about two years ago he resigned that por- 
tion of his charge, and in February last it was placed under 
the care of Kev. J. H. Andrew, it present pastor. 

We find that Mr. Henderson was very punctual in hia 
attendance on the meetings of Presbyteiy ; although in those 
days of magnificent distances and bad roads, this was no easy 
matter. Whoever was absent, the name of Mr, J" 



i..,Goo^lf 



SKETCH OF EEV. M, HENDERSON. 249 

of the miautes of each meeting about 
aa invarialily as the date. 

The statement in regard to the ministers who composed the 
Presbytery in 1761, after tho death of Mr. Gellatly, is correct. 
Mr. Annan was ordained by Mr. Henderson and Mr. Proud- 
foot, on the 8th of June, 1763. 

During all tho time of Mr. Henderson's settlement in Easl^ 
em Pennsylvania, he, in common with his brethren, had to 
spend a great portion of his time away fi'om home, traToling 
long, wearisome, and dangerous journeys, to supply the many 
places, in different parts of the country, which, at e^ery meet- 
ing of Presbytery, were aeniling in urgent calls for divine 
ordinances. To give some idea of the state of things at that 
time, we give the following estraot from a letter written by 
the Presbytery, in 1764, to the Synod in Scotland, aakiagfor 



" We hereby, in the most earnest manner, supplicate this 
Keverend Synod for more assistance in the weighty work 
among our hands; and if it be not sent us, the buddings of 
reformation work on this Continent of America will be in 
danger of being blasted, and the work mar altogether, and 
tho constitutions of members of Presbytery worn out with 
the great fatigues they of necessity undergo, in watering, not 
only their own congregations, which are all divided into two, 
and some three parts, in this Province, but also are far dis- 
tanced from one another ; and this is not all ; for they must 
go much abroad, and preach, and dispense the sacraments, in 
vacant congregations. One minister, with a probationer, fre- 
quently dispenses the sacrament of the Supper in congrega- 
tions, sometimes two Sabbaths suece^ively, in different places ; 
and sometimes a minister has done this without any assistance 
at all. This has been done twice this last summer by one 
member ; and two of our number have this year been in North 
Carolina, which is five hundred miles distant from this. So that 
our deplorable sitnation cannot miss to have a loud language in 
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tlie eara of our dear brettren, for to influence them, to send 
us more supply of probationers, and tbat speedily." 

At the meeting of Preshjtfiry at Oxford, November ITth, 
1779, was read " a call for Mr. Henderson, and "a petition 
conta,ii[ing reasons for the transportation, and craving his 
admission, from Chartiers and Buffalo," This call had been 
moderated at Chartiers, by Eev. John Murray, on tlie 18th 
of October. The members of session present at the modera- 
tion were James Scott, John White, Nicholas Little, and 
Bavid Eeed, of Chartiers, and John and James Brownlee, 
and Andrew Soott, of Buffalo. The result of the vote was 
for Mr. Henderson, thirty-four, and for Mr. Smith, then of 
Octorara, twenty-two. Seven of the latter signed the call. 
No action was taken in regard to it by the Presbytery, till 
their meeting at Muddy Creek, March 16th, 1780, when, in 
connection with this call and petition, was presented one from 
Oxford, containing answers to it, and praying for their minis- 
ter's continuance. The matter was considered for some time, 
both privately in committee of the whole, and afterwards pub- 
licly in the Presbytery in their judicative capacity, and 
" nothing of disaffection to Mr. Hcodetson, in Oxford Church, 
nor the want of a support appearing to the Presbytery, they 
agreed to take the matter in this point of light, whether Mr. 
Henderson's continuance at Oxford, or his transportation to 
Cliartiers, appears most for the ends of general edification in 
the church of Christ? Hereupon a long course of reasoning 
ensued on this subject." After prayer "for direction in this 
weighty business," the question was put, transport or not ? 
On this the Presbytery was equally divided ; " whereupon 
the Moderator, (Mr. Henderson himself,) with great tender- 
ness, and assigning various reasons, gave his casting vote in 
favor of the transportation," &c. At the same meeting we 
find it recorded that "the Presbytery consider the relation 
between Mr. Henderson and the people in Chartiers and Buf- 
falo, to eonunenee from this day, and that his salary also now 
; and that these people should be at the expense 
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of removing him, his familj, and effeota thither ; and ^ they 
agreed to pay him one hundred pound hard money annually, 
or 400 bushels of wheat, tiie Preahytery agree he shall Lave 
it in hia option to take either as it may beat suit him," &c. 

Some dif&calty, the nature of which cannot be clearly ascer- 
tained, seoma to have existed between Mr. Henderson, his 
congregation, and the Proshyteiy, in regard to his transporta- 
tioa. He aeema to have been hurt at aome things said on 
the floor of Presbytery in the course of the discussion in 
regard to his removal, in consequence of wkich he addressed 
a letter to the Presbytery (April 5th, 1781) which they char- 
acterize as " containing injurious reflections, &c, — with a vein 
of irony running through the whole," &o. He afterwards, 
(September 6thj) made acknowledgments for tto offensive 
things oOKtaiaed ia the letter, and the whole matter was satis- 
factorily adjusted. 

Before Mr. Henderson's departure for the Weat, which 
took place IE the latter part of the year 1781, several peti- 
tions were received from Canigoeheague, desiring the Presby- 
tery to send him there. And at the meeting, October 31st, 
1781, their petition being called up, the Presbytery, "after 
much reasoning on the subject, agree that Mr. Henderson be 
recommended to prosecute hia call to Ghartiera — that these 
people be addressed in a letter by Mr. Murray, to make suit- 
able provision for moving Mr. Henderson'a family and effects 
ttither iu the spring, and remove every cause of just com- 
plaint of deficiency on their part — and that Mr. Henderson 
be appointed to supply aome Sabbath at Canigoeheague (pro- 
nounced CanigojiiJ) before next meeting." From the circum- 
stance that he was absent from the aext meeting, which took 
place April 10th, 1782, we conclude that Ke had, in the mean 
time, removed to the West, his departure having been thua 
delayed in consequence of the Indian war, which also ren- 
dered it necessary, as stated in the preceding sketch, that he 
should leaye his family at Canigoeheague, where they remained 
for a year. T. H. B. 
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REV. JAMES RAMSEY, D. D. 

A Tiiisiea of Jeffei-aon CoUogo, unci Professor of Hebrew. 

BY EEV. DR. THOMAS BEVBRIDGE. 

[Abridged from 



The Rev. James Ramsey, D. D., was fcora March 23d, 
1771, in Lancaster county, Pennsylvania. His parents, 
Robert and Mary Ramsey, belonged, at tte time of his birth, 
to the Keformed Presbyterian Church, or Covenanters, aad 
snstained throughout their lives a good reputation for intelli- 
gence and piety. Mr. Robert Ramsey, after his removal to 
the West, was for many years an elder of respectable stand- 
ing in the Associate ooagregatioa of King's Creek, Beaver 
county, Pennsylvania, under the pastoral care of the venerable 
Dr. John Anderson. Both parents lived to an advanced age, 
and Lad the satisfaction of seeing their children, and many 
of their children's children settled around thorn, and gener- 
ally following their footsteps in the ways of righteousness. 
James, the subject of this notice, was the first born of fifteen 
children, the larger number of whom he survived. About 
two years after his birth, his parents removed from Lancaster 
county to what was tien known as the western wilderness, 
and resided about two years at Williamaport, on the Monon- 
gahela river. At this time (1773) the settlements in this 
(252) 
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region were few and scattered. Tiie Indiana were frequently 
troublesome, and rendered the protection of forfa necessary. 
Mr. Bamsey pursued hia labors in the -vicinity of one of ttese 
forts. Hia custom was to take his gun with Lim into the corn 
field, and place it at the root of a tree or against a stump. 
Ho would then hoo around the place to the distance of fifteen 
or twenty yxirda. This done, another resting place for his 
gun was selected, and his lahor around it performed in the 
same manner ; thus keeping himself always ready for defence 
against any sudden attack. It was amidst these scenes of 
danger, and those of the revolution which immediately fol- 
lowed, and amidst the hardships and priyations of a pioneer's 
life, that James first formed hia acquaintance with the world ; 
and these things no doubt contributed in giving to him that 
patience, that power of endurance, and that energy of char- 
acter, for which he was afterwai'da distinguished. 

At the end of two years, the family removed from Wil- 
liamsport to Pigeon Greek, then within the bounds of the 
congregation of the venerable Dr. M'Millan, so distinguished 
in the history of the Preshyterian Ohnrch of the West, as 
one of its first and moat eminent pioneers. With this church 
the parents connected themselves. Their son James was also 
admitted as a member at a very early period of life ; and 
though afterwards connected with another branch of tbo Pres- 
byterian Church, he always entertained a very great regard 
for his former brethren, and especially for Dr. M'Millan, whom 
he considered as his spiritual father. 

When Mr, Ramsey became a member of I>r. M'Millan'a 
church, he must have been under twenty-one years of -ftge, as 
this was his ago when he removed to another part of the 
country. Yet young as he was, he exerted himself actively 
and faithfully in the cause of Christ, both in relation to the 
interests of truth and of practical godliness. Many of the 
young people were very careless as to spiritual things, and 
indulged freely in promiscuous dancing, and other practices 
22 
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incon Bis teat with a religioua profession. To promote a better 
spirit and put an end to tlieae practices Lc had the prudence 
and address to collect them into one m t f p j 

and religious conference. In this w y h d h [ j y 

inflaenee upoE the religioua chara t f th gr g t 

and gave au early indication of that j twhhhmnftd 
in his future life. During his conn t with th n 
tion, a controyersy arose among the p 1 1 I t a to wh t 

have been called the Marrow dootri t 1 t 

taught in a hook called tte Marrow fMd D ty h 

as that there is a gift or grant of Ch t nth tj p 1 t n 
ners of mankind aa aueh ; that bel d h d t m 

the law as a covenant <if wnrks; 1 th t 1 1 n t a 

federal means or condition of life. M E m y at th 
of the congregation warmly advocat d th d t m Dr 
M'Millaa at first appeared also fo t h t t 1 t rath 

opposed them. This laid the found t n f M B m y 
ultimate separation from that eh h d t f th 

aeal which he eycr afterwards show d f th p truth 

According to the reoollectiona of his nearest triends, it would 
however appear that he had not formally withdrawn from the 
communion of the Presbyterian Church till after his removal 
to Mill Creek. 

At tte age of tweaty-one he made a joiat purchase of a 
farm, two miles from the village of Frankfort, Beaver county, 
Pennsylvania, and removed to it with his brother WilKam. 
This was within the bounds of the Presbyterian congregation 
of Mill Creek, and here, after some time, other circuinstanees 
occurred which issued in the chaage of his religious profes- 
sion. About this time there was in the Presbytetiaa ohurehea 
of the West a very general substitution of hymns of human 
composition ia the room of the Psalms, which had hitherto 
been employed in the worship of God. Mr. Ramsey endeav- 
ored for some time to reconcile himself to the use of these 
hymns, and, in his own language, had " tried to sing them," 
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But tliia eitlier was from the first, or soon came to be agaiEat 
his convictions of duty, and his conscience would not let him 
alono. However different the views of Christians may bo on 
the merits of this question, none who knew Him will have 
any doubt as to his oonsoientiousaess in the decision to which 
he came to give the preference to the Psalms over all human 
productions. Indeed, few things in his life manifested more 
clearly the power of his convictions of duty, than the change 
which he felt constrained to make in his profession. He was 
at this time a young man somewhat ardent in his tempera- 
ment, and much more likely to be seduced by the love of 
novelty than those advanced in years, who so often become 
the slaves of prejudice and habit. Being an excellent singer, 
and passionately fond of music, (which he occasionally taught,) 
he was the more liable to be captivated by the improvements 
in singing with which the introduction of the hymns was 
accompanied. But most of all, he was of a peculiarly affec- 
tionate disposition, and was in high esteem among the breth- 
ren with whom ho was connected. Although a youth, and 
remarkable for modesty and dif&denee, he had been taken into 
the society of ministers, ciders, and such as were in the high- 
est reputation for piety. Ho was treated by them as an equtd, 
and enjoyed their confidence. He was accustomed to speak 
of the change of his religious profession under these circum- 
stances as one of the sorest trials of his life; and has frankly 
owned to his intimate friends that when ho left the Presbyte- 
rian Church ho left his heart behind him. He always regarded 
that Society as very exemplary in their affectionate treatment 
of each other, and thought them, in this respect, commendable 
beyond many others, of whom equal, if not better things, 
might have been expected. As a proof of the high esteem 
in which Mr. Ramsey was held among his Presbyterian breth- 
ren may be mentioned the language employed by Dr. M'Millan 
to induce him to remain in their communion ; " James," said 



i..,Goo^lf 



256 HISTORY OF JEFFERSON COLLEGE. 

he, " you will be a miniater some of these days ; yea, and you 
will be a bright star in the West." 

The aocouEt which he was aocnstomed to givo of his sepa- 
ration from that branch of the Preabyterian Church with 
which he had been connected was sttbataiitially this. Various 
expedients had been employed to reconcile him and others to 
the introduction of the hymns ; such as employing them on 
more private occasions, and using them alternately with the 
PssJma in the public worship of the church. On the laafc 
sacramental occasion which he attended in that church the 
hymns were sung at tables occupied by those who preferred 
them, and the Psalms at one or more tables set for those who 
were opposed to the hymns. This, instead of satisfying, 
rather disgusted him, and he came to the resoiutioa that he 
would use the hymns no more. During the occasion ho lodged 
at the house of Mr. G-eorgo M'Cullough, in company with a 
number of others, among whom were the llev. Mr. Marquis 
and Mr. Jackson, an aged elder of the church. When the 
time for worship in the family arrived, Mr. Jackson was called 
upon to lead, and the Biblo and hymn-book were laid down 
before him. Mr. Ramsey, who, as we have said, was extremely 
modest and diffident, was much perplexed. The elder waa 
accustomed, when Mr. Eamsey was present, to call oa him to 
lead in singing, and would no doubt do so now. But he had 
come to a fixed resolution that he would not use the hymns. 
Yet he was very unwilling to bring either himself or his scru- 
ples into notice before the company. He had watched with 
a keen eye and an anxious heart what waa passing, and as 
soon as Mr. Jackson sat down at the table, he stepped up to 
him as quietly as possibie, and whispered, that if he called on 
him to sing, he wished him to use the Psalms, as he did not 
feel at liberty to join in singing the hymns. However, tlie 
elder, much to the annoyance of the modest youth, spoke 
aloud of the difficulty, and observed that he believed there 
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wsls no Bible with PsEilma in the house, Mr, Rstmsej imme- 
diately produced his own pocket Bible coatainitig them, of 
which the elder made use. After worship, the Rev. Mr. Mar- 
quis observed that it was not a suitable time to enter into any 
controversy on the subject of the hymns. He would, how- 
ever, make one remark for Mr. Ramsey's oonalderation. 
" Very many," said he, " who have had scruples at the first 
about singing the hymns, after having used them for awhile 
have overcome their scruples, and become quite satisfied." 
Mr. Bameey, however, eould not feel at liberty to venture on 
such an experiment for obtaining relief. He soon afterwards 
united with the Associate congregations of Service and King's 
Creek, then and for many years afterwards nnder the pastoral 
care of I>r. Anderson, professor of theology in the Associate 
Church. His change of ecclesiastical oonnesion, as it origi- 
nated in no strifeorill temper, 80 it was attended with nothing 
of this kind. On the contrary, the moat friendly feelings 
continued between him and his former associates. He was a 
man who could, both in his private life and public miniatra- 
tions, be faithful to his convictions of duty without being 01 



At what period of his lifo his thoughts were turned towards 
the ministry is not known, but before his connection with the 
Associate Cbweh, he had been preparing the way for obtain- 
ing an education with a view to that offi.ce. He had sold his 
interest in the farm oii which he had lived with his brother, 
to his father, who afterwards removed to it, and resided on it 
till his death. He also engaged in teaching schools of differ- 
ent kinds ; and by these means obtained sufficient money to 
meet the expenses of his education, and had when licensed 
enough left to equip himself for traveling. It is thought 
probable that he commenced his classical studies under his 
minister. Dr. Anderson, about the twenty-fifth year of his 
age. He afterwards studied at the Jefferson Academy, since 
incorporated as Jefferson College. Soon after its incorpora- 
22* 
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tioti as a college, he recciTed from this institution the second 
degree in the arts. This was in the year 1805 ; and some 
time atowt the year 1824, he received, probably from Dickin- 
son College, Carlisle, the honoi'ary degree of doctor of divin- 
ity, a title which would be in higher repute if always as 
meritorioiiaiy conferred. After completing his classical stu- 
dies, ho pursxied the study of theology under Dr. John An- 
derson ; this mnst have boeo between the years 1800 and 
1803. He was peculiarly beloved by his professor, and the 
warmest attachment continued between them, until the decease 
of Br. Anderson, April, 1830. 

Dr. Ramsey was licensed by the Presbytery of Chartiera 
at the same time with the late JELev. David Imbrie, December 
14th, 1803, at tho house of Mr. Ealston, in Buffalo. As he 
was at this time within a few months of completing his thirty- 
third year, and his preparatory course of study had not 
been hurried, but as thorough as the cirounistancea of the 
country would well admit, he entered on his ministeriallabors 
with more maturity of mind, with more enlarged Christian 
experience, and better preparation, than are common to those 
beginning this work, and hia ministry from the first proved 
every where highly acceptable to the intelligent and godly. 
He labored, during the months of December and January 
after his licensure, in the Presbytery of Chartiera, and then 
for the greater part of the remainder of the year 1804 in the 
Presbyteries of Cambridge and Philadelphia. At tho close 
of this year he returned to Chartiers, and labored in the 
bounds of that Presbytery till his settlement. A unanimona 
and pressing call was given to him to take charge of the Asso- 
ciate congregation of Cambridge, New York, then left vacant 
by the removal of Dr. Banks ; and the people were exceed- 
ingly grieved at their failure to obtain him as their pastor. 
For years afterwards they were accustomed to lament their 
disappointment, and they continued to cherish hia memory 
with peculiar fondness. Shortly before hia retion to tho 
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West, a petition from tbe congregatiou aud Prestjtery of 
Philadelphia, was laid befdre the Presbytcrj of Chartiers, 
eamestlj soliciting that he might be coatiDued in PhOadel- 
phia till the nest meeting of the Synod, which request, how- 
ever, the Preshjtery, owing to theurgeat demand upon them 
for supplies, found themselves imahle to grant. At the meet- 
ing of this Presbytery, April 17th, 1805, four calls were 
presented to him, oi rather three, and notice givea of a fourth ; 
one from the united congregations of Mount Pleasant and 
Burgettstown, one from Beaver and Brush Bun, one from 
Camhiidge, New York, and one from Ghartiers. The last of 
these was accepted, although the worldly advantages connected 
with some of the other calls were much greater. He was 
ordained and settled as pastor of the Associate congregafjon 
of Chartiers on the fourth of the following September. The 
Kev. Thomas Allison preached on the occasion from 2 Oor. 
viii : 23, — " Our brethren — the messengers of the churches, 
and the glory of Christ." He also, as was the custom of the 
times, gave the charge to the pastor, elders, and members of 
the congregation. Dr. Anderson preached in the evening 
from Ps. eii ; 16, — " When the Lord shall build up Zion he 
will appear in his glory." 

When Dr. Ramsey commenced his pastoral labors in this 
congregation, not only the people but the Presbytery were in 
a very distracted state in consequence of dissensions which 
had arisen in Chartiers between the people and their former 
pastor, the Eev. John Smith, and also between the people of 
Buffalo and their pastor, the Rev. Robert Laing. These 
troubles had oeoasioned fi-equent and protracted meetings of 
the Presbytery, and some stormy debates. At the very time 
that Dr. Ramsey was licensed, the Presbytery continued four 
days in session, and such protracted meetings were not uncom- 
mon. These contentions had divided the people into parties, 
and the issue was the separation of some valuable members 
from both oongvcgatiuns. These and other things had also eon- 
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tributed to wealien, in those wlio remained, their attaclimeiit 
to their profession ; so that the commencement of the Doctor's 
labors was in the midst of difficulties. But his prudence and 
faithfulness soon surmounted them, aad in a little time he 
was established in the affections and confidence of the people, 
to an extent altogether uncommon. The hearts of the minis- 
ter and people were so knit together that it seemed a thing 
impossible that they could ever be sundered. Soon after hia 
settlement he w?,s married to Miss Margaret Paston, a lady 
in the neigbborhood of Cliambersburg, Pennsylvania. TLcy 
became tbe parents of two children, the Rev. James P. Ram- 
sey, pastor of the Associate congregation of Deer Creek, 
Lawrence county, Pennsylvania, and Maria, wife of the Rev. 
William M. M'Elwee, D. D., pastor of the Associate congre- 
gation of Frankfort, Beaver county, Pennsylvania. These, 
together with Mrs. Ramsey, stiD survive. 

After Dr. Ramsey's settlement he applied himself diligently 
to the duties of his pastoral office, not only preaching regu- 
larly upon the Sabbath, and occasionally on other days of the 
week, but catechizing and visiting from house to house, which 
latter duties ho attended to in the winter, in order to interfere 
as little as possible with the worldly business of bis people. 
This, considering the size of the congregation, the inclemency 
of the season, and the almost impassable condition of the 
roads during much of the winter, rendered these duties exceed- 
ingly laborious. But he was not one of those who much 
regarded exposures of this kind. If it ever occurred at all, it 
must have been very rarely, that ho was seen with an umbrella 
over his head to protect him either from beat or i-ain. Even 
when quite aged, he would rise long before day, and set out 
upon a journey, in the coldest weather, and very often with- 
out even taking the precaution to button his overcoat. He 
was partioularly faithful in visiting the sick, and bad many 
calls of this kiad to attend to among his own people and 
others. Until quite disqualified by age, he was vei'y punctual 
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in hiB atteadmoe upon Ihe meetings rf hit Piesbjteiy, and 
of tte Sjtiod aiil m these oouite hia zeal in the cause of 
truth, fempLr 1 la it was hj kindness, hi? leadinosa in form- 
ing a coiibi,! opinion upon the merits cf questions, the clew- 
aess with which he was able to expies? himselt, and his 
jeouliir tilent for expjsmg wrong doings, renleied him a 
most useful memhei Tor more than forty yeais ifter his 
oidinition, he nc¥ei failed attending the meetings of Synod, 
whether neai or remote, except onte or at most twice, when 
pioYidcnti dly hindered The last meeting he ittendcd was 
at Allegheny, in 1852, aad his infirmities at that time obliged 
him to return home before the close of the session. His 
salary was small, the journeys frequently tedious and expen- 
sive, but such was his interest in the cause of Christ, that he 
could not feel satisfied to neglect the meetings of the courts 
of hia house, when it was at all practicable to attend. 

In the sixteenth year of his ministry he was called to a 
post of increased responsibility. la 1819, Dr. Anderson, 
owing to the infirmities of age, felt the necessity of resigning 
tlie professorship of theology, which he had held for abont 
twenty -fiTC yeara. His resignation being accepted, the Synod 
at their nest meeting, at Huntingdon, 1820, agreed to estab- 
lish two seminaries, to be called the Eastern and Western. 
The Rev. John Banks, D. D., was nnanimoualy elected pro- 
fessor of the Eastern Seminary, and the election of a professor 
of the "Western was postponed till the next meeting at Pitts- 
burgh, when the western members would be more generally 
present. At this meeting, 1821, though another candidate 
was named beside him. Dr. Itamsey was elected by a lai'ge 
majority; and in the ensuing winter entered upon the duties 
of his new ofBce, being at this time fifty years of age. This 
post, in connection with bis pastoral duties in a large congre- 
gation, no part of which he remitted, rendered his subsequent 
life very laborious. To his other offices was added the pro- 
fessorship of Hebrew in Jefferson College, which howeTer did 
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not occupy mueli of his time and attention. The Doctor at 
this time resided on a faiia about a mile from Canonahurg, 
and read lectnrea to his students at his own honae, and in 
consequence of his situation ho was obliged to receive all or 
most of the students into his house as boarderg. They had 
thus not only the advantage of his public instructions, but of 
his excellent example and jnatruotive conversation in private, 
which was by no means inconsiderable. It is well known 
that his remarks in private, made in his own peculiar way, 
wore highly entertaining and uaeful In some instances they 
have been known tn produce on the mind^ of joung men 
jmpre'saiono causmj^ a happy chdnge in their whole course of 
life It was by one of these remaaks, senou'j in impoit, but 
made m eomcthing of i jesting mannei. that tho lato Rev 
D was cured of a tendeuoy to extessive libeialism m his 
religious views, *nd the cure pioved to be thoiongh and per- 
manent The conversation at the table among tho young 
men, chiefly college student*), had turned upon a late revival 
which had taken pla«e at Baltimore. The Doctor, who had 
for some time been silent, at last inquired about the people 
who were the subjects of it. One of the young men, a Pres- 
byterian by profession, replied that he believed they were 
chiefly Methodists. "Oh !" said the Doctor, "I am glad to 
hear of a revival, and especially among the Methodists; we 
know that some of their doctrines are erroneous, and no doubt, 
when a revival takes place among them, they wUl renounce 
their errors. I hope," added he, " they have all joined the 
Presbyterian Church." The young man, considerably con- 
fused, was obliged to admit that they had not. The Doctor 
pursued the conversation no further, but it at least led Mr. 
C. into a train of reflections which had au important influence 
upon his future course of life. The late Rev, Professor K, 
also attributed to Dr. Ramsey his first serious impressions. 
He had lived iu the neglect of religion, and perhaps was some- 
what more than commonly careless about spiritual things, till, 



i..,Goo^lf 



EIOOEAPHIOAL SKETCH OF DE. EAMSEY. 

while a student in the college, lie lieoaiiie a boarde 

Doctor's family. Here the example, prayers, and 

tion of the Doclior convincecl him that there were & truth, 

power, and excellence in religion which he had not hefora 

perceivoA 

Aft tlie number of the students inoreased, the hoarding of 
so many became oppressive to Mrs. Eamaey, and tho Doctor 
removed from his farm into Canonahurg. He a!ao added to 
the house which he had purchased an apartment built at his 
own expense for the use of the students. Still a number of 
them continued to board with him, but liis situation now freed 
him from the necessity of taking more than suited the con- 
venience of his family. After the death of Dr. Bants, in 
1826, the Synod agreed, in 1828, to unite the two theological 
tieminaries 5 in 18S0 they fixed upon Canonsburg as tho pla*e, 
and tho next year elected Dr. Ramsey professor in the united 
institution. At this time the Synod engaged in the erection 
of a suitable building for the seminary, which was completed 
about the year 1834. The site selected was a beautiful one, 
on a level traeb of ground half a mile west of the village. 
The building was sufficiently large and substantial, but not 
well arranged, nor constructed with good taste. Soon after 
this the congregation found it necessary to erect a new church, 
instead of the old and delapidated stone building which had 
been occupied for about fifty years by the Doctor and his pre- 
decessors. This new church the Doctor and his congregation 
entered in tho beginning of the year 1836. Some years before 
this the Synod agreed to establish a second professorship, 
which however was not actually filled till the winter of this 
year. As this professorship embraced branches of study not 
taught by the Doctor, it did not materially lessen hia labors, 
he continued to attend to the duties of his professorship till 
the meeting of the Synod at Washington, 1841, when he 
gave notice of his intention to resign. This was in confor- 
mity with a resolution adopted by him long before. Having 
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noticeJ that public men when fai ubi in(,ed in years, and 
failed both in 1 ody and mind, wnuld often din^ witli childish 
fondneR? to an office for which they had become totally unfit, 
he htJ formed and often exjrwmLd hn resolution, that if he 
wre spared in life, and retained m oflice till the i^e of seT- 
euty, he would then resign He had made a Lind of cove- 
nant with himself to pay no regaid to his opinion on this 
subject it Boventy, but fo aot locoiding to hia previous judg- 
ment and resolution There wis indeed no perceptible failure 
of hi^ mind at this tune, and but little fui years aftei'wards. 
To the very close of his life, with occasional esceptions, caused 
by bodily debility, he retained in an uncommon degree his 
judgment, his memory, and the life and energy of his earlier 
years. Yet he considered it best to adhere to his resolution, 
and agreeably to the notice given at Washington, he presented 
the resignation of his office to the Synod at Xenia, 1842. 
His resignation was accepted, and the Synod testified by a 
resolution their " sense of the high obligations they were 
under to him for hia long and faithful seiTicea as professor." 
He still continued in hia pastoral relation, and was able for 
several years more to attend to all his ministerial duties. 
Instead of any failure, it seemed as if his zeal and power in 
preaching the gospel inoreasod with his years. Some of the 
sermons preached towards the last of his days were of uncom- 
mon excellence, and were delivered with great fervor of epirit. 
He felt himself, and made his he'vrers feel that he was speak- 
ing as one upon the brink of the eternal world. In June, 
1849, owing to his increasing intimities he felt it necessary 
to urge the acceptance of the le ignation of his pastoral charge, 
which had been previously offered, but the consideration of 
which had been delayed b> the Presbyterj in compliance with 
a petition from the congregation. They had requested the 
continuance of the pastoral relation, and that arrangements 
might be made for the supply of his pulpit, so far as hia 
declining health might render necessary. At the time referred 
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to, lie lioweycr urged tho aeeeptanoe of his resignation, and 
was aocordin^y released from liis charge. The congregation, 
in signifying their acquiescence, testified their iiigh apprecia- 
tion of his long and faithful services among them. He had 
been their pastor for something more than forty-four years. 
Ho had never spared himself in his labors among them. He 
had been with them as a sympathizing friend, a wise counselor, 
and an able comforter in ail their troubles. The reputa^ 
tion of many of liia people for intelligenoe and piety had long 
borno honorable testimony to the faithfulness of his instrao- 
tiona. The larger portion of them had been brought up under 
his ministry from their youth. He had buried their fathers. 
He had in many Cisea biiptined and. married parents and their 
children after them. He Iiad been as a father among them, 
focliiig any injurious reflections cast upon them, or any evil 
befalling them, as a parent would feel in like cases for a child. 
And, notwithstanding the occurrence of some things trying 
to his affections, he cherished to the last the liveliest interest 
in their welfare. It would bo strange, and far from a favora- 
ble indication of the religious character of a people, if such 
t man should not be long hold in the most honorable and 
grateful remembrance. 

Some time after resigning his professorship the Doctor 
returned to the farm which he had left for the sake of the 
students, and continued to reside on it till about eighteen 
months before his death, when he and Mrs. Ramsey, becoming 
too frail to attend to their domestic afiairs, removed to Frank- 
fort, and resided with their son-in-law, Dr. M'Elwoc, near the 
scenes of the Doctor's youth, tho abodes of many of his rela- 
tives, and the grave of his father, beside whom, .during the 
last years of his life, he had repeatedly expressed his desire 
to be interred. Ho still continued, though in his eighty- 
fourth year, to exercise his ministry occasionally in the pnlpit 
of his Bon-in-law ; and though feeble in body, was still cheer- 
ful and even lively iu conyersation. Three weeks before his 
23 
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death, he was ttkea with cholera morbus wKca about (o liff 
down foi the Bij,ht Ho was ablo to bo up lu tho juoining, 
but oomjUmed of headiche, oBd appoar^d yory dull aad 
feeble. Aft«i a few daja he pg oYered fioai this attack, but 
wasted away uudet aa lofiimity jrom which he had suffered 
for matiy yeais On the last Sabbath of Fehruaty, whioli 
proved to he t very severe day, he aittendeiJ cbarch and in 
common with many others took a cold, which readered him 
exceedingly hoarse. On Thursday morning he arose somewhat 
better, and Mr. Duncan, a gentleman from Pittsburghj being 
a visitor in the family, he joined m converaation, aad was 
quite lively and cheerful. But between nine and ten o'clock 
of that forenoon, he was seized with a chill followed by fever, 
which soon proatrsted him both in body aad nriud, and ooca 
sioned some aippyehensions of immediate death. On Saturday 
morning about the same time of day, he had another attack 
of the same kind, and became unnbie to speak iBtelligibly, 
He continued to sink rapidly till five o'clock Sabbath moro- 
ing, when the family were called together to witness his death. 
It was thought lio would not live till the houi- of public wor- 
ship, but about nine o'clock he revived, and appeared pretty 
clear in his miud, and more vigorous in body throughout the 
remainder of that day and the following night. On Monday 
morning he appeared more dull, and without any known cause, 
at nine or ten o'clock he became visibly worse, and, in despite 
of stimulants, eontinued to siak, till at five o'clocli, Tuesday 
morning, March 6th, when he breathed his last. He lacked 
but a few days of having completed his eighty-fourth year. 
On the Sabbath morning immediately preceding his departure, 
he called for the reading of lea. xlvi., in which that precious 
promise occurs, " A»d even to your old age I am He, and 
even to hoar haira will I carry yon," Sk. The friend who 
has communicated these particulars of his last illness, baa 
not related any thing of the exercise of Dr. Eamsey's mind 
in the immediate view of death ; and it is very probable that 
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awing to the feeble ajid waadering state of his mind, lie waa 
unfitted for mucli eonTeraation. Besides, liad it teen other- 
wise, it would not be iaconsistent with the Doctor's general 
cliaraoter to suppose that he said hut little ob this subject 
His modesty appeared ia his religion as well as in. every thing 
«lse. For seyeral years he had beee calmly awaiting his dis- 
cbarge, and spoke of it frequently and freely, and with the 
almost quietade and eonteatmeat of mind, even as he would 
have apok^i of a journey homewards ; but he was so for from 
a spirit of boastiiiig, that he even seemed to be altogetlier 
reserved in respect to his own reli^ous esperionce. He had 
evidently made himself familiar with death, and was prepared 
to meet him, not as an enemy, hat as a welcome mDBSenger 
of Christ, His holy life was better evidence of preparation 
tlian any death-bed professions. 

On the Thursday after his decease, his mortal part was laid in 
the gravo-yard of the Associate coagregatioii of Frankfort. 
Notice of the tiiae of hia fimeral had not reached his late 
congregation in eeaaon; otherwise, no doubt, a large number 
of them, Eotwithatandiag the distance, bad weather, and bad 
roads, woald have attended. 

The reader may easily infer from the preceding sketch of 
Dr. Samsey's life, that ke was a man of more than common 
excellence, and may also perceive what man> of hii partiou- 
liir excellencies were. Yet it is hoped thit it will neithei be 
without interest or profit, to exhibit some of the traits of his 
character more fully thaa could well be done m the mere 
detail of the events of his life. 

Some of these traits of character were strikingly exhibited 
jH his countenance and general appearance. He was quite 
tall and slender, and not altogether graceful in his movements, 
bixt it is rarely that a countenance meets our view Ja which 
ari* indicated, with such distinctness, and in such agreeable 
harmony, (juickness of discernment, mildness of temper, 
affcrtioanteness of dispositiun, and contentment of mind. 
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Few peraons, eyen in their joutli, have couatenatioes so little 
marked with the lines of care, anxiety, and passion, aa he 
had, even in extreme old age. Little children, of whom he 
was very fond, weie attracted to him at once by the kindnef« 
and cheerfulness so apparent in the expression of his counte- 
nance, in his conversation and whole deportment. There 
were also blended with these indications, sueh setionaness and 
gravity, as ensured respect and gave force to his ministry. 

The Doctor had a natural amiahleness of disposition which 
had been much improved by grace. la some the chief 
wort of grace appeai'8 to be to contend with corruptiona, and 
its power and excellence appear in the victory gained over 
them. In him there seemed less for grace to effect in this 
way than in ordinary cases. His mind did not appear so 
much like a field grown over with thorns and briars, to bo 
rooted out before the good seed could be sown, as like a field 
ready to receive at once the good seed and bring forth fruit. 
A singular remark once made by an acquaintance may be quo- 
ted here, as indicating the opinion entertained of the Doctor's 
natural disposition. la a company where his character had 
become the subject of conversation, and much was said in 
praise of his many excellencies, to the surprise of every one, 
a young man remarked that he did not think the Doctor had 
any virtue at all. When asked to explain himself, he observed 
that virtue was generally considered as consisting in the sti-ng- 
gles of a man's better part against his corruptions. " Now," 
said he, " I don't believe that Dr. Eamsey has any corruptions 
to contend with." No doubt the Doctor had different 
thoughts of himself, and had grounds for them. But though 
depravity be inherent ia all, it has different degrees of power, 
and in few did its natural power appear to be weaker than in 

In his intercourse with society he always showed himself, as 
to aU the substantial qualities of that character, to be a true 
gentleman. He was not, as has been admitted, distinguished 
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his movementB. In. this respect lie 
appeared, both in tlie pulpit and jn the parlor, to have no 
thought of his personal appearance. His mincl was too much 
engaged about other things. Yet few could be compared to 
him in their talents for entertainiag and instractire conversa- 
tion. His mind Was not only well stored with religious truth, 
but well informed on almost every subject of importance. 
He was not disposed to engross the conversation, or direct 
attention to himself, bat m his own modest way, could express 
Ilia mind freely and appropriately on all common topics. Ho 
was not rude, dogmatical, or overbearing, but remarkably 
affectionate, and ever ready to yield all due deference to 
others. While he abhorred duplicity and flattery, he was yet 
careful not causelessly to wound the feelings of any ; but 
ra.ther to say things which wonld be agreeable and useful. 
His friendships were warm, almost unbounded : and though 
Le was capable of dislike, ho know tow to treat even an 
enemy with decent courtesy. In a word, if the reader will 
turn to Kom. xii : 9-21, he will .there find the truest and beat 
rules of politeness ever penned; and few individuals ever 
lived up to these rules more faithfully than Dr. Eamsej. 
The consequence of this was, that he was always a most 
welcome guest in tho houses of his acquaintances ; ho was 
nsually the centre of attraction in the social circles with 
which he mingled, and his society was courted equally by 
young and old, rich and poor. 

Perhaps no trait in his character was more prominent, more 
oniveraally admitted and admired, than his strict unbending 
integiifcy. In this respect it would he hard to find his equal, 
and it is believed it would be impossible to find his superior. 
Such was his reputation for honesty and integrity, that not 
long before liia death a gentleman of the highest staading in 
the county remarked, in reference to a question affecting his 
character for veracity, that if Dr. Eamsey were convicted of 
falsehood, ho could never again believe liim«pll'. His honesty 
23* 
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in his deaJinga was such ttat persons wiio could not compre- 
head his conscieutiousness were ready to accuse him of sim- 
plicity, Eew could be aa watchful to take the advantage of 
others in a bargain aa he was to avoid it. He has been often 
known at auctions to bid up articles where there was ao com- 
petition, through an unwUlingneBs to obtain thera under their 
true value. A gentleman who had aold or traded away a 
horse for the Doctor, came to him and boasted that he had 
gained for him an advantage of ten dollars, supposing that 
this would be highly gratifying. The Doctor never siguified 
whether he was pleased or not, but upon the first oppoitunity 
quietly handed over tpn dollars to the peison supposed to be 
the loser in the baigiin Not long before his death, findmg 
himself unable to ride oo horseback, an exercise of whuh he 
had always bcon paiticulaily fond, he proposed his hoise foi 
sale. The animal was somewhat aged, but still sound, vigor- 
ous, and in good oondition~-(the Doctor's horses were always 
well kept.) A friend to whom ho had intrusted this business 
being asked by a gentleman the price of the horse, replied, 
forty dollars. The horse was without any hesitation purchased 
for this sum. Soon afterwards the gentleman met the Doctor 
in the street and mentioned the purchase he had made. 
" Ah," says the Dootor, "yoii can't have the horse at that 
price." The purchaser, not a little surprised at the refusal, 
reminded the Doctor that this was all that had been demanded. 
" True," said the Doctor, " but I can't sell him for forty dol- 
lars ; you may, however, have him, if you choose, for twenty- 
five." It is hoped the reader will excuse these anecdotes, as 
they serve better to illustj^te iJie Doctor's character than 
whole pages of abstract description. Many others of the 
same kind might be repeated, exhibiting the .same starling 
honesty for which he was, throughout all his life aed in alj 
his transactions, so eminently distinguished. 

In connectioa with this may be noticed his disregjird of 
wealth ; his indiiference in this respect, if not indulged eves 
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to a fault in himself, was certainly ia somn, eases tlie occasion 
of faults in others. It encouraged imposition. He was far 
from being ignorant of worldly things. He knew even better 
than the moat of men what was just and proper in worldly 
t i(.f h k w w 11 th wh h w d f d d 

b t w tld th 1 in t t 1 t th t d 1 

I pi dp fttkltgflm tl 

dl p rngthttm ght h d with mp ty 

Itwlbtyfwt h dt I 

th m f d d 1 th t t p mpt d 

t t wh h th 1 f m y Id h m d 

h m I th !y p t t 1 t y 1 had 1 f& 1 

t t t d with I 1 g f h f ly b t th 1 1 

g d t hb 1 ty tt d d h d t th m d 

f h 1 f th h t wh t w ill g lly b ga 1 d 

hm hhdtly mpt ht bd 

H 1 y w m 11 ly t fl $300 p m 

mf frm ffi tt 11 thifmlybtbythp 

1 t m g t f M Ram y wh p d th w 11 
th p t h Ipp 1 lym tf h ?y m 

f wh t h 1 t d thi h h by th ase th 

1 f h p p ty wh h h h d aequi 1 1 by th 
m Pd 1 dhtlthhl ghd 

tp Ihw lytsp lb riUy f wh t 

thLdhI h "Uh Ifdjfssh ced 

an addition to his salary of 8300 per annum from the Syuod : 
a large portion of this, however, was expended in oontribu- 
tions to aid the Synod in the erection of a suitable building 
for the seminary, and in other public benefactions. Ha 
always, through au excess of modesty, opposed any movement 
of his oongregation to increase hia salary, although their 
ability so far exceeded what they paid, that some of them 
frankly acknowledged that they had felt for years as if guilty 
of stealing preaching, what they gave being so nearly nothing 
at all. At the time of his resigning his professorship in the 
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seminary and the salary ooancoted witli it, to even opposed a 
small increase of hia salary from the congregation, though, in 
this instance his opposition was not successful. We may add 
the following illuHtration of the Doctor's indifference about 
the world, and of hia generosity of disposition. About the 
year 1821, artioles of produce were reduced to an exceedingly 
low value ; wheat was only twenty-five cents a hushel, flour 
one dollar per harrel in Pittsburgh. To relieve the poor of 
hia congregation, the Doctor announced, and to save the feel- 
ings of the poor announced without making any discrimina- 
tion, that he would receive, at the mill in Canonsburg, wheat 
at fifty cents per bushel, in payment of salary. The conse- 
quence was that his granary was soon filled and overflowing. 
Several times when the congregation had fallen behind in 
their payments, he forgave their arrearages. These, however, 
they in a very honorable spirit, liquidated by a donation of 
equal value a few years before the resignation of his charge. 

Dr. Kamsey was very celebrated for a peculiar kind of wit, 
which derived much of its power from his gravity, and was 
so far from detracting from his ministerial character and use- 
fulness, that it rather added to both. His wit was altogether 
remote from levity ; neither was he addicted to malicious and 
biting sarcasm ; but he abounded in a species of wit of the 
most innocent and inofiensive character. His remarks were 
. often so unexpected, attered with so much apparent serious- 
ness, and exhibited things in such a ridiculous light, that 
their power in provoking laughter was altogether irresistible. 
Something of his wit often appeared in the pulpit, but so 
restrained and connected with his seriousness, that it seldom 
if ever had any tendency to produce a smile, but often smote 
upon the conscience with great power. As an example of 
this may be mentioned a remark made ia a sermon preached 
not many years before his decease. He had heard, as was 
thought, an unfavorable report respecting some young people 
whose parents were members of the church, aad took c 
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without any alluaion to individuals, to describe in a tctj- 
striking manner their course of conduct, and its oonsequea«ies. 
He closed by observing that sneh young persons were in the 
broad way that leadeth to destruction; "Yes," said he, 
" going to the pit as fast as their feet can carry them ; unless," 
he added, as if oorreoting himself, " they take Judas's road." 
He often introduced observations of this kind in a manner ao 
unexpected and yet so appropriate, that the heaters were at 
the same time agreeably surprised and powerfully impressed. 
He seldom preached without saying something which either 
in itself, OF in the peculiar and pointed way in which he 
uttered it, was calculated to take a firm hold of the conscience, 
and eseite serious reflections. To borrow one of his own 
expressions, sometimes used respecting the performances of 
others, " His sermons had teeth." 

Something haa been said already of the Doctor's eoEverea- 
tional powers, which were much beyond the common standard. 
His power of discrimination and independence of mind, ren- 
dered hia views of many things singularly just and original ; 
and these he was accustomed to express in a brief and pointed 
way, often including in a single remark the substance of what 
others would have expanded into a long dissertation. For 
Instance, the subject of conversation being eoolesiastica! estab- 
lishments, he observed, that though he had read many very 
plausible arguments in their favor, one thing had always 
appeared to him against them, — they had never worked well. 
In remarking upon a book relating to the proprieties of cleri- 
cal manners, he observed that it was an excellent work, and 
calculated to bo useful; "but," added he, " Thomas Boston 
would never have written it." He was of late years appre- 
hensive that judgments were impending over our country, and 
having heard that one of the most pious members of his con- 
gregation was at the point of death, he inquired respecting 
him, and being told that he was recovering, " I am glad of 
it," said he, " I hope Methusalah will not be taken away yet," 



i..,Goo^lf 



274 HISTGEY OF JErFERhON COLLEGE. 

referring to the opinion that the flood was not to come till 
Methusalah'a death. A student proposing himself for the 
stndy of theology, whose mind was ton much nccupied about 
matters of drcsa, having inquired of him what dresa he thought 
most suitable for a atudent, he very gravely recommended to 
him the long jacket of humility. Another youth of a very 
different spirit, haviag asked him whether he thought it coh- 
eistent in Christians to indulge in laughter, he replied, that 
he thought it about equally criminal with sneezing. This 
Waa said ia a way so droll, that if laughter were sinful, the 
remark proved a sad stumbling block to the company. A lady 
in one of our eastern cities Laving observed to the Doctor 
that she had understood that our miaisters in the Weet were 
not favorable to Sabbath Schools, he assured her that this was 
a great mistake. " We," said ho, " endeavor to have a Sab- 
bath School in every family of the congregation." Many 
remarks of this kind are still reooUeeted by the Doctor's 
acquaintances, which, if tlicy could be collected ioto a volume, 
would not compare unfavorably with other books of table talk 
whicK have found their way to the public. 

As a preacher the Doctor would not be ranked among the 
most popular by a certain olass, though by some of the best 
judges he was considered as one of the greatest orators. He 
undoubtedly possessed many and great exoelleneieB. His gen- 
eral acceptability when commencing his ministry is evident 
not only from the number of the calls which he received, but 
from the respectable character of the congregations giving 
them. Three of these at least were at this time among the 
most numerous, intelligent, and pious congregations of the 
Associate Church, As ho advanced in years, his application 
to study, and the increase of his religious experience rendered 
Lis ministerial labors still more valuable. The fii-st impres- 
sion with strangers was seldom favorable. He spoke slowly, 
though without any painful embarrassment. His style was 
plain, and his manner not altogether graceful. But after a 
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little familiarity with bis marmcr, tho bearer not onlj became 
roconeiled to it, but it seemed eveB to add to tho effect of bia 
preaching. It was obvioiis to every one that he bad no 
thought of what be was doing with his hands or feet, or how 
be appearsd in the eyes of the people — that hia whole soul 
was engaged in hia Master's work. Though slow, and not at 
all boisterous in Bpealting, he was always earnest, sometimes 
burning with zeal. The method of his sermons was clear and 
logical. Hia subjects remarkably apprffpriate to the oocaaiou. 
His illustyatioas were scriptural, and often exceedingly perti- 
nent and striking. He generally comprehended much in a 
few words, bo that those who looked more to the tbougbts 
thaa the volubility of the speaker, had no canse for weariness. 
Ho would weary intelligent people less by a sermon of an 
hour and a half than many rapid speakers would in half an 
hour. Looking merely at the thoughts, be would say more 
in a few minutes than many would say in a whole day, or 
perhaps in all their lifetime. 

He bad a just perception of things and a lively imagina- 
tion, and hence excelled particularly in description. He made 
a frequent and unusually happy use of the figure called Per- 
sonijiealion. His example was once quoted by the Professor 
of RbetiOrie in Jefferson College to illustrate this figure ; with 
the observation that a distinguished member of Congress, 
who happened to hear him in passing through the viDage, 
had spoken of him as one of the few pulpit orators be had 
ever heard. Some of hia deacriptiona, though they could not 
now be given in hia own worda or accompanied with his man- 
ner, will be long remembered by the bearers. Such, for 
instance, is his account of the descent of Moses from the 
mount, to which be on one occasion referred at the close of 
the dispenaation of the Supper, expressing to the people bis 
fear that, like Israel at that time, some of them would soon 
be found singLug and dancing about the goHen calf, applying 
his remarks to the sin of inordinately seeking after wealth 
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He has heen known to give a moat life-like picture of worship 
as observed in some families at a late hour in tlie evening, 
making the hearers to imagine that they could almost see 
some of the children in bed, and the rest of the family ready 
to drop asleep, the father taking his seat by the Bible, and 
after yawning over it, looks out a psalm, singing a few verses, 
then hurrying through a chapter, and going to his knees to 
repeat over the same old prayer — the wife snoring in one cor- 
ner and the children in another, and then as soon as the ser- 
vice was over all tumbling into bed without so much as a 
thonght about what had been sung or read or prayed. On 
one occasion, when speaking of the approach of death, and 
warning people that it might be sudden, he observed that 
many lived in the confident anticipation that this approach 
would be gradual, so that there would be abundance of time 
to prepare; that death would come to them like a traveler 
who would just make his appearance at the end of the lane, 
and whom they would see riding up at a slow pace towards 
the house. Aftor awhile they would see him alighting and 
fastening his horse; then making his way to the house, 
opening the gate, and coming through the yard ; then again 
they would hear him inocking at the door, and knocking 
again and again before he would enter. In this way they 
thought he would come rather than as a thief in the night. 

Among the last times that he preached at Chartiers, he 
introduced the services of tho day with a few remarks on 
Pb. xviii ; the hint leading to which he mentioned as bor- 
rowed from BrUtherford, but the manner of exhibiting the 
truth was evidently his own. He observed, in substance, 
that it was with the children of Glod, as it was in our families 
when a child was siok. Everything in our bouses must be 
regulated with a lefetence to the sick child till it is recovered. 
Business must be suspended, quiet must be observed, servants 
sent here and tbeie, physicians must be called, nurses employed, 
some must be running up staus, some down. Nothing else 
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JB regarded compared with, tke aafety and comfort of tkat 
child. Just 80, said he, it is in the case of G-od's children 
when any of tUem is in trouble. The earth is made to trem- 
ble, the foundations of the hills are moved, the heavens are 
bowed, the Lord himself comes down, the clouds are gathered 
aud again dispersed, the thunders roar, the channels of the 
waters are seen, the foundations of the world discovered— all 
the elements are put in eommotiou, and all the proceedings of 
G-od in his kiagdom are managed with a reference to the case 
of that child, till he is delivered. When he described the 
management of the house where there was a sick child, one 
could Jiardlj avoid imagining himself in the midst of the 
scene, so strongly did it appear impressed on the mind of the 
speaker, and so vividly was it portrayed. 

Another peculiarity in his preaching was the method which 
he often employed to gain and fix the attention of his hear- 
ers. He would, without any appearance of having studied 
this as an art, begin with some remarks, the particular object 
of which the hearers wonld not readily perceive. After he 
had excited their curiosity as to his design, fixed their atten- 
tion, and prepared the way, be would make the application to 
the purpose intended so unexpectedly and so appropriately, 
that they were taken by sui-prise, and convinced almost before 
tliey were aware of it. He seemed in this to have copied the 
spirit without following the form of some of our Saviour's 
parables. 

Upon a Sabbath which happened to be the first day of the 
year, the Doctor read for bis text, John iii : 16, " For God so 
loved the world, that he gave bis ouly-begotten Son," &c. ; 
and after looking around for awhile upon the congregation, 
as his habit was, be commenced by observing that this was 
New Year's day, and then enlarged upon the practice of mak- 
ing it a time for giving gifts. After keeping the minds of 
the people for some time in suspense, as to the connexion of 
such remarks with the solemn work of the ministry, he added, 
24 
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that the test revealed to as the greatest and hest of all gifts — 
G-od's gift of his onlj-begottca Son, 

The subjects on which he delighted tfl dwell were tliose 
which constitute the snbstance and life of the gospel : the love 
of God in giving his feon, the all-snfficienoy of Christ in his 
righteousness and grace, the ^itt of him to sinners as such in 
the gospel, the duty of appropriating faith, and the believer's 
deliverance from the law t H Id m y id 
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appeared generally to regard one of Dr. Ramsey's prayers aa 
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the greatest of all servicea wliieli could lie rendered to them 
in this world. He seemed not only to have a peculiar powar 
to carry his fellow worshipers with him to a throne of grace, 
but to hriag away something for their profit and consolation. 
He was often sent for in eases of sickness, not only by the 
members of his congregation, but by strangers, and even by 
such aa had previously professed but little regard for his 
ministry. There was no one whose conversation and prayers 
were moro valued than his in cases of this kind. 

Though noted for his strict adherence to his religious p;-v 
fession, he was far from being uncharitable tnawards those 
whose creeds differed from his. He lovod the image of Christ 
wherever he could find any traces of it; he rejoiced in the 
prosperity of all parts of his kingdom, and spoke of the satis- 
faction which was sometimes manifested by the mombera of 
one denomination in hearing of some evil befalling another, 
as one of the surest indications of the want, or at least the 
weakness, of grace. In hia private interconrse with hia breth- 
ren of other ehnrohes, while faithful to his own profession, 
he was not forward to enter into controversy, or eay offensive 
thinga ; and in his public ministrations, when his subjects 
led him to speak of opinions and usages which he condemned, 
he did so in such a spirit that no reasonable person could be 
displeased. He was accustomed to inculcate upon students 
and young preachers a respectful treatment of such as diifered 
from them, observing that there was little prospect of con- 
vincing men by causelessly wounding their feelings and insult- 
ing their judgments. As the consequence of this course of 
conduct, he secured the esteem and good will of all good men, 
and even the respect of bad men. No minister of the Asso- 
ciate Church had a better reputation either in it or out of it. 
Every one was ready to rise up in his defence, and to repel 
indignantly any attack made upon his character. 

As a professor of theology his department was didactic 
theology and Hebrew. In teaching theology his custom waa 
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on alternate days to read a sliort lecture, and oateehiae the 
studenta on the subject of it. Tlie latter of these exeroises 
was what he chiefly depended on for infonning their minds. 
He had no amhitioa to make to himself a naine by an affec- 
tation of originality, or the introduction of novelties. With 
powers of judgment and discrimination, with an imagination 
and ingenuity snfSeient to have raised him to a liigh rank 
among those having the reputation of original thinkers, he 
was content to travel in the old and safe way in which others 
had gone before him. He was firmly attached to the system 
of truth derived from the Bible by the first Keformers and 
their immediate eueeessors. He was thoroughly familiar with 
it, and very capable of teaching it in a clear and comprehen- 
sive manner. In the Hebrew he was in a great measure self- 
taught, never having proceeded muoh if anything beyond the 
first principles of the language tUl his election as professor. 
But considering his age at this time, and the multiplicity of 
his labors, it was rather remarkable that he made such pro- 
gress in this branch of business as he did, So far as known 
there were no complaints of his incompctenoy in teaching it. 
He excelled as a critic upon the performances of the students, 
having a quick discernment of any thing amiss in the doc- 
trines aduaneed, the plans of their sermons, their style, and 
general character as speakers. Still he had not an eye merely 
for their faults, but could see and commend what was worthy 
of praise. In pointing out faults ho was not asually severe, 
but sometimes could not refrain from the indulgence of hia 
wit, and raising a laugh at the expense of the young men. 
Yet in doing fhii there was evidently no intention to give 
offence, and geneialJynjne was taken Theitanlmgof those 
ministers who prosecuted their studies under him i^ generally 
such as to reflect no discredit upr n then teacher 

There were many traits in the ohaiactei of "Dr. Ramsey 
which may easily be mfeiied from tho=e mentioned; such as 
his afFcotionatenes" in his family in l towards his friends, his 
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hospitality to friends and atoangers, his prudence and hia 
uncomplaining spirit. Although he felt keenly, he had a 
wonderful control over himself, and would seem almost indif- 
ferent to troubles, by which his spirit waa overwhelmed, and 
his eyes held wating ia the night season. If some affairs 
hrought before the Presbytery of Chartiers, a few weeks before 
his death, in which he and his family were deeply interested, 
did not hasten his end, they at least caused that his gi-oy hairs 
were brought down with Borrow to the grave. 

[That which coDstitnted his greatest excellence, and which 
is to him now, and will aoon be found by us all in our own 
cases, to be the most xitLportant of attainments, waa hia sincere 
and ardent piety. No man was less disposed to make a parade 
of his religion; no man less needed to do it. His piety 
shone forth ao clearly in his whole life, that it could not he 
hid ; it waa a piety not in word, but in deed and in truth. 
Like all members of the human family he had his, infirmities, 
but they were neither numerous nor glaring. It has been 
said of some that even their faults lean to virtue's side. It 
might be said of Dr. Ramsey, that hia chief faulta conaiated 
in the excess of his viitues. His modesty, hia indifference 
to the world, his forbearance, and his friendships were some* 
times carried to an extreme, 

Sach was hia humble estimate of himself, that he never 
could be prevailed upon to become an author. It is not 
known that he ever penned any thing for publication beyond 
a short presbyterial report, or aomething of this kind ; and 
even in these cases, he was only driven to it by necessity, 
His method of preparing aerraona was to write an outline, 
pretty full so far as related to the ideas to bo advanced, but 
as to the language, containing only hints, intelligible to him- 
self, but not generally to others. It is not probable that he 
has left any thing ia a state suitable for publication. But as 
hia manner of speaking was very distinct and deliberate, some 
of his students and others of his friends occasionally took 
24* 
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notes of hia sermons ; and it is possible that a volume, or at 
least some specimens of tUent, may yet be prepared for the 

Although Dr. Eamsey was spared to a great age, gave very 
clear evidence of his preparation to leave the world, and was 
not called away till the days of his aetive nsefulneas wero 
ended, the cturoh in which he ministered, and the church at 
large, have reason to lament the loss of his example and his 
prayers. Such men atill fill the ofSce of Moses, who stood 
in the breach and turned away the anger of the Jjoi-d ; and 
we may well moum over their removal, and say, " Help, Lord, 
for the godly man ceaseth, and the faithful fail from among 
the children of men," 
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REV. ABRAHAM ANDERSON, D D. 

Professor of Didaolio TLoology ia tho Associate Seminarj, at Lanon'iburg 

Washington oounty. Pa.; also Profesaor of Langoagos in Joffor. 

BOQ OollBge, Itom Saptamlier, 1818, to Soptflmbor, 1821 

end Professor Bstia. of Hebrow in Jsabraon 

College, from Doconibor, 1862, Ull 

his deotli, May, 1855. 

BY BEV. W. M. M'ELWEB. 



The parents of Dr. Anderson, (Abratam Anderson and 
Iilbabeth Chesnutt,) were born in Ireland, but in what county 
is not known. They were united in marriage during tiie 
period of our Eeyolutionary struggle, and emigrated to Amer- 
ica shortly after the renewal of amicable relations between 
the United States and the mother country. Having arrived 
in the United States about 1784, they took up their abode in 
Cumberland county, Pennsylvania, and there they continued 
to reside tiil 1805 or 1806. All, or nearly all, of their chil- 
dren, (five sons and three daughters,) were born in that county ; 
Abraham, their second son and third child, waa bona in Kcvt- 
viJle, a small village of Cumberland county, on the 7th day 
of December, 1789. 

As ia generally the case with emigrants from the old world, 
Mr. Anderson, when ho reached the United States, vms in 
very limited circumstances, but by the blessing of the Lord 
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npoii his honest lahors, hia worldly coaditii^n impioied fiom 
year to year. On removing from Uumhi-rlanJ :,ounty, m 
1805 or 1806, to Washington county, m 'Wcatern Pennajhi- 
nia, he was able to secure a amal! firm — thit on whiLh the 
Rby. Matthew Henderson spent his last diysj — md on this 
tract, hallowed by the piety of hia predecesaoi, he apent the 
remainder of his years, not in splendid afSaenee, but In p!enty 
of all things. 

To secure the stated dispensation of word and ordinances 
in their purity, so that his own soul might be continually 
edified and hia fiimily trained np in the nurture and admoni- 
tion of the Lord, was Mr. Anderson's great object in remov- 
ing to the West. The place to which he was directed in 
Providence, and on which he settled, was very suitable to the 
end he had in view, being but two and a half miles from the 
church of the Associate congi'egation of Chartiera, of which 
the late James Eamsey, D. D., waa pastor at the time, and 
continued to be the pastor for aeveral years after the death of 
Mr. Anderson. His object, so b hly 1 d bl w f lly 
gMued. He enjoyed the plain, e t m ist t f Dr. 

Kamaey during the residue of his d y i pp d t g w 
in knowledge, faith, and heavenly 1 i ss Aft f w 
years' connection with the congref, t b w d d to 

the eldership, and all his children, y 11 t th t t a 
of the word, written and preached, and to the force of their 
father's example, lived in sobriety and godiinesS ; and aa they 
reached maturity of life, profe^ed the Christian faith, and 
sought communion with Christ and hia people. 

It is the desire of many parents to accumulate wealth for 
the benefit of theii' children. Thoy persuade themselves that 
if they bad thousands at their command, they could and would 
seoure for their children the best teachers, have the brightest 
examples set before them, and give them all their time for 
improving their minds and their manners. But an humble 
condition, with piety, baa its advantages, and they are greater 
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than mere affluence can afford. These greater adTant-ages 
were the lot jn Pivine Providence of the childi-en of Mr. 
Anderson, and particularly of Abraham, the Buhject of th« 
present sketch. He was taught from childhood to fear and 
reverence the God of Israel, to esteem and relish hia word, to 
'S&y, "Thou, God, seest me," and to mate the will of God 
tho rule and reason of his conduct. He was taught to pray, 
and taught tow to pray; for though the elder Andersnn was 
not one of the learned, yet he had a fine gift of prayer, and 
prayed in his own house morning and evening with a fullness 
and pathos not always attained, oven by tho jiublio ministers 
of the gospel. He was taught to think and reason, to con- 
trive and plan, to fis on an end and to pursue it laboriously, 
not regarding the clamors of the flesh for rest and ease. A 
good religions training is the best fortune which a young roan 
can inherit, and those young men are in the fairest way to 
possess this inheritance whose parents are poor as to worldly 
things, hut rich in faith and in the knowledge of the divine 
word. 

It J8 no diaoredit to the son of Jesse, that he was talcen from 
the sheep-fold, " from following the ewes, great with young, 
to feed bis people Israel ;" aad it is no discredit to Pr. Ander- 
son, if he WIS taken from the plough, to feed the people of 
Christ with the bread of life The cares and toils of the farm 
were m fiot his occupation, from the time that he was capable 
of helping in suoh affairs, till he was nearly twenty-throe 
yell 8 of ige To pei^ons of an upright spirit and sober 
mind no business la mjre igreeable Some of the greatest 
intelleets ha^e aeknowledgod and manifested a fondness for 
agiicultural pmsuita rincinnd,tus was taken from his plough 
to lommand the armies of the Roman republic, and our own 
Washington, as is well known, preferred the cares of his farm 
to the anxieties of the camp and of the court. No doubt Mr. 
Anderson took pleasure in the labors of the field, and it may 
be that he never would have been heard of as a teacher and 
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been witli tke democratic oi war party, ia judgoient and in 
feeling. In eomplianoe with the draft, he went out from 
his bcloyed home, and aa a private went through all the hard- 
ships of a winter campaign in the North-west of Ohio, which 
it ia presumed he wouW have found some means of avoiding, 
had he douhted of the lawfulness of the war, or tad he not 
considered that the call of his country was also the call of 
Providence , Mr. Anderson, though at this time but a youth, 
had in some way acquired the habit of industry and forecast; 
the habit of turning every little portion of time to some good 
account; and in the intervals of military duty, he wrote s, 
brief journal of the campaign in which he tore a part. The 
journal is preserved entirej and though the writer of it had 
to substitute his knee or a billet of wood for a table, the 
writing is easily read, excepting a small portion of it written 
with had ink, and effaced, in a good measure, by the lapse of 
so manyyeaxs. It appears from the journal that the regiment 
of which Mr. Anderson constitttted a part, assembled in Pitts- 
burgh, in the beginning of October, 1812, and from thence 
marched on the 19th of the month under the command of 
Major D. Nelson, to Beaver, Lisbon, Canton, MasaiUon, 
Wooster and Mansfield. At the latter place the band lay in 
amp fiom the 10th of November till the 12th of December, 
ind strange as it may necm to thos-e now living in that pcace- 
'ul TiUxge, there were rumors of persona tomahawked and 
scalpel m the neighb ihood Sentinels were placed with the 
utmost care, and scouting paities were sent out to discover, 
if possible, the lurking places of the foe. The rumors, how- 
ever, were but rumors, and thi? being ascertained, the detach- 
ment marched to the plami of Sindusky, to Delawaretown, 
to Norton, to Fr'mkbnton, and tipper Sandusky. The band 
reached the latter place on the 31st of December, and lay 
there m camp till the 24th of lanuary, when, in compliance 
with an espress, thej maithed foj Miami. Having to wade 
thi ugh mud and witti, m mmy places to the kuees, they 
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made but eiglit miles in tte day, and camping at Tiomocto, 
lay there from the 25tli to the 29th, ■waiting for the waters to 
freeze up. Wiile waiting, bad news was received, in conse- 
quence of ■which they Lad to march on the 29th, without their 
tenis, and ■with three days' provisions in their knapsacks. 
On the iBt of Februai'y, the band reaflhed Portage river, and 
on the following day came to the EapidSj where, says the 
journal, " We found a man killed by the Indians. He had 
been sent in company witt two others to the British, and was 
killed. The other two not being found were supposed to have 
been taken as prisoners." 

The band of soldiers being now in the midst of enemies 
distinguished by insidious cunning aa well as by ferocious cour- 
age, oaat up breast-works about the place of their encampmeut, 
and built a block house, to which was given the name of Fort 
Meigs. Spies were sent out to ascertain the position of the 
Indians, and on the 9th of February the spies returned and 
reported that they had found an encampment of about three 
hundred Indians, eighteen miles down the river, whereupon 
Major Nelson called for six hundred volunteers to go and 
attack them by night. The journal states that twelvehwndred 
volunteered, and does not add that the writer was one of the 
twelve hundred. But such is the fact. It is distinctly recol- 
lected that Mr. Anderson stated in private conversation with 
friends, that he had volunteered to take part in the perils of 
that adventure ; and this fact is implied in the journal, for it 
is added after the statement quoted above, "We commenced 
our march at 8 o'clock, P. M., aud at 2 o'clock in the morn- 
ing came to the Indian encampment, but they had all fled," 

To follow the journal in all its details would be wearisome 
to most of our readers. It is judged, however, that the fol- 
lowing extracts will be acceptable j and they will serve to 
evince us that Mr, Anderson, in the course of his campaign, 
wont througk great trials and hardships, though he was not 
Q any battle. 
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"On Friday, the 26th of February, a party of us set out 
for Lower Saniiualty on a secret expedition. Beached Lower 
Sandusky on the 28th. Rested there till the 1st day of 
March. On the 2cl, Captain Logan a^semhled the whole 
party, which numbeied ihout two hundie'l men, md informed 
us that the object of the expedition wig to bum the Queen 
Charlotte, lying at Maiden, and requested all to retire to 
camp that did not (.boose to encounter the dangei invnlYLd m 
the uadertaking, or thit could not he cool and deliberate 
under tho yells of saYages md the roai of cannon No one 
of the whole party confessed the weiLnes^ of hjs norvLS and 
prayed to be excused But as the ice on die lake was broken 
up, the expedition failed to effect the object intended, and 
after much exposure and fatigue the company returned to the 
llapids. 

"On the 0th of March an alarm was given. Two or three 
of our men weat down the river a few miles from the camp, 
who, on their return, reported tiat they were fired on by six 
Indians. No one of the little company was killed or wounded ; 
but one of them had a bullet lodged in a Bible in his pocket. 

"On the same day,alicutcEantin Major Nelson's battalion, 
of the name of Walkei, went out of oamp some distance, and 
on the 10th he was found, '■hot (luough, tomihawked, \nd 
scalped, and thrown into the rivei 

"On the 19th ff Maich, a stouting party went out and 
returned with the bs'i of one mm, su^pcfed to be taken 
prisoner. 

"On the 21st of Maioh, an<tbei s outing piity went rut 
and found many signs of Inlians A large paity went over 
the river to lie in wiit that night About ten o clock at 
night we had an alarm by the firing of two platoons on tb^t 
side of the river where our scouting party was The party 
on returning, rcpoited that thoy biw two or three Indiin's, and 
fired. No one was Kilkd 

"On the 31st of March, oui geneiil collettel us tigotht,r 
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for the pm'poae of getting volunteera to stay fifteea dajs to 
keep the fort. 1^^ro haadred men tnrEed ont to stay," 

The occasion of this call for volunteers was the faet that 
the time of servieo for which the militia had beea called out 
was about to expire, and as yet the troops to supply their 
place Iiad not arrived. It was important to the coimtry aad 
to the magnaBimona regulars oeoupjing the fort, that a con- 
wderahle portion of the militia should stay hejond their time. 
But all natmally desired to he out of daeger, and to enjoy 
the convivialitiea and comforts of home ; and these desires 
prevailed with the greater part. On the 2d of April, between 
nine aad ten hundred Peansylvauians and Virginians took 
their departure. Only two hundred sabjeoted the yearninga 
of their hearts to a sense of duty, and stayed to defend the 
fort and the lives of their brethren. Of this magnanimous 
little band, Mr. Anderson was one, and by his course on that 
occasion, he showed that high regard for duty which he often 
manifested in future life. He was very affectionate and ten- 
der-hearted, and no doubt desired to be at home as earnestly 
as those who returned home as soon as the strong hand of the 
law allowed them to do ao. But asking his own conscience 
what is duty in the esse ? and receiving the answer, stay, he 
hesitated no longer — stay he would, and die. 

The dofencQ of the fort being greatly weakened, the enemy 
became more insolent, and the condition of the men holding 
the fort more perilous. On the 4th of April, two Indians 
killed and scalped a man within a hundred yards of tbo camp. 
They were pursued, bat escaped. On the 8th, forty Indians 
attacked a fatigue party, while loading a wagon with wood. 
One of the party was killed, two taken prisoners ; the rest 
were chased but escaped. Two bands went in pursuit of the 
Indians, one of which overtook and killed nine of them. Seven 
of the pursuing party were wounded, and two of them mortally. 

The following paragraph ia interesting, and bears witness 
to the humanity of the Commander-in-chief : 
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"On the 16tli of Aprilj a man having been condemned to 
be shot for desertion, an offence which he had repeated five 
timea ; tte ring was formed in a hollow square ; the criminal 
was hrouglit forward bj a gnard, the band plajicg the ' Dead 
Marcli ;' he was aet hj on a beach, and a black handkerchief 
tied around his head. The charges against him were read 
with the sentence of the court. The handkerchirf was th^. 
drawn over hia face ; the officer commaadiag the eseentionera 
ordered them to make ready. They did so, and at that instant 
Crcneral Harrison gave him his reprieve, and ordered him to 
the Provost Guard." 

" On the 18th of April," tho journal goes on to say, " We 
left Fort Meigs for hojne. Our number was ten, three of 
whom were not able to carry s^rms. It was twenty miles to 
Portage Block Honse. Five of our company gave ont within 
two miles of Portage, whore we lay during the night, with- 
out fire, after wading through mud and water to the knees as 
much as half the way. About tea o'clock, while I was on 
guard, a gun was fired three or four hundred yards off, which 
I suppose was done by an Indian, as no white men were near. 
There was also repeated yells of wolves, or rather of Indians 
affecting to be wolves. No other disturbance was observed 
tin near break of day, when we were surprised by a savage 
yell, perhaps three hundred yards off. Wo were all awake 
and stood to arms waiting for an attack, till clear day. We 
then marched in order to Portage, espeoting to be attacked 
by the way, but by the interposition of Piovidence, wo 
escaped our enemies' hands. We took refreshment at Portage, 
aad then continued our March through the Black Swamp, 
which was about three miles in breadth, aad often three or 
four feet deep; and, indeed, our future march, at least as far 
as Sandusky, was through a continued swamp " 

The words of tiie last sentence are the close of the journal. 
It was not intended for public iuspection, and was left incom- 
plete. But though it was written for mere private use, with- 
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out the ordinary convenienceB for writing, ami though it wag 
written in a very trying aad exciting time, when Mr. Ander- 
son waa b t y til 1 li 1 n d t 1 ich as he 
picked u] n th mm hi f th nt j we cimfi- 
dently app I fa th j f m p f f a nd, vigur- 
OUB mind nd fi m manly p t A d d flj luaeth the 
ointment t th p th y to d f th t nking savor, 
so doth 1 ttl f lly I n th t p t t n f ■ wisdom. 
But the a n ^n i w 'k th j ir 1— no whin- 
ing about I ndhlhpnb tngfa heart proof 
against tii h p w t f n f xpl t lone, or of 
exploits ttempt d t th th ht f wh h th blanched 
and drew b k Th n Oy n t n nything at 
all to mok th w t bl h w 1 1 11 1 g, aad the 
whole Bp ead b f th w 1 1 tl 1 t I duction of 
his pen W i h w w t wh h we did not 
expect to find, — the waat of a religious sentiment and feeling, 
Mr. Anderson had professed the Christian religion some years 
before he was called to be a soldier, and had partaken of the 
Lord's Supper a number of timeB. Yet in his journal the 
Bible is mentioned but once, and in that instance it is men- 
tioned incidentally. The interposition of Providence in 
behalf of himself and his companions, is mentioned but once. 
The Sabbath is not mentioned at ail. There is no notice of 
any opportunity of attending public woi-ship, and there are 
no lamentatjons about the want of such opportunities. How 
are we to account for these omissions ? When Mr. Anderson 
repaired to the camp, did he leave his religion behind him ? 
This supposition the testimony of his fellow soldiers forbids us 
to entertain, They report that he carried hia Uiblc with him, 
and often employed his leisure momenta in the perusal of 
it, — that he made an observable difference between the Lord's 
day and other days, — that when it fell to hi^'lot to stand 
Banfinel during the Sabbath evening, or to do any public duty 
on the Lord's day, he always avoided it, if it were in his 
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power so to do, — ttat profane language was never heard from 
his lipa,~that ie was virtuous and h-oaorabk, and highly 
esteemed hoth by the officers and men. 

It would not, therefore, be warrantable to infer from the 
want of pious espresaiona in the journal, that Mr. Anderaon 
was at that time destitute of Ohristian faith and sentiment. 
It might, indeed, be inferred as well, that he was without 
aatural feeling, for though ho was at times ia great peril, the 
journal says nothing of the anguish of fear ; and though he 
was often in circumstances which all men everywhere regard 
OS distressing, yet nothing is complained of in any part of 
the journal. Nothing is said of the pride and tyranny of 
officers,— nothing of the hard fare of the common soldier,— 
nothing of the painfulness of an alarm in the night; and even 
when he wades through water and mire all the day, and beds 
in the swamp at night, without fire, there is no expression to 
indicate that Mr. Anderson felt the discomforts of his situa- 
tion. But surely he was not without natural feeling, and it 
is equiJly certain that he hoped and trusted in the living (hid, 
and was thankful to Him toi Hii care and protection But 
if he felt indeed, why did he not give utterance to his feel- 
ings ? The proper solution ot the difficulty appears to be 
simply this having no accommodation tor wntmg, and very 
little time foi such business, he pi opened not to wnte a com- 
plete history of his phytic il and spiritual expenenct during 
the campai^, but merely to wiite a memorandum of plicea, 
dates and incidents, fti the help of his memoiy m thinking 
and speaking in aftei yeais of that trying season How well 
his labor answeied the design of it, is very evident from the 
extracts that have been exhibited 

Viewing, with the help of Mr ^ndeison's journal, the 
trials and hardships of the Noith western campaign, m the 
winter of 1812-13, the LonsidLiatc leadei can hirdly fail to 
reflect on the honois of wai How unpleasant and painful 
is the whole busmes'^, and how gr^ it the ha^oc that attends 
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itt The campaign over which .we have glanced, waa not sig- 
nalized by any hloody engagement, hut a number of persona 
were killed. All, at times, were diaquietecl with fear, though 
the journa,l docs not tell lis so, and all suffered greatly through 
exposure to piercing winds, and to water from above, and 
water on the surface of the earth. Though that was an age 
of greater vigor and hardihood than the present, yet many, 
by the severity of their trials, were brought dowa to the dust 
of death before the close of the campaigo ; and many others 
had the seeds of disease and death implanted in their systems. 
Ifc is thought by a fellow-soldier that Mr. Anderson was never 
the same in respect of buoyant health that he had bean before 
the campaign. If those who mate wars had to fight them 
through to the bitter end, so many wars would not bo pro- 



After leaving Portage, as stated in the journal, and touch- 
ing at Sandusky, it is not known through what towns and 
vUlages Mr. Anderson passed. But ho reached his pati 
home in health and safety about the 1st of May, 1813. 
was joyful and thankful, and no doubt his parents, now 
on in years, rejoiced over him, and called their other children 
and their friends to rejoice with them, saying as the father 
in the parable, " This, our sun was dead, and he is alive again ; 
he was lost, and is found." 

Though 5lr. Andei-son returned to bis father's habitation, 
he did not return to his former employment. He had been 
seized with a desire to pursue studies in preparation for the 
gospel ministry, and had signified his desire to his parents, two 
or perhaps three years before he was called out to assist iu 
defending the country. At that time his father opposed the 
project, alleging that his labors on the farm were very need- 
ful ; and that the family could not dispense with his aasia 
tance, and at the same time bear the additonal burden that 
would bo imposed by his college fees, and other incidental ex.- 
penses. Mr. Anderson felt and acknowledged the force of the 
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objection : he abandoned the project for the time, and it may 
be that he would never have taken it up again, had not the 
privilege which he had sought been freely accorded to him. 
This was done in a very engaging manner. When Mr. Anderson 
had told the family of the privations, perils and hai-dships 
of the campaign more particularly and fully than had been 
done in letters sent from tho camp, Ha father reminded him 
of his former desire to eater on a course of study in prepara- 
tion for the ministry, and how ho himself had opposed the 
project at that time. "But novi," added the good old man, 
"I will oJ/fect no more, for the Lord hath showed ma, that if I 
will not spare your labors ia the field for that purpose, he 
can, and perhaps wUl, deprive me of them in some other 
way." 

Mr. Anderson's desire to engage in the work of the ministry 
was not extinguished by what he had seea and suffered in the 
camp. As he went out on that perilous tour, he had perhaps 
vowed a vow to this effect, that if God would be with him, 
and bring him again to his fetter's house In peace, then the 
Lord should be his God, and he would serve him in the 
gospel of his Son, if permitted to do so. Perhaps he had 
seen during the campaign, more clearly than before, that 
atheism, profaneness, irreligion, and all manner of wickcd- 
aess, were pouring into the land like a flood, and that the 
Lord of Hosts, like the general at Port Meigs, was calling for 
volunteers to go forth and stem the tide. But, however 
these things may have been, he accepted promptly and 
cordially of the privilege accorded to him by his beloved 
parent; and after a few days of relaxation and social enjoy- 
ment, he entered himself as a student of Jefferson College. 

As the family wore still in limited circumstances, he 
boarded with his parents, three and a half miles from Canons- 
burg, the site of the college, and then walked seven miles 
each day. The thought of having to travel so great a 
diat jnee, would appall a young man of the present generation. 
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But, being accustomed to maroliea of fifteen, twenty, and 
thirty milea, Mr. A. made no account of tile labor, and was 
not retarded bj it. He committed to memory while walking 
to and from college; or if the weather was unsuitable for 
carrying an open book before tia eyes, he reviewed in thought 
the subject of study, and made himself more familiar with it. 
It may be that his progress in learning waa furthered by hia 
long walks, and doubtless the considerable exercise made 
necessary by the place in. whicJi he boarded, waa the means 
of maintaining his bodily health and vigor, notwithstanding 
his close application to study. But whether his boarding so 
iai from the college waa an advantage or disadvantage, his 
progress was rapid. He graduated in September, 1817, a 
little more than four years from the time of his entrance ; 
and on the same day he was elected professor of languages in 
Jefferson College, a clear proof that the Faculty and Trusteea 
of that Institution conferred upon him the first degree, pro 
frterilo, and not pro gratia — in consideration of his merits, 
and not in the way of favor. Mr. Anderson accepted tho pro- 
fessorship, and discharged the duties of the ofBce for four years. 
Daring this period he also studied Theology, being admitted 
to the study by the Associate Presbytery of Ohartiers, shortly 
after his election to tho professorship. The Theological 
Seminary of the Associate church was at that time under the 
care of the venerable John Anderson, D. D., and was located 
in Service congregation, Beaver County. The prescribed 
course of study occupied four sessions of five months each, 
the sessions commencing the 1st Monday'of November, and 
closiug on the 4th Wednesday of Match. Mr. Anderson's full 
attendance at the Seminary was dispensed with, in considera- 
tion of the honorable and useful business in which he waa 
engaged, and his ripeness in knowledge. He was at the 
Seminary two or three months only; but when not there, he 
prosecuted his Theological studies with diligence. It is 
natural to presume that his labors ia the coUego hindered tis 
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adTanoement in Theology, and that hia attention to Theology 
hindered his aoceptanoe and usefulness in the college. But 
hii trills were ilways heartily appicved hy the Presbytery 
and m the cj11i;,o he was highly eat^emel by hit fellow 
profossus and by tho young men m attendincc Busy ho 
must have been and yet ho found time to re'wi a course of 
medicine with Dr Jonathan Leitheiman, of Cauonsbuig by 
which he ittained to con"!! lerable ahill m luedical practice, 
and quilifaed hunself to be useful to his fellow men m sict 
neis, i& he was m fact whtrcvei ho wont givin,^ counsel 
and niediemo to gord purp se ind without choige It is 
astonishing that a man should go thiough so mnny hbors 
and accomplish so much m so short a time B it m this 
case our astonishment may be somewhat diminished by calhng 
to mind that Mr. A Idd been a tul nt of Theology, under 
his minister and par nts for mo e than twenty years, before 
he was formally admitted to the sludy by the Assoeiato 
Presbytery. After the usual ti als before the Presbytery, he 
was licensed to preach the everlaat ng gospel, in July or 
August of 1821 ; and as that was the work to which he had 
dedicated himself, ho resigned his professorship at the close 
of the college session in September. He was fond of retire- 
ment and study; the incomes of the professorship were 
greater than he could expect from the ministry — in the view 
of many it was more honorable to be a learned professor in 
a rising college, than to be the humble pastor of a country 
congregation : but judging that he was called to preach 
Christ, Mr. Anderson conferred not with flesh and blood. He 
liud aside his professorship and gave himself to the work of the 
ministry. After preaching in the vacant congregations of 
Chai-tiers, Allegheny, and Ohio Presbyteries, he passed, in 
pursuance of Synodical appointment, into the Presbytery 
of the Caiolinas, in the spring of 1822. He preached in all 
the vacancies of the latter Presbytery, and in all with 
acceptance to all the people. In July, 1822, he was unani- 
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moiialy called by the united ^Jon^reg^tloua of Betkany and 
Steel Creel m Mecklenburgh oouuty North C-aiohaa, to he 
their paster The ""ill occu oned g tat il o ^ht of heart. 
Mr. Anderson bad not antic j ate 1 at, tflement in the Carolina 
Presbyterj He, wis n t incline 1 but un the (.oatrary, 
averse, to t settlement m a sKre Stite But the people 
were very needy ha\mg been without pastoral can, from the 
time of the death of Re? J rues Pr ngle in 1817 , and they 
were very e irucst aad urgent m their application to him, 
iadiyidually fitter carefully and prayerfully con'iidering 
what dutj demaa le 1 ic the case, he lecepted their call- His 
ordination trials were delivered in Pi''gah mctting-house, 
Lincoln county, North Carolina about tho 10th ot Septem- 
ber, and bemg approved he w^s orUmei an! instilled at 
Steel Creek meeting house on Thursday the o 1 of Octo- 
ber, 182i2. 

The writer of this iketeh wis in atten lance on the Pres- 
bytery at Pisgah while Mr AadeiBon submitted his trials for 
ordination, and there begin an aoqu-unt nee which was 
afterwards cultivated, ott long j i rneys to and from different 
meetings of tho issxiatL bycod — m frequent m etings of 
the Carolina Piesbyteiy — m fiequent meetings to dispense 
the Lord's Supper — in several meetings as Delegates to the 
Convention of Reformed churches-— in many meetings of the 
Theological Board, and m numberless meetings in our respec- 
tive habitations, both in the South and m the North The 
acquaintance for which Providence afforded such ample op- 
portunity, sooQ ripened into the most intimate and cordial 
friendship — a friendship th'it was never mtenupted while 
Mr. Anderaon lived ; and will not be lutenupfed, it is con- 
fidently hoped, through the numbi-tlcBs ages tliat aie yet to 
come. At the commencement of this acquaintance and friend- 
ship, Mr. Anderson was in the meridian of life, being about 
thirty-three years of age. It seems proper therefore in thia 
place, to give some account of his personal appearance. He 
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was a tall man, six feet and two inches in height, with a wolt 
extended frame and heavy muscnlar li 
or walking, he bore himself altogether 
the hahit of doiag so, it is b 
The hair of his head was quite blaek, j 
was uncommoDly florid. His forehead was white, smooth and 
lofty; his cheeks not round, but long, and rather lank ; his 
eyes weie biight and penetrating When much interested in 
what he was aaymg him'^elf, oi hearing from the lips of 
another, his eyes soeincd to fl^^h and twinkle, like bright 
stars ju a clear night His geneial appeaxance told at once 
and distinctly, that he was a min of intelligence, honesty and 
eoTirago. Perhaps the camp had made an abiding impression 
on his person. But however this may be, there was the 
appearance of stern, solemn dignity, and a sfrangei meeting 
him on the highway, might leasonably have conjei,turi,d thit 
he was the general of ia aimy on a private jaunt 

He was regarded from the first not meiely by the people 
that called him to be then pastor, but by the ministers and 
people of the Piesbytiiy in generd, as ■» grtat acqnisitjon 
Such a man is indeed an acquisition in any Presbyteiy, at 
any time. But who» Mi. Anderson wat settled in the Pies 
bjtery of the Garolinas, his gifts and abilities were eminently 
needful. The Presbytery included three ministers, Messrs. 
Bixon, Mushat, and Heron, and twenty congregations scat- 
tered over the Western Territories of Virginia, and the two 
Carolinas. "Brom the congregations of Eookbrldge county, 
Virginia, to those in Fairfield district, South Carolina, is 
fully three hundred miles. But the greater part of the 
twenty congregations are more convenient to each other, 
having their locality in the contiguous counties of Lincoln, 
Iredell, and Mecklenburgh, North Carolina, and in the ad- 
joining districts of York, Lancaster, Chester, and Fairfield, 
South Carolina. The people were mostly Irish and Scotch, 
;s ; and. as is common with these races 
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wherever found, tliey were zealous for the religion of tlieir 
father. They had gone with their ministers into the union 
wiiich gave rise to the Associate Eeformed church, but about 
the year 1804, they withdrew from that ecclesiaatioal con- 
nexion, and came under the inspection of the Associate Sjnod 
of North America. The occaaiou was as follows : — ^Eev. John 
Mason, D. D., of New York, began in 1801 or '2, to advocate 
through the Christian Magazine the frequent observance of 
the Lord's Supper, and to arraign and condemn the customary 
sacramental fast days, and thanksgiving days, as not required 
nor warranted by the word of God. The Associate Reformed 
Synod of the South having met (1804 or '5,) in Bethany, 
York District, South Carolina, took up the subject of frequent 
oommunion, and after a long and animated discussion they 
approved and adopted the views of Dr. Mason, ia all their 
extent. Two ministerial members of the Synod, viz : Rev. 
William Dison and Rev. Peter M'Millan, and several elders 
protested against the reformation resolved upon, as a serious 
and pernicious deformation. Their remonstrances not being 
regarded by their brethren, they withdrew and forwaided a 
petition to the Associate Synod, requesting admission to 
fellowship with them. In answer to this petition, the J^ s- 
sociate Synod sent two of their members to the Garolinas, 
viz : Rev. John Anderson, D. D., and Rev. William Wilson, 
with power to constitute as a Presbytery, and receive the 
accession of Messrs. Dixon and M'Millan, and their adherents. 
The appointees fulfilled their mission in 1805 or '6, and so 
founded the Presbytery of the Cai-oliuaa in subordination to 
the Associate Synod of North America 

In a few mouths after the perfecting of this ecclesiastical 
revolution, Mr. became openly and grossly in- 
temperate, and being laid aside, the care of all the Secession 
congregations in the South devolved for several years on Mr. 
Dison alone. At length (about the year 1810,) Mr. John 
Mushat, of Cambridge Presbytery, New York, accepted the 
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oall of tlie ooagregafions of Cambridge and Stirling, in Iredell 
eoTintj, North Carolina, and was installed &a their pastor. 
Ahout the same time, Mr. Andrew Heron, from the same 
Presbjterj of New York, was settled in the congregations 
of Ebenezer and Timher-ridge, B«oibridge county, Virginia, 
And not long after, Mr. James Pringle, licensed by the .Pi'es- 
bytery of Philadelphia, undertook the pastoral charge of 
Bethany and Steel Crook congregations, in Mecklenbnrgh 
eoTintj, North Carolina. The measure of ministerial gifts 
and abilities possessed by these young miaiaters was yery 
considerable — greater than falls to the lot of many who 
officiate acceptably and usefully. The people of the Carolina 
Presbytery, rejoiced in them, as bright and shiaing lights, 
and rejoiced in the hope that the principles for which they 
were witnesses would prevail in the land, and exert a happy 
influence. But the prospect was soon darkened. Mr. Mushat 
opened an Academy in Statesville, Iredell county, in 1815, 
and made teaching his principal business, abandoning the 
work of the ministry in a good measure : and in the Autumn 
of 1817, Mr. Pringle was by aa inscrutable Providence re- 
moved to the land of silence. The Presbytery was brought 
very low, and so continued till 1821, when Mr. T. Kitchen, 
from the Secession church of Scotland, was settled in the 
pastoral charge of Shiloh and Noely's Creek congregations ; 
the former in Lancaster, and the latter in York district. 
South Carolina. This addition to the Presbytery revived 
the spirits of the people. But Mr. Dison being now far 
ftdvanced in life, and compassed about with infirmities, the 
ministerial force of the Presbytery was altogether inadequate, 
and Mr. Anderson's services at the time of his settlement 
were greatly needed- 
He appears to have been fully aware from the first moment 
of his settlement, that he was called not to enjoy otium, cum 
dignitale, but to work in the Master's vineyard, and accord- 
ingly he gave himself to work. He took boarding with Ool, 
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Thomas Grier and laly, f Steel CrLtk with wliom aJso hia 
predecessoi hid lodged The (joloncl and his lady weio n t 
po'5''e8'ied (f j,reat wealtJi but they wcii, anmatcd hj a 
liberal generous tpint and turm&lied their post r with e\ ery 
needful accommo laf ion giatuitously, acenunt n^, his jiesenee 
and c mpany a sufficient remuncrati n In the psstoial 
ctaiijje wliich. he had been induced to accept Mr Anderejn 
found oae c nsiderablt aivantdge whioh y)iing ministPia 
geneially lack for a sea&on — a 'Ufply of borka appiDpiiate 
to hia studies Hh j redecesaor, Mi James Pimgle, during 
the stort couiso of hia ministiy hai collected for his own 
use a consideiable library amoimting perlnj? to three 
hundred volumes and hiving ncithci witt nor chill to pio 
vide for, he had left tlie whole eoUettion to the < ngie^ation 
of Steel Cieek, foi the use of his succe lois m the pastoiate 
of the congiegation A3 Mr Anderson was his first succea 
sor, and came not only into Mr. Pringle's pulpit, but into 
his very study and bed-chamber, the books were all in their 
respective places !^ if waiting to bo consulted. 

It IS a time of severe trial when the ftoat i mis of an iimy 
are cut down, and those m the rear march ft rwird to fill their 
places and see their brethren silent in dcith, or agonized 
with pam It IS wondeiful thit a man can maintain the 
control of himself, m =nii.h circumstances Mi Andcisons 
position ^88 not so appaUing, but it WdS solemn Tliero was 
a voice in the chamber, bed and books, and the voice gave 
utteianee to the woidi, Mmistms mw,t die eien as othfrs 
Rememher that thou shall (he, and wlwfwehcr thy hxitd 
Jindiih to Jo, do it wtth thy miA/ht Whether Mr AnJer'iin 
in iincy heard these words or mt, to wis ittentive to the 
warning and oounael contained m them He addicted him 
self to meditation ind prayer He searched the Senpture'i 
md read coinmentaiies md sytifems of Theology tlut he 
might attain ta i moio petfcct undeistiu ling ol the Vnp 
tur*9 He hbuied ju iiepiimg seimon-i ml lu i.iei hing 



i..,Goo^lf 



EIOGR IVHICAT SKETCH OF Dlt ANDERSON liOl 

them He htll quarterly diets of esammatjon, md genenl 
mtefingb ot the ynuth in the chniih fni examination and 
instiuotion He attcnied also to paiorlial visitation, and 
exhoiki frDm house to hiiisi As hn people were scatteied 
ver a paiallelogiam of thiity miles in length, and twelve m 
bieT,dth, the last mcntiDaed depaitmeat of labor was veiy 
tpdwuh and eshauatmg, yet he pei listed m it, judyng thit 
ir wi^ in import mt ml necessary piit of his work foi how 
tlsD cnnld he know the spiritual wants it his people ^ and 
i£ lie kns,w tliem not, how oonld he give to each his portion 
in due sta-.cn ( 

Mr Aaderaon's "ituation had some advantages, as has 
Lt,in noticed But theie were also disadvantagei connected 
with hiy ohirge He was suhjeoted to a great deal of lahor 
in the way of tla^elln^ Eich toui to Btthany, tc which 
hi_ repined e\eiy seoonl Sahhath, was i juumoy ot fiity 
miles, md rf called to visit the aiolr, or engaged m viiitmg 
from house to house, the jouraey waa increased fifteen or 
twenty miles, making -i cirttiit nf more thjn a tlijusand miles 
in the course of thi, jear In iddition to this large domestic 
tia\ebag, he hid long journeys of a more pubbe n=ttuip, in 
ittending PreohytLrv meeting with hiethien to assiat m 
dihpenamg the Lord b Supper, sup[ lying v^ednt eongiegations 
with pieiciiing, lepiinng to the meetiUg-s of Synod, &c 
T!ie=L public jairnts being ad led to his common domestic 
tiavebng, tbe who'e w uld amount to twenty five hundred, 
or peihips thiee thiusmd miles jm) amium , involving a 
great deal of lab r, and much loss of time 

Mr Anderson sion found that travelmg on liorse back 
suljietcd him to febnle excitement, and cthei unpleisant 
symptoms With the view of preventing the nutation, he 
furnished himself with a vehicle, the lemody was not 
effeetnal, but still he went on with his woik, and sought 
lebef by othei means In the campaign of 1812, an attack 
being thieatened, the aimy of which Mi Anders u wis t 
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part, was put in order for the battle. Mi'. Anderson being 
a large man and of reputation for courage, the officer in 
command singled him out, and calling him from the rear, 
where he was when the alann was given, conducted him to 
the front rank and stationed him there. In like manner the 
Presbytery continually assigned to him the very front of 
ministerial exposure and hardship, and yet he did not pray 
to bo excused because he had already done more thait others, 
nor because the labor and exposure would probably be 
prejudicial to his health and comfort. Some one should go 
to this place and the other to dispense the Lord's Supper, or 
to moderate a call, or to install a minister, or to share in the 
deliberations of Synod : and the question being raised, who 
will go ? often did Mr. Anderson volunteer as at Fort Meigs, 
or quietly submit to the appointment of Presbytery under a 
sense of duty. 

To convince his hearers of their lost, undone estate by 
nature, and persuado thorn to trust in Christ for salvation, 
and to take his holy precepts for their guide and directory, 
was that at which Mr. Anderson aimed in all his ministra- 
tions, whether at home or abroad. He desired and endeavored 
to bring about a reformation in accordance with the word 
of God, and in conformity with the attainments of the church 
of Scotland in her happiest days. In carrying out this 
design, he preached the truth with simplicity and plainness, 
and assailed error directly and boldly, and yet with suoh oalm 
dignity and scriptural force, that hearers who had been of a 
different opinion were not exasperated. His labors had not 
al! the effect which he desired, but they were not in vain. 
His own members were generally awakened and stirred up 
to give more earnest heed to the things belonging to their 
peace. Many individuals were turned from irreligion and 
ungodliness ; family worship was established in many dwel- 
lings; the Sabbath was observed with increased solemnity; 
intemperance and profanenoss wore abandoned, or practiced 
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clandestancly, and with ataine. Mr. Anderson's influcnoo 
was felt in the neigliboring congregations. Mr. William 
Dixon, the father aud founder of the Presbytery, a man of 
earnest, solid piety, had some way fallen into the practice 
of baptizing the children of parents who gave attention to the 
preaching of the word, though they did not seek fellowship 
with Christ and his people, in the use of the Lord's Supper. 
With much kinduess and with great respect, Mr. Anderson 
remonstrated against this practice of the venerable father as 
disorderly and pernicious in its effects, and his remonstrance 
was effectual. In some of the neighboring congregafjons, 
members of the Masonic Fraternity were church members in 
full communion at the time of Mr. Anderson's settlement in 
the Presbytery. But in the course of a few years such 
members, and chiefly through Mr. Anderson's influence, 
were called before their session and required to dissolve their 
connexion with the Masonic body. Most of them did so, 
and such as refascd to comply were suspended from the 
fellowship of the church, as the discipline of the Associate 
tody requires. The leaven of sound doctrine had then by 
various means made its way into some of the contiguous 
congregations. Mr. Andei'scn desired it to spread quickly 
through all the congi'egations of the Pi'esbytery, and through 
the land, and with this view he moved the Presbytery in the 
Spring of 1824, to prepare and emit a pastoral letter. The 
Presbytery adopted the motion and appointed Mr. Anderson 
himself to prepare the contemplated letter. He aoeepted the 
appointment and prepared the draught of a letter, which 
being submitted was approved and published towards the 
close of the year. The original manuscript of this paper in 
Mr. Anderson's handwriting is before me. It is entitled, 
a pastoral letter hy the Associate Preibyleri/ of the C'arolinas, 
to thepcc^h under their care. As it was the declared design 
of this paper to promote reformation according to the holy 
Scriptuies, the author sets out with the position that true 
26* 
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religion was in * low and languisMiig condition : 
thia position by some instances and proof, and then addresses 
himself to the work of correcting errors in practice and in 
principle. Under the former head lie treats of the great 
evil of intemperance, at that time extensively prevalent in 
the land, and quite too common among the memhers of 
the church. He passes on to the sin of profaning the 
Lord's day — the sin of neglecting family worship and family 
instruction — the sin of profaning gospel ordinances — the 
sin of contemning Christ and his salvation, by declining 
to profess the faith and partake of the holy sacraments. 
Under the second general head the author notices not the 
principal errors in Theology, but some of those popular 
i sentiments, which in his judgment have a direct 
to harden the hearts of professors in a course 
of defection from the truth and cause of Jesus Christ. 
The errors particularly noticed and refuted are the following ; 
"We should not disturb the peace of the church by con- 
tending for divine truth and ordinances.— Error introduced 
or held by a professed believer should be spai-ed.— Though 
we may oppose essential errors, we should not contend 
about the non-essential.— Controversy genders strife and 
displeasure among Christians, and it is good for nothing 
else. — Every man must answer for himself, and therefore, 
it is of&cious to trouble' ourselves about the mistakes of 
othera. — It is little difference wtat our sentiments are, 
if oar practice be correct. — If we be sincere, it matters 
not about our faith or principles. — >It : 
obtain an agreement among professed ( 
are therefore not to expect it, but to admit to the com- 
munion of the church those whom we in charity judge to 
be Christiana, whatever their religious sentiments may 
be," &c. The several matters treated of in the letter, are 
handled in a plain, simple manner, as utility reqiured, and 
yet with energy. Eloquence of diction is wanting, for it 
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woulcl have hindered the object intended. But aenaihle 
persona who may take up the pamphlet, will soon he aatia- 
fied that the pen was guided by a discerning miud, well 
stored with knowledge, and by a sincere honest heart. The 
foUowicg passage respecting the duty of family worship is 
very foreible, and shows an extensive acquaintance with 
the word : " The matter of the dv,iy being plain, Oiat it 
should be perfbrmed h/ families, we have, abundant evidence. 
David returned to bleas his house, 1 Chron. xvi: 43; Joshua 
resolved to serve the Lord with hia house, Joshua xxiv : 
15 ; Job sanotified his family, and thiis did Job continoally. 
Job i: 5; Abraham was commended for his fidelity in this 
matter, Gen. xviii : 19 ; Noah built an altai for hia family, 
Gea. viii : 20 ; the patriarchs built altars wherever they 
resided. Gen. xu : 7, and xxsv : 1, 3, 7. Scripture is not 
silent respecting the neglect of this duty, Jeremiah x : 25 ; — 
'Ponr out thy fuiy on the heathen that know thee not, 
and on tKo families that call not on thy name.' Would 
such a denunciation have been uttered for the neglect of 
family devotions, if God had not required the performance ? 
That this duty should bo performed daily, morning and 
evening, we have evidence from the appointment of the 
morning and evening sacrifices and services of old. Though 
the ceremonies of IHvine worship have been changed, the 
worship itself has not. Former institutions of Divine 
worship remain in full force as to their substance and 
spirit, the ceremonial and typical form only being abolished. 
The appointment of morning and evening for Divine service 
was not typical — it was moral and substantial. Psalm 
xcii ; 1, 2. The appointment of the sacrifices at the Temple 
was not a substitute for the moral service of the people, 
bnt a requisition of it throughout the tribes of Israel in 
their families, Luke i : 9, 10; 1 Kings viii : 37-40. Observe 
therefore and revoro the Scripture admonitions on this sub- 
ject; imitate in your practice the examples recommended, 
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and you will find eonformity to them and family devotioca 
the same thiag." The following passage on the delicate 
subject of instructing slaves, shows at onee the courage 
and prudence of the author and his zeal for the glory of 
Chmt and the salvation of men : 

"On the subject of family education and family devotion, 
permit us to lay before you your obligations respecting 
jour slues wc do not dctam you with admonitions to feed 
and ulothe thtm we art, hippy to say that the necessity 
oi such adraonitions is preohided as fai as om obacivation 
extund^ Noi is it out admonition at piesent to set them 
at unconditional liberty undei pios nt circumstances * Nor 
IS it oui present design to discus? their natural light to 
Jibeity, or llie absuidity of the supposition that this wis 
evfi forfeited by their sufteiing theft and sale by a barbaroui 
oontjueroi, or the impos'.ibility that a pecuniary compciL.jtion 
to one who never had a moial n^ht over the peison and 
liberty of the slave, should ever procnie such a right to the 
purchaser, all whi(,h we hope we have no occasion to uige 
Our present design is to urge what the law of God and sound 
reason testify, and your own eonsoioncea must acknowledge 
to be a duty — a present and imperative, but much neglected 
duty — the religious education of your slaves." 

After obviating several objections to the duty, a,nd show- 
ing by several Scriptures that the education of the poor 
afflicted creatures is an important duty, the author proceeds 
to urge to the performance in the following terms ; " Tour 
aiaves have been taken from a land of moral darkness to a 
land of gospel light; but with what advantage to them, if in 
the midst of light they walk in darkness ? Are they con- 
tented without gospel light ? So are your children, so are all 
mankind by nature. But by the means of grace, and the 

» That it ia your duty lo oncouru-ge ii, spirit of rsgulai- aud well con- 
ductoii onion cipiilion, thi'ougli tho orgiin of civil government or otherwise. 
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blciSiing of f he Spirit, the unwilling aro mido willing , you 
cinnot expect to imd them willing m ignoranci Imitate 
tlien your Loid mJ Mister, who nought the lost '*hcep If 
f, ou have the goipel and hj,ve tinted that the Loid it giaciona, 
would you monopolize Bueh a favor? Would you not be 
read^y to say even to your Becvant, taste and see that the 
Lord is good : come, I will teach you the fear of the Loi'd ? 
Should uot love to Christ induce you to exloud the means of 
grace which you have enjoyed, in order to gain souls to him ? 
How could you address one of them on a death bed, too igno- 
rant to understand you ? How could you put up a petition 
for the dying and expect a gracious hearing, when you have 
withheld that knowledge which the Holy Spirit blesses for 
the salvation of the soul ? How can you see them approach 
theii' dreadful end, about to launch into eternal misery, aud 
incapable of receiving instruction or consolation ? How can 
yon reflect qn their end, without remorse and horror, remem- 
bering that they were committed to your care for instruction 
and government, and you betrayed your trust, using them only 
for your temporal interest. BiUh en {onl r well th sereil 
jties. Try those things by the woid of frod ind '^ce what 
verdict conscience must return, Fi m. that pait ol the let 
ter which treats of popular enoneous sentimenti a 'Single 
paragraph is presented. "The posititn (hat we ou^ht to 
admit those whom we judge to be Christians is j.lausiblt, but 
unfounded. The man is to be admonished as a brother whom 
we esclude from our communion, 2 Thess. iii ; 14, 15. If 
we make grace in the heart the rule of admission, the door 
is set open for every deceiver — the purity of the church is 
denied to be an object of her regard, aad the way is opened 
for the introduction of every error. According to this rule 
the gospel minister is necessitated either to reprove errors aad 
sins from the pulpit, which he has indulged in admission to 
communion, or to prove unfaithful to his trust, by keeping 
back pai-t of the counsel of Q-od. Where truth is neglected 
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and forgotten, piety must decay. How often does the Psalmist 
speak of His love to God's trutli, and of Iiia delight in it. 
But is it consistent with a holy love to Divine truth, with a 
knowledge of it and a sense of its importance, to neglect or 
yield it beotuse our ne'ghbor loves it not or does not helieve 

t 

Th p t I 3 tt t th t t f wt h w h 
gl 1 w dd 1 1 h h m ml rs d th m 

tmt tyf d tdg Bththtfdth hp 

h li f d th 1 ml 1 Th gr t "^h I h d f th h p 
requires this, John xxi : 15, and true policy requires it. 
That reformation must be ephemeral which overlooks the 
instruction and improvement of the rising generation. Our 
life on earth is hut a shadow. The congregation that inclndea 
a hundred members, may, after the lajae of twenty years, 
have tte same number or the double of it, but it wUl be found, 
on a careful comparison of the lists, that not more than one 
fourth of the original memhera are s(jll remaining as compo- 
nent parts of the aooiety. The youthful must therefore he the 
subjects of any improvement which it is desired to perpetuate. 
Assured of this, and recollecting that it is the express will of 
God that the fathers should make known his testimony and 
his law to their children, that the generation to come might 
know them, even the children which should be born, who 
should arise and declare them to their children, Mr. Ander- 
son employed his leisure moments in preparing a system of 
questions on the Shorter Catechism of the Westminster 
Assembly. Ho intended by tliis work to assist parents in 
catechizing their children; hut his principal object was to 
excite young persons seeking after the knowledge of Divine 
things, to think and inquire after the meaning of the words 
which they were aoeiwtomed to repeat. And accordingly his 

questions were mere questions. No answer was appended to 
them. Nothing at all was added to his questions, except a 
reference to some text of 'Scripture, which the pupil was 
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under the necessity of hunting up and considering 
with the test of the Shorter Catechism, that he might ascer- 
tain and i-etuni the true answer. When Mr. Anderson began 
this work, he perhaps intended nothing more than to prepare 
himself for catechizing with care the youth of his own charge. 
But when he had gone over the Assemhly'a Shorter Cateehism, 
in the manner that has been uoticed, he judged that the work 
might he useful to oongiegationa ind famihes generiUy, and 
accordingly he gavo it to the public in the summer of 182G 
^ ith the questions and answeis of the Shorter Cateehiam in 
large type, and llr Anlersons questions in smaller type, 
the work constitutes a volume of about two hundied pages, 
duodecimo The edition pubbshed was small, comprising 
but eight hundicd oi perhipi a thousand copiet, ill of whioh 
weie soil m a short time, except suck cojilb as Mi Andei 
son was pleased to distribute giatuitously To what cKtent 
this little wuik was prohtablo to the pw)ple of the oouthem 
churthea, it is not eisy to Bay The best moans of mstiuc 
tion will not be attLnded with h.ippy results, li they are 
ncgkctcd, ind catechisms are too often treated with nLifle^t 
The writci, who about that time was commeaoing his minis 
tiym the same Pieslyteryj is eonstraiacd to acknowledge 
Uiit Mr Andeisons Catechism was \ery useful to him, 
ind in his judgment it is well calculited to assist both patents 
and children in the aiquisition ot saving knowlcdgi. Hi, 
that watereth, shall be watered himself, and no doubt Mr 
AndLison was greatly benefited byhia own labiis Whether 
he exi,ogitated the questions, or collected them fiom the 
writings of others, on the same punts, his wiitmg donn the 
i]ULstion«, md searching out and considering the texts 
appendidj must have resulted m increasing his tamdiaiity 
with the pimtiples of sacred tiuth, and with tht Stiipture 
testimcniis on whiih they depend The natun. of tho woik 
piacludod the displiy of keen distemment and of letrned 
leseareh, anl all th.t is clum^l for Mi Anlei^on en the 
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score of it, is that tis teart was so set on doing good, that he 
oondeacendcd to become the teacher of babeSj and having 
devised a means of aiding their stu.lies, he oanicd it into 
csecutioE with no inconsiderable labor, being excited aad 
animated bj no other motive besides the desire and hope of 
contributing to the improvement of many. 

About the time that he began to prepare his Cateohiani, 
Mr. James Ljle, a licentiate of the Presbytery of Ohio, was 
ordained aad installed as pastor of the congregations of 
Smyrna aod Little KJver, the former in Chester, aad the latter 
in Fail-field district, South Carolina. This addition to the 
ministerial force of the Presbytery, inured to Mr. Anderson's 
advantage, allowing him more time to devote to his Catechism 
and other studies, than he could otherwise have had. From 
the labor of traveling to supply the vacancies, he obtained 
additional i-elief by the ordination and installment of Mr. W. 
M. M'Blwee, as pastor of the congregations of Tirzah and 
Sharon, both in York district, South Carolina. Tlie ordinal 
tion took placo at Sharon, on Thursday, the 1st day of April, 
1827; Mr. Andersoa preaching the sermon from John xxi : 
15, 17 ; and leading ia the prayer of consecration. . In two 
or three weeks after this solemnity, Mr. Anderson, accompa- 
nied by the writer, set out to attend the meeting of the Asso- 
ciate Synod iuthecityof Pittsburgh. The journey was long, 
(the distance to Pittsburgh being five hundred and sixty or 
seventy miles,) and tedious, for there were ao rail-roads in 
those days, nor even stage coaches on the required Hue : it 
was performed on horse-back, and occupied between ten and 
eleven weeks. But though the journey was tedious and 
wearisome, there was one circumstance of a redeeming char- 
acter. It afforded abundant opportunities for friendly con- 
ference. Of the talk indulged in during that journey, one 
item is distinctly remembered. Ws were returning to the 
South. After many miles of wearisome travel among the 
defiles and steeps of the Blue Bldge, we mounted the last 
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following winter, elaTe^lioldiiLg being the subject of conversa- 
tion, Mr. Anderson declared to the writer, tliat wore ho the 
fiither of a family and the posaeSBOr of real estate in the Caro- 
linas, he would regard it as his duty to prepare hia will, and 
provide in the will that his family could have no use of his 
property, except in the way of selling it and conveying the 
8 beyond the limits of the slave-holding States. In 
! same conversation, or in some other about that time, hav- 
; asked Mr. Anderson if his opposition to slave-holding 
a the reason of his continuing unmarried, he said in reply, 
27 
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that his oppoaition to elaTe-holding waa one reaeon, and a 
principal reason, that he waa unwilling to he more firmly tied 
to the South than he was at present. 

In the spring of 1828 Mr, Andersoa changed iis lodgings 
from the hospitable mansion of Ool. Grier, in Steel Creek, to 
the dwelling of Mr. John Wilson, in the congregation of 
Bethany. There was no disaoasioa betweea Mr: AndevsoD 
and the Colonel or his family ; nor were they weary of him, 
or he of them. Mr. WUsoa was one of lie elders of the 
Bethany hraneh, and remarkable for tender, fervent piety. 
His partner and childrea partook of tho same spirit. Their 
dwelling and their company were iavitiag. But a regard for 
tis health was the sole motive by which Mr. Anderson waa 
prompted to make the exchange. He had been for some time 
troubled with febrile excitement, with waot of appetite, and 
other symptoms of a diseased liver. The Colonel's habita- 
tion stood oa a low, damp plain, two miles eastward of the 
Catawba river. Mr. Anderson thoaght that his location was 
in some measure the cause of his illness, and promised him- 
self better health, in the more elevated site occupied by the 
Wilson family. 

The Associate Synod of 1828 luot in the city of Philadel- 
phia, in the month of May. Neither Mr. Anderson nor any 
other member of the Presbytery of the Carolinas was in 
attendance, except the Eev. A. Heron, of Rockbridge county, 
Virgiaia. Measures were eommeooed in that Synodical meet- 
ing, which proved fatal to the congregations of the Carolina 
Presbytery— measures which might, perhaps, have beeu pre- 
vented, had Mr. Anderson been present. Mr. John K., a 
licentiate of the Presbytery of Miami, having spent the 
greater part of the preceding winter ia the vacancies of the 
South, west up to the meeting; and though not entitled to a 
seat in Synod,, he exerted a considerable influence. In con- 
versation with the members, he told that the brethrca in the 
Sou^ had n^ny slaves, a»d that very few of tho slaves were 
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taught to read iJie lioly Seriptures-^-tiat hardly any of them 
were eturoh members — that in most of the families they were 
not hrougtt into the house ia the time of family worship — ■ 
that the Act of 1811, ia regard to -slave-hold iag, wasinopera- 
tive, &c. Tlieae reports, which were but too true, being 
hauded from one to another, the attention of Synod was 
called to the subject of slaye-holding by a particular member ; 
and after some discussioa, Syuod appointed a committee to 
inquire and report at the next meeting, whether further acttoti 
m regard to dave-JioMing, loas called for ; and -^f in &ieir 
jiidgtneaU fva-tker cwrftott soas eaUed for, what that actton 
fihould he. 

Mr. Anderson, though not present, was appointed one of 
the committee. The other members were the Rev. James 
Adaais, of Greea couaty, Ohio, and the Rev- David Carson, 
of Blount county, Tennessee. At the same meeting of Synod, 
Mr. Adams was appointed for five or sis months on what was 
then called tho Missouri Mission ; and Mr. Anderson, with 
the view, perhaps, of allowing the committee an opportunity 
of meeting and consulting together, was appointed to supply 
Mr. Adams' pulpit for three months. Shortly after informa- 
tion of these appointments had reached the South, which was 
about the Ist of July, Mr. Anderson, in his new habitation, 
was taken with a severe bilious fever. His surviving the 
attack seemed for some time to bo very doubtful ; and his 
traveling, accwdiag to the appointment of Syaod, was thouglit 
to be altogether impracticable. In answer to the prayers of 
many, the merciful Disposer of all things was pleased, how- 
ever, to spare him, and to bring him up again from the gates 
of death. When he had regained a measure of strength, 
though still weak and pallid, he set out on horse-baok, on a 
long journey of about eight hundred miles, in going out, and 
as many in returning- Ho started the last week of August, 
and returned towards the close of the year, much invigorated, 
though he had experienced several relapses in the course of 
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hia tour. Of liis acceptalileiioas to the hretliren among whom 
he had been lahoring, he was followed with a proof which 
waa far from being pleasant to bis many friends in the South. 
Erom Senia to Maesie's Creek, where lie had preached statedly 
for three months, is but six miles The Associate congrega- 
tion of Xenia was at thit time without a pastor. Many of 
the members resorted to MissieS Creek, and heard Mr. 
Anderson from Sabbath to Sabbath during his continuaaoe 
there : all hoard bim occaaionally in their own place of wor- 
ship. Satisfied with his deportment, and with hia ministerial 
gifts and qualifications, they petitioned the Presbytery of 
Miami for the moderation of a call, and concurred unanimously 
in calling Mr. Anderson to become their pastor. The ofdl 
having been sustained by the Presbytery of Miami, was 
transmitted, in February or March, to the Presbytery of the 
CaroJinas, for presentation. This proof of the high esteem 
entertained for Mr, Andersen by the brethren of the West 
was unpleasant to the people of the Snith not because they 
thought him unworthy of esteem ] ut beciuse they esteemed 
him so highly, ajid feared th t the call from Xenia would 
issue ia hia removal. For thi ipp thension there were ample 
grounds. It waa generally I nown that Mr Anderson's health 
was not good, and that he attributed his bad health to the 
influence of the climate. It was known, too, that he did not 
regard with favor the peculiar inititaUon. The wnti-r, to 
whom Mr. Anderson had declared his dissatisf iction with the 
climate, and his dislike of slavery, frequently and earnestly, 
had scarcely a doubt that he would accept the coll to Senia, 
and be lost to the southern churches. The day of decision 
came round. The Presbytery of the Carolinas met at Steel 
Creek, on the first Tuesday of April. The members of the 
congregation of Steel Creek were generally ia attendance. 
The people of Xonia were heard by their papers. The con- 
gregations of Bethany and Steel Creek were heard through 
their commissioners. Regarding the case as important and 



i..,Goo^lf 



EIOQRAPHICAL SKETCH OP BR. ANDERSON. 317 

aolema in its consequences, the Presbytery directed a mem- 
fer to lead in prayer. The memher designated prayed with 
tears and aobs, and all present were deeply affected. After 
prayer, the call was presented for acceptance or rejection. 
Mr. Anderson arose and announced, to the great relief and 
joy of all. That as he did not, see that it was his duty to leave 
his present post, he declined the call to Xenia. From this 
account of tko proceodiiigs of that day, it may be inferred 
that Mr. Anderson reciprocated the affection of hia southern 
friends, and waa controlled in declining the call to Xenia by 
his feelings alone. Had the Presbytery and people of his 
charge manifested coldness and indifEerenoe, it is indeed prob- 
able that his determination would have been different from 
what it was. But from notes found among his papers, it 
appears that he had solemnly and prayerfully considered the 
matter of bis removal before the Presbytery met, and had 
come to a determination respecting it. 

In these times, ministers transfer thamselves from one place 
to another so frequently, and with so little apparent conside- 
ration, that the ministry is fellen under reproach as a trade, 
which certain persons follow in one place or another, as seems 
most advantageous to themselves. It is but too probable that 
mj.ny ministers, in their removals, do not seriously consider 
whether they are following the line of duty or not. But Mr. 
Anderson examines carefully, as we would naturally espeot a 
man of God to do. In his argumentation with himself, two 
principles are assumed ; the one is, that it is sometimes the 
duty of a gospel minister to change the field of his labors ; 
the other, that neither uaefulneis nor comfort can be reasona- 
bly expected unless the change be made in accordance with 
duty, or the will of God. Having placed himself on this 
foundation, doubtless a solid one, Mr. Anderson lifted hia 
eyes to heaven, looking to the great CounseTfrr for light to 
show, and grace to ckoosi" the path of dviy. And besides 
praying for light, he endeavored to open his eyes and see, 
37* 
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notioiag and weighing the arguments fro and con. Aoibag 
the oonsiderations which he thought worthy of his attention, 
it is remarkable that there is no one respecting his own incli- 
nations, and no one that has any reference to his worldly 
interest oi credit It seema to haye been hii ludgment that 
Buch considciations should he diaiefjatded in oidmiiy casta 
of the kind, ind, heyond donht, his determinatun tj eon 
tdnne in the bouth wa*! contrary to hia mclinatinn, as when 
he determined to tirry longer %t Fort Mugs f ji the defence 
of the place 

D h t t th W t 111 An lersoa met dud t n 
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jtfl hldig Hhdo angry diaputatijna with 
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d p t t th Sy d f 1829, in whieh Mr. Ander- 
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t lly m 1 th bj t f slave-holding in 1811, and 
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m 1 1 — th t 1 h 11 the Associate Church be 

J dtm ptth 1 if the State in which they 
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th w k 

Th 1 t f (1 m tt w nt further than this. It 



" 1. That children bora in a state of slavery, may be law- 
fully required to serve, with the consent of their parents, for 
a term of yeai's sufficient to remunerate their masters for their 



i..,Goo^lf 



BIOGaAPHlOAt SKETCH OF DK. ANDERSON. 3l9 

support and education ; and also, without tlie consent of their 
pareats, if remuneration can be tad ia no other way. 

" 2. That persons of any color may, for their crimes, or for 
the payment of a just debt, he lawfully sold into a state of 
servitude for any term of jearS, or for life, yet not so aa to 
affect posterity. 

" 3. That persons may he lawfully held ia a state of servi- 
tude for a term of years, or for life, by tirtue of a compact 
into which they have voluntarily entered. 

" 4. That persons who aro held ■ as slaves by the laws of 
the civil community, may be lawfully purchased, at their own 
request, and their services used by the purchaser, for a term 
of years, or for life, according to the agreement between the 
purchaser and the purchased. 

" 5. That persona who have been held as slaves may, for a 
term of years, be detained in a state of servitude, according 
to a rule of Church or State, tending to secure more effectu- 
ally their emancipation, and their own or tlie community's 
future safety and prosperity." 

The report maintains that the holding of hutnan beings in 
bondage, is in all other cases sinful, and concludes with tho 
following resolutions : 

" 1. That slavery be considered by this Synod a sin, not to 
be tolerated in any of the members of our communion. 

"2. That the selling of a slave, as transferable property, 
by any person in our communion, ia censurable. 

"3. That the holding of a slave, in any case not specified 
in the above few particulars, is censurable. 

" 4. That measures be taken to procure the incorporation 
of a company, composed of certain persons to be chosen by 
Synod, for the purpose of legalising the emancipation of 
slaves held by our members, (the duty of such incorporation 
to be esplained in detail hereafter,) and that a committee be 
appointed to make arrangements to this effect." 
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These were tie views of tlie majoritj of the committee, in 
which, as has been noticed, Mr. Anderson did not concur, 
Wtereia ho differed, and for what reasons, will be shown here- 
after. At present I will merely state that Dr. Joha Ander- 
son, whom Mr. Abraham Anderson had been acoustomed from 
his youth to revere as a ripe scholar and a devout Christian, 
had vindicated that toleration of slave-holding granted in the 
Act of 1811 by several oonsideratioas. Dr. John Anderson 
had taught that private citizens should bear many hardships 
and wrongs, rather than disturb the peace and harmony of 
the society in which they live ; and as citizens should pursue 
this meek and quiet course, so they should allow their colored 
neighbors to suffer wrong and temporal hardships, rather than 
disturb the peace and order of the community in attempts to 
relieve them. He had also taught that a private individua,l 
is not to bo faulted for withholding civil rights and privileges 
from another, when it is not in his power to confer those rights 
and privileges on the other. These sentiments Mr. Ander- 
son had imbibed in early life. He was by education, and 
perhaps by natural temperament, a conservative, and there- 
fore slow to believe that the new wine is better than the old. 
It may be added, that living in the midst of the slave terri- 
tory, Mr. Anderson was more fully acquainted with the obsta^ 
oles in the way of emancipation than the other members of 
the committee could well be. They no doubt thought that 
their project could be carred into effect with advantage to the 
southern churches; but Mr. Anderson was fully apprized that 
the remedy, if applied, would prove the ruin of all the con- 
gregations belonging to the Presbytery of the Oarolinas. 

Mr. Anderson did not attend the meeting of Synod in 1829 ; 
and his objections not being known, the report of the majority 
of the committee was, without any considerable opposition, 
adopted as an overture, and handod down to the Presbyteries 
and Sessions for their judgment. 

The overture came to the South with the minutes of 1829, 
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and was read \>y seveial mmiiters (li not all) to their congre- 
gatioBS, though, the puhho reading of sueh a papor was con- 
trary to the law of the land Many Scoedera disapproyod of 
the reading, and some ot the citizens threatened the enforce- 
ment of the law, hnt no ministei w\s molested. 

Tho latter part of the summer of 1829 Mr. Anderaon spent 
in Monroe county, Vuynia, Booking health in the use of the 
mineral waters of that district. He returned before the 
meeting of Preahytcry in October, somewhat improved. The 
attention of the Presbytery, at that meetiug, was turned to 
the overture. After some remarks about the course which it 
was incumbent on tho Presbytery to pursue, it was resolved 
unanimously to remonstrate against the overture, and Mr. 
Anderson was appointed to draught the remonstrance. In 
the course of the winter Mr. Anderson prepared a paper for 
that purpose, which, having been read in tho spring meeting of 
1830, the Presbytery adopted without altering so much as a 
word, and ordered the remonstrance to be forwarded and sub- 
mitted to the Synod, to meet in the city of Philadelphia in 
Jio month of May, The writer carried up, and presented the 
document, and observed the impression produced by it. All 
attended while the paper was being read with evident interest. 
Irritation and dissatisfaction w ' 'bl 'n h untenamoes 
of some. When the reading w flni h d a a n d and 
influential member pronounced h m n n a y able 
document, said that he knew wh w ta a h an moved 
that a committee should be app n d to an w Others 

objected, and it was finally con u p b emon- 

stcance with tho minutes of Synod, and to defer further action 
on the subject of slave-holding till tho nest meeting. 

A great majority of the ministers and members of the Asso- 
ciate Church wore, as they are still, earnestly opposed to 
slave-holding ; and aa he who opposes a particular method of 
removing an evil, ia apt to be regarded by the earnest advo- 
cates of that method aa favoring the evil and desiring tho 
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continaanee o£ it, Mr, Anderson feil, in consequence of hia 
able paper, under suspicion and reproach among the brethren 
in the North. It waa concluded hy many that the South had 
seduced him, and that he was bound with chains to the iron 
oar of the aiave-holdera. 

With the view of vindicating his reputation as an anti- 
slavery man, and showing at the same time hia candor and 
courtesy in reasoning with opponents, and his great ability in 
handling a knotty, difficult qnestion, the following extracts 
from the remonattance are submitted for consideration : 

" Far be it from ns, (see minutes of 1830, page 35,) to 
defend either the principle or the practice of slavery, or to 
' to effect in Synod even an unnecessary delay in 
ff the evil. Involuntary servitude is a sin, a heinous 
sin, and indefensible hy the laws of nature or of revelation. 
It involves the nation in guilt whenever permitted by the 
government, hut especially when it is maintained by legisla- 
tive authority, and the chains of slavery are riveted by iniqui- 
tous laws. We are convinced that to our country, and 
especially to the slave States, slavery tlreatcns moral, religious, 
and political ruin — that the native influence of this practice, 
and the judgm.ents of God for this sin, have already produced 
many bitter fruits, and threaten much more — that even tem- 
poral happiness cannot long exist in the present state of things. 
We believe it is the doty of civil government to adopt mea- 
euies for emancipation, and we view with grief and alarm 
their apathy on this subject. Infatuation has supervened ; 
and providential threateninga only rouse our legislators, as 
Pharaoh of old, to multiply the chains of slavery and bind 
them faster. 

"It may now be asked, after all these concessions, can you 
hesitate a moment about the duty of adopting the articlea of 
the overture ? We reply, as soon as the Synod shall find a 
practicable and lawful plan of emancipation, let these articles 
be adopted ; but not till then. Sinful as slavery is, it is not 
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moro so than a plan of emaneipation might be made to be. 
It is not cyeiy measare of escaping a sin that will acquit us 
of guilt. Shall wc presume that "our good iutentiona will 
justify whateycr measures rashness, or mistake, might lead us 
to adopt? Shall we do cvilj that good may come? The 
Synod, in 1811, were as anxious to effect the complete aboli- 
tion of slavery as they are now ; and nothings we believe, 
hut inaurmountahle obstacles, or at least what tiey judged 
such, led them to adopt the measures they did. If Divine 
Providenoe has since opened a door which, they did not enjoy, 
or given us additional light, let na promptly improve our 
fldvaatages. But it is possible we have lost sight of those 
obstacles which then checked their laudable designs, and 
obstacles which yet exist in all tteir force. It cannot, there- 
fore, be improper to take a view of these impediments, that 
if they cannot be surmounted or removed, we may wait for 
Divine Providence to open our way ; and if they can, that 
we may iHtelligently and deliberately lay our plans for doing so. 
" In laying before Synod the difSculties to which we have 
alluded, we shall consider, in order, three methods of emanci- 
pation, which, as far as our knowledge extends, are the only 
methods that have been proposed, or that oecur to us as pos- 
sible : — Oohnization, transfer of the slaves to a free State, 
amd eman<dpa,tion at home. 

" The Coloaizatioii Society might afford some aid in effeet- 

n^ r bj ct But ~(1 ) The ftinda of that Soc etj are as 
yet nadequate to au h n extens ve ope at on as w propose 
i^) Though some slave hollers m j,ht aval them elves of 
tl e i r T leges of that So ty by advane ng funds for the 
t n I o tat on of the r own slave yet many masters * Id 
not mmand such funds (^ ) It i, cond t on w th the 
So ety that the slave b w 11 ng to go to the oiony Now 
a fe v m ^ht be w U n„ tu f,u and f f n Is oould be btamed 
they m ght be emon pated But some who i e will ng t y> 

could not be sent for want of funds; and those who are 
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tmwilling must, oa tWs plan, remain in slavery. This method, 
therefore, cannot effect tlie complete abolition of slavery in 
our commimiou. 

"The second plan of emancipation ia to transfer the Blaves 
to the free States. This plan is also attended with difficul- 

" 1st. By this plan, slaves would not be froe ; they would 
be governed, but not represented ; fixed by force and power 
in the lowest grade of society. 

" 2d. Many masters, who can snpport their slaves under 
their care, could not ^vG them any means of sahslBtenee, if 
put away. 

"3d. There is reason to fear that such an influx of colored 
population into the free States as this measure proposes, 
would he prohibited, 

"4th. Many masters would not be able to furnish the 
funds necessary to carry their slaves to a free State. Without 
some provision, therefore, by Synod to meet this difficulty, 
this method of emancipation must of necessity fail of effecting 
our object. 

" 5th. Though a master could afford the funds necessary 
to transfer his slaves to a free State, but would deny his 
ability, by what means could the church reduce her rules to 
practice ? Could she undertake to examine the minuitas of 
his estate, pronounce that he is able to transport his slaves 
at his own espense, and require Hm to do so under pain of 
suspension or excoromunication ? Synod could not, after 
aiding one master in emancipating his slaves, command 
another to do it at his own expense. 

" 6th. Many slaves aro aged and infirm, and in most cases 
their misters could not provide for them without the S' 
of the joungci slaves 

" 7th Emancipation would not only be attended with Ii 
but in some call's with banliniptcy. It would place sf 
masteis en the paupci list, and make them dependent on 
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cointYfanls This might sibject oui measire" to jaitial, 
and c\Pii to utter defeat hj the State 

Sth Macy slaves are of such, a character is n t to war 
nut thcjr marten to i, laj Ij with the leqiiis tions of free 
fctates m order to their admissiou anl as masters cannot 
hp compelled to frive their slat Gs fi edom under this condi 
t on Buoh slives must lema n n servitude 

0th Many sUves woul ! not be willing to go to Africa, 
01 even to a free State Not a few would be found of this 
1 aci ption To olhge them to go wouH he to interfere with 
their just nghffl and itil! further curtail what the practice 
ot sliYery has curtailed too far It wfnll imjose a punish 
m ot which the Ciae does n t seem tj wanant They would 
aec unt it banishment to be lemoved •md vould prefpr 
p rj,et«al slavery To banish them tiom the so I in 1 climate 
wheie all their endeared associations aie — to bin "h them 
1 1 no enme and when the necessity of the oise a not 
iiD[ er ou« would be sub titutmg cruelty and u] stice for 
h ndneHS They mu^t by this measuie ie sepiiatel not 

nlj fiom an endeared h me jerhaps an endeared master, 
(the CTse IS not uncLmmon ) but also fiom then relatives, 
when these are divi le 1 among several masters as they 
!, 1 eially are and amonjt maateis who would not emancipate 

n 1 ft m whom the emaneipat r c uld not huy It may, 
perh ps he ui^ed in th spirit f the 'id preliminaiy of the 
cv rture that those slaves who are unwilhn^ to go to Africa, 
01 elsewhere out of the slave States having now the offer 

f freelom may bind themselves to seivitude and (ho master 
1 innocent We reply we tUini indeed the master would 
be innocent not because Le is by this compxct fiLL ti m the 
pi ct ce ot sKvery but becau e in tak ng this step he can 

To no bette Therefore though the mast r be innocent in 
Bu h a compact (the masim Of tw moral evils ch ose 
ncithei to the contrary n twithstan Una ") yet in ilieot 
contem^lited m the overtuie the e mjlote abolition of 
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slavery in our conummion, is not obtained. Tlie slave, by 
■whatever form of bond he obligates himscif to his master 
while tbe State does Eot recognise his freedom, is in his 
master's power as muob as ever, — he is a slave by the law 
of the State, and deprived of all bia civil rights of which he 
was deprived before. He is, with all bia offspring, liable to 
seizure for his master's debts, and liable to be claimed by 
legatees, even tliough by will and testament declared free in 
the State. Even though the master had bequeathed him 
privileges and immnnities which the laws do not recognise, 
they all pass for nothing. These considerations show an 
inconsistency between the first five preliminaries in the over- 
ture, and a proposition which requires the Synod to take 
measures for putting it out of the power of any of our 
members to hold a slave in such a state, that he may be 
transferred as the property of the holder. All the eases 
admitted in these preliminaries leave the slave transferable, 
by either the master or the State. 

"The third method of removing slavery from our com- 
munion, is emancipation in the State. Here we shall offer 
but one objection, which is, that the laws of tbe slave-holding 
States forbid such emancipation. A slave cannot be made 
free in a slave State. This plan, therefore, under existing 
laws, is impracticable, and mMt be rejected. But here we 
meet with a last resort, and if correct, an effectual measure 
for the complete abolition of slavery in our communion. It 
is proposed in the overture that if the laws of the State have 
out off a rational prospect of liberating the slave, either im- 
mediately, or at any period nearly approaching, it then 
becomes the imperious duty of the individual slave-holder to 
free his own hands of the sin by relinquishing his unjust 
oMm, and leaving teh guilt of it on the community. By 
reUiiquisldng Ms unjust claim, we understand laying no claim 
whatsoever to the slave, — literally manumitting him. If 
this be not the meaning of the e 
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mtining la jt at ill We aie ^ony to soe tliii piojcsition 
Benously twlvaiieed , and still more soiiy should wc be with 
all our abhorrence of slavery to see it reduced to pra ti e 
We do consider it under the cii uDl^t^n e? with whidi 
Blayeij la at froa^nt connetted at war with tho rules li 
m lality But aa it may not ippeir to all aa exoppti niblo 
as it does to ua we shall osamine it more pirticul ilj 

Let it be remembered that the ineiitable c uicqueiice of 
quitti ij, all claim to the slave and leaving him m the slave 
State which, tiie piopooition '(uppose'J, la perpetu*»l slavery 
for him anJ hia poatenty under e5i=!ting laws Let us then 
examine the operation of thi^ measure 

' lat Ihe measure proposed would confer no dtgiee of 
favoi on the slave it would not icstoit, his lights lender 
juatice nor amend his cireumstmces 

2d Thi, nn,asuro picpcscl would be a p ofl gite waste 
of the powers and privilegoa which slave-holders possess. All 
slaye-holdei-s have the power to nas their slaves more humanely 
than the laws compel them to do, and more humanely than 
they are generally used throughout the slave States. They 
can teaob, while otters raise them in ignorance ; they can 
feed and clothe, while others starve them. And if ever a 
time should come when the liberation of slaves would be 
possible, though not required by the State, by this one rash 
act in adopting the measure proposed, the power of benefiting 
the slave would bo for ever lost. Does not mora! justice 
require us to be more frugal of our power, than to throw it 
away to no purpose ? 

" 3d. By the measure proposed we should be doing positive 
injury to the slave, exposing him to oppression, starvation, &c. 

"4th. The proposition wo are opposing virtually counter- 
acts the 'second article of the overture, which forbids the 
sale of alaves. If we deliver over our servant to perpetual 
slavery, as thia measure propoaw, we do all that is evil in 
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"Stt. By following the method proposed, we will not free 
our own hinrla of the sin of slavery How ahill we free our 
hdfth byp g se-vt dth offspring 

t t hi d I p t 1 1 y ? N th th laws of 

Gl f f whd ihe made a 

dff thgiltfdl glf g* stolen 

rt 1 1 I 1 J th y f h f that the 

&r,t jn ml h tw tli j, It f flirting an 

unj t p hm t }y hi by th hand of 

th A d by h t uit m th i do tho onu 

th th t th m g It T d 1 the slave, 
th f t th 1 1 w t 1 Id d ng to its 

k w It th m t d t 1 . David 

was as guilty of muvdermg Uriah by the hand of the Amotites, 
as though he had done it with his own hand." 

After urging that the measure proposed would be unkind 
and oroel to the slaves, the remonatranee proceeds in the 
following terms, page 43 — "We acknowledge that in the 
case under consideration the only alternatives are, to set the 
slave free from our hands into inevitable and perpetual 
slavery, or to retain him for the time in slavery to ourselves. 
Having rejected the former, we must adopt the latter. But 
here we are met by the formidable axiom, Of two moral evils, 
there is never a necessity to choose either. In the overture 
this axiom is immediately applied to the case before us. One 
would suppose the inference now is, Since there are two moral 
evils in our choice, slavery and the above alteraative, we 
should choose neither, but adopt some other method of eman- 
cipation. This, however, does not appear to be the inference 
intended; but it is taken for granted that slavery, in all 
oiroumBtanees, is sinful, and that therefore by the axiom, 
this method of emancipation is not. Why not reverse the 
application of the axiom thus — The method of emancipation 
proposed is sinful, and therefore slavery, in comparison, is 
innocent ? The truth of the axiom we do not deny, but we 
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of G-od, and the operation of moral and physical eauaes in hia 
hand. While, therefore, the Soman goYernment was per- 
mitted, in Divine Providence, to continue in tbe form it then 
had, and to maintain the laws it thea did, entire emaucipa' 
tion was impossible. Slavery, then, was permitted ia church 
memhera by the apostles, on the same principles for which 
we plead— on the principles of necessity ; because the remedy 
was not in theil' hand." 

These extracts are submitted fur the purposes already 
laentioned, and not with any laeW) thought, o- desire of 
reviving an old controversy. 

The Synod of 1831 was appointed to meet in Oaaonsburg, 
Washington county, Pennsylvania. Mr. Anderson went up 
to the meeting, accompanied by the writer. We started about 
the middle of April, and traveled the same route as ia 1827 ; 
bat in carriages, and not on the saddle, as in 1827. 

Wo reached Canonsburg towards the close of the third 
week. Our relatives and. Christian f ends rejo oed and we 
rejoiced with them. Our joy, however was n 1 rate 1 by 
frequent thoughts of oni ecclesiast al po t on nd ot the 
worse predicament in which we might and pe h ps w Id le 
placed by the action of the coming Syn d We w e not 
personally interested in the slave question. Neither of ua 
claimed the distinction of being the master of a fcliow-mortal. 
But as connected with our congregations and the congrega- 
tions of our Presbytery, we were laid under a heavy charge by 
the overture of 1829. By a resolution of Synod adopted in 
1830, we were required also to show the extent of our guilt; 
and from what we knew of northern sentiment, we feared that 
we had to encounter a vehement wind^-sueh aa would over- 
turn and scatter our congregations, as the North-wester which 
fell upon us at the foot of the Blue Ridge overturned trees 
and fences, scattering the fragments in every direction. In 
this expectation we were disappointed. The Synod met on 
Wednesday, the 11th of May, 
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[Dr And rt n s ]"iognpher then givea a full ace. unt of 
lie etion of the ^yaod on the subiect of slaypiT — of the 
c arse pursued hy Di Anlei oa and 1 is southern bn-thicn — " 
f the fijnl diisolulion ot then paatoral eht oub an 1 their 
lemoval from tlie southeia States Though the whole atat« 
jneEt i? mteieiting and. affe tmg and thou^^h many would 
le d with iUmintion the tienioua effoits ot Di Anlers n 
m the bynod and m the '^outh to avert the calamitj ot the 

Djilete hreaimg up of the Secession body in the bouthein 
"^tit^B we must omit this jart cf the niirative Dt Andei 
H 11 though leciledly opposed to slaveiy wculd have g iled 
tl c beeessioa Ch iich to a w ser course m the judj^ment of 
u iny c uld his uouuaelf have pievaiJed But he oonscien 
I 01 ly >elievel it hia duty o submit to the dec b ons ot hia 
*-jnod He left h s 1 rge and mteie tmg chirg in Carolina 
ha ng received a cill to a congregati n m Wnshi gton county, 
New Yort. In his charge, consisting of Steel Creek and 
Eethany congregations, were two hundred and five slaves, of 
whom were sisty-aine readers, eight communicants, and one 
hundred and fifty-seven catechumens. Yet, from a sense of 
duty, having promised obedience to hia brethren in the Lord, 
he withdrew, forever, from these poor sons of Ham.] 

Before the meeting of Presbytery in 1833, a call came to 
hand from the Associate congregation of Hebron, Washing- 
ton county. New York, which, being presented by the Pres- 
bytery, Mr. Anderson accepted of it, and demitted the pastoral 
care of Bethany and Steel Creek. 

As soon as the weather and roads were in such a state as 
to admit of comfortable traveling, Mr. Anderaon took his 
final leave of the South, and of his respectful, loving parish- 
ionara. No doubt there was heaviness on his part, and tears 
and aobs with them. Had he poaseeaed the spirit of prophecy, 
he might have said as Paul did f" *hc :l'cr3 of Epuesus— 
" And nov!, ielwid, Ihiww that ye all, among whom- I have 
ijone preaching the hingdoni of God, shall see my face no 
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more;" for such waa the event. They saw him — they heard 
his solema, affectionate voice no nioru. 

He made his way to New Tork in safety, and commenced 
his ministerial career in Hebron abont the 1st of June. 

Mr. Anderson's new field of labor was much more limited 
than the former; and, of consec[iience, he had more time for 
reading and meditation, and being less espoaed, his health 
waa more uniform. He applied himself with earnestness and 
diligence to hb proper work as a minister of Christ — preach- 
ing, visiting, catechizing, &e., as in the South ; and, without 
any special efforts, ho attained in a short time to a distin- 
guished standing among the ministers aud brethren of Cam- 
bridge Presbytery. 

After the resignation of Professor John Anderson, of Ser- 
vice, in 1820, there were two schools of the prophets undar 
the care of the Associate Synod, — one in Philadelphia, super- 
intended by Eov. John Banks, D. D., and the other in Can- 
onsburg, auperiBtendod by Rev. James Ramsey, D. D. Doc- 
tor Banks being removed by death in 1829, it was concluded 
to oast the two Seminaries into one, and place over the united 
Seminary two Professors, — the first to be called the Professor 
of Didactic and Polemic Theology, and the second to be styled 
Professor of Biblical Literature and Ecclesiastical History. 
The Synod of 1831 located the united Seminary in Canons- 
bnrg, and elected Dr. Ramsey to the Professorship of Didac- 
tio and Polemic Theology. The other Professorship was not 
filled at that time ; but in the meeting of Synod at Canons- 
burg, in the full of 1833, Rev. David Carson, of Blount 
county, Tennessee, was chosen to fill it. He acquiesced in 
the judgment of his brethren, and moved with hia family to 
Ganonsburg in June of 1834. He was thirty-three or four 
years of age. His ruddy complexion and robust form, prom- 
ised a long life of usefulness. But the race is not to the 
swift, nor the battle to the strong. It was well, no doubt, 
that it was in his heart to build the house of the Lord. But 
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he was not permiUed to do the work. Before he had made 
an actual commencement in his department of official labor, 
he waa removed to the land of silence. His deatli occurred 
about the 20th of September, 1834; and the Synod meeting 
shortly after in the city of Baltimore, proceeded to the elec- 
tion of another. Rev. Abraham Anderson was chosen ; but 
he could not say that he would take the place, and discharge 
the duties of it according to the best of his ability. In the 
hope that time would remove his difficulties, the Synod 
allowed him to hold the call under consideration till the next 
meeting appointed to be held in Oanonsburg, 1885. This 
iadulgence was indicative of an earnest desire on the part of 
the Synod that Mr. Anderson would accept the post to which 
ho was called, and he considered what was his duty in the 
case very seriously, and with earnest prayer for Divine direc- 
tion. In a letter to the writer bearing date November 27th, 
1834, the following language is used : — " One thing occurred 
at Synod in which I am much interested — my election to the 
Professorship. If I were to consult my own comfort only, I 
would decline. But I consider it a matter of weighty con- 
cern, and that its weight would require me to make greater 
sacrifices than any call I ever had before. The fear of a cor- 
rupt man, or & man under corrupt influence filling the place 
and poisoning the fountains and streams which water our vine- 
yard, makes it no matter of indifference to me, and points 
out my aeeountability. The providences connected with the 
case have been remarkable. While I was in the Carolinas, 
and preferred almost anything to my situation there, and had 
th nth p t t hnl my pt n t th 11 

t w t m 1 It w n t m 1 till I w ttl 1 In 

h t th t I find t m I fa It tl n I 

d d w Id h f 1 t 1 f t 1 ng my 1 t n 
Tl P d t y th t I w d tl h 

d fa It d ty t d tj— th t I t t t ray 

It th tl t t t 1 tyt h 1 
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tion at present. Ttat it ia througli difficulties and trials I 
must engage in duty, and porform it, is, I am awai-e, no 
strange thing. It is the appointed way ; aad if this were all 
the hinderanee it would be no argument against ray i-emoval, 
hut I suspect some of my diffitulties are insurmountable. 
Dear friend, I request both your cnunsela and your prayers. 
It is God only that can guide my judgment and my heart. 
I dread the influence of temptations from the world aad of 
carnal views and affections. Such a dilemma presented, and to 
be determined under the influence of a carnal mind, is a fear- 
fiil condition," 

The great impediment was the very delicate health of Mrs. 
Anderson, which not changing for the better in the course of 
the time given for consideration, Mr, Anderson finally declined 
the of&oe to which he had been appointed. Informed of his 
decision, the Synod of 1835 proceeded to tlie election of 
another, and fixed on the K«v. Thomas Beveridge, of Phila- 
delphia, now Dr. Beveridge, who accepted the appointment, 
and is still serving the church in that office to the satisfaction 
of the Synod and students of theology. 

The chair of Didactii, Theology being vacant by the death 
of Dr Martin, the Synod of 1847, sitting in Allegheny, pro- 
ceeded to the choice ot an inL-umbent. Mr. Anderson was 
chosen, and without hesitation accepted the office. No doubt 
he could have said as before, Weie I to consult <m,y own comr- 
fort end}/, I would dedvae. Biit I consider titts call a matter 
of weighty concern, <md dial its great weigJit requires fne to 
make greater sacrijices than any coil I ever had h$fore. (See 
Letter above.) The sacrifices involved in the undertaking 
were by no means trifling. He had to abandon a very com- 
modious settlement at a considerable pecuniary loss. He had 
to forsake the society of his afiectionate parishioners, of his 
relations in New York, and of his own family, in some mea- 
sure. He had to abandon that leisure and quietude which 
men at his stage of life (not far from sixty) generally prize, 
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and to gird iiimself for latora ia anew fielcl, — labors that are 
difficult in their nature, and made more difficult as jowtliful 
candidates for the ministry are apt to be fastidious as to the 
manner in which their spiritual food is presented. Mr. Ander- 
son, wittoTit doubt, counted the coat before ho undertook the 
work, for such was his habit; and hence ho did not afterwarda 
draw back nor murmur at finding difficulties which ho had 
not anticipated. 

He repaired to Canonsburg about the lat of November, the 
commencement of the theological session, leaving his wife, 
wliose health was more uniform tkan in 1834, and his only 
child, a daughter twelve or thirteen jeara of age, with Mrs. 
Law, hia wife's mother. He took boarding with Mr. Wm. 
M'Lcllaud, one of the companions and friends of his youtb, 
and labored throughout the winter in his appropriate office, 
and in preaohing the word to the congregation of Chartiera 
as a helper of Dr. Eamioj, now in debility through age. 
The writer attended the meeting nf the Board at the close of 
the session, and spent some timo with Mr. Anderson in his 
p ivate study He d 1 not comjla n of his labors, nor of 
solicitude abiut his fimily from wh ch ho was so distant, but 
seemed (.ire w in nl hej\y — not so cheerful as in the sunny 
S ith md I was theref le led t) conclude that he felt hia 
hbois and puvations tl gh he would not permit hia lipa to 
comjlain The 'Wssiou clos iig with the month of March, 
Mr An lerson retuinpd to his family in New York. About 
this time the hon larj d y o of D D. was oouferred upon 
him by the laculty •inl Boaid of Fianklin College, in the 
fct^te of Ohio 

Having in the cour e of the summer made some disposition 
ot h a propeity m New Y rk, ho returned with his family to 
Canonsburg in the month of October; and during the winter 
that followed he prosecuted his labors in the Seminary and 
in the pulpit, preaching about half the time for Dr. Kamsey, 
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and on Sabbatt nights alternately with his colleague m the 
hall of the Seminary. 

Having procured an iiniraproved lot near the Seminary, he 
took upon himself the oarea and anxieties of building in the 
Eummer of 1849. There was much to be done, and he so 
managed that all was done in a short time, and in good styie. 
The result of the undertaking was a most commodious habita- 
tion, with its proper appurtenances. As we were returning 
from the meeting of Synod in Xenia, 1851, in a private and 
confidential interview the Doctor told nje of one fact in regard 
to his bodily condition, by which I was led to apprehend that 
his earthly tabernacle was breaking down. He preserved, 
however, his usual healthy appearance, and continued to prose- 
cute hU work with unabated energy. In the fall of that year 
he took upon himself an additional burden of carea and 
labors. A small congregation on Miller's Eun, five miles 
from Canonsbnrg, called him and his colleague, Dr. Beveridge, 
to be their conjoint pastors ; and Dr. Anderson, in eonjuno- 
tion with Dr. Beveridge, accepted the call, and continued in 
the duties involved till near the end of his course. Dr. An- 
derson was in easy, and even afttuent circumstances. He was 
not impelled to this undertaking by the necessities of hia 
family, nor by the love of filthy lucre, but by a sense of duty 
and the delight he experienced in using his gifts for the ben- 
efit of others. He was well apprized that it was his duty to 
lay out his talents, and not bwy them ; and he delighted in 
preaching the word to an hnmble, attentive people, and in 
circulating among such a people and instructing them around 
their own hearths. 

The writer remembers distinctly of his saying in a private 
interview, not long after the acceptance of that call — "/ do 
like to^each." His sense of duty, and the pleasure he found 
in pastoral duties were, then, the principal motives of that 
undertaking. It is probable, however, that he took into view 
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h n ce J te open air, and thougtt that 

h X d m d duty in the congregation would 

d dto h d nta 

N ng te P Anderson and Beveridge had 

k n a h m h as care of Miller's Run, the Asso- 

■n d d d h h logical course, which had beea 
d f ui y tt h ee years of two, sessions each, 

fi m h n h wrntc a. before, and three iu the summcf. 
Th h Professors but little time for 

B Anderson went on in iiis course, 

dp n Tia of wearing out till August, 

h L k dJonly with the usual symptoms 

g , nd uff d dingly for twelve or fifteen days. 

His complaint was never removed altogether ; but being par- 
tially relieved, he returned, after three or four weeks' confine- 
ment, to the duties of his calling. In October he maintained 
h e ect itt tnde of b dy an 1 hi3 us lal omj lexion. In Jan- 
a y there Wis no vi'^ible change except a certain snowy 
whiteness of his forehea 1 and temples m which, as the writer 
magined the sentence f Icath was Ipg ble In & private 
int iview at the time just m nt oned h t[ kc without reserve 
f hiB b d ly con \ tion, stat ng that he s lif red daily, and 
that his sufferings were at timra excruciating, — that the cause 
was not sf(me, but some other acrid tumor thrown upon the 
tender organs. This judgment respecting the nature of his 
ailment was correct. It was at length fully ascertained that 
the immediate cause of his sufferings and death was chronic 
ostitis, attended with irritation and stricture of the urethra. 
How, under these painful circumstances, he preserved hia 
composure of mind and energy of spirit, and went on with 
his duties in the Seminary, I cannot show more distinctly 
than in the language of Dr. Bevcridge, who was with him 
daily. " During the last winter of his life," says the Doctor, 
in a letter lately received, " he suffered exceedingly from the 
disease V^ich at last terminated his days, but he persevered 
29 



i..,Goo^lf 



338 msroKY or JEFFEftsoM EroLLEosr, 

in meeting witli the stu^eats till the close of tlie aessioB. 
Their last meetiag witk him was m liis own liouse ; aDd their 
general impresaion at the time was, that it wooldjDe the last. 
Towaida the ebao of tbe wiBttr, be limited himself in these 
meetings to as hour. Fi-equeBtlj, howevey, soiaw of the stu- 
dents, who were not awaic of the nature of his disease, would 
detain him aftef he had finished his lectttre to obtain b>3 
instructions oq some subject which was eogagiag their attea- 
tinn } and such was his kindness and self-denial, that he often 
allowed himself to t* detained so long that when he returned 
to his house he worald continBu for some time ia an agony." 
That in such circuinstaBces ho not only attempted his daily 
duties, hut persevered and went through them, is a sufficient 
proof that he was possessed of a strong will and an indomi- 
table ajarit. As to his method of teaching theology during 
hia last and ofher sessions, Df. Bevcridge states in the same 
letter: — "That taking Mari's Medalla for the test-book, 
(as his predeoesHors had domo,) ho embodied in a series of 
questions whatever ha legarded as volaable in the Oompead, 
adding when there seemed to be oceasJoa for it, and correcting 
what he disapproTed. The ^rittea qnestions and their 
answers did not, however, cmnprise all hia iaatruetions. As 
occasions appeared to rce[uire, ho enlarged on different sub- 
'ecta. This he did especially when he found any point not 
thoroughly comprehended by the students, or when a question 
was raised by any of them respecting some point of doctrine ; 
and these nnpremoditated remarks were ooQsidered by the 
students as the most Taltiable of bis instructions. His lec- 
tures were greatly esteemed by tho young gentlemen for whose 
use they were prepared ; aad having been solicited by them 
10 give them to the public, he had made some preparation foi 
doing so," It may be stated here, though it be not chrono- 
logically in order, that the portion of Dr. Anderson's lectures 
which health and life did not permit him to review and correct 
for the press, has been re-written by the Rev. T. H Beveridge, 
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if Philidelpbia and the work is publisljed The Chnstiaa 
mmuBity will therefor have the opportunity ot judging of 
Dr fVndci^on s ability aal aounlness as i theolognn, and of 
iia ajtne a t teacH As a cojy of the work has not yet 
ome mti the wiiter a hadli he eiBOOt offei Lis opinion ib 
ref,ard to its merits But a more comjietent julge speaks la 
terms of hij,hcommeBdatioa Thework, aajsDr Cooper, 
editOT of the Repository, "while it cannot fail to be a verjr 
valuable guide to theological students, will prove to thero, and 
all others who may make use of it, a rich fund of valuable 
and Yttried informatiois oh the doctrines of our holy religion. 
Let no one decline purchasing the work from the fear that he 
may not be able to understand it, or that it is not adapted to 
the general reader. On some accounts it will be found pecu- 
liarly acceptable and useful to private members of the church. 
The interrogatory form which characterizes these lectures, is 
svell calculated to arrest attention, and bring out the point 
dearly and distinctly before the mind. IVe feel rejoiced that 
it has been presented to the p«blic, a^ we think it, ou the 
whole, admirably calculated to diffuse throughout the church 
sound Scriptural principles, and to establish our people, and 
all who may read it, in the faith of our holy profession." — 
Eep. vol. XV. J p. 442. 

From this digression we return. It was faintly hoped at 
the close of the session, (March, 1855,) that being released 
from care and fatigue, Dr. Anderson would recover from his 
weakness, and see some years of comfort and usefulness. 
IJut his sufferings were not abated; and under the genial 
warmth of the dawning summer, his symptoms became more 
aggravated. Having taught others how to live and how to 
die, he was not amiaed with horror, nor overwhelmed with 
grief, — he preserved his usual serenity of countenance and 
equanimity of mind. He manifested, however, a lively con- 
cern about eternal tilings. After hearing his own statement 
about his bodily condition in the month of January, the 
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writer took the liberty of making some remarks alotit the 
grounds of faith and its happy influence in tranquillizing the 
iniad and heart in trying times — ohaerving, among other 
things, that if we hiid tho liToly, confiding faith of Paul, we 
would say as he did — "I know in whom I have believed, and 
that he is able to keep that which I have committed to him ; 
I have finished my course, I have kept the faith ; henceforth 
there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness," Ac. There 
was no thought of being useful to the Doctor, except ia the 
way of atirring up hia pure mind hy patting him in re- 
membrance ; yet he took a lively interest in the conversation, 
and Bpoke of it in the mouth of March, regretting that it had 

been interrupted by the coming of , a much esteemed 

friend, whom he said he had never been sorry to see coming 
into his house except in that instance. 

The following etatemeats respecting the exercise of Dr. 
Anderson in preparation for his approaching dissolution, are 
derived from the letter of Dr. Beveridge, extracts from which 
have been already given : — " About four weeks before hia 
death, when I rose to leave him he requested me to sit down, 
that we might have some conversation in respect to spiritual 
things, and particularly in reference to death. He stated, in 
substance, that he hoped somewhat for recovery, but thought 
his case doubtful. Among other thin^ which he mentioned 
as yielding him satisfaction as an evidence of tho reality of 
grace, was perseverance for a long time ia the way of 
righteousness. The righteous shall hold on his way. I re- 
colleet, also, that he expressed himself much pleased with 
some remarks I made to him about the determination of the 
will to what is right, even when there may be much disturb- 
ance of the afiections, as when a man consents to the amputa- 
tion of a limb, while his whole frame shudders at the thought 
of parting with it; his will is to lose tho limb, but hia 
feelings are all opposed to his will ; so in cracifying the 
flesh, the will is to give up right hands and right eyes — to 
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give up all for Christ, but the affections iii'o often strongly 
drawn in a contrary dicection." 

We como to the closing scene, tke account of which is 
taien chiefly fi-om a letter of Dr. Beveridge to his son. Rev. 
Thomas H- Beveridge, of Philadelphia, dated the 8th of 
May, 1855 :— 

" Our dear brother. Dr. Anderson, is still lining, but no 
one entertaias the least hope of his recovery. On the last 
Sabbath of April, nine days ago, he was seized with a chill ; 
he was somewhat better on Monday. He continued, how- 
ever, to suffer a good deal on Tuesday and Wednesday. On 
Thursday morning I was sent for: he was supposed to be 
dying. He recovered somewhat during the day. I called as 
Booo as I returned from Miller'a Run, (where I had preached,) 
and found biia sinking. On Tuesday I was again sent for, 
about noon, when he was once more thought to be dying. 
Stayed with him ttat evening and night. He was sensible, 
though not able to do much more than answer questions. 
Ou Friday, or perhaps Thursday, 1 asked him if he knew 
that he was dying. He replied that -he did. I asked him 
if he found himself prepared to leave the world. His reply 
was that he trusted that he was ready. About 2 o'clock of 
Saturday morning, Dr. M'Elweo arrived. Dr. Andei'son bad 
apparently been inattentive tfl any thing for some time; but 
as his la'other M'Elweo approached the bed, and asked if he 
knew him, Dr, Anderson raised himself up with a sudden 
siart, calling out as he did so, 'M'Elwee, M'Elwee, M'El- 
weo 1' be threw his arms around him, and drew him down to 
his breast, where he held him till we were obliged to remove 
his hands, to give Dr. M'Elwee his liberty." He seemed 
exceedingly gratified, and was induced to take some water, 
by which the clamminess of his mouth was removed, and he 
was able for some time to speak more distinctly. About 10 
o'clock, Saturday afternoon, he fell into an agony of p^n. 
His countenance became, distorted, he tossed his head rapidly 
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from one aide to the other, and flung his aiine violently in 
every direetion, cryJBg out as he did so, "Oh, me ! Oh, me I 
What shall I do ? "What shall I do ? I want strength — I 
want strength — I have no strength !" The writer presented 
himself before his face, and repeated the t^st, " My grace 
is sufficient for thee, for mj strength is made perfect in weak- 
ness." The Doctor looked up with a steady, pleasant eye, 
and repea,ted the latter part of the test, " Mi/ strength is 
Inade perfect m weakness." "Tes," said the writer, "trust 
in him, and you will find it so." Ho made no answer, hnt 
became calm, and lay t[uietly till ahout 2 o'clock in the after- 
noon, when the writer, having the Lord's Supper on hand, 
was obliged to leave. " On Saturday night," continues Dr. 
Beveridge, " his brother William came to see him, and ho 
manifested a like gratification, and in the same way, when he 
recognised him. He appeared also gratified to find Dr. 
Hanna and other friends around him. I stayed with him all 
day on Saturday, leaving Dr. Hanna to preach and attend to 
the other servicoa of the day at Miller's Run. On Sabbath 

1 was obliged to loave him, and on Monday also I was at 
Miller'a Run. During all thia time, and indeed from Thurs- 
day till the present time, his sufferings have been extreme 
beyond any I have ever before witnessed, in intensity and 
duration. They have been such as almost to frighten one in 
relation to the last conflict. I hope, however, it will not last 
much longer. He has swallowed nothing for several days, 
and cannot even bear to have hia parched lips wet with 

"P. S. — 12 o'clock. Dr. Anderson breathed his last 
about half after 10 o'clock, and is to be buried to-morrow at 

2 o'clock. He waa aixty-aix years of age last December." 
He was accordingly interred, on the 9th of May, in the 

grave-yard of the Associate congregation of Charticrs, wherein 
his parents and some other relations had been previously laid. 
The company that fullowed his body to its long home was 
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\eiy larg ml thit linme Uron^li the ^fftction ni his 
fxmily, has been m«trkei by the erection ot a uch lut molesfc 
mnnument ot marble On th front ot th sh^ft is AnileN 
fon the family mme m the a nth ?ido of tke bi'is in a 
simple inscription which announces the time of tia birth, 

nJ the time ot his ileith anl on the n itii side is a test of 
Sell] ture Gxpics^ite nf the hope which anim ted Dr Ander- 
& n while livm^ and comfort? the huaita of si my ng fnenda 
in regaid to his dtath The t st H that in Eev xiv 13^ 

Ple'i'bed ire the leid that lie m the Loid from henceforth; 
'/ei saith the Spmt that they may le-^t fiom then labors; 

nd their woiLb do follow them 
Di Ander on ^ oxtonor was laige, massivej and comelyj 

nd thoufjh Inge bidies and little souk are often eonjomed, 
m this case the gloiy withm was equal o) supenor to the 
es-pei-tations inspired by the outward form He WdS able to 
ic( topli^h much in i little time Though twenty four jeai'S 
01 age when he LDmmen&ed his academicil studie'! yet in the 
c uiBP it a few yeais he was ejual and supenor to m'iny 

thers 11 ho had been prosecuting those studies from their 

h Idiood While oth rsstu lied divinity, he studied divmity 
dud medicine, and perfoimed all the tedious duties ot Profes- 
sor of Languages in Jefferson College. This mental activity, 
and the fruit of it, mach done in a little time, was visible in 
all the differect stages of his career. What time he usually 
employed in preparing for the Sabbath I know not ; but if 
an emergency required it, he could collect and arrange the 
materials of a sermon in a very short time. He was nut so 
remarkable, however, for the activity of his mental operations, 
as for t3ie compass and extent of his vision. As a man of 
the smallest stature, standing near an ant-hill, can survey it 
on all sides at one aud the same time, so he seemed to tower 
above the subject which he had occasion to handle, and to 
view al! its different sides at once, with all the objections 
■which iriiglit be brought against the view which ho rnain- 
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fo k nd p pe k pt n tb p p pi fb p L 

fb pp Iw pplydp d nlh pdt 
w tfiedtfl ttnlmHntedna 

1 tl b k tb n nd tl J ng f a J At tb 

nd f th y k m k d tb p p nd 1 d t by an I 
bgnnwTbl fl nd new n 

bt ni n jtba btbm nbgdn 

J d n 1 t bl w U n b dw 11 ng 

Tbe result of his well-diiected laduetiy was iichea m 
knowledge : bia library was, indeed, not -very large ; but 
being of an observing, penetrating mind, and persevering 
spirit, wbat be studied was well istudied. He eouid read a 
Latin system of divinity almost as freely as common English. 
He was so familiar with tbe Greek of tbe Now Testament, 
that in family worshipj in his owb house, be read the chapter 
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directly from thi. ongiudl test He tad i g"o3 a(,quaintaiico 
with tht, Hcbiew of the Old iLstament, and with ancient and 
modem hutorj, with the rsmoiples of our lepwblican govern 
ment and of the common liw He wis i goc 1 phjaiuan m 
all frdmary ca'fes, and. net ignorant of cheniistiy, nor ot 
agncnltuie nr aicLitecture Ho was well acijuainted with 
human natme, and knew yery generally, before the tnal of 
a particular measuie, whethei it wouli ht home or rejected 
with indignation Men of vigorous powers and great learning 
aie sometimes destitute of common sen^e, bnt it waa never 
supposed by any of his acquaintances that Dr Anderson wvs 
deficient m that leapect Common sense ^ad prudence weie 
con<<picuou3 m all that he said ind did 

Great abilities and iich aequiiements arp often attended 
with 1 highly superciboua «pint, that unfita the possessor for 
usefulness in the world "But Dr Aaieison wm humble md 
pitient He tKouglit it no degridition to leave his seat m 
eoikge, and ride through the countiy picichmg the gospel 
to the potr and ignoiant ind when settled in t piatoidi 
charge, he waa n t above prcaLhmg fioin house to house, oi 
visitmg the pojr m their afflietioi A man whose gifts are 
es(,ellent, miy be m a greit meisuie useless thiough lack 
of the pimciples that should guide him m the exeiciso ot hia 
gifts, and escite him to use them toi the benefit of others 
He mty be without zeal foi the glrry ot God and the cau'io 
of righteousness, and without love for his fellow cieaturcs 
But Dr Andeison was nut m this unhappy case He was 
veiy zealous for the Lord GjI of hosts, and toward-> men he 
was full of kindness Whin, m the commencement of my 
ministiy, I told him of any di&culty, oi dIS0O^lr^gement, oi 
cause of perplexity, howevei tiifling the thin^ wis, he ne^er 
niado li^ht of it, but listened with hsed attention , and when 
he had compiehended the ease, he applied himselt to the 
libor of helping me with as much e'Ltnestness asi if I hid 
been his own sen His tenderness was \eiy visible in his 
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intercourse with Mis AnJeison and hi^ daiig[iti,r , and Dr. 
Beveridge, his colleague m the &emiaary, witnei'wi that 
towards the students he show^l all the kmdneas ot a fathei 
particularly when anj of them weie undpi afliLtion A 
first sight his lofty head and stern countenance led me to 
suspect that he was without tendei teelmgSj and thit though 
I might e&teem, I cuulJ not lovo him But flist impressions 
are often fallacious. " Very pleasant hast thou been unto 
me, my brother. Thy love to me was wonderful, passing the 
ioTO of women." Many good men will wound the feelings 
of a friend in pursuit of a jest and a laugh. But Dr. Ander- 
son's tenderness forbade him to do so. 

Some, who are not Ticioua, will through weakness or jn- 
considerateness, reveal what has been communicated to them 
in the confidence of friendship; and those who will maki 
trouble for their friends intentionally, or inadvertently, ai 
so many in all the walks of life, that the royal preacher 
inquires after a faithful man, and hints that it is hard to find 
such a man. " A faithful man, who can find ?" Dr. Ander- 
son obtained mercy to he faithful in all his relations. He 
was an intelligent, constant friend, and wise counselor ; and 
the writer has often felt thankful that being such, Divine 
Providence had brought us into contact and fellowship. 

The good qualities already noticed, were enhanced by 
honesty and sincerity. Too many magnify whatever they 
have occasion to speak of, but his commimi cations were yea, 
yea, nay, nay ; and whether he commended or faulted, his 
words were the just exponents of his thoughts. If he had 
offered a measure to the Pi-esbytery or Synod, and a brother 
oifered something better, he would abandon his own measure 
and maintain the substitute. He did nothing through strife 
or vainglory. He never spoke that others might hear how 
well he conld spealt, nor continued to harangue and reason 
for the sake of victory. He wai, no doubt, pleased to possess 
the esteem of his feliow-mcn, but dirett attempts to win 
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|)Opular faYor, his honesty and sense of dignity would not 
allow him to ma.ke. He was free from that amhition which 
is ever striviag to shine with such lustre as to thyow all 
others iato the shade, and from that bitterness of soul which 
gJTcs birth to envy. If a brother in the miuistry succeeded 
in riTotiisg the atteatjon of the people more closely than he 
had done himself, Dr. Anderson was not njadc restless aDd 
uDGasy, aor Btjrred ap to speali disparagingly of hia brother, 
but rather to praise and thank the Most High for bestowing 
such gifts on men. To this nobleness of spirit, Dr. Beveridge, 
his colieague in the Seminary and in the pastorate of Miller's 
Eirn, bears witness, stating ia a letter lately received, that 
some of the people of Miller's Bun preferred Dr. Anderson, 
jmd some himself— that Dr. Anderson noticed their prefer- 
ences, and spoke of them in private interviews with as much 
indifference as if ho had been no way interested. 

Weight was given to Dr. Anderson's instructions, public 
and private, by his hahitual gravity. He was indeed affable 
aad cheerful, and could laugh heartily when there was a just 
occasion. Bttt by natnre or grace, or both combined, he was 
estranged from levity. Hia speech was very generally 
f-iahoned with salt, and good to the use of edifying. I recol- 
lect bat onelaaghablo story of his telling, and that bore aome- 
nliat against himself. 

He was lodging with a worthy pair of elderly Scotch people 
in Sterling congregation, Iredell county. North Carolina, on 
the night before the sacramental fast. He spoke during the 
evening of the sad declension of religion, and as an instance 
noticed the wtler disregard of fast days by many j and the 
genei-al neglect of every thing like fasting, by many who 
profess to sanctify the day. It did not ocjur to him to state, 
as was his belief, that on .a day of fasting, worshipers should 
not indulge in table comforts as on other days, but take 
merely a little of something plain and simple, for necessary 
sustenance. The morning having come, he walked out to a 
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grove, and spent aa hour op more in prayer and study. He 
returned, expecting to be invited to the breakfast table, but 
was asked to lead ja worship. Worship being over, he sat 
for some time and conversed with the head of the family. 
He went to the grove again, tari'ied a good while, and re- 
turned, confidently expecting ttat a frugal repast was in 
readiness for him. But instead of that the horses were 
saddled for going to the churcb, and the old lady had adjusted 
her bonnet and shawl. Aa soon as he entered the house, she 
accosted him very kindly, saying- — " Now, Mr. Anderson, it 
is too muck to go all day without eating any thing at all ; 
having to preacii two sermons, you will faint before you arc 
through with them. Will you not have a little of some- 
thing?" He replied — "To be sure I will, if I can get it." 
So she laid off her bonnet, and in a few moments invited him 
to a cold repast. While relating this bit of his eiperience, 
the Doctor laughed very heartily.. It was not, however, a 
vain story. All may easily learn from it that the man of 
God should rightly divide the word of trath, showing wha.t 
is right and proper, as well as that which is reprehensible 
and to be avoided. 

That persons who have not had the happiness of seeing Dr. 
Anderson in the pulpit may have some idea of him as a 
preacher, it is necessary to state that though he was large 
and strong, his bodily organization was such that he could 
only speak in a conversational tone. His pronunciation being 
distinct, he was nevertheless heard with ease in a large 
assembly. It must be stated further, that be had one mental 
peculiarity: while hia memory was grasping and retentive 
of ideas, be had less ability than the generality of men to 
remember and repeat sentences. At the commencement of 
his ministry he wrote his sermons at full length, as young 
ministers of the Associate Church generally do ; but it took 
him a whole week to commit a sermon, and after so much 
labor he was hampered in the delivery. He concluded, after 
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a few trials, that if he could not preacli except in this way, 
it woiJd he Hecessary for him to abandon the ministry. The 
plaa on which he fell, was that of writing down the heads 
and particular divisiona, with, a few senteneea under each 
diyision indicating the line of illustration to be pursued. In 
this way lie preached with more oaae and comfortj and io this 
way he continued to preach. Frequently, indeed, he wrote 
his sermon at full length ; hut in preparing to preach it, he 
did no more than make himself familiar with the line of 
thoughts ; and thus, while the matter was premeditated, the 
language was extemporaneous. 

It may be stated further, that in taste and judgmeot, Dr. 
Anderson was opposed to ornate discourses and rhetorical 
fiourishea in the sacred desk. He often quoted, with ap- 
probation, the famous lines of Cowper ; — 

" What, wUl a man play bioks ? Will he indalgB 
A sill;, fond ouii«eit of his &lr form. 
And jnst proportion, fashionable mien. 
And prBttj lace, in presence of his Sod! 
Or will be seek to daazle raa with Iropa^ 
And play his brilliant pai'ts before m; eyea, 
When I am hnngry for the trend of life ? 

I Beek divine aimplioity in him 

Who handles things divine ; and all beside, 

Though learned ivitii labor, and though much admired 

Io me is oiUous. 

W klip, therefore, Dr Anderson's preaching iias, is to the 
mittcr, aolid and nth, in reipet-t of the language and style 
ot dehveiy, it wis very plain and simple Epithets wore not 
piled upon epithets, noi one hright cnmpinson upon another 
Hii hearers weie not amused with giaphn. deacnptiona of 
ppisona and si onca, nor astunishLd at times with a torrent 
ot diition and feeling He was not flippant noi diawlmg, 
hut flowed with an evenly tenor, as the clear atream of a 
80 
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prolifia fountain. Hia able thouglits flowing immediately 
from his own mind, and enforced by the countenance of 
sincerity itself, generally commanded the attention of hearers, 
thongh the words were plain, and perhaps for that yery reason. 
In the body of his sermon, what he ever aimed at waa to 
manifest some point of truth, or to refute aome error, and hia 
argamGiita were plain and cogent. In the conclusion he 
appealed to the consciences of his hearers, and appealed con- 
science itself to the tribunal of the great Judge ; and these 
appeals were always solemn, and often very impresalye. 

His many escelleneiea were more conspicuous on the floor 
of Synod than in the pulpit. In a time of a heat and excite- 
ment, his calm, dignified mien, and gentle voice, were aa oil 
on the troubled waters. When darlinesa brooded over the 
Assembly, many not able to see the point at issue, his cool, 
judge-like statement of the matter, and plain arguments in 
behalf of the truth, were often aa a bright light kindled up 
in a dark place. He was eminently fitted for the chair of 
Didactic and Polemic Theology. Hia great intellectual ability 
and solid learning, his dignity of appearance, and constant 
propriety of conduct, his condescending kindness and patience, 
made him all that could be desired in that important post. 

It need scarcely be added that he was a man of piety; for 
what is Chiistian piety but the harmonious meeting of those 
fruits of righteousness which i 
Of his sincere piety there are many other e 
that evidence which he mentioned himself to Dr. Eeveridge 
as one that afiibrded him aorao consolation. Only two of the 
many shall be specified. He loved the truth of the goapel, 
and stood by it in the face of opposition and reproach ; and 
he loved the word of truth — the Holy Scriptures. When the 
writer had accepted of a pastoral charge in the Presbytery of 
the Caroiinaa, though our dwelling-places were thirty miles 
apart, he proposed that we should meet once a month for 
reading a portion of Scripture, and offering such remarka as 
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might occur to us, or we should te able to collect; and it 
appears that he bouud himself to read so much of the word 
daily in private as would serve to talie him quite through in 
the course of the year. His gi-eat suffei-ings in the close of 
his life are no sigu or proof that he was not right io heart 
with God. Christ came to his beloved disciples in a stona, 
and they were exceedingly disti-essed ; and we are informed 
in the word of truth that grace is given to evei-y one to profit 
witiial ; that is, to be exercised to the glory of God and the 
benefit of others ; and how could the esoellent graces, faith, 
coui-age, and patience, be exercised and made manifest with- 
out some very sharp trials ? Mr. Boston says : — " It is very 
rare, I suppose, that any of God's children have something 
more than ordinary about them to their advantage, but they 
get something more than ordinary to try them. Of all the 
patriarchs there was not one that had more divine raanifesta^ 
tions, or so many as Jacob, nor so many and great afflictions 
cither. Of all the sons of Jacob there was none so highly 
raised and useful aa Joseph, and none so afflicted. Heman 
was a man of more than ordinary reach, and so of afflic- 
tions." — Oom;pleted TFoi-fts, vol. vi., p. 650. What the writer 
saw himself of the terrible agonies of Dr. Anderson, (bodily 
agonies, for they were confined to the body,) led him to these 
reflections at the time. It is the lambs which the Good 
1 ph d gathers with hig arms and carries in hi^ bosom and 
1 fo Let not the wise man fcloiy in his wisdom nor 
h m ^1 ty man m his powei he will be apt to need all 
the V sd m and power which he possesses, and peihaps more 
I w s conv need too of the pcrfi-ct folly of deterring ] le 
1 on f r death tU leith comes and male n a manner 
t hear the word wnnd ng fiom Heavtn If tht iighteous 
a ely be aved wheie shall the wicked and ungodij ap 
J H en met mcs (,illc 1 r st in 1 if tl e I) ctor a 

re'-aased spirit w nt t leaven s is c nfi lentlj hoi e I ^°'^ 
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sweet waa the perfect rest, and how light and trifling do 
all the lahors and torments of the way now appear ! 
John xyi : 21, 22. 

That this imperfect esMbition of the life and character of 
one of the precious sons of Zion may aerye to Stir up some 
others to follow him eyen as he followed Christ, is the earnest 
desire and prayer of the writer. 

W. M. M'Elwee. 
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REV. JOHN H. KENNEDY, A. M. 

Professor of Malhemalies •md Natural History in Jofforsoa College, 
from April, 1630, till his daatb, Decamber ISth, 1840. 



Rev. John H. Keunedy was descended from a yery respect" 
able and pious ancestry. Jamea Kennedy, liia grandfatber, 
emigrated from Ireland, and settled, first in New Jersey, and 
afterwards in Peqna, Lancaster county, Pennsylvania, where 
some of the family still reside. Ecv; Eobert Kennedy, the 
father of the deceased, has heen for many years in the minis- 
try, and has sustained a very high standing among his hreth- 
i'en, for talents, learning, and respectability. In the full 
rigor of body and mind, bo stii! lives to mourn the loss of 
his beloved son. 

John Herron, Esq., the maternal grandfather, lived and 
died on " Herron'a Branch," Franklin county. Of his nume- 
rous family, the only survivor is Francis Herron, D. D., who 
was the eldest child. At the house of this, venerated grand- 
father, John H, Kennedy was bom, November 11, 1801. 
His mother (Jane HeiTon) w!^, in the mysterious providence 
of God, removed by death, when John, her eldest son, was 
eighteen months old. After the death of his mother, he lived 
150* (S53:) 
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in his grandfather' a family until Lis fiftli year. During this 
period his health was very delicate, and little hope was enter- 
tained that he should attain to manhood. His recolieetions 
of liis grandfather, and hia residence in his family, were of 
the most pleasing kind. It waa, he remarks, hia " vale of 
Tempo ;" and the time spent there, his " Saturnalia." About 
the close of his fifth, year he was talten home by his father, 
who had married a second iTife. He waa early sent to school, 
but was not so fond of study as of play, and especially such 
sports as required vigorous exertion. These, though oft-en 
exposing him to danger, and sometimes to injury, contributed 
to that remarkable health which he enjoyed until the last 
year of his life. 

In his ninth or tenth year he oommenoed the Latin gram- 
mar with hia father, under whose instruction he studied the 
Latin and Greek languages. 

Living in a retired place in the country, and without any 
young associates and class-mates to stimulate him, he bad 
great aversion to study, and attended to it as an irksome task 
until hia fifteenth yeai. 

As to his religious views and feelings during this period, 
he had not experienced any special religious impressions ; but 
being favored with careful religious instruction, he was 
restrained from vicious excesses, was sometimes thoughtful, 
and generally conscientious in an external observance of the 
Sabbath, and religious institutions. He states that he does 
not remember ever to have told a lie in his life ; nor was he 
eVor guilty of profaneness, in the common acceptation of the 
term — so important and powerful is the influence of early 
religious instmction, even while the heart is devoid of all holy 
principles, and entirely deatitiite of all relish or taste for 
apiritual things. In his fifteenth year his father removed 
from Franklin county to Cumberland, in Mai-yland, where he 
took charge of an academy, and was at the same time pastov 
of a congregation. There he was introduced to new scenes, 
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and exposed to new and various temptations, from witnessing 
profaneneas, Sahbatli-bi-eaking, and various fams of vice and 
dissipation which prevailed in the place. These influenoes 
would have proved ruinous had he not experienced the 
restrMuts of a reJigious education ; and though prevented from 
going to the same vicious excesses as others, jet he suffered 
great injury from these unhallowed influences. He became 
"hardened through the deceitfulness of sin." "For the 
space of two years," lie writes, "I wholly restrained j 
before God, repined at parental authority, and ws 
of almost every thing but aelf-gratiftcation." 

We now come to a period of his life somewhat peculiar. 
" This," he remarks, " was the period when I may almost say, 
' after the straitest sect, I lived a Pharisee.' " Like other 
sinners, he had often purposed to amend " at some more con- 
venient season," but did not mean to commenee so early and 
so vigorously as ho now was constrained to do. 

He was in his sixteenth year when " this twilight of the 
day-spring from on high" commenced. Immediately after 
going to bed, a powerful impression was made on his raind, 
with regard to the danger of his condition. This alarm waa 
not occasioned by any pai'tioular sin, recently committed ; biit 
by a sense of the guilt and danger of prevailing thoughtless- 
ness and irreligion. The necessity and nature of repentance 
seems not to have occurred ; but the conviction was irresisti- 
ble, that he must amend, and that without delay. The duty 
of immediately resuming prayer, which he had so long 
neglected, was presented to his mind, but he concluded it 
would be safest to reform first, else his prayers would not be 
a*,£eptable " Suth," he adds, " were my reasonings and 
resolutions , such my entire ignorance of my own helplessness 
and dcpiavity , and it maybe well askel, ' can any good thmg 
come out of an experience, in ite commencement, so much at 
vaiunce with everj feature of true pielv?' The iLsolutiona 
foimcd lid nit piss away, as 'the moining clml anl early 
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i3ew ;' for God was verily here, though I knew it not, and had 
erected no altar to his praise." Tke reformation contemplated 
continued, and was extended much, further and deeper ttan 
was at first anticipatedj " though the light he had was liie 
moon-light, devoid of heat, and which easts a disheartening 
gloom over whatever it partially illuminates." In the midst 
of all this darkness conscience was faithful at its post, and 
increasingly so, as he obtained more light and eleai-cr views 
of the divine law in its spirituality and extent. Whilst he 
had no " delight in the law of God, after the inner man," 
but rather an increasing opposition to its strictness and purity, 
atill be was constrained by the power of coindence to relin- 
quish every practice with regard to which he entertained any 
misgivings, although it cost him a terrible struggle, and 
brought him to his knees before God. 

November, 1818, About the close of his seyenteenth year 
he became a student of this college. This was a very inter- 
esting period of his life. Whilst the greater part of the stu- 
dents here at that time, as they generally have been, and we 
hope always will be, were religious, or moral, it so happened, 
owing to some previous acquaintance, his first associates were 
of a very different character. Among tliem was one who was 
suddenly kilied by a stroke of lightning, at the instant of his 
uttering the language of daring profanity. His wild asso- 
ciates endeavored to dissipate all his serious impressions ; but 
no solicitations could induce him to engage in immoral prac- 
tices. His inclination and purpose, before he came to college, 
was to be a lawyer; but his conscience now began to rendei 
him uneasy at the prospect of the temptations he should havf 
to encounter in that profession. 

He had not, as yet, openly professed religion by partaking 
of the Lord's Supper. He had designed to do so at a future 
period ; but it was deferred, not from any sense of unfitness — 
for be had great confidence in his supposed piety--but felt 
reluctance to make so public a separation from the world. 
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At times lie felt considerable uneasinesa from those solemn 
declarations of Christ — " Whosoever shall he ashamed of me," 
&c. — Mark viii : 38. Reierring to this in his notes, written 
some time after ho entertained a hope of a saving change, be 
remarlcs, " I am now astonislied how I oould evade this strik- 
ing declaration, while living in express opposition to it, and 
still flatter myself that I was a Cliristian. Yet such is the 
bliadness of the heart till Jesus makes it wise." And he 
concludes some very judicious and penitential reflections on 
his case, as follows : " My case waa, in many respects, more 
hopeless than that fywthd' I df 

For though I tad ne t tli m ft 

many others, yet I b 1 t h d d f 

completely, and for s 1 
lessly deluded as I w ( 
my pafit history, or e 
more fully of the po 
myself to he a sianei f 
is still slight, yet I c p 
' God he merciful to m 

After he was aom m th t 11 g h 1 t m t 

change his lodging, dhass ti. Hbta bdg 
with Dr. Ramsey, (then residing a short distance in the coun- 
try,) now Professor of Theology in the Associate Theological 
Seminary, For this venerable father and his family he 
always entertiined a very high regard. Here he w 
fiom many temptations .md waa rigidly punctual ii 
to religious duties, in piivate, in the family, in the social 
prayer meeting, <md the hrase of God, Here, too, he was 
happily associate 1 with Joseph Trimble, as his room-mate— a 
fellow student of devoted piety and faithfulneaa, who appears 
to have been a principal instrument in hia conversion to God. 

March, 1819. The Lord's Supper was to be administered 
in Dr. M'Millau's church, wliere the students usually attended. 
His friend Trimble, mentioning the names of some of tlie 
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applicants for admiBsion, and stating tteir religions experience, 
with which. Le had made himself acquainted, took occasion to 
mate a direct and personal appeal to his young friend. He 
espresaed to him his doubts with regard to his self-righteous 
hopes, and his fears that he was under a dreadful delusion, 
and atill in " the gall of bitt^rnesSj and bond of iniquity." 
The arrow was carried to his heart. Never before did the 
possibility of deception occur to him, though the same truths 
had been frequently presented under the searching and pow- 
erfnl ministry of Dr. M'Millan, and others. His friend urged 
the point of his danger and guilt ia rejecting the Saviour, 
and concurring with the Jews in "murdering God'a only Son." 
These expostulations awakened indescribable emotions, and 
" drew from him a flood of tears." 

He felt that he must admit some of tbe charges, yet sap- 
posed that his friend was ignorant of the faithful manner he 
attended to secret duties. Still he felt himself in awful dan- 
ger. Hell appeared infinitely dreadful. Sure v!ork seemed 
to be absolutely necessary. He prayed with more frequency 
and earnestness ; but his perplexity and distress remain. The 
arrows of God stick fast in his soul. 

About this time he went to Washington, seven railea dis- 
tant, where the sacrament was to bo administered. He went 
in company with a number of pious students, several of whom 
had left Washington on account of difficulties that had 
occurred in reference to the college, but still retained a warm 
attachment to the emigregation, where some of them had been 
born into the kingdom of Christ. This praying hand fre- 
quently visited Washington, and especially oa sacramental 
occasions, delighted to mingle with kindred spirits in pouring 
out their souls in prayer and praise, in the social prayer-meet- 
ing, and in the public sanctuary. 

The account of this visit, and his exercises on the occasion, 
I give in Mr. Kennedy's own words ; " I went to Washing- 
ton, &c. My oars were now open ; I heard several awakening 
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I staid with Mr. Brown, then pastor of Washiagton 
coagregatioH, now President of Jefferson College. I heard Et 
good deal of conYersation on religion. Some remarks on the 
reaponsihle situation of clergymen's children, were principally 
made at me, and e^en personally applied to me. These I 
felt but mswered not. The agency of the Spirit of &od was 
spoken of I wondered what this meant ; and I now aupposo 
that although 1 had often read of him, and been told of him, 
yet in reality I never before so much as thonght 'whether 
there wii a Holy Ghost.' While at Washington I was very 
miserable. I suspected some change to be necessary — what, 
I tnew not, and yet was desirous of bringing myself to it. 
I had reoowrse to frequent prayer ; not so much to seek the 
blessing of G-od, as from a notion of the traniforw,mg efficacy 
lit prayer. I began to look upon myself as under eonviotion, 
and supposed that the time which had already elapsed, and 
the ansiety which I had undergone, (mght to have brought 
matters to a favorable issue. I still wanted the payment of 
a A^t, and not the bestowment of grace. I strove hard to 
make to myself a new heart and a right spirit ; ignorant still 
of the life-giving spirit." While he was thus " like a help- 
less captive, sold under the power of sin" — a prisoner — envel- 
oped in darkness — blind with regard to the method of relief— 
trosting to his own righteousness, and his own efforts, and 
not to the righteousness of Christ and the power of the Holy 
Ghost, the Lord " was leading him by a way he knew not." 
By this painful process he was teaching him more of his 
guilt, depravity, and utter helplessness, and the folly and 
wickedness of trusting to his own righteousness, his morality, 
his prayers, his religious observances, his resolutions, his 
convictions and his own unavailing efforts. In this way the 
awakened sinaer, while still in the "gall of bitterness" — 
nothing better by his convictions, but growing worse and 
worse every hour — is by an unseen power driven from his 
refuges of lies — taught by his own espeiience the wickedness 
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of tia heart, and tis utter holplessuess. Ttua out off from 
every other hope, aud deapairiag of all created help, he is 
brought to the foot of the cross, and enabled to say from the 

"A guilty, weak and helpless worm, 
Od Ihy kind arms I fall ; 
Be thou my attength. and rlghttouancaa, 
My Jesua and my all." 

After returning to Canonaburg in this distressing state of 
mind, and after going to bed, the declaration of the Sayiour to 
Zaccheus— " This day is salvation come to this house," Luke 
six : 9 — was brought to hia mind with great force, and his 
mind dwelt upon it with delight, as a certain evidence that be 
waa now an heir of glory — and probably some will be ready 
to say, anrely this is the time of his deliverance, the hour of 
his conversion to God. Biitohthedeceitfulneasof the heart, 
and the subtile wiles of the adversary I His hopes and joys 
from this source were all a delusion of Satan, " transformed 
into an angel of light." He waa soon mercifully delivered 
from a delusion, by whioh many are ruined forever. He soon 
discovered that a mere suggestion of a text of Scripture, 
unaccompanied by a change of heart, and the appropriate 
fruits of holiness, is no better evidence of acceptance with 
God than the east of a die, or the " flight of birds." 

After continuing some days in the same slate of anxiety 
and bondage, it ocoua-red to him " not to work harder, but to 
believe and depend on Christ for acceptance." This dawn 
of light, whioh soon vanished, seems to have been the first 
view of the plan of salvation whioh had over entered his 
darkened mind. A few days after he remarks, " that he 
degenerated in works, without growing in faith," until restored 
by the monition of his friend Trimble, who wattjhed over him 
with prayerful concern. 

Some days after he awoke in the morning in a very pleasing 
frame of mind : " I had a view of God's glory, to which I 
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was before a stranger ; all nature seemed to bo directed "by 
an omnipotent, unerring hand. The doleful melancholy 
which had brooded over me so long vanished in an instant, 
and I was enabled to 'rejoice that the Lord Gtod omnipotent 
reigneth.' " 

That this was the dawning of spiritual day he seems him- 
self to have entertained some doubt, as the glory of God in 
Christ was not then distinctly the ohjeet of contemplation. Bat 
there is reason to believe, from subsequent experience, that 
till? was indeed the " star of Bethlehem " although this pleas- 
L, aim was afterwards beelo ded an I his views of a Saviour 
nl the pi n of salvat on vo 7 nb c e nd he might be said 

I see men itreeswlhng let th>reialittledoubtthat 
w th dawn of the s n of ghteo snesa; and although 

at n s on nstantin on change, and the precise 

u omont d ffic It to be asceita ned yet with regard to the 

I e of t, ani the work of sanctifieation, this is progrea- 

B an 1 ad n ts f var is degrees trom the first dawning ray 

t the f 11 blaao of noon 

^.t tl e lose of the w nt sesb on 1819, Mr. Kennedy 
t ne I h me to ( umi e 1 n 1 He e in the midst of his 
nil ac 1 a ntancos in 1 mj an s ho felt himself as a lonely 
st angei w thout th sympathy ot k nlred spirits, and rather 
J o nted at by the finf,e of sco n Ho was very conscientious 
u th disiharge of hnown duty wh h cost him sometimes 
J nf ul sat, ifi #s H s fethe wa il sent, at Philadelphia, 
ttend ng th Gkneial A&seml ly and he conducted family 
wo h p f r the first t me n t w thout a painful conflict. 

II ho gh debvere 1 f om that deep 1 'ttress which ho had 
fo me ly esper ence 1 ud though ev deutly growing in humil- 

iy n 1 the knowl dge f h m elf h s a nfulness and weakness, 
J t he ha J not those clear and comfort ng views of a Saviour, 
bj wh h he coull reioee n h m w th confidence as " all his 
fliilvation and a.11 his delight." At this stage of his expe- 
rience he' found one individual in Cumberland who, in the 
SI 
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sovereign proviclenee of God, was directed to " teach liim tte 
way more perfectly." Tliis was a pious Gernraa, now an 
elder in the Preabyterian CImreh. This man, who had him- 
self tasted of the " wormwood and the gall," understood tis 
disease, and directed to the proper remedy. " Oh," said he, 
(with the German accent,) " it is good to feel the vifcJcedness 
of tho heart. We ought to be thankful that God has showed 
it to us. It is just what the apostle says in the 7th chapter 
of Romans ; ' He then preached to him Christ and him cru- 
cified, as the end of the law for righteousness.' " From this 
time his views of tlie mediation of Christ, and of acceptance 
through him, were much altered, and hia spiritual prospects 
proportionably brightened. He now enjoyed peace with God, 
and at length attained an " assurance of f^th," which was 
seldom interrupted. At this time he was admitted to the 
communion of the church. At what particular time he expe- 
rienced regeneration he could not say — he believed it took 
place before his admission to the Lord's Supper. He remarks : 
" What I can principally say oa this point is, ' that whereas 
I was blind, now I see.' " 

On his return to college, the gloom which had brooded over 
him so long was dispelled : he became more sociable and 
oheerfal— felt a warmer love for Christians, and a more ten- 
der concern for impenitent sinners — took an active part in the 
prayer-meeting — attended to his duties as a student with dili- 
gence and success. Wisdom's ways were ways of pleasantness. 
Ihiring his whole course at college he sustained a high stand- 
ing as to talents and scholarship, and graduated with honor, 
May, 1820. 

I have dwelt the longer on the Teligious experience of Mr. 
Kennedy, because it is in some respects remarkable, and in 
itself peculiarly instructive and searching; and because it 
appears to have been hia desire that this part of his history 
should be useful and instmotivc to his family and friends, 
and the occasion of solemn warning and self-exaraination 
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laA henoe la the bngiiph^ of himself, wMolx he o 

but did not fmioh, hia eipenence is that which he has given 

m St in aet!Lil 

The subsequent yeirs of his life, though funlishing much 
that IS interesting must bo glanced at with more brevity. 

Tbi, bummei of 1^20 was spent at his father's, ia general 
Ttading, and in efforts to do good, as he bad opportunity. A 
Bible bociety was commenced ; also a prai/er-meelinff, of 
wbicb we may he sure the honest G-ermau was an important 
member Towards the cIo=« of the summer there was a pow- 
■.iful and esti-naiYe awakening m Cnmberland and the vicinity. 
The immediate instmracnta were NietoSaa Patterson, a licen- 
tiate from the Presbyteiy of Baltimore, and John Gloucester, 
a ooloied man, i memboi of the Presbytery of Philadelphia, 
much respected by ill dasics for his talents and usefnlnesa, 

ii 1 hi^ morfe t, unassuming piety. Prior to the visit of these 
uimisteis, which was providential, serious impressions had 
I n m^ide on the mmds of many, no doubt in answer to 
fjiyer, ind bj othii mstiumentalities. These impressions 
ffpie new increased and developed : " One soweth and another 

cipetb , and in both cases the glory should he given to God, 

md not ti man A ninative of this revival was published 

n time after by Ml Kennedy lad extensively eirenlate] 

In Oetob r 18 he started for the Theological bemmaiy 

jt Piinceton On his way he tamed some time m Frinklin 

mong his fnenls and a quamtinoes an I endeavored to 
\i \e bis visits by faithful person il eonversation with 

1 livid lals His youthful aeal, which probally was njfc 
jlyiys regulate I by prudence an! a correct knowledge of 
1 umin Kutme give great offence He soon foun 1 thit old 

\lim wao tf J stiong for young Melanethon Persons alto 

ethei inne ustomed to sich jla n de ling denouncel him 

s m eitkiiiicut and a fiJ'thohsf It is not pleitant to 
I rsons leofitute i tine jiety and yet rely ng with self 
( mplieen y on in itward foim oi f lofess n to have their 
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repose disturbed bj toneat appeals calculated to destroy their 
delnaive hopes Hence the ch'irge against faithful reprovers, 
as the "tronhlc»? of Israel ' 

November, 1820 He unved at Princeton, where he 
studied the regulai term of thiep jears. To this period he 
always reyeited with endearing lecollectiona. He commenced 
his theological studies with diligence and sncoess, and was 
soon distingnished by his talents and acquirements. 

In the fail vacation, on his return home, he was tafcen 
tinder (he caro of C.wli'ilo Presbytery. He revisited his 
friends, who had been offi,nded with his former ji^jn. dealing, 
and endeivorod, not without success, to reraoye some of their 
prejudices Among the yirious incidents which occurred 
while at Pnnceton, he has recorded the death of a deai- young 
brother, (Turner,) to whom he was much j,ttached, and whom 
he expected to be his compan on and fellow-laborer as a 
missionary. The following I find n h s notes; "When the 
hand of death was evidently i p n h m the brethren were 
called into his room, and he vas t n^tl ned to utter a few 
sentences. 'I go,' says he, 'to the world of spirits. Be 
more fiuthful than I have been ; and may the Lord make 
you instrumental in tearing down the strongholds of sin and 
satan.' He had trusted his salvation on Christ in life, and 
'none but Jesus' was his cry in death. He bade them all 
farewell — shook hands with the profe^ors and his physician, 
espre^ing his thanks for their kindness Priyer was offered 
and a hymn sung Tlie sitne wia solemn and affLcting — to 
see seventy young m n, with the professors and phjsieian, all 
melted in tears.' Thi^ case and that ot inotter student, 
(Krehbs,) dying m the triumph of faith, sitmed tn disarm 
death of his terrors " No event," says he, " cvei disaiiucd 
death so much of his terrors to me. The same effect I find 
was produced on the minds of others." 

During the winter or spring of 1821, he \iaited Momo- 
town, New Jersey, where a powerful revival had commenced, 
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whioh pervaJi'il the whole couKtry. This visit -n 
to liimself, and useful to others. Hia own experience quali- 
fied hiia for lieing a, safe and useful adviser to anxious souls, 
to guard them against the various refuges and delusions 
wliicL he had himself experienced. 

October, 1822 — He waa licensed to preach the go&pel — 
aged twenty years and ten months. Deeply impressed with 
tho responsibilities ef the work to which he was to be devoted, 
he set apart a day for fasting and prayer, a duty which he 
often practiced in the succeeding years of his life. After 
his licensure to preach the gospe!, he continued his studies 
another year at Princeton. 

During his residence at Princeton he was frequently har- 
^sed with doabts, which he had never entertained, even in 
hia former impenitent state. These doubts respected the 
very foundations of religion, the truth of the Scriptures, and 
even the existence of God, They were exceedingly distress- 
ing, and of long continuance. They did not arise from any 
want of arguments m support of the truth. These he con- 
sidered conclusive; and the objections against these great 
fuadftmental truths he considered of no weight in point of 
argument, and yet he was often greatly distressed on account 
of his want of -a. pleiising, satisfactory conviction t the t nth 
It did not, indeed, inflaence his condiiri, but int upted h 8 
comfort. It was plainly a device of the enemy and aft 
conversing with Dr. Alexander, he found that th drffi ulty 
was not to be removed by mere argwTient, or by th x se 
of his own reasoning alone, but by the effectuil apph at n 
of the ti'uth to his heart l)y the mighty power of God. In 
tkis way he sought and found relief, and was never afterwards 
troubled with these doubts. During his last year at the 
Seminary, the doctrines denominated Hopkiasian were fre- 
quently the subject of warm discussion. In these discussions 
Mr. Kennedy took an active and decided part, in opposition 
to what lie believed erroneous in these doctrines. A debate, 
3i* 
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prepared at that time OE tlie subject of the atonement, was 
afterwards pahliahed in the first Tolume of the Christian 
Advocate. Its admission into that periodioal hy the venerable 
editor, Dr. Green, is no slight evidence of its intrinsic abiiity 
and excellence, though written by one who had just arrived 
at the years of manhood. In an intellectual point of view 
these discussions were of service to him ; and whilst he con- 
tended for what he believed importaat truths — being a 
Calviniat of the real old school — it did not alienate his 
affeotions from his brethren who differed from him. 

The following is from notes written soon after leaving 
Princeton, September, 1823 : 

" Oui' exercises before and at parting were very affecting. 
While Bitting with my dear bretkrea at the last communion 
season, I thought affectingly of otu- Lord's declaration, Matt, 
xsvi : 29— 'I will not henceforth drink of this fruit of the 
"rine (with you) until that day,' &c. At our last Saturday 
evening prayer meeting, I asked a full and heaity pardon of 
all, whose feelings I might at any time have injured. We 
had a truly indting time. To all my brethien I was sincerely 
attached; and no diversity of sentiment could wean me from 
those in whom I perceived so much of the divme nature. I 
sincerely seek and love and defend the tiuth, but can love 
and rejoice in all those who mamtam and adran the leading 
features of the gospel. Of my bibthion in the &eminai'y I 
can sincerely say, 

'In suoh aooietj as tliia, my williog aonl would stay.' 

Towards my claBa-matea I had feelings of peculiar regard — ■ 
with whom a three years' intercourse made me well 
acquainted." 

Leaving the Seminary in the fiill of 1823, he intinerates in 
different directions about eighteen months. He preached for 
some time in Bedford, and Uniontown, Pennsylvania ; 
traveled through some of the Western States ; visited Madi- 
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Son, in Indiana, where no doubt lie took occasion to weep 
over the grave of his friend Trimble. 

He traveled also to the South, and preached for some time 
at Wilmington and FajetteTilie, North Carolina. In the 
month of April, 1825, he again anives at his father's, who 
ha,d aow returned to hia former residence, in Uraaklin county. 
In the Bummer he visits Philadelpiiia — preaches in the Sisth 
Clmrcia, as a supply, for three months — receives a call from 
that congregation, and Was ordained and installed aa their 
pastor, November, 1825, in the twenty-fourth year of his age. 

Previously to his settlement in the Sixth Church he had 
been appointed chaplain, to go out in the Brandywine, the 
government vessel, appointed to carry La Fayette back to his 
n itive lanci This "appointment was by some meins pievented 
fiom leachjng him until after hia installment Had he re-- 
itn 1 it H ouei it might hivi, given a new direction to the 
I, urcnt ot his liie 

His ^ottknient in Phihdclphi'v was unsought, as it wia 
unLsp etrd, by himself The station was one of gi^at 
imjoitaTice iiid re^^p nwbility foi so young a man The 
Siitli Church grew out of a division of the old Pme Stieet 
( hurLh, rf which Di Alexander hid been pastoi when eiUeJ 
to Prm Gton On the settlement of Dr Ely, this dnision 
took place and the Sixth (.huroh waa foimed It contained 
I lirgp pritnn of intelligence, piety ind respectability , but 
it^ kcation m the vicinity of othei chuiche"*, and certain 
pecuniary embanassments, weie unfavoiabie to its growth 
It hid become vacant by the resignation »f Di Neil, who 
liid iccepted a call to the Presidency of Dickinson Oollege 
\ftei labonEg a yeii in this eongregition, anl diacouragi.d 
it hi9 prospect of uaetulufss, he di,teimines to resign his 
chirg) Tko Pie^byteiy meet, and with the conouireut 
desire of the congregati n, persuade him to remain Hii 
intention wa-* at this tirap to have ^onc to Libeua, and he 
fften ixf losstd hi^ regiet t! at he yielded to tht advice to 



i..,Goo^lf 



368 msTOSY OF JEFrEHSON ool&ere. 

i-(imaiii in Philadoli !n ■> LerPinnlbth^ K tli^n Lai 
burning zeal in behalf tf Afiici — "^ucL ag Ke nKvei telt m 
behalf of any otter object In 1828 he was mairied to 
Miss Harriet McOalmont, of Pliilalclpliia whose intelbgeuce 
piety, aad aceomphshed edutation qualifioU htr eminently 
foi' being to him a prudent counselor and cheenn^ oonipaniDn 
December, 1829, at his rwn lequest Lis eonnexioa with tic 
Sixth Church was di8.olved having continued their p^itoi 
four years. Duiing this period he d!8L:hargel the luties of 
his office with ability and faithfulness The iisih fruits 
of his ministry weie not equal to his da tes and hence his 
frequent discouragements whi h. resulted m his resignation, 
yet his labors were blessad to the edification of bhiistians and 
a goodly niunber adlod to the chmch The charge oi a 
congregation m a city ih one of great itSpOQBibilit^ an I 
hazard, especially to a young man yet was Mi K anedy 
enabled to sustain a high ind incieismg reputation among 
his brethren, and the inf<,lligent part of the religions com 
iiiunity, as an able lucid ■Mid inatraotive preacher of tho 
gospel. It IB known that he stood very high in the estima 
tiou of his venerable patron and frienl Di rjrcen who 
occupied a pew ia his church and eat with delight under the 
Hiinistry of his young fii nd 

His connection with his congregation wa'? di solved 
December, 1829. He now commits himself to the piovideace 
of God, without any detinite object or plan as to future 
settlement. He is urged to inahe a tour to Missouri, with a 
view of settlemeat at St. Charles, and accordingly leaves 
Philadelphia with that intention. The severity of the season 
prevents him, and he is detained in Franklin county. A call 
is prepared for him from the congregation of Newville — one 
of the largest and wealthiest in Carlisle Presbytery. At this 
crisis, being uncertain and anxious as to the path of duty, he 
sets apart, as was his frequent custom, a day of fasting and 
pcayer, to seek divine direction. It was the 11th of March, 
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1830. It is worthy of observation tliat on the evening of 
this same day, altogether unexpected to him, he received a 
letter from this place, inquiriDg as to his views in relation to 
a professorship in this college, ia connection with the charge 
of a small congregation, about five miles distant. 

He was at first startled at tie proposal of a Professorship 
ia Mathematics, for which he considered himself less qualiied 
than for any other department. On further consideration, 
with the hope that by diligent exertion he might be prepared 
for the service, he is inclined to accept. He visits this place 
in May, receives and accepts the appointment from the col- 
lege, and a call from the congregation of Centre. He retnrna 
to Philadelphia, and arrives here with his family, and enters 
on the duties of his profession, June, 1830. 

Professor Miller, in view of whose resignation, on account 
of age, the appointment was made, still continued to officiate 
for some time. This afforded opportunity for Mr. Kennedy 
gradually to prepare himself for conducting the departments 
of Natural Philosophy and Mathematics, which he waa ena- 
bled to do with great credit to himself, and to the entire 
satisfaction of all concerned. After the division of the 
departments of Natural Science and Mathematics, and the 
appointment of a distinct Professor for the latter, he devoted 
himself more exclusively to Natural Philosophy and Chemis- 
try, in which he greatly excelled. 

His life and history during his residence among us for ten 
years is known to us all, and need not here be detailed. 

As an instructor, he was thorough, discriminating, accurate 
and lucid in his illustrations. As a member of the faculty, 
he was energetic, faithful, fearless, and always ready to share 
the responsibility of discipline and government. 

As a ^eacker, he was instructive, solemn, searching and 
forcible. 

As a jjos&w, he was laborious and faithful. 
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As a loriter, he was charaflteristically lucid, simple and 
concise. "Multum inparvo" appeared to be his motto in all 
his productioos. He wrote with great facility, ancl furnished 
for " the periodicals" a Eumher of essays, which do him great 
credit. 

His talents were various, and in some respects of a high 
order. He had taore of the inteUeciital than the sssthetic — 
more of argumeat^ation than poetry, in his composition — more 
of the instructive than the pathetic. There was one pecu- 
lianty in which he was defective. There was something in 
the construction of his mind which led him to attach undue 
importance to little things, as though he viewed them through 
a magnifying gla^. This induced him sometimes to give a 
prominence to smaller matters, and to press the wealier points. 
This ■was noticed while he was a student at Princeton, and has 
heen noticed in some of his literary productions. This con- 
stitutional peculiarity had no douht an lufluLnce also in his 
worldly plans, which induced him to engage m various 
schemes and enterprises, which his friends ccnsidercd rather 
unwise and visional y 

His majiaier was not always the hest Theie wis something 
in this which at times had the apptaranco of harshness and 
severity. He was lemaihahly honest and faithful in testify- 
ing against sin, wheievcr it appeared He seemed habitually 
to act on the principle, '' thou shalt not hate thv neighbor in 
thine heart Thou shalf m any wise rebuke thy neighbor, 
nor suffer sm upon him " It is not surpiiamg, therefore, 
that he sometimes gave offence Rtill it may he questioned 
whether offences of this kind are not to be charged to the too 
general unfaithfulness in this respect of professors, Christians 
and ministers, rather than to a want of prudence on the part 
of the faithful reprover. 

Mr. Kennedy was a man of great benevolenae and lilerality. 
This feature of his character was not generally understood. 
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In his woi'ldly traosaetions lie ■was exact ; and perliapa some- 
times too particular in smaller matterB. But wten proper 
objecta of beneyolenee were presentei^, no man amongst ns 
was more liberalj according to his means. Besides the public 
contributions, in which he was always among the first, he 
performed many acta of private liberality, ucknown to the 
world. 

Finally. — Considered as a Christian, " the highest style of 
man," I need add nothing to the narrative abeady given. 
His mutrseOreMng experience, his prayers and fastings, his 
conscientiousness and stern integrity, his self-denial, his stead- 
fast faith on the righteousness of Christ, his abhorrence of 
sin, hb desiies and endeavors after holiness, and habitual 
aim to glorify God, gave "lucid proof* of sincere piety while 
he lived, which was confirmed in his death. 

His health began seriously to decline last winter. A jour- 
ney to the East during the summer proved unprofitable, and 
he returned home to die in the bosom of his family. He 
looked forward to the hour of his death without dread. Still 
he clung to life ; and although with regard to himself he had 
no fears, and could say, "to be with Christ is best;" yet 
when he looted around on his wife and little children, and 
the prospect of leaving them exposed and unprotected in such 
a world as this, he greatly desired to live. At length, how- 
ever, he was enabled with sweet acquiescence to commit the 
precious charge to Him who said, "Leave thy fatherless chil- 
dren ; I will preserve them ; and let thy widows trust in me." 

His old enemy did not fail to assail him in his weak state, 
and when near the close of his life, with doiibu as to the founda- 
tion of his hope. These, however, were soon dispelled, and 
he afterwards enjoyed uninterrupted calmness to the last 
A few days before his release he spole of his dcpaiiuie with 
great composure and confidence. When the weather pei- 
mitted, he was usually talcen out in a carnage On retum- 
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ing, a day or two before his death, ho swd tliat waa hia last 
ride : in his next remove he " would be carrioci by angels into 
Abraham's bosom." On the 15th of December, in the thirty- 
ninth year of his age, he died without a struggle, and " sweetly 
fell asleep in Jeans." He haa left behind a venerable father 
and beloved brothers and sisters to monrn — but they ought 
not to mourn aa those who i.ave no hopo. He has left a 
beloved wife and five young children j but the God of the 
widow and the fatherless, to whom they have been committed 
in faith, will provide for them. The legacy of their father's 
pious example, his counsels and his prayers, is of more value 
to hia children than a]l the treasures of the world. 
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THE ORIGIN OF JEFPEESON OOLIEGB. 

After this ■work was plaeecl in the hand of the printer, a 
very interesting document, containing a eareful and elaborate 
inquiry respecting the first movomoats in the cause of classical 
and scientific education west of the mountains, was sent to us 
by its highly respected author. Prof. Kohert Patterson, of 
Oakland College, Mississippi. We doubt not that it will fully 
meat the wishes of those who still adopt the current traditions 
on this suhject, and who have felt aggrieved that any attempt 
has ever been made to call them in question. After the 
reader has bestowed upon it a careful perusal, we respectfully 
ask him to hear what we shall submit in reply. 



Not four Bcoro joarB haye jet olapaod since tlie first humble ball of learn- 
ing wna ereetad in the great 'Western Valley, and already baa it beoome c 
EubJBOt of dispute, wbat spot ie entitled to llie honor of being regnided as its 
dte? The fact itself is a, forcible exemplifioation of the facility with which 
the Present forgets its obligationa to the Past. 

Th ee uBbtatioBB only have been nameiJ, so fhr aa the uriter is aware, as 
Oompeti B for this honor : established, respectively, by Eoy. Joseph Smith, 
of Buffttlo by Ker. Thaddens Dodd, of Ten Kile; and fay Bey. John 
MM an D D., of Charliera— all three oongragationa in Washington county, 

1 Th first of these, that of tho Rev. Joseph Smith, was undeniably in 
exittenoom ItSS, as appears ft-om a memorandum of Eev. Joseph Pa.tterHon, 
" Old Redainne," pa^ 81, and probably continued until W87 or 1788. There 
is no ovidenoe that it was in oiistenoB either ontorior or sufaseiinent to tha 
period named. Neither baa any direct evidence been brought to tho notice 
of the writer, to establish the foot that the latin and Groelc languages were 
taught at iJI in this institution. The object of Mr. Smith iippearo to hare 

S2 (373) 
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been mainly, if not usolusivelj, to fumiali a tliaologioai edueatjon. Sucli is 
the opinion expraaaed in a iattar to the writer, b; Bev. Dr. Jfloob Lindlay, 
nlio was well a^qnaiutad witb Ml. Smith'a pupils, and a eohool-mdte of soma 
of tham at Bar. Mr. Dodd'e scliooli who statca that he nevar heaxd Mr- 
Smith's school spoken of as a olaesical aohool. A rimilar opinion was 
expi'aseed to the writer bj Mrs. Harper and Mr. John M'Millftn, children of 
Rev. John M'Millaii, D. D., who had ftwjuenfly heard their folher and othara 
speak of Rev, Mr. Dodd's aa a olassioal school, but nevar of Mr. SmiOi'a 

Thia minor point maj perhaps have no rolaTancj to the quealion jnoro 
immediatelj under oiamination, and indeed this character of Mr. Smith's 
echool seems l» be admitted on page 148 "Old RedBlons,-" aa also in the 
same pmagraph the priority of Mr. Dodd'ssaiool to Mr. Smith'a iadLsUneily 
eoncadod. If Uiia view be correct, ilie qusBtion will be nairowad down to 
the BonEidetaHon of the rival dahns of the aamicarios of Mr. Dodd and of 
Mr. M'MUlan, 

2d. It is stated, " Old Redatone," page liS, that the building OMupicd by 
Mr. Dodd aa aa academy naa erected in 1781, and (paga 140) that "hero, 
in 17S2, began the first clasBical and scientific school iu the Wast." 

In this connection may be introduced the following esiraot from the letter 
already referred to from Bev. Dr. Jacob Liiidley, dated June 3d, 1864 ; 

"My paienta, when I was eight years of age, imbibed the no^on that I 
was pious, and sent me to the sobool of the prophela, which was kept in a 
large log house erected for the purpose, some fifty steps from Mr. Dodd's 
dwelling. It was aufEoiently large for three or four beds, with room for 
tables, tc. I was sent there to live with Mr. Dodd and to study Latin, in 
A. D. 17S2, and remained there till I!84. The latin students then with Mr. 
Dodd, were James Hughs, John Brice, Robert Marshall, Prancia Dunlavy, 
John Hannah, Daniel Lhidley, David Smith, {father of Rev. Jos ph 'm'th 
D. D.,) Robert Marshall, Jr., (son of Ccl. Jamea Marshall, of B ffi^ ) and 
Jacob Lindley. Mathematical students, Daniel McFarland, J {h Edly 
Thomas Stokely, and Thomas Oormly. All boarded with Mr. Dodd. 0th 
were there for short seasons and left Mr. Dodd never ta^ugbt a mm 
Bngliah aehooi in Pannsylvania. Mr. Joseph Smitii's school wa tti 1 
oM school, as I always nndcrstood &om Iho yonng men above m d Ih 
most of whom woro members of Mr. Smith's church. I certainly never 
heard of a Latin school of Mr. Smith'a. 

"In the latter pari of 17B5, aa I think, Mr. Dodd sold the farm whei-e bis 
school wB.a, and moved into bis lower oongcegation. I suppose Mr. Dodd's 
LaUn stndQnfa went and studied theology under Mr. Smili, via: Hughs, 
Marshall, Hannah, David Smith, and perhaps Dunlavy. Mr. Joseph Patter- 
son studied theology partly under Mr. M'Millan, and partly under Mr. 
Smith. Ha nevor studied Latin or Gi'eek. 

"At the lime, a little before or a little aflec, Mr. Dodd'a school broke up. 
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Mr. M'Millnn took In a numtec of Btndonte for tlie miniatay. I do not por- 
Bonally know ao muoh about them. 

" I'rom the time I waa eight years old, no amuaemonli «iild divert piy 
attention from the oonveraation of toy father tai tlie minlstors, whon on the 
snbjeot of religion and ministerial e<Jucation. All is in momury, as nnila 
drivon in a sure place. Snt to piocead. 

" I have a«d Mr. M'MiUan's alasaionl school Buoeeeded that of Mr. Bodd. 
Some time in December, 1785, lij.the united influencn of the membore of 
Reistonfl Presbytery, a charter was prooured for an acadomy in Washington, 
nith a donation of 6,000 acres of land. Of (be Tntatoas appointed, weio 
Eev. Messrs. M'Millan, Dodd, Smith and Olnik, of the Prasbyteriau Churob, 
Rer. Mattliew Henderson, of tbe Secession, and John Corbley, of tha Bap- 
fist Churoli; also, Judges Edgar, MoDowell, Allison, 4o., Ao. Measra. Dodd, 
Smith and M'Miltan wore the movers ia the plan. From the time of that 
charter, Mr. M'Millan and Dtbers set head and shoulders to butld up a semi- 

commenoa literary operations there. Aa there was no house built, for the 
imrjjoso, (lie oommiesionecs offered tie court-house to teaah in. Mr. Dodd 
would consent to leave his congregationa but for one year; and then some 
other one whom the Trnalees might provide, was to tako his place. This 
being agreed upon, Mr. Dodd entered on bis appointment on the 1st of 
April, 15S9. At the end of the year, as the Trustfles had not yet anccoeded 
in obtidning another teaoher, Mr. Dodd remained three months longer, Mr. 
David Johnston succeeded Mr. Dodd. In (he winter, after Mi, Johnston 
look charge of the academy, the court-house was bnrned donn, and Mr. 
Johnston was taken to Canonaburg. Tlie inhabitants of Washington, at that 
time, had but little piety, acienoe or liberality to build a bouse or sustain a 
literary institutiou, and none to sustain a preachor. Throngh the perseve- 
rance of M(. M'Millan, and the liberality vS Col. Canon, a lot was ^ven, 
monoys advanced, and Canonsbnrg Academy was built in shott order. Dr. 
M'Millan turned his sobolars into it; some of Mr. Johnston's came fiuni 
Washington ; some from Pittsburgh, and other plaoea, and Canonsbnrg was 
respected as the liter^y depot of the West. It was with no small roluotanoa 
tliat Dr. M'Millan withdrew his patronage fromWaabington; but when com- 
pelled to do this, he turned bis gigantie might to Canonsbnrg. He ought 
to be considered aa the God-father— the Almus Pater of Jeffei'Son College." 
It would appear from the account above given that Mr. Dodd's sehool ivas 
ciimuieuaed in ITSZ, continued till 1785, and then closed upon his change of 
residence; nor is there any evidonco that it was ever j'esnmed. No one has 
contended tliat the election of Mr. Dodd, nearly four years afterwards, to 
the post of Principal of the Washington Academy, as being at the time the 
' most available man for that position, and with a distinct sUpalation on hia 
■ Bart tbat the appointment was only tempoimy, to enable tho Truatoos to 
leeuro a permanent icaeiier, — there being also no transfer of a achuol — in 



i..,G00^lf 



876 APPENDIX. 

any irlse oonstltnted that aotidemy the lineal deacendivBt of Mr. Doid's 
school ; nor is it eiisy to oonceire upon what principles of saecesBion any 
such cl^m of eoDnectioii conld be maJntaiaed. If it be affirmed tbat the 
teacher eonsUtutea the school, then Mr. Dodd'a mimtle, whioh ronst haTC 
desoeniled upoQ hia arccesaor, Mr. David Johnston, waj by him transferred 
to the Oanonahnrg Aoademy in 1?9I. 

It is proper to remaik that the account g^ycn by 'Rav. Dr. Lindley of tbo 
oloso of Mr. Dodd's connection with tlie Woahinglon Aoademy difiers from 
the one given in " Old Eedatone," page 147 i inasmuch na Mr. Dodd'a ratnm 
to Tea Mile seema to have preceded the destruction of the court-house by 
fire, and not to hare bean a ooasequeace of that caloatropho. Dr. Lindley, 
aa Dr. M'Millaa had done many yonra before, assigns for tlie temporary sus- 
pension of the WoshiQglon Academy, ajid the location of n, similar Institu- 
tion in Caaonsburg, another cause Itan Uio oonflagralion of the court- 

Ihe result of our inquiries thus f^r appears to be that Mr. Dodd's sabool 
waa oommenoedinlI82,WBSContimiedtiU17S5, and then closed; that Mr. 
Smith's school waa commenced in 1T85, was eontinuad until 1787 or 1788, 
and then closed; and (hat the Washington Academy, which bad been inecr- 
porated September 24fli, 1787, waa opened in 1789, closed temporarily in 
1791, and its teacher ti'ausferred l« the Cnnonsburg Academy. It only 
remiuns to itiTesUgate the claims to priority of the school taught by Bov. 
Dr. M'Millan. 

8d. Before Ictroduaing any evidence in regard to tbe laat-named insUtn- 
tion, it may bo proper to apprise the general reader that ths prevailing opinioQ 
in the neighborhood of the school itself and at Jefferson OoUsgB, so far back 
as the writer has been able to trace it, has boon that, about tbe year 17SD, 
Rbv. Dr. M'Millan commenood a classical school at or near hia resldenoe ; 
that he waa tiieo, or soon IhereaKer, assisted in conducting the same by Hon. 
Jamea Ross, then a yoimg man, afterwaids, during the adtainisti'ation of 
Gen. Wasliington, a distingnisbed Senator of the United States; tbat with 
psrbaps seme intermis^oua Hie aohool ocn^ued imtil it was merged in tho 
Canonsburg Academy, in IJfll. More recently, three opinions have been 
broaohod : IsL Tbat Dr. M'Millan'a school was not commenced till after 
1785, npon the disruption of Mr. Dodd'a school; 2d. Pei'haps not until 1788, 
upon the discontinnanoe of Mr. Smith's school; 3d. That If there waa a 
school at Dr. M'Millan's, taught either by himself or by James Boss, prior 
to 17Sa, it was only on English, and in no sense a classical one. The sab- 
stautiation of any one of these hypotlieaea would establish tho priority of 
tbe eiaaaieal achool at Ten Mile. They may therefore be olaaaad under cij 
general head, and the evidonce for and agtunst tbem reapect^vely be conai 
ered together. 

In support of theae mora recent opinions, in regard to Dr. M'Millan 
school, may be adduced— 
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1st. The OTiclgnce of "Rev. T>r. Jocoli lundle?, nha stEites, in tlie extraote 
quoted nbove, that Dr. M'Milliui's achool sucooedeil thnt of Mr. Dodd. 

2d. Ths inipi'Msions ot Rev. Dr. Jamea Civrashou, aa oontained in tt letter 
to Ihe writei', dated Jubb 3d, ISS^ of wiioh the following exti'aet coiitaiDa 
nil Ihat is [olaiant to the present poult : 

"IhttTBuo personal knowledgo of Dr. M'Millan'a Bohool in the 'Log- 
Cahiu.' All I know is from reports heard nhen I was at sobool at Canons- 
hni^. Part of the time I boarded at the soma house (Fatriek Soott'e) with a 
;oung man who had liTod foF seferal jetu-s iu Dr. M'Millan's family, and 
managed his iiuTaiug operations. Ibis man's name was Wilkina. He was 
team the samo neighboi'hood east of lie mountains with Dr. M'Millan. 
When I knew Mr. Wilkins, although above thirty years old, he was learning 
Latin with a view to the goapol ministry. As Iiis progress was Blow, te gave 
up his hooics and resumed hia former oecupalaon. 

" The statement of this man respeoting the Hon. Jamea Rosa, Bbo taught 
school in the log-cabin, was, that ho woe the eon of a pious widow lady in 
moderate eironmstancee, iu the place of Dr. M'Millan's natlTity ; that her 
early irieh and prayer was that her son should become a minister of tho gos- 
pel ; Uiat she sent him to a grammar school ; that when he had made oon- 
lidoroble proficiency in Latin and Greelt, and waa nearly of age, with the 
idvice and oonaent of bis mother, he orosaed the mountaons and dii^ooted hia 
steps to Dr. M'Millan's. As tbere was no Echool in the ne^hborhood, Mr. 
M'Millan built a small log-cabin noav bis residence, and engaged Hr. Ross 
to teach his own and his neighbor's sbildreD, nbib at the same time Mr. 
Rose oontijinea hia Btndioa in Latin, Greek, and mathomnaoB, under the 
direction of Mr. M'MiUan. Irora the statomonts of IVilkins, the imprflsaiou 
made in niy mind was that Mr. Rosa lnught an Bnglisll school. I have uo 
TBoolleation that Willdns named JuLues llughd, John BrioB, Kohei't Maralull, 
and ethers, as leaTuing Latin or Greek witli Mr. M'Millaa. Some of them, 
and Samuel Portflr, wei^e spoken of as reading theology imder the direction 
of Dr. M'MiUan. 

" My friend, the late Dr, M. Brown, has ^ven another Torsion cf the school 
taught by Mr. Ross. He speoks of James Koss as an aeeemplishod LatJH 
and Greek scholai-, and as having tangbtthcBo langnagesin the 'Log-Caiiin.' 
During my rosidenee at Canonsburg ftom l?fl3 to ITOS, I never heard Mr. 
James Ross spoken of as on accomplished olassical Bcholnr. As a man of 
uncommon talent, an eminent lawyer and an eloqnent advocate, he was 
highly and justly celebrated. Thia reputation ho had obtained before 1793. 
This fact renders it probable that he (anght in tiie 'Log-Cobin' before 1785. 
Yet 1 have no means of fixing the precise date. Dr. Brown may have had 
good anthority for litatiog that James Rcss taught tke first Latin school west 
of Hie mountains. Hy imprasaiona to the contrary wore received from Mi-. 
Wilkins, and while at Canonsburg I never hoard a dLTorent atatoment Your 
fiillier is perhaps the best living witnoas in regard to the origin of Latin 
32* 
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eeliools weat of the nlonntauia. He tad nearly finiahad hia Lntln and Sreolt 
fltitdiea when I wsnt to Canonahurg, and went, I think in the auttiran uf 1794, 
to tlie UniversUy of Pennajlvftnia." 

3d. The faot, os atoted in " Old RadstonB,*' pt^o 1J,that "the rmmrfs of 
the Presbytery of Kedetone stow Uiat thero were no liosntiatM under their 
eaie, who haii reoeiyOd their pMTioue Bohaloatio or Uioologionl training from 
Dr. M'MilInn," till after the disconUnuance of Mr. Smith's mhool, " and 
that all the llrat minislerB had reoeivad then' instruotjon either Irom Mr. 
toodd or Mr. Smith." further, that if (lere woa anoh a achool at Dr. M'Mil' 
lan's, prior to 17S5, in wMoh young men nera instructed in languagaa and 
Beionoee, itis strange that "not ona of them Con now be found, and there ie 
BO mention of such in the minutes of tha Preabytery." 

iib. The evidence of Mrs. Irwin, (" Old Bedstone," pafie 11.) an agodili.dy, 
now reaiding near Maryaville, Ohio, who was between twelve and fif tocn yeata 
of age, and resided near Mr. SmiOi, during tha continuance of his school. 
Mre. Irwin states " thatin 1T86 Mr. Smith opened a school for asBisUng and 
training young man for tho gospel ministry ,- that this was tbe Grst movement 
made for pieparing yoong man for the ministry ; that there whs no anoh 
Eohool at this time at Chnrdera, nor imlil after the one al. Bnifalo was diaoon- 
tinuedi that Mr. Meflready eame to the school from Dr. M'Millan's, with 
Whom he had been living> not na a stndont, bot as a laborer on hia farm." 

5th. The evidenoe (" Old Eedalone'," page T8,) of Rbt, Dr. Cephas Dodd, 
of Amity, Pennsylvania, son of Bev. Thaddaus Dodd, who slates that " there 
was an agreement made between Mi'. Smitb and Mr. Dodd, by which they 
engaged alternately to supeiintend the educadcn of certidn yonng men who 
had tho ministry in view," and of this nnmbor that " Meesre. James Hngha, 
John Brieo, Robert Morsliall, John Hanna and David Smith, were with Mr. 
Dodd fi-om aboBt 1733 to 1780, and foe the remainder of the time with Mr. 
Smith," but "were never under the tniliou of Dr. M'Millan)" and tliat 
"others, aa Messrs. Patterson, MoGraady, and Porter, were instrucfad aolaly 
by Mr. Smith." 

6th. Tha letter of Dr. M'Millan to Dr. OOYnabaii, dated March 26th, 1832, 
("Old Badatone," page 79,) in whioh he enumerates Meaars. Patterson, 
Hugha, Brice, McGready, Swan, Porter, Mntqnis, and MoPhoiTin, as all of 
the second set of ministei's, who vrere raised up in this country ; which enu^ 
tnemtioii, taken in oonnection with what is above stated, has been conaidared 
us corroborative teslimouy. 

7th. The authority of oM orijjna! manusoiipt of Dr. M'MilInn in the poa- 
Besaion of tho author of "Old Radetone," {seepageI92,) in whioti tha Oootop 
mentions Maaara. Hnghs, Brice, MoQready and Portar, "aa his first scholars" 
— and as part of the materiid with whioh his soiiool began ; shomng that 
"this school, which Dr. M'Millan collected, oonsisting of theaa young men, 
Bs ha espreaaly atatea, conld not possibly hare begun nndl after 1785," inaa- 
Inuoli OS they hod bean wilji either Mr. Dodd or Mr. Smith before that timo. 
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Sth. A mamorflndnoi of the Est. Joseph Palloraon, oited in " Old Eed- 
Etone," page 81, to the following jmi-port: "In thB fall of 178S, being 
til irty- three yenia old, it was thought best, with lie bjIticb of the Proabjtery 
of Redstone, that I Ghoulcl endeavet to pi'epata for the gospel miniEtrY 
There beiBg no places of publio education in this connti'j , I, with a few 
others, studied with Che Eer. Joseph SmiQi, of Buffalo ton^ egatioo, 'Wash 
ington oonntj, Pennsjlvania." 

9tb. An extract fiom the lettor of Rev. Robert Patterson to Rbt Dr M. 
KrowQ, October Ist, lSi6, asfollows, (" Old Radalone," pi^e 81.) "Between 
1780 and IfflO, and ehieHj in the latter part of these ten jeais, some of the 
foi7 FrasbytetiaB clergj'meD living west of the momitains in Pennsylvania, 
wei'o in tha habit of giving inEtmotlon in the languages and seienaea to 
young men, whose objeot in their sludiea wan the gOBpol minieiry. The Eev. 
Messrs. Joseph Smith &nd John U'Millan were diettnguiahed in theii' deyo- 

The above enumevation eshausts the argomenta, bo far aa they have come 
to the inowisdge of tha writer, which would tend to show that Dr. M'Mil" 
lan's was not the first classic^ and scienUfie school in Uie West, if a clssei- 
Old. Bcliool at all. It may perhaps be well befni'a advancing any i-eaaons for 
an opposite opinion to review the foregoing as briefly ns possible, and endeavor 
tn ascerlRin how much there is of direct and positive teGtlmony in all tliat 
hjis been adduced. 

In the Erst place, the evidenoeof Rev. Dr. laiidlejis porhopa the strongest 
and most direct. He is positive in regnrd to the clearness of his recollection 
since hie eighth year, or since 1T83, and affirms that Mr. M'MillaD took in a 
number of students for the ministry abont the time that Mr. Sodd's school 
oloaod ; but adds that be has little personal knowledge in regard to them ; 
and it will be seen that he mak«> no profession of any porsoual knowledge 
or i-QcoUcetion of events prior to ir82. There does not appear tberefora to 
he any necessary conflict between this statement and the iaet, if such factba 
horoofter mads to appear, that Dr. H'Millan's school vras established before 
that time. There may have been intormlssions in Dr. M'MiUan's school; 
and that portion of itfi existence of which Dr. Lindley had some personal 
knowledge, was subsequent to, or coincident with the close of Mr. Dodd'a 
institution. To repreaent Dr. Liudley as affirming positively that Dr. M'Mil-' 
lan's school hod no existenoe whatever at any time prior to 1^85, would not 
only be subjectinghis language quoted aliove to a moat violent and atbilrmy 
construction, but would be rcpreaeuting him as affirming that to bo hue of 
Ivhich he denies any special personal kHOwlodgo, and for the contrary of 
which explicit testimony will be hereafter adduced on the part of those who 
enjoyed better opportonittcs Car acquiring information. If this view of the 
case be not oofrect, it only I'emaius tor the reader to reconcile, on some other 
hypothesis, the reminiseonees of Dr. Lindley with those of other equally 
competent witnosaes, to l>e noticed hereafter. 
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In Iho Beoond place, the asiJonea of Ear. Dr. Cnrnahin is proftiBBedly of 
a derivative oharacter. Mr. WilkinB, the source of Dr. Oamnlifui's impres- 
Biona, hod baen a lahover upon Di'. M'Millnn'e form j but it does not appear 
ativlial time, nor what opjiDilaDitios he possessed for tLCquiring infonuoljonj 
faots Impottaut to ha knonn befora no cDn estimate the proper neight of Ma 
testimony. The period to which our attention is directed was Bome ton or 
fifteen jeme previous to the aaqnaintanoe of Dr. Camahan willi Mr. "ffilkins; 
and the residence of the latter on the farm of Dr. M'Millaa may have been 
long subsequent to tlie dapai tiu'e of Mr. Ross. It does not even appear Qiat 
Mr. Wilkiiis affirmed that either Mr. Boss or Dr. M'Miliiui did not teach the 
languages ; but only that such was the impression produced on the mind of 
Dr. CainohBD from the statements mado. That this iinpreseioo may hove 
becD erroneous, or the author of it mistaken, no one, upon proper STidence, 
would more toodily admit than the venerabla Dr. Carnahan himself. 

whether the languages nei'o taught at all; hnt this qneation is set i^ rest by 
the published letter to Dr. Carnahan hitnsalt&om Dr. M'Milion, inwtloh he 
espressly states that he gase instiTicliou in Latin and Greek. If Mr. Wilkioa 
produced an erroneous irapresBion in this partienlai', he may hare been 
eiiaoliy inaconmte in other respects. The precise proficiency of Mr. Soeh 
in the classics is a sldo issue, aot immediately relerant to the qnestioii now 
under conuderatios, and may be dismissed. 

Li fte third piaoa, the records of the Presbytery of Redstone simpiyshow 
that MessiB. John Brioe and James Hughs wore received on triai, as oandi- 
datea for the ministry, August 16th, irS6; Messrs. Joseph Patterson and 
James MoGready, April 17th, 1!S7 ; and olkera, m lite mnnnor, at subse- 
quent times. The records in no instanoe state imdor whoso instruction the 
candidates respaotiTely were. It is difficult to comprehend, thci-efore, io 
what manner these records of themselves can be made to throw any light 
upon the qnastion onder examination. They simply show the dates at which 
oertiBn yonng men were received as candidates, and they do not appear to show 
any iiing more. 

J£ it be agreed that the silence of the records in regard to any candidates 
prior to Augnst ISlh, If 86, p-ovas that Ihcro could hare been no school at 
Dr. M'Millon's fur such candidates before that time, the oiroumstanee proves 
too much ; afl it wonld eqnally follow for the same reason, that there could 
have been no snch school at Mr. Dodd's prior to that time ; which wonld bo 
contrary to the admitted fact.. And if this mode of reasoning is therefore 
oleaily inapplicable to Mr, Dodd's aohool, with still less justice can it be 
applied to an earlier school, whose pupils, lilie those of Mr. Dodd, weve not 
Bufficianlly advanced in thoir studies to snhmit themselves to an cxammation 
by Presbytery ; more espaoiolly if the oiJnion bo correct, that Dr. M'Millan's 
school was in existence for more than a yaar before the Prcsbyteiy of Bed. 
stone was organiacd. 
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As to lie alatement, lliatof thepupaaof Dr. M'Mlllan prior to IJ86, "not 
one of tiieni oau now be found," svidonoe will bs aubmitted ptesontlj lo 
allow who a number of them were. Wera it iaipossiblo, however, after the 
liiliae of mora than ssrenty joars, now to designats witti oei'tEUnty a singla 
pupil, tbat circiuDsfnnCQ would not of itself be coDclneiTS that there had been 
no sueh sehool. The preeant diaeuBflion has fnmiBhod abundant evidence to 
sLow hovr rapidly the memory of persons and events fades froro the miude 

In tho fourth plaee, the evidence of Mra. Trwin, who atatea asplieitly that 
Mr. SmitJi's achool, in 17S5, was " the firat movement made for preparing 
young men for the miniatry," is directly and in-eoonoilably in conflict wLUi 
the fact that such a movemeDt was made by Mr. Dodd three years before; 
and acoordingly the anthor of " Old Eedstono" has Tory handsomely (page 
116) abandoned the false position which thia testimony of Mrs. Irwin had 
led him to assume. Her statement that " there was no saeh school at Char- 
tiers mitil the ana at Buffiilo was disoontianed," is at variance with the tes- 
timony of Rev. Dr. Lindley, cited above, who states that Dr. M'Mlllan's 
aehoul was in existence " at the ^me when Mr. Dodd's broke up, a little 
before, or a. littlo after." Iter testimony in regard to Mr. MoGrendy, that ho 
had been living with Dr. M'Milian, and that, too, aa a laborer, and not as 
a atudent, is pointedly oontradioted by the teatimony of Mrs. Harper, tie 
oldest child of Dr. M'Millan, who stated to the wiitet that Mr. MuGteady, 
whom she well remembers, lived with Judge M'Dowell, but studied Latin 
with her father, and taught an English school for him, which school Mrs. 
Harper herself attended, having learned to read from Mr. McGready ; and 
that he never worked as a laborer for her father, unless in kindly ^ving hia 
assistance in attending to the stock during her father's oecasionnl absence. 
Mj's. Irwin's testimony in the same patticular is contradicted by the evidence 
of Mrs. Park, the daughter of Judge M'DoweU, who, wifhont any knowledge 
of Mi^ Harper's testimony, stated to the writer that she dia&ctly romem- 
beced Mr. MeGreadj os living at her faiher'a, studying Latin there, and 
going to Dr. M'MOlan's to recite. It is equally at varianee. In this particu- 
lar, with the recollection of Kqt. Dr. Cephas Dodd, who is also strongly of 
the impression, as he states ia. a letter to the writer, that Mr. MeGready was 
a student of Dr. llFMillan's, though he has inadvertently espressed himself 
to Uie contrary in " Old Eedstone," page 78^.a very pai-donable inaccuracy, 
which yet occasioned no little uneasiness to Dr. Dodd. It is also worthy of 
remark, in the same conneetieu, that in about eighteen months after Mr. 
Smith's school commenced, Mr. MoQroady, whose name does not appear do 
any list of Mr. Dodd's pupils, and who, according to Mrs. Irwin's testimony, 
had been heretofore a farm-laborer, presented himaelf to the Presbyteiy aa a 
eandidots for the miniatry, {" Old Redsloue," page 360,) was eaunined in 
logic, moral philosophy, Latin and Greek, — ^his examinations all sustained, — 
and an exegesis assignad for the next meeting—" An til coanaraua Dei cum 
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omnilnts JityTn.inum aetioniTms 7" — and all thoae attajniueuts, "no are aakei] to 
lielisra, were mode in less time, nfter Ibe atudsnt left the piongb, tb on would 
be requidte to qualif; bim, even nitli diligent stud;, for adnuEsion to the 
rreehman clns; of on; respectable college at tbe pr^ent day. In fact Mr. 
Mct^eadj wna lioenaed in abovk fiftesn niontbs afteT^arda. One of three 
things will be readily admitted : either tJiat the stflidnrd of olasaieal attain- 
inent in the PreshytBij of RBdatone was not of a very exalteci eharnoter, oi 
that Mr. MoGready acquired bionledgo with a duality which does not often 
fall to the lot of men ; or that Mrs. Ii-win must havB been mistaken in affirm- 
ing that he had not been a student with Dr. M'MiUan. Hor oould it ftul to 
be mutter of sm'pnse, were it indeed trai^, that Dr. ItTMillan bad permitted 
a jonng man of undoubted piety and talent, brought fium North Carolina 
and placed under hh esre expressly to be fitted for the miuiaterial office, in 
whicli his labois were afterwards so abundantly Messed, to remain for years 
witboHt instruction, eng^ed in the menial labors of his ilirm. 

But It is perhaps a waste of nerds to discnss the credibility of this testi- 
mon J ftoy farHier, since tiie author of " Old Eedstona" has himself so entirely 
set it aside, when it came in conRict with the obstinate fact of the esisleuee 
of Mr. Dodd's school; and if thatfacthadpassedfromMrs. Irwin's memory, 
still more easily might the reoollaotion of a yet earlier school escape, if sbe 
were eyeti aware of events that aie believed to have ocourred at a time when 
she was, according to her own showing, about five years of age, and at a 
place from which she was some ten or Sfteen miles distant. It is unnecessary to 
sa;y that no one will foe a moment suppose that Mrs. Irwin would wiilfnliy 
misatate &cts of which she had either personal or indirect knowledge,' hut it 
is impossible to escape the oonolnsioii that either she, or others who hare 
been named, must have fdlod in Iheir reooDeotionB ; and to wHei. ride the 
balaoee of probability inclines, the reader will decide for binjaolf. 

In ths fifth place, it will be seen on examination of the evidence of Rov. 
Dr. Dodd, that he flimply mentions the names of certiun persons who were 
iioi pupils of Rev. Dr. M'Millan, which is not at all inconsistent with the 
tlict, if it he made to appear, that there wore other persons who were bis 
pupils. He has expressed his cOQvietion, as remarked abore, tbat ho was 
in error in regard to one of ihem; and it is probable, as will hereafter 
appear, thot he was also ia ori'or in regard te othora. It is due to Dr. Dodd 
to state that he remarks in a latter to the writer, dated May ITth, 1B61, that 
that he "was too young and too far distant to know fuiything personally of 
Dr. M'Millan's school." 

In the sixth place, in his published letter to Dr. Camahan, Dr. M'Millan 
nowhere states who were his first pupUs, neither does he specify who were 
his pupils at all, nor fix tbe year, in- which his school commenced. It is i 
matter both of surprise and regret, that in aletter so full of dates, he Bhoult 
have omitted the one most interesting of all, and that be did not by a stroke 
of his pen set ihe question now nnder discussion at rest forever. 
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In the BBTOna plaoe, if tie "original manuscript of Dr. M'MiUan" is one 
uhieh haa naTer bean publisliedj it is gretitlj to be ragratted tint tta anOior 
of " Old Redstone" haa not given it to the world. It is impoeeible for tlie 
public to form any inteiligeut jndgmant respooting the contents of a duoii- 
ment thoj haTB never sean, tha extracts from wtioh are given in impecfoot 
eeutenaas ; and this is nil Hiitt eon be said of it. 

If, however, the doonment in question is a traiiBoript of tha letter to Dc. 
Oarnahan, referred to above, as the dmiliiritr of the phrasoology in the 
estrncls (" Old Eedslona," pages 7B, SO, and 192,) would seem to indicate, 
R ro-peiiraJ of that letter oimnot fail lo conTinue our oandid and valued 

tet. Dr. H'Millan efutss iliat be hnij eoUected a Saw youDg men, whom ha 

tougit its latin and Steak iBjigunfiM; and that aome of thoHl bsaatnB 
useful, and oVaars eminent, miniatsis of ilie gOEpel. In BDOthec part of Ue 
letter, entirel; Tmconseeted with the former, he states that he had survived 
"all tlie eecond set of ministers who were riusad in this country," and anU' 
maratfis tham. Is there any law of construction by which, on coUaticg thesa 
two pnseages. Dr. M'Millan can he made to affirm that these ministers ware 
" bis^rJ* scholars ?" that " his school began with them ?" Where does he 
" eipressl J stale that his school consistod of these young men f" And what 
becomes of the allegation that some of these sludente wai'e never his pupils 
at all f It is in perfect harmony witli Dr. M'Millan's longaago to suppose 
that one or two of the persons named ware among his earlier pupils, though 
the aohool may have contained a number of students who never became 
ministers; and that others on the list he enumerates may have baan hia 
pupils at various times during the eulire pi-ogresa of hie school. This is a 
muoh more natnral and probable view of tha ease than the one presented by 
the oonstmoUon which haa been placed upon these passages, if this bo indued 
the manuaoript referred to, and does not conflict with poMtive testimony soon 
to ho considered. 

H'oe of Rev. Jossph Patlareon's memorandum 
b, May 16tb, 1822,) depends upon the meaning 
iblio education." It is probable that be was 
irias of the time of which ho wrote, with the 
.me at which he was writing. He eould not 
have meant that thare Wove not, or had n t I ih pri ate hi Vk 

that of Mr. Smith, which ho was attdgf t Im dthath hd 
been one at Mr. Dodd'si there m y th f h bo n an th a D 
M'Millan's. 

In the nmth place, the eitraet frmthltt tE.Sb Paten 
appears to indicate hia impression, tih xitn fwhhhwn 
this can ako testify, that the ednoab nal fl ts f th B us P by naa 
clergymen westof themountaJna,hadoominoncadaBfarbacka3lJ80. Now, 
the school of Mr. Smith was not commenced until the latter part of I786j 
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nnd that of Mi'. Dodd una oommeneed in I7S2 
not predude, bnt ralhor favocs llie snpposidi 
waa prior to Mr. Dodd's. 

If the patienee of the I'sadev has uot bean akaadj' ejjiauafcd, he la invited 
to examine Uis BTidonoe which may be fuvnished in support of the oorrect- 
nesa of the mors commonly receiyed. Bad, until reeenllj, the undisputed 
opinion that Dr. M'Milhin'B wna fho flrst Latin school in the Wost. 

let. The firat plnco In fho order of teaUmony ia evidontly due to that of 
Dr. M'MUlsB himself. In his published letter to Dr. Carnahan, already 
more than onoe referred ta, (Pitts. Cbr. Herald, Dec 140i, 1333,) he ^vea 
a sfeetcli only loo brief of his life and times, which honis eyory appearanoa 
of a deaign on the part of the venerable writer to relate oventa in theii 
regular ohronologioal order. Commenoing \yifh hla ewliest years, and he 
even apologises Bfterwmds for not having given the data of hia birth "in 
the proper place," he traoea np his hislory nnUl the arrival of hia family at 
Chartiera, of the cuBuniBtanooa attending whlot he givea a rather minute 
deaoription. The mention of his wife in thia connection naturally loads him 
to iffliloipatB hia nairattve so far OS to give tho date of her death, in 1819. 
He then resnmoa his hiatoiy in the following manner : 

" When I had determined to oonio to this country, Dr. Smith* enjoined 
it npon me to look out for some pious jonng men, and educate them for the 
minialiyi for, said he, though some mea of piety and talents may go to a 
new oountry al first, yet if they are not careful to toise up othera, the ooun- 
tiy will not be well supplied. Aooordingly I coUeoted a few who gave evi- 
denoe of piety, and taught lliem the I^itin and Greek languages. Borne of 
them became useful, and othurs eminent, ministers of the gospel. I tadsUll 
a few with me when the Academy was opened in Oanonsburg, and findiug 
that I Bonld not teach and do Jnatico to my congregation, I immediately 
gave it np and sent them there." 

The Doctor flien goes on with eveiy appearance of adhering to the regular 
BQQoesfflon of oventa to speak of the first remarkable outpouring of the 
Spirit in hia congregation as occurring in December, 1781. 

Now, in the first plaoe, the order in whiok Dr. M'Millan inti-oducea tliia 
pordon of his history, tumishes a fan: presumptton tiiat he is speaking of a 
period prior to December, 1781 ; in the second plaoe, the phraseology with 
which he oommenees the paragraph, furnishes an equally fair presumption 
diat lie liegan his coreor as a teaeher soon after "coming to this country,-" 
in the third place, with what propriety — not to say with what tmtii — conld 
he afSrin that he had acted "according" to Dr. Smith's injunction, if lie 
had totally ncgloctetl it for ten yell's after hia settlement as a pastor of 
Chartiore, and tliat, too, with tho malonals for suoh a school in his im. 
mediate neighborhood, nay, as we are told, upon Sis own farm? — and in 
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flie fourtJi jAiboe^ why sKouM he say tha£ iJiere were " flli]l a few with hiiflj" 
if his Bohool heA beea in KtistBDce for the oomparatively biief period we 
flw astad to boliaTO? If all Ibia be cnlj a presumption, jet it is so stmng 

that it caBBot well to sot oaiile, unloea upon thfl SUggeStJOn Ifl " OIU EBIJ- 
Stone," page 80, Uiat It may lio n "lapsue momoriie oo fh.g pait of an 
ootogenaciBii." 

Agnia, ia a report preseatod lo tho Trustees of Jefferson CoiZegs in 1817, 
by Dr. Eamsey and Dr. M'Millan, and which appears upon tte minutes of 
tlie Boetd in tJic handwilljng of the latter, it is stated, in aa account of Br. 
M'AKIlnn's efforts to establish tho ac^emy M, Canonsburg, that "A liouse 
was built and e, Lalin and Greek sohool, which he had kept at his own 
honso, for the purpoao of suppijiag the ohundi na fiir as was praolicablo, 
Ivas transferred io this infant academy, the ori^nal fonnt^a of scienoe 
and literaluro in those western counties." Now from this passage, fi-otn 
Dr. M'MUlan's own pen, it is an inevitnble inforenoe that in Ms opinion the 
OaneuBburg Academy, aiUier of itself, or by virtue of Uie sohool transferred 
to i^ waa the original fountain, &c It could not have been the former, for 
the Washington Acailemy had been in axistenco before the ooe in Cauons- 
burg, and loag before tho date of (his report (leiT) bad eventuated in a 
college i and it is difficult to see how we oaii escape the latter conclnsion. 

Snt a stil! more explicit statement is made in tbo catalogue cf Jefiersou 
College, published in July, 1333, fonr months before tbe deeeoae of Dr. 
M'Millan (Movember, IBlh), he being at that time Vioa-Pjresident of the 
college, and in the habit, it is believed, of frecjuentl; visiting the institu- 
tion. It ia there stated that " Jefferson College was obarterod by the Slatfl, 
and regularly organised in ISOS. Prior to that time fliere existed an 
academy, called Canonaborg Academy, which commenced seen after tlie 
first settlement of this coantry. This wna the first literary Institution west 
of the moustiuus. II originated in a small log-cabin, irhero tlie first Latin 
sohool was taught by the Hon. Jamefl Eosa, of Pittabnrgh, under the 
patronage and direction of Rev. Dr. M'MUliui," 

It would seem highly improbable —indood, almost imposrfble — that this 
statement eould have boon put forth without the knowledge of Dr. M'Millao, 
and without some attempt to derive tcvai himself pci'sonally tho facts in 
regard to tJie ei-igin and character of hit school ; or that, having boon put 
tbrth, it should remiun uncontradicted, if erroneous. It may, therefore, 
tMrly be received as haviug the sanction of hia authority. 

2d. Next iu order may be notloed the testimoHy of lie children of Dr. 
M'Millan. On tlio S4t3i April, 13&4, the writer, in compasy with Bev. 
William Bwiog, the pastor of CharHors, ™!tBd Mr. John M'Millan, (since 
-leceosed), who occupied the old homestead, ajid a^aoent to whoae dweOing 
itands (ho veritable "Log-Cabin" itself. This, however, was Hio second 
iabin. The flral, which was burnt down, was at soma dietanee fiDra the 
Inelliagi Mr. M'Millan iadioftted Ite stte. He steted tbftt he had often 
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hsMTi his Mber say—" That Mr. Ross taught Latjn for him, and thai this 
was tho firtt Latin aohool in ths country." The writer quotes ttom his 
momorandnj mndo at the time. Mr. JI'Millan added tint his fnther used to 
say — " He wished the world to forge^ as aooa aa possible, that such a man 
as John M'Sfilliiii hod ever lived." Unhappily, the world is too r«idj to 
ibl^et its bencfuctors. 

On the 3d August, 1B54, the writer received a call from Mr. MTaillira, 
accompmiied hy his sister, Mre. Hnrper', the oldest child of m;. M'Millon. 
Mrs. Harper, who was in her seventy-seventh year, hat appeared to possess 
an eiooUent memory, cnnflrmed her broihet's atateraents; and her tsatioiony 
in other parlioulars has toon already introdaoed and need not be repeated. 
She states that Mr. Eo^ as wall aa Mr. McGremJy, stndied longuogea with 
her father, whilst they were engaged in teaching for him, the former the 
Ifllin and flie latter the Baglish BotolarB. 

3d. As the testimony of the next witness is perhaps tie most direct of 
any, and by many will be deemed conclusive upon Ihe subject, it will be- 
proper to give it in full, as taken down bj the writer al the time speoifiod, 

" Oanonaburg, Saturday, JunB 17th, 1864. 

" In company with Br. John Weaver, I this day called upon Mrs. Sarah 
Park, an aged lady, residing with her son, Mr. M'Dowell Park, about five 
miles fh)m Canonsbnrg. 

" Mrs. Park's stalemetfe to Dr. Weaver and myself were as follows, she 
being in our judgment in perfect possession of all her mental faculties, her 
memory apparently unimpiured. 

" She was bom October 241h, 1769, and is now in Lor eighty-fifth year, 
and in the enjoyment of escelleat health. Her maiden name was M'Dowell. 
Her father. Judge M'Dowell, removed from Eastern to Western Pennsjl- 
Tauia, Vfhen ele was abonl four years of age (1773). Her father reaidod 
upon the ihrm now owned by Mr. Samuel PoBoek, about two milee from 
Chattiers' meeting-honae, and not quite two mites from Dr. M'Millan'E. 
She distinctly recollects when Dr. M'Millan removed hia fiunily to Chartiers; 
There being no house prepared for him, hs with his wife and «hlld (now 
Mrs. Harper) remained for si: weeks at her father's house. (Mrs. Park 
mentioned one or two inoidents oonnectad with Dr. M'Millan's temporary 
residence at her father's house, which, though trivial, show how distinct 
and vivid her reooUaotion of that period is. As Dr. M'Millan removed hia 
family to Ohartiers in 1778, she must have been at that time nine yesrs 

" Mrs. Park docs not remember the preoise year when Dr. M Millan's 
iJ^ilool oommenoed ; but thinks she was about twelve yeai's old, (1781,) and 
is qrnte sure she was not mors than tliirteen, (1782,) when she knew sOTeral 
young men who were studying with Dr. M'Millan at his ojtn house, before 
the first eohcol-house was bnllt. These students were David Smith, JoliE 
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Srioe, James MoGready, Francis Boni, and Thomas Reno. Mr. Smitli 
boarded iviti Dr. M'Miilan ; nil tlia others boaidort mill lier fatlior, JudgB 
M'Donell. Sha remembors distinofly (hnt Uiese jouug men were Btudying 
Latin books,— is perfectly sars of it. She reogllei-U HoU tlieir using boolia 
glie could not rcEHi in. Sho novor lieatd of an English school at Dr. M'Mil- 
laTi'g house, and is quite aaro he never taught one. She knoirs certunly 
that tJio yeuDg men named, above teelted to Dr. M'Miilan at his own house, 
boforo an; achool-honse VAS built, uid she thinks, before Mr. Ross cams out 
to the West. The students named abore note oil gone before Mrs. Park's 
marriage, vhieh took place in ITSS, when she was serenteen years of age. 
Upon her marriage she leA Che muce immediate neighborhood at the sohoel, 
and went to live upon the farm nhere she stall resides. Sbe does not there- 
fore remember vet; distinetly mattei^ eoiineclod witii the sohool after that 

" The fli-st sehool-honae was built at somo distanCB from Dr. M'Millan'a 
dwelling. It was called the 'Latin Seliool/ and known by that name 
thronghonl the eonntry. This building was destroyed by £re — she does not 
Fel^ollect in what yeaj'^ bnt things it was a^er her maitiage ; of tlils she would 
Hotbo certido. Mi-. Ross was the first teaohsr in this school-house. She 
i-ooollecls him distinctly, and the faot of his being thus engaged. She does 
not know what his age at the Smo was— thinks it may have been twenty-five. 
Does not remember how long he remained with Dr. M'Miilan; thinks it 
may hato hsen two years. She thinks Mr. Ross ohtainod his education east 
of the mountaios, and has no knowledge of his having studied with Dr. 
M'Slillan. 

"Mrs. Park never heard of any Latin school at Her, Joseph Smith's, at 
Buifalo i though she says it nu^ht have bean in exislsnoo without her 
knowledge. 

" She remembeia Mr. MoGready perfectly well, and tiiat ho was in very 
limitod oiroamstanoes when obtaining his odneation ; but she does not roool- 
leot his boarding at Dr. M'Millan's, and thinks, if he did, it must have been 
after her marriage, (1786). She doea not remember hifl teaohing an English 

As the ab( ve fesiimony is i^rootly to the point, the reader will pardon tlia 
following evidenoB of the easo whu* was token that no error might be oom- 

" aanoniburj, June Ifth, 1854. 
" WilUam Pa'l; Esq, Dear Sir : — On the prcvions pages I have writfen 
out the informadon given to me this morning by yonr mother, from notes I 
took at the time. I have road it to Dr. Weaver, who believes it to be a cor- 
rect statement of the informaUon we i-eoeived. But as 1 may not have given 

blj, though unioleniJonnlly, have slated some things too positively, or per- 
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hspB omitted some matters that dioiiia hare been roenfiMiett; or na ber 
thoughta hare heen tnmed to thie subjeot by mj quealionB, nad she may 
bare smee lecalled aome Ikets nbich slie did Dot tbiuk of at tb» time ; I will 
eonsider it a great favor if yon nill read to her, carefully and slowly, wbat 
I hftve written, and if you will be eo kind oa to note down any modiUcationa, 
ftlteKiKons, or additions she may desire to nialie, aad lot me liaTe tie result 
nhenoTer yon oonvenienlly can. Yours truly, R. P." 

To tbis note a reply was reeaived, Jane SOth, from a daughter of Mr. 
Park, returning the maDuaoript, atating that aiie had attended to the abovo 
request, and thatbor grandmother aaid hor reoolleotions were eorreetly repre- 
sented and she had nothing to add. It is impossible, however, to eonyay to 
lie reader any adequata idea of the viTaeiiy and distinctness Willi nhich 
Una truly venerable lady recalled and related the events of her ohildhood 
and yoatb, and the eitrome caution with nhiob ahe spoke of matters of 
which she was not perfectly sore. 

In oomparing the testimony of Mrs. Park witb that of Mrs. Irwin, the 
reader oEnnot fail to notice that we have here the evidence of one who was 
twelve or thirteen jsisa of a^ at the time of which she testifies, — who was 
in tbe immediate neighborhood of Dr. M'MiUan, and intimate witli his fam- 
ily, and who testiBea reepocUng mnttera of whinh she had a personal knowl- 
edge, nnd ocourreneoa which passod djuly before bar eyoa, aa opposed to the 
rsooDacUons of one wlio was at thla period a ohild of mi or seveB years of 
»ga, upwards of ton uulea distant, who had no personal knowledge of Dr. 
M'Millan's aohool, and who was certainly in eriwr in regard to Mr. Dodd's. 
Also, that the question is bora anawered — " Who wore Dr. M'Millan's pupil.t 
at tbia early date ?" Tho names of at least five of them " have been found." 
And in the last place, it is important to observe, that ss Measra. Smith and 
Ericc wore among these students, m 1781, as Mrs. Park atrongiy balieves, 
and certainly an early aa 1IB2,— and as Dr. Lindley has stated that they 
were among his Bchooi-matcs at Ten Mils tVom some time in 1T82 unm ho 
left the school in 1784, it follows inevitably that they must have haen pnpilB 
of Dr. M'MiUan bafore thej went to Mr. Dodd, even if wa take the latest 
date assigned by Mrs. Park. David Smith was probably the youngest of 
these pupils, and about ten years of agej yet he had commenced Latin two 
years before, (» Old Redstone," page 443.) Mrs. Park, it will be seen, ia 
five years older than Rev. Dr. Lindley, and enjoyed much more favorable 
opportunities than he, for acquiring a knowledge of the facta to which aha 
testifies. 

Of one of the students mentionod by Mrs. Park, the following in forraatioa 
has been derived from Col. William Lea, of Alleghany oounty, Ihrough tho 
politeness of Mr. J. C. Wrenshall : " Rev. Francis Bono (Bpiaoopal minis, 
tor) was a student of Mr. M'MiUan, of Canonsburg. He came to the old 
chm-ch at Woodvillo, known as Cliartiers Chapel, about tho year 1?92, mid 
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greaolietl tliere unUl 1811. About tKat time Iio removed to Beavei', and died 
there about 1830." 

It mny seem vmaeoessary to add aajtiimg to taalimonj ao eiplioit as that 
of Mrs. Park, Mid from a sonroB eo unimpeaoliablo ; but iia reader who has 
loken imj Intertist hi Ihs Babjaot vill be glad to see that her statements are 
not irithaiit corraboraiiag evidonca. 

" OaKOHsburg, Siltnrdi^, Jane 21th, 1S54. 

" In company w itK John B. Black, Esq., tlia writer visited this day four 
aged pei-aons in the riolnity of CniiOBibiirg : Messrs. John Barr, (four miles 
from town,) Joseph Moss, (Eevou miles,) Daniel Daicagh, Eai^., (ten miles,) 
and James Thomas, (seven miles.) 

4th. "John Barr was bom in 1780, in Lanoniter county, Pennsylvania ; 
oame West in ITBi; and when aboui eight years of age, (UBS,) was 
acqntunted with Er8,oei8 and Thomas Dunlavy, who wetfl then going to Dr. 
ITMillan to school. Does not Imovf about the Renos going to Dr. WMiU 
lan'a aohool, bat remembers the men. One of them became an Episcopal 
minister, a^d preached abou^ seven miles ^om Pittsburgh, on tlio Washing- 
ion turnpike ; lie other a pMtaer in a wholesale grocery in Kttsbargh. At 
least fifly yeoirs ago, Mr. Bart- used to hear of Mr. Boss having taught Latin 
for Dr. M'Millan. 

Sth. "Joseph Moss was horn in Chester county, Pennsylvania, in IfBI, 
and is now in his ninetj-tbird year. Came West in 1784, in bis twenty- 
third year. Dr. M'Millan had been lenH^bing some yeacs before tiiat time. 
Bemambers Mr. R^no, who preached near Pittsburgh, and believes he studied . 
□nder Br. M'Miilan. Mr. Keno was preaching soon after Mr. Moss came 
West. Mr. Moss was a anrveyor in early life : attended Mr. Clarke's church, 
now Mr. MniBb^l'a. 

6lh. "Daniel Darragh was born in LauEaater county, Pannajlsania, in 
176fl, and is now ia bia eighty-eighth year. Came Waat in 1788. Does 
not remember whether Dr. M'Millan's Eobool was in operation then, or not. 
Alwaya haai'd of it as the oHaat aohool wast of the mounttuns ; never heard 
at that bme of any th Th nl Mr. Roaa waa then a lawyer in Washing- 
tea. Does nut m mb h m of Mr, Ross teaching. Remembers a 
student, namoa 81 m u wh ee d to Dr. M'Millaii at Ms own boose. 

7th "Jamo Th m b- n n New Jersey in 1771, cama West in 1773. 
Eamembera h g f M R studying with Dr. M'Millan. Cannot 

recfpUoot any par lars ab at th school. 

"Mr" Tboma m mb rs R Samuel Porler living on Dr. M'Millan'a 
plaoo, and atmlying with him, about 17SS. His son was her school-mata at 
that time. She remembers well that the school-houso used to be called the 
'Latin School.' 

8th. "May IStli, 1864. Called this ofternoon on Isaac White, Betsey 
Whifo, and Mrs. Jane Borry, residont about a mile from Canonsbufg. They 
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Hie fte oliildrfln of Georga 'WliitB, wto died Mareh 2, 1847, io hie ninety- 
aocimi] year. He wa.9 one of fhe oldest satllers, Laving, nith iiiB i^Ahstj 
John White, airived at Ohartiors April 281h, 1112. George Whits, teing 
desirous to qualify liimself for bceoming sn EagliEh teaclier, repnii'ed to Dr. 
M'Millan's sohool and attended it for some time; than re-orosaed the 
menntuns, and either taught or aktsnded Echool for eome time in Adama 
eounty, Pennsylvania ; returned home, and after the lapse of eome time 
again Tisited Adams couoty on the oocnsion of his marriage, which tooii 
place in 1786, when ho nas about tJiirty yeara of age. 

"Hia children cannot fis the date of his attending school, but thinls it 
innet hare been some years before hia marriage. They distinctly rocollect 
having often heard Mm say that Latin ve,i taught there then, though be did 
not study it ; that Mr. Boss nas there thofi, and Has one of the Latin 
Hiudenta; that ho often epoke of the latin stndents as Gonsidering them- 
selves of a little more consequence than the other students, aod aa bemg so 
regarded by the others ; and they hare often heard him say that when tho 
achool-honso was burn^ ali the Latin hooka whioh had been left in it over 
night were consumed, and there were no more this aide the mountains, 
which ooeasioned great inconvenience." 

The reeoUeetion of a nephew of George White, Mr. Jamea White, of 
Cecil township, who was present, coincided with that of his oonsios afl 

9fh. Bsliact from a letter from Eer. Dr. Cephaa Dodd, May 17th, 1854:— 
" When my father taught in Washington in 1789, Abraham 6cotl was there 
as a pupil. He was reading some of the higher classics, and had previously 
been at Dr. M'Millan's sohooL I used to hear him spaaf of Jemmy Ross 
(aa he called him) as Tiaving been his teaoher there. James Ross was at 
that time a practicing attorney in Washington, and had probably been so an 
early aa 1787, aa he waa at that time one of tho Truaioea named in the 
charter of the Washington Academy." 

10th. Eitract from a loiter from Hon. H. M. Braoientidge, a student at 
Jefferson College in ISOfi :— "Tarontum, Pennsylvania, Jone 12tb, 1864. 
I have always understood that the first Latin school ever established in Ibe 
Western part of Pennsylvania, was that set on foot by the Rev. John 
M'Millan at Canonsbnij, or near that place, in a log-cabin by the road 
side. I hat« hoard my father say that onco, on hia way from Pittsburgh to 
Washington coui% ho was induced, aeoording to a practice almost invaiiable 
with him, to stop at the school in the log-oabin referred fo, and there be 
found James Rosa teaching a Latin clasBj and aeoording to his custom, iie 
examined the scholars, and conversed with the teaoher, in whom he im- 
mediately took a great interest. He was well a^i^nBinted with the family 
and eonneotions in the Borrans of York, where my father's father had also 
setHed, and lived as friend and neighbor to the Ross family. This must 
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liave boon prior to the year 1785, for tliia reason : my father BStoblishea tira 
Eoir as a lawyer in PiMsburgli in IJ81, and Mr. Eoaa muBl have baen at 
least aaven years at the bar before 1791, nhon ha waa a Banatot of Uie 
United StatoB. My fathsr, on inquhing into liie future prospects, advised 
him to study law, and gave him lettei's to bis friends in Pbiliidelpliia, 
especially Mr. Coio, nith nhora Mr. Boss complated bis atudies. From this 
KB may form an idea of the Ijnie which mnat have elapsed before he oamo 
to the bar, and of ths time necessary to acquire snob distinction as to be 
electee) to tha Senate before the year llSi. It would seeiu to me (hat this 
would surelj cany the period at which mj father aan hlin teaching in tiia 
log-cal)in, beyond the year IISS. 

" Ml'. Roes fiBe of oonrae a well-grounded Latin BcholM, bat I am not 90 
well infonned m to bis profioienoy in alassieal studies. It must have beoli 
good, judging from the high litci-ary taste and polish of his style. James 
Boss, (no relotivo,) the oelebrated teacher, and author of tho grammar, was 
pmbably his teacher, aa he had a LaUn school at the place where tte famUy 
of Mr. Ross resided In York county. This ia the first time I over heard the 
fact of Mr. M'Milhin's being the first to establisli a Latin school in the 
West, called in question." 

nth. A reminiaconoe of Joseph Patlerson, Esq., of Pittabuish, is also in 
point. Mr. Patlerson was intimately ocquaintod with Mr. Ross, and rs- 
mombors to have heard him relate, that whilst living with Dr. M'Millan, be 
joined a poi'ty which waa made np to go to the relief of the eetOei's on the 
Oliio, upon the oooneion of nn Inoureion of ths Indians ; and that upoa the 
way they mot one of the brothers Poe (menlioiied in "Old Kedstone," page 
63) returning from his famous eontaat with the Indians on the banlis of tha 
Ohio, — Uie oovpsa of an Indian being alung over hia horse. Now a refev- 
renee to any border history of the period will show that this oelebrated 
encounter took place about the middle of July, 1T82.« 

12th. And finally tha prevalence of the opinion, whtcii appeal^ to have 
1, and aertaJBly has been until very rooandy undisputed, that 
r. M'Millon's was the first classical school in the West, is in itself, undot 
e cimumatances, strong evidence of its own correctness. Snob a baliof 
a,s general, long before the late Eev. Dr. M. Brown came to Canoushni^ 
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In 1822, and he dosa not ecem in any wiss lo bo justly held tesponslblB for 
il3 axiateaoe. The mitor, and those wlio aoooinpaniod him, ean bear wit- 
ness to the anfeigned sm^irisa with whidi ihe oldest inhabitants o[ the 
oounti-j aronnd Dr. M'MUlan'e reaidenco, learned Siat the correolne^B of 
the opinion with which they had grown up from cliiUlhooJ was now onllsd 
in qneation, ~ an opinion which, it had never oooun-eil to them, conld be 
within the reach of akepticism. That auoh a belief should have been entec- 
taiaod, apparently from the very first, by thoBO ivho must neeesaardy have 
hoeu cognisant of the facta, ia oltogethet ineiplionble on onv other hjpo- 
Uieaia than that the belief was wan-anted b; the facta. 

It is niuoh to be regretted tliat the donhta whioh hare been recently 
eipreased had not been propounded sooner, before so many, vho toul'l have 
home the ampleat testimony to the facta of the ease, had ditappeored forever 
from the a £ th early tn 1 ft rt d diffi dties f wh h th y 

lovotl to speal: 

That such pmtaafhtpknfb wg 1 ly 

ceqnirea additi al nfirm ti b t th f 11 wing tr t ft m 1 It 
from Dr. SmlOl fjflra G tyP yl ania M y 

asth, 1854 t Ij g 1 f Ih tat f p ly f rty 

years ago, bt ta trbttlhmmrytDM llillon j t 

and uaslndied, and so honorablo to the heart that conveys it, that the reader 
will readily pardon it9 inaertlon. 

"My information on the sulijeot waa obtt^ned aa far back as the session 
of 1813-'20, at which time and subsequently I heard mueh relative to the 
early biography of Dr. M'Millan. During my first seaMon at Jefferaon 
Colloge, I boarded at the hoiiso of the widow Emery, opposite the college. 
Mra. Emery's houae was mueh frequented by many of the old citizens of 
the town and coimtry, who aeeraod to loJte particular pleasure in relaUng 
the remarkable iDoideuCs pertaining to the early and subaequeut life of Dr. 
M'Millan. I afterwards boarded at tbe houses of Williiun Thompson and 
Joseph M'Nairy. They were members of the Soceder Churoh, and wero 
freqaently visited by Dr. Ramsey, who waa at that tone pastor of that 
churoh. In all these plaeea the owly history and settlement of Dr. M'Mil- 
lan was discussed and related so frequently and with such coincidence, aa to 
make an indelible impreaslon on my memory, so mueh so ibat the; appear 
to mo now as almost the nairatives of bnt yesterday. 

"At that time Dr. M'Millan waa held in exalted veneration, cot only by 
the citizens generally, but also by tie students of the noUege, who not only 
looked upon bim as the founder of tbat Institution, but aa on oracle of wis- 
dom and piety, from whom they might derive lessons of instmotlon. Dr. 
M'Millan must have been at that time near seventy years of age, yet the 
powers of his mind ond body seemed in their fnll vigor, and tlio spirit of 
iovo and benevolence shono through all his actions, lie regularly visiled 
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111 liia redlatlnns of tho diusses in their turn. I romemhoc well, if n student 
Bliouia mivke a mietoke, that ho was always the first to discover it, and would 
oorrect it by soma humorous remark, nliioh not only lorrtsoted the error but 
palliited it. He preached regularly at his place, and frequenilj at the col- 
la^a- Hia sermons ware eloquent and powerful. At that time Dr. M'Millan 
wiia considered the most nseful and bonerolant man of his day; and I do 
not think that Gen. Washington was oi-er more beloved fay the American 
people, than Has Dr. M'Millan by those portions of Washington county, and 
oiaowheie, where his usefulness as a preacher, and his benevolence in pre- 
paring young men fur (he ministry, were so astansively expedeneed. 

" I now oomo io give jon what information I have as regards that period 
of Dr. M'Millon's life in which ha commenced his Latjnscbool. Tills knowl- 
edgo has been derived &om the citisens of Canonsburg and its yieinity, many 
of whom ivera living at that tima, who had boon oolemporaneoue with Dr. 
M'Millan in his early aeftiemeut. Tho reault of this inCormafion is abouH 
thia: that Dr. M'Millaaflrstvisifedilie western C0HiitryinIIT5, and preached 
to tlio border aettlemnnta of Woatmoreland and Washington oounties, during 
tiio summer and autumn of that year ; and that be returned to the Basl^ and 
removed with his fmuily te the vicinity of Canonsbnrg, and immediately 
commenoed a LaUn school with the view of preparing young men for tho 
ministry : that the celebrated James Eosa was aroong his first studeHts, and 
tiiD.t he afterwards became a teacher of classics under Dr. M'Millaa. Mrs. 
Haj-pcr romembere Ross as a teacher nnder her father as far back as her 
fifth year, which was aboat the year lt82 : and of course Dr. M'Millan's 
Latin school mnat have commenced aevoral years previoos." 

Tho writCT of this can bear tostiniony to tho existence of the same univai^ 
sal impression when ho was a student in Jafieraon Collage, some twenty 
years after tho period roforrad to in Dr. Colvct's letter; and when, in com- 
pany with aevoral of his class-matos, in tho spirit of pilgrims tc some con- 
secrated shrine, ha visited the humble "Log-Cabin" so often referred to, and 
heard from Mr. John M'Millan the same narrative which was repeated to 
him fifteen years afterwards, as recorded above, it never oeoarred to him thai 
the attempt would or oouid be made to divest that hallowed spot of tho hoD- 
ors it had worn so long. 

But a still higher authority is that of the author of " Old Eedstone," who 
irus graduated at JoCeraon College in 1S15, and wlio states in a letter dated 
NovemlHir 2Tth, 1864 :— " I had alwa^ anlectamod the prevailing opiniou 
nbont the history of the 'Log-Cabin' aohool, until, uneipaotedly, without 
my seeking it, I got the statement which Mra. Irwin, of Ohio, gave me." 

The reader, who has had the patience to accompany ns thus fiw, is in pos- 
jossion of all the evidence tlie writer hag been able to collect upon the sub- 
ject of our investigations. TJie field of his inquirioa was not, however, by 
my means exhausted, when his progress was auddeniy arrested, and oircmn- 
itauQea unnecessary to be datraied compelled him to abandon hia researches. 
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ore Ikan too yeias, a periotl of eompwrn-live leisure htia 
to UFiinge bis cotes, and tbe rciuler must decide how far 
Hj towards a aetUemeiit of ths iutar^ting queallan. — 
Where was llie flrat Liferaiy Instittitimi West of the MonnfMna 7 

A brief reyiew of all that has been odvauead in regard to Dr. STMillan's 
Bohool, will show that the only direct teatimonj in opposition to the com- 
monly received opinion of its priority to oil others, is that of Mrs, Irwin, 
and poesibly that of Roy. Dr. Lindlej. Tho eTidence of the former ia utterly 
irreooHoilable with admitted facts ; while the statements of the latter may be 
made to barmonlae with the onrten6 baliat The opinion that Mr. Eoas 
taaght ail BngliBh, aoanot aLatJn Eoliool,l3 met by the rapaated declnration 
of Dr. M'Milliin, in fho Soaring of Lis children, to the oonti'ary ; by a similar 
declaiatioD, as tho writer nndei-stands it, on the part of one of Mr. Eoss' 
old pnpils, Abraham Soott; and by the avidenes that Mr. Ross was discov- 
ered by Judg;e Srackenridgo actually heming a Latin class. Tbe other 
moments which have beon adduced do not; upon examination, appear tO 
carry with them even a presumption thai the prevalent opinion ia ineoireot 

Ou tbe other hand, wehavathe personal raooUaotion of an uiieicaptionablo 
witness, Mrs. Park, to tho eSbct that a Latin sobool was in existence at Dr. 
M'Millau's, as she beliaTes, in 1731, and as she ispositirclj certain, in 1TS2; 
the reaoUoction of a dangbter of Dr. M'Millan's, carrying tho school back 
as far as IJSZ ; an inoideiit slated by Joseph Patterson, Esq., in regard to 
the early lifo of James Eoss, whioh fiias his residenoo with Dr. M'Millan at 
least as far back as July, 1T82; the circuustanoes related by Hon. B. M. 
Braakanridgo, amounting to a fair presumption that Mr. Eoss' residence witb 
Dr. M'Millan was at a very early date ; the statement of Mr. Moss that the 
school had been in esislflnoe for some yea's before 1794i the statement of 
the children of George White that in fbeii' opinion, for which they give rea- 
sons, their father must have attended Dr. M'Miilan's school some years before 
1786; tbefaot (bat soma of the pnpils of MivDodd, who were with him fVoir 
17S2 till at least 1734, bad yet been with Dr. M'Millan also in 1TS2, wbict 
would appear to show conclusively that they must have been students a< 
Chartiers before they repiured to Ten Mile j the declarations of Dr. M'Millat 
to his children, that bis sobool was the fii'st Latin school in the country; hii 
own languogo, as quoted above, which it is difEcult (o reoonoilo with trull 
on any other bypotheus than that of the early commencement and the pil 
orily of his iusatiitjoa; and finally the universality of such an opinion 
amongst those who bad the best opportunities for becoming acquainted wiO 
the facts, and for the eiistonoe and prevalence of which belief no esplona 
lion whatever has been offered, or can well be imagined, save that it coincide 
with tho truth. The reader will judge for himself upon wMob ade the evi 
deneo prapondarates. 

But further, it ia alleged, ("Old Eedatcne," page 132,) that " Tlio Aoodom; 
did not originate in the Latin school at the ' Log-Cabin,' but wna oegnn inde 
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pondontly of it, aud euperseded it, mid caused its suspension." It is noS 
anoHgh, thoreforej to miuntiun the honor of the ptffant stock : tte legitimaoy 
>! the of^pnng must ftlso ha defended. 

Now the faota of the case, oa related b; Dr. M'Millan in his letter and 
-eport, akeady qnoted, and by Jtev. E. Ptitteraon, in hia letter to Dr. Brown, 
u-e as follow! 

That in July, If 91, upon a Monday after a saernmental season in Chartiars 
iongcegation, a eonsultatioo, at which Ebt. MosBrs. M'MiUftn and Smith, 
Yith other tMeuds of lanruing, were prasent, was iield, and a reaolntion 
idiipted, to establish a Literary InBtitutiou in the West. On the c],neation of 
Is location, the "Log-Cahin" was proposed by Dr. M'Millan, Canonsbnrghy 
j'ul. Onnoa. It may here ha ramarkad that if the former Bite hod been 
lelected, there coii]d he no dispute as to the faot that the Academy was the 
lucceasor of the Latin school. Oanonaburg, bowerar, was ohoaen, Dr. 
H'Millan eonourriug, and by appointment the escroises of the Aoadoroy wore 
ommonced the nest moi-ning m a field near ttie village, Dr. M'Millan him- 
clf tailing tho most promiaont poi-t in fhem. Mr. David Johnston was 
nvitud to attend and take oiarga of the Academy. Thns fiir the letter of 
lev. R, Patterson, who made Bio first rooitalJon. Must not those fofils hava 
Bonped tho author of " Old Rodatone," whan he ohaervaa, page 80, that 
'Dr. M'Millan bad co direct Sfianoy, and took no actire part in getting up 
lie Canonabnrg Aoaderay ?" 

Pnrlher, Dr. M'Millan, in hie letter, states :~" I had slill a tew Bilh me 
(hen the academy was opened at Canonsbnrg, and flnding that I conld not 
jaeh and do jnalioo to my oongregation, I imtaeiliatelg gave it up and 
ant them there."—" Old Bedstone," page 1(13. 
Ag!un, in hia report to tho Trustees, already quoted, Dr. M'Millan states 
ial~ " A Latin and Greek eohool whioh ho had kept at hia own house, for 
la pxirpose of anpplying the eliiirch ea for as was praotieable, was trans- 
jii'od to this intiint academy, tha original fountain, i!te., &<i." 
Tho only evidence to tho eontraiy is the statament of William Dacty, 
Isq., ("Old Eedalone," page 103), that Dr. M'Millan'e school was still in 
peratiou through 1789 and part of 1790, aftor the aoademy was establiahod 
I Canonsburg. Bat in the first place, the academy n-os not established in 
imonshnrg until July, 1791] in the nest place, if Mr. Darby meant the 
Itoi' year, his ovidonoo is dirooUj contrary to that of Dr. M'Millan, who 
ay he supposed to be better aoqaaiu ted with the facts i and in the last 
aoe, it is conh'ary to a fair presumption from tho languaga in whioh Rev. 
r. Lindley, as quoted above, describea the commencement of the Canons- 
itg Academy. 

If the active co-operation of Dr. M'Millan in building up the aoadamy, — 
the leading part ha took in tho very incepSon of tho enterprise, as well as 
iring all its progress, in seleipting its teachers, in raising funds for it, iu 
aquently vleiting it, and iJ! mauHging its con earns, —if all this, in con- 
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neatiun vrlOi the imineduito trausfar of bia pupila to the iicndomj', a fuct 
wMoli hs has oertifiod under his own band, — does not readar that ncademy 
tho lineal de^eadoDt of tho Latin school,—i( is difficult to imagine nhat 

If, upon the othei' inmd, it be reaU; ineorrect to snppcsa thoit there was 
such an immediate succe^Dn, it ia very cli;ar thnt Ur. M'Milliu] himself 
labored nBdar this mistaken impi-esaion ; that the same misapprehension has 
alnajs prevailed amongst those irbo bure haS the bes6 opportaomee fbr 
bocoming fEuoiliai with the tacts; and Isstl;, that the aulboi of "Old 
Eedatone" has liimsolf faHcn into the aame error, whon ho atates (page ^5') 
that Mr. Smith's sobool, by being tranatbrred to Dr. M'Millan'a, woe " the 
real nuclena, the laria, out of whioh gioir erentuallj, £ist, the Canonsbwg 
Academy, and Uiea Jefferson College." 

But with what propriety eao it bo aaid, (" Old Redstone," page 190), that 
an institudoa vox "originated" by the Synod of Virginia, "located" in 
Canonabuig by Ihe Presbjloty of Redstone, and "merged into the academy 
of that place in 1791-2," nhen this oceledastieal flgment never had any 
existonee whatever, apart from that of the academy itself, which had boon 
in Buceessful opeiatioB for two yeara before Cke ProshyCeiy finally looogniaod 
it as an institution nnder their oaf e ? It has never been made to appcm: 
that the Synod of Virginia Ijad any agtmby whatever in "originating" tho 
Bcadomy at Caoonaburg, that institution Laving been in e^detence aomo three 
months before the date of the Synod'a reaolulion on the subject of neatcrn 
eduea'don. Wiiy ehoald we seek, at this late day, and without tho aliglitesl 
evidoncB, to jnatify auch a eourse, to orown the Synod wilh the honors which 
for more (hoa half a cantmy have encircled the brow of M'Millan ? 

It is due to tho momoiy of Hie noble-minded and aelf-aacrificing fothere 
of out western ohuroiiee, to say that no spirit of jealousy oonld ever have 
foond a lodgment in Hieir bosoms. Disinterested seal tot the servioe of thaii 
Divine Master was all that impelled them to &road the maies of those 
westein foreste, to follow close npou tho ohgoure pathway of the pioneer, and 
elmoat simnltaDooiialj with tho erection of bis rude hul, to raar hoaido it tht 
Bohool-houae and the cbmiih. It reftecta file highest honor on those illuatri- 
cua men, tbab scarce thirty years were suffered toelapae after tbe flrst dndnf 
adventurer liad penetrated a, bltberto pathless wildorHoaa,^Uiirty jeara, noi 
of proapority and peace, but of pMnful vigilance and nncoasing atruggl*; 
of unosampled Iwrdebips and heroio endaranoo,— until the poetry and elo- 
quence of Greece and Rome, the truths of modem science, and of ^cre( 
learning, had found three humble halla, three devoted insttuotors, and a seen 
of asaiduoua pupils, — ttiongh the wnr-wlioop of the I'etreating savage atil 
echoed within tho aurrounding valloja, and hia connuil-firea still biased upoi 
lie hiUa. History presents few paraUela of achiovemonta so worthy ol 
remembmaco, yet so iqjeedil;! foi^otton. Ainidat any olhor people than tli- 
ungraMai descendants of flnoh heioic sirsE, the consecrated spot nher 
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It 19 due bIbo to thoso nhose eyidenco hsa 'been collated on (hn precoding 
pagea, to say liiat tho diaeropnuoioa nbidh maj be found to esist in tlieir 
leminiaconcos, some of whioh hare bean paaaod by uanotieod, whiiat of 
otliors it Iiaa baon no gratBful toak to epsali, ahoald not affoct lieir charnctBr 
for ttutlifBlneaa. It is nnderatood tiat tbay testify to the best of tiieir 
romombrimoe ; nor ia it aui'priBing that tbare shonld be aoma variations in 
lie reoolleotionB of occurronoes of iliroe score jaara ago. 

Bapocinlly ia it duo to the respected author of " Old Eodalone," to boar 
testimony to tiio fidelity with whieh lie bas disobareed the taak ho has under- 
iiikcn, and to the Talne of bis labors in reacuing so maob of tbo history of 
\Voatorn Presbjterianiamfrom that obliidon to wbioh it was so rapidly hasten, 
ing. With the derotion of a, Tully, lie has striven to remove the thistles 
that iFQro 30 quietly aoncealing the monumcnla of tho nisdom of the past : 
with the piety of an Old Moriaiity, ha boa endeavored to deapan tho inaorip- 
tions sacred to the memory of tho religion and the patrioyscc of onr lathers. 
No one would Bhrink sooner than ho, from donjing pralso whore praise Was 
justly dne; njid his hand would bo the first to replace a obaplet be had 
unwittingly removed. 

E.P. 

OiKiiAMD O01.LEQB, Miss,, Jaatiai-j/ lei, 185T. 



To review this able and ingenious paper, in all its detaila, would be un< 
'aasonably iaaing the palieneo of readers. We feol no speoifll BOttl aboirl 
he isane of this question of priority in respeot to the early Latin aohoola in 
^ostom Pennsylvania. It may be thonght by some that thia question was 
LjjneoesBarily imcl foolishly raisod in the first inaianoe, and that the almost 
iniversally ourrent traditiona ahould have been left undisturbed : — and that 
'; was an invidious and dishonorable employment to attempt to diaplaoo a 
arland from the brow of Dr. M'Millan. Now wo elaim a veneration ibr the 
saltad character of that nevor-to-be-forgotten father of onr Western Zion, 
ot inferior to that cherished bj the writer of (his paper. We gi'eatly 
iapoct the memory of Dr. M'Millan. But to receive and adopt impiioitly 
very tradition thai may gather round a good man's history, ia rather an 
juivocal way of evincing true respect. All who are familiar with Wstory, 
e aware that ingenious fictions and legends have often been employed to 
igment tho renown of diatiugniahed men, and to tiuxiw a halo of glory 
■ound their heads. Witness the ingenious tale about Dr. M'Millan Id " Day's 
istorloal CoUeoKon of Pennaylvania," page 668, where it is stated that "he 
tHed In Washington county in l?T3,"^-and " with the commencement of 
B labors, began hie school at CauoDsburg," and that " the number ot hie 
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Btadonta liovlng inoreased, a etoue buOding was orcoted in 1J0O ;" — not cmo 
eentence or cluusa of -wMeh is ooirect. Witness, again, the etoiy told of 
Dr. Witherspoon : thai whon Iht Oonvsntdon mot to furnt the Constitution 
of the United States, tlie Doctor put a Confession of Faith in his pocket; 
and having our Presbylarian Oonstitutioa oouslanLlj ready for reference, he 
euiiooeded in getSng our BdmiraUe frajiiu of Qoveinmont modeled, in its 
main foaturss, aftor our Presbjtorinn foiili of GoTBmuienl. TVliereas, Dr. 
"Withorspuon, though a member of the Continental CongrosB that ndopted 
and signed the Deelaraiion of Indopoudonce, where his name is sJeo found, 
und though a member of the Coovontiuii that dren up the arliules of eon- 
federation in HIS, was not a niomber at nil of Ike Conrention that m IfSO 
formed Uio ConsUtution ! WituosB, ngiun, tho beautiful stoiyabont President 
Davies, the great American preacher — a story onee universally told and 
believed among Presbytetious in Virginia — how, that nhan on a visit 16 
England, and inritsd to protioh before tho court of George IL, his 
overpowering eloquenoo so deeply movod tho king ibat he said, aloud to one 
of his nobles, "did ever man speak like this manT and how Mr. Dasios 
paused, and (ben said, slowly and Eolomnly : " when llio lion roars, Bie 
beasts of the forest tiomble ; when the Ung of heaTcn speaks, let the king^ 
of tho oartb keep silence!" The whole stoij baa besn, long siaee, proved 
to be a mere fabrication. Witoesa the story of lord Baltimore having firet 
introduced the piinciples of reli^oua lihorty into his government of the 
Maryland colony — a legend which the Hon. J. P. Kennedy, Into Secretary 
of the Navy, scattered to the winds, by shomng, concluaivBlj, that the 
piinciples of religious libetty wore in the obarter, granted by a British 
Pmtestant Idng to Lowl Enltimore, and not in the Colonial Conatitntion ot 
Maryland, further than ths charter required. And, to eila a ease of 
earlier history, witness the pleasant legend about Dionysius, the Areopagite: 
bow he had stood among a group of philosophers, in Egypt, at the thut 
pf the supernatural darkness, ocoaning during our Saviour's crnoifixiou, anc 
eiolaimed, "Either the frame of nature is about to dissolve, or the God ol 
nature is suffering !" — a story which the eloquent Saurin, having examinef 
its claims, has told us, dies "pierced by a thousand spears." Indeed 
nothing is more common than fictitious and nnfoundod esaggorations gather 
lug Fonnd the character aad domgs of great and good men. And be nb< 
undertalces to qnestion or refute snob things, ought not to bo bfimded a 
inimical or unfriendly, or lacking in a just regard to their repntation. le 
blind idolators of such men are found not only to possess an easy fidlt 
ready to receive implicitly every eiaggeratod tale, bnt to denounce, wit 
bitterness, aJ! wlio do not possess liie same ample powers of deglntitior 
Very fir from such a ohotaoter, bowever, is Prof. Patterson. Though b 
baa snoeeeded, apparently, in completely satisfying himself, as to tho co] 

of Jefferson College, he b 



i..,G00^lf 



lOE oaiora OF jeeeeksok college. 399 

borctoforfl differed irom him in lioir rieHS. Hia papor, in onr judgment, 
ovincoa emitiout tiiouts and aarnest zeal ; and vhait is betteF ^tilt, o. kind, 
and oonoilifttory spirit. After a careful oonsidanilion of nil that he has 
atldnced in support of the BeTsrsl oonolusiona at nhioh ho has artived, no 
cannot jet aclinowlodgo oarBBlves convinced, or, in eome particulars, even 
shaken. We will attempt a rery brief statement of tho matter, as it sti!! 
appears to ue. 

lati Was Jofffli'BonGollegaindcbtedforita origin to the "Lag-Cabin" school 
at Cbirtierst We answer that tho true faots of the oaae now brought to 
light, as given in out introductory chapter of thia work, fi-om the Icsdmony 
of Dr. 0. Dodd, and Dr. M'Milliui himself, show that Dr. M'Millaii and bis 
compeers, Measrs. Smith and Henderson, together with Judges M'DowoU, 
Allison, and otiiors, having foiled to reanatatato the Waibington Aendemy, 
after the disaster of the iie, united in setting on foot a ^rmlar institution in 
the villagB of Canonaburg, encouraged especially liy the otTeotiva oo-oporn- 
tioii of Col. Canon ; and that the " Log-Oabhi" school had nothing to do in 
the matter — though the contiguity of the new Academy rendered it both oon- 
venieBt and desirablo to Dr. M'Uillan 1o aospend the further oouUnoaQoe of 
]iis achool. The diBoontlnaance of llie " Log-Cabin" school was a mere inid- 
dental cireuiastonce, arising from the fiiotthal a good Academy, in hia imme- 
diate neighborhood, and portly through hia ageooy, was now nnder way. 
If Dr. lU'Millan and his brethren could have anoceadcd with Oio Academy 
at WaaUngton, does any one believe that his aobool, in that eveni, wonld 
have had an outgtovtth. into another Academy, either at Canonaburg or 
Ohai'tiei's ! Xt is probable, indeed, that had he aucoeedod in hia wishes at 
Washington, he would not ao aoon have relinqnished the school at Chartiers. 
ITor the sake of poor and pious young men hoarding with him, without charge, 
or in the neighborhood, he would have oontinned the Eoheol a while longer. 
But now the gi'eat enterprise whioh had bean commonced, and failed, at 
Washington, snoceeded by their all uniting upon Canonsbucg: its immediate 
vicinity to Dr. M'MiUan brongbt him relief from what he felt to bo a heavy 
chai'ga upon hia time and hia resoui'oea, and an interference with his pastoral 
labors; and whether lie gave up the aobool the rery nest day, or a week, or 
a month after; orevoQ it he had closed it a few weeks before, in theoertidn 
anticipation of planting the original academical ontorpiiso at Canonsborg, 
does not make the smallest difFeronee — doos not offeet the qtieston as to the 
sHcccsnoK ,- unless it be such a suocossion as the ^rnoas case of tho Church 
Steeple and the Goodwin Sandbai' I If any thing wore wanting to confirm 
tlie view we have now given, it is found in the language of tho second memo' 
rial whioh the Trustees sent to the Iiosialaturo, in which Bioy give tlieir 
n.ccount of the origin of the Academy, bntmake not the remotest allasion to 
tlte " Log-Cabin" school. Let the reader tnm to thia paper on page 46 of 
thia work and see their etniement. Now, this view of the wholo case docs 
not derogate one iota from tho true honor of Dr. M'Millan. lu fact, over 
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sincB we have more fully andenatood what he did for 'Wnshinglon Acndemy, 
rati nliat efforts he made to arouse the people there to a noble and united 
movement for theu' Academy, and what he, with others, then proceeded to 
do at CnQonshorg, we cannot liut wonder that any oonoem should he felt 
about holding on to the slory of tho old " Log-Cabin" Eohoo! gf owing into 
on Academy. But then it is asked, what are we to do with the apparent 
endorsement on the part of the Doctor, of &e statement put forth by the 
Trustees of Jefferson CoUoge, in July, I83S7 , 'Wliy, how do w8 know that 
he endorsed it? He may not have seen itatall;* or he may have expressed 
his dissent ,■ or he may have thought it not worth while to trouble himself 
aboutit. We knoTfjostnoihhig at all about the matter. And shall adran- 
tuge be tateii of our ignorance how that matter really was f and then, for- 
sooth, ilia mdoreement be claimed? "Hay, verily." Bnt^ then, what shall 
we make of Ihe Doclm^a expression in 1817? "ALatinand Greek school 
which he had kept at his own house, was transferred to this infant Actidsmy, 
the ori^al fountiun of science and literature in these weatem States." It 
Is urged that the last clause refors to tlie Latin school, and proves its priority 
to all other schools. But the natural oonstruodon of the passage connects 
the concluding expression with the " infant Academy." We hare no doubt 
that it was this of which the esprossjon woa used. Is it necessary to go fur- 
ther than the Canonsburg Academy? Wonld the previous short life of the 
school at Washington, for some flftoon or siiteeo months, make snob an 
Bjpression abont Canonsburg Academy, near thirty years after that fountain 
began to flow, and at length to enlarge into Jefferson College, objectionable 
or antine? And was not the yii'on'lj of the Canonabm^ Academy to Jeflbr- 
Bon CoUogo the natural occasion of the expression, " ori^al fountiun P 
Wo can see no reason in the world why any body now would make the 
"Log-Cabin" school the sire, or the grand-sire of Jefferson College. We 
know the author of " Old Eedstone" can be quoted as faroring this view. 
But then the author did not know ail the facta in the cose— f^ota which plooe, 
really, greater honor on Dr. M'Millan, than the old theory. 

2d. The next point of inquiry which we will briefly oonsider ia as to the 
character of Mr. Smith's school, at Buffalo. For we ore put to the proof of 
ita very exiatenoe as a Latin and soientifio school. It is useless to inquire 
about its precedence, if it ia ruled out of court altogether. It is tine, the 
new theory is that it was a theological Bchool ; and as in that character it 
takes the precedenoe of grammar schools, academies, and even colleges, it 
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mlglit h& Enpposod Ihat this would be suffiaiently satiafactoiy B^t ve nr3 
compelled to decline that honor — at least as to tte d Bhnotive cbaraole — for 
the Buffalo gohool. How to maintain that this e huol wat olto„ thar liffarant 
fiom the T»n Mila or the Cbartiers echool and id tact vos no euoh scho I 
at Dill ; and ^et further mnintiun that it u etdid both these Ech la ii cer 
tihinly a work of superetogatjoUj foY who d ea not know that tlf logi nl 
acioois presuppose other and pi'evious hteraiy mstitnlioii'jf But tl is new 
method of coneidsFing the caso, puts c Be in m oh the ^ame Co 1 1 on with 
the plaintiff who sought to recovei damigei from a man for break n^ hie 
borrowed kettle, and who was astonisho I to find Uio lofendnnf b counsel 
making three pomts in his defence : let that the kettle was crnoked when 
liorrowad; 2d., was aonnd when retnrnel, and 3d., waa nSTOr borrowed at 
nil ! But serioaslj, was Mr. Smith's school like the otheis, or was it simply 
a Dininil'/ Hall T 

(1.) The RoF. Joseph Patteraon'a Janguage in his memorandum ("Old 
Redstone," p. SI, quoted by Prof. Patterson,) dearly ImplieB that it was, in 
part, at leasts literary and soientifio. Or why shmdd he speat of tliece being 
"no places of publio odncaljon?" Does he not obviously mean acttdomies, 
eoilegas, Ac. 1 This seems to us the natural meaning of his espreaaions. 
And, if ao, it settles the question. 

(3.) The Rot. Roiiert Patterson, in hia letter to Dr. Brown, in IBiS, an 
quoted also by Prof. Patterson, after stating that some of the Presbyterian 
clergymen were in the habit of giving instrootion in the languages ajii 
ooiencBa to young men, proceeds to mention by name Mess™. Smith and 
M'Millan; and makes no distinction whatever, ia respect to the character of 
their Bohools. This testimony wo regard as perfeotly conclusive. 

(a.) Dr. Cephas Dodd testifies to an agreement botwoen tha Rcr, Messrs, 
Thaddens Dodd and Joseph Smith, to anifflrintend, alternately, the edncation 
of certain young mea, and plainly iniplying that their inatmotions were of 
a simQar nature— that their schools were, bo far as Bueh young men were 
concerned, alike. Tha testimony of Dr. Lindlay, Mr. John M'Millan, Mrs, 
Harper, Mrs. Park, Ac, we regard as of no weight whateyer on this partic- 
ular point. By BHcli testimony, or testimony equally strong, wo conld anni- 
hilate the Tea Mile sohool, as a, Latin school, altogether. But it is alleged 
that the author of " Old Eedstono," has admitted that tha Buffalo school was 
not a Latin sohool. The remark in " Old Eedslona," page 146, that Mr. 
Smith's school at Buflblo " may hayo been the first with a raoro special and 
exclusive reference to the triuning of young men for the servioe of the. 
elmroh," waa certainly not meant to convey the idea that it waa rather thco- 
lo^cal than literary; hut only that it was of a less miied ehamctor than 
the Ton ITile school, and more oxolusively with a viewof educating, inthch^ 
literary and scientific coui'so, caodidatea for the ministry. 

(4.) Mrs. ItwIn'B testimony la fully to this chaiBoter of the sohool. She 
oertiunly meant that it preceded just such a school as that at CharCiei's, 
34* 
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bDw«rer mislnken eha ma; have bees on tho question of procedendo. And 
ber Dompelency as s, witness to this extent, though not importcnt, may be 
admitted nhen other witnesseB, much inferior, on this point, hnve beeu Dolled 

(a.) The Rav. iniliam Wylie, D. J>., now in his eighty-fouKIi your, woa 
boirn nnd biought up in Buffslo, not tai from Mv. Smith's t and muet havi 
been in his twelfth or thirteenth year, in the fait of 1T85. He sa^e, in a 
letter dated Mttrcb ISth, 1857 1 "That school was rerfainly ooonpiod ia 
fuiniehing young men with a elassicid edncatiuH) more Iban In giving evcle- 
Elastical instnictioni I belieTe the teelimany you have ^len llie pnbliB 
from Mre. Iinin is fully entitled to credit, interwoven oe it is witb many of 
the Interesdng scenes of ber youth, and kept almost continually in view by 
the reoollestioD of the many things with which theea events were asBociated." 
The second point, tben, we think, Is olearly and finally settled. But now as 



of testimony in favor of the "Log-Cabin" school. And he has certainly 
evinced much ability in arrangiag it, and bringing it out in Its full strength. 
Perhaps be will be thongbt right In the conclusion whicb he bos reached. 
If BO, we are not in Uie teaat troubled on that account Trnlii, not victory, 
Should ' be our aim. " Flat juelitia, mat ooelum." Bnt " audi alteram 
partem ;" and let US just observe tbot tliere ore some foots nhicb seem to us 
Etnbborn, and net easily expl^ned in harmony witb the entire estent of 
Prof. Patterson's eonolusions. We will briefly state them. 

(1.) It is a faoli that the Kev. Bobert Patterson mads the following state- 
ment. In his general narrative of his reminiaoanees, about the early eduoo- 
tional enterprises -^ wbioh he drew np at the request of Dr. M. Brown: 
"Between 1730 and 1790, and chiefly in the latter part of these t«n years, 
some of the few Presbyterian clergyman living west of the mountains in 
Penusylvonia, were in the habit of giving iustraotion in (he Languages and 
Sciences to young men whose object in tbeir studies was the gospel ministry. 
Tiie Kev. Messrs. Joseph Smith and Joha M'Millan were distinguished in 
their devotion to this oause TheT both settled in ecngregations in Washing- 
ton county, Pennsylranm Mr Smith had a small building 6re,,ied in a 

with the name of a halL And Mr M Millan had a small log cabm built, 
near bia log dwelling house, known to this day by the appellation of tlie 
'Log-Cabin.' In tlie?o pmnitiie Bennnariea, ic ' Here is oertainiy a 

nahan, on the Enhjoct Pnr be OTrrO'ily tells Picf 
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Teasona for so regarcluig Mm. Now, in thn above atatemenl;, cnroi'ully miula 
at his loisnre, in iiis study, nithont the pi'esenoe of anj one putting ques- 
tions to hjm, oc by any posailiility guiding him Unoonaciously in nuj 
particular diioodon — thia"be3t living wilncss" Snya "between 1780 and 
llflO, Mid obieflj in the latiar part of tiasfl ton yetuB, (that is botnoen IJSfl 
and 1790,) some few Prasbjterian olal^man, &e," Would not any one 
who is not strongly oommitteii to n foregone conoluelon. Infer that according 
b the best of Mr. Pattaraon's rocoUecUoua these Latin leKooii ireie opened 
during and aflsr 17S6 ? And nlien ho goes on (mice to speak firtt of Mr. 
Bmith and his school — that bis impressioii nns that he lYOS at laost as earl; 
M any other in this movBmsnt ? that his school (lid not foUam Dr. M'Mil- 
lan's ? fiittt It was, at any rate, qnite oa eorly ? Ha shows, also, that ho hod 
some minute aod particular rominiEOeticos about both seLoola. If after all, 
Dr. M'MiUaU's school, as a Latin school, was in full operation five years 
before this Ijine, could he hara bean ignorant of that fact, when he 
OTidenUy knows so much ahout it, in other respects? And if be was not 
ignorant of Iho oailier origin of the Log-Cabin sob 1 h w oan wo possibly 
explain the whole paaaage F If he had deiigned t gn tJi arl origin 
of t>r. M'Millon's euhool, and to lead us oompl ioly Int a b n logical 
error, could ho havs used any different or stron langnag In fine, wo 
think fills whole statement of the Bev. Robert Patte ) nt a serious 

objection to the cooolneions whioh the Profeaaor hns ad tt d 11 hall not 
oonunent upon ike niMiner in whioh the )?rofeaao diap f th t ticaony 

of hie father. Wa thinlc that hare, at least, ho signitlly ftuls in hn attempt 
to got oot of this difficulty, by making the leatimony, in effect, the very 

(2.) The B,ev. Josoph Patterson's memorandum seems to ns tUtiy to 
Imply not only that there were no colleges, ooademies, &a., but that tliere 
vrere no similar schools or seminaries to that to which he repaired. If Ihero 
»BB an older and larger institntioD, then, at Dr. M'Millan's, with young men 
preparing for tha ministry, a log-cabin, Latin school, Ao., ha would not, in 
our judgment have ospressed himself just aa ho did. "There being no 
planes of publio education in this country, 1, with a few others, studied with 
the Rev. Joseph Smitb." 

{3.} The atatomont given by Mta. Irwui presents a strong objection to 
trof. Patlaraon's oonclnalona; and so far from being weakened by hia vig- 
orous attack, has rather gathered strangth from tHe oriUoal ordeal through 
whioh it baa paaacd. We would here state that no adopted apreeisely simi- 
lar eourae to that deaoribed in Prof. Patteraon'a paper, in tiie ease of Mr!. 
Park. Wo took do\»n Mra, Irwin's atatement inunodiaiely after the inler- 
Tiew. SeTBral monlha afterwards we enclosed it to the Rev. Mr. Smith, of 
MarysTille, requesting him to road it to her, and ascertain whether it was cor- 

KOnoooasary to insert thoin. The rcanlt was, that we obtained perfect assu- 
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raBoe diat WB hud hef preeiae Btatsiuent, It was to tliia effect; "Tliat slio 
waa bstiraen twelve and fifteen yeaia of a^ 1 g M nuUi 

of hia spiritual otildcen, took a grant ialors t h h t M fem til 1 1, 

in Ihia matter, and all hsr life after, famil ml m mb ed th i 11 uig 
foots, ¥izi that in 1736, Mr. Smilli, of Buif 1 d C C k £ a- 
lions, opened a sehool for aesiEdng and tj'aiu g ^m fthtP^ 

niiiiiBb7; that Mr. MoGready, Mr. Brioe, M P rt d M P tt 

.began their oonree with him, Mr. Jamas Hughs aft j inuife tb m th t 
Mr.MoGreadjoamBfrom Dr. M'Millaii'B, ^i'h Tvh m h hdb 1 ing 
not OS a student, but as a laborer on his iknu; th t fl greg ti s, 

through tbe ladles, nnited in fnrniGhing the tad I ( ti th 1 1 

of Mr. MoGreadj) with olothiog, via : Bnffnl Cro Cro k Ch ti B th I 
and Ten Mile ; that thay made up sammer d wmt 1 tli g f ol 

of these joung men, (ooloring linen foe suram w dy m d f w 

moira hay;) that this was tlie flrstmoTement mod f p |ai g gm 
fur the ministry ; tbftt there woia no suoh sohool at this time at t-hailie s, 
nntil after the one at Buffalo was disoon tinned; that Mr. M'Millan and flio 
Chartiers ladies took thaij- share in thie effort to sustain the school at Buffiilo, 
Ml'. MoSready ooming from Dr. M'MiUan's to the eohool." How, this entire 
BtBtemoDt, wldch is only parliallff givea iu the paper under I'BTiow, ooutaina 
some remarkablo poinla. In the first place, its singolar, yet wholly unde- 
signed ooiBoidaneo with tie sfatemontB of the Rev. MeBSiB. Joseph Patlei'son 
snd Robert Pattsrsou, are eepeoiolly wocdiy of notice. The three statements 
taken together form a threefold cord, not easily brukeo. This is an element 
of its strength not heretofore notloed. In the second place, her minute and cir- 
oumstanUal account of the concerted meusui'cs taken in all the congregations 
for sustaining the school, could not possibly have been a mere fiction of iiei' 
fiinoy. Itmnsttave been so. And it proves not only iiow clear was her 
memoi-y in the ease, but (hat it is exceedingly unlikely that at the same time 
there was a similar sotiool at Chartiors. In the third plaoe, the speoifio state- 
ment that Mr. McSready came from Dr. M'Millan'a to this school, oarties 
vith it great fbrce, as proving that o similar school Was not then in operation 
at Chartiers.. In the fonrtli place, Mrs. Irwin's qualifications as a witness in 
the case, are thoroughly endorsed by her minister and Dr. Wylie. But her 
testimony has been assailed, first because she knew, or at least said, nothing 
about llio Ten Mile school; and even llie author of "Old Redstone" is repcs- 
son ted as "entirely having sot it asido," on tkis aoconnt. Now this is » 
sheer mistake. Tho fact of hev silence in reference to Mr. Bodd'a school, is 
distinotly recognized and aooountod for. The tnitli is, Mrs. Irwin ignores 
that school precisely in the same way that Mf. Doddridge, nearly forty years 
before, in his "Notes on the life and Manners of tho Western SotUers," 
giving an account of the first moyements in tho cause of oducatiun, ignored 
it; ond just as Rev. Messrs. Joseph Patterson and Robert Patterson also both 
ignoi-od it. When not one of these mado the leciat allusion espresely to the 
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Ton Mile Boliool, it is not atmnga that Mrs. Intin does not. But, in tho sec- 
ond plooe, it is thou^Iit th^ the oiroc she committed about Mr. UnOreody 
being a laborer on Dr. M'Mjllim's ferm Tidates boi' whole teatimonj. (The 
legal maiim ia, "Falmt in «bo, /nisiia tit onmiiai/' not "ignarua in ww, 
jjfnnnn in omni'JiB.") Much fuuna are toten io refute this siatomant; and 
the tasllmony of Mi-3. Harper and Mrs. Park la adduood to show how utterly 
erroneoas it yms ; and qsita an eloquent and moving representation ia given 
of the odiouB light in which it plaoaa Dr. M'Millan— how that he, forgetting 
or (Uaregardlng the injnnotion of hia pi-sooptor, Dr. Smith, of Pequaa, fet 
near ten jears.teolt a young man that had been sent to bimall thoway tVom 
North Carolina, in order that ho might train and sducalo bim for the minis- 
was a mistake, or an iuadrorleneo on the part of Mre. Irwin. And yet it 
was not atrango that she made aneh n alatemBnt. About that unimportant 
olrcumstanoe, sho bod heard wbat iras due, in part, at that time, ™ ; that 
Mr. MeGready was not then engaged in regular study ; but woa known or 
seen to be, sometimes, at the Doetor'a, aiding in farming operations— at 
least in looking after the Doetor'B aSaha in his absence, as Mi-a. Harper 
admits. The position of Mr. MoGreody, ai that time, is no doubt oorreetly 
given by those ladies. We will ftirther add, ibat we have learned, from a 
rery intelligent aonreo, that Mr. MoGreadj, daring the summer of 1TS5, 
took the smoll-pos and lay Tory low for some time, so that his life was nearly 
despau'od of — that ho slowly reoorered, and that the flrat time he wtis able 
to go abroad, he attended a sacramental meeting in the Mmgo Creek settle- 
ment, where Ur. Smith was assisting Dr. M'Millan on the accnsion ; and that 
under ibn preaching of Mr. Smith, Mr. MoGrsady was brought under deep 
apiritud eseroisea of mind, which resulted in a hearty surrender of himself 
to hia Saviour and his service; that he continued to regam Ms health and 
strength, but was still nnable, for some time, to apply liimself to regular 
studies. On the opening of Mr. Smith's school, he repaii'ed to BaBalo. He 
bad already made some progress in bis preparatory eonrse, OTOn before be 
left Horth Carolina! and whilst teaobing the English sobool for Dr. M'Mil- 
lan, of which Mrs. Harper testiHas, for she woa his pupiL He prosecuted his 
studies with Dr. M'Millan, jnet aa others (Ud, botb. before and after this time ; 
but there being no regular ari'angement for classical studies at Chartiera, bo 
went, no doubt with the consent of Dr. M'Millan, to Buflalo. How, this 
ciroumstanoe of his going to Bnfiaio, which is not^ and oannot be called in 
question, is a strong presumptive evidenoe that, as Mrs. Irwin says, " there 
was no such sobool, at this time, at Obortiera." There is not any force, in 
our jndgment, in the attempt to show that Mra. Irwin's statement would 
involve a refiection on Dr. M'Millan, aa having neglected the injunction of 
his old teacher. Dr. Smith. We have no doubt, that as soon as ever the 
groat i-evival (whieb began in the fall of ITSl, and continued with signal 
power the following year,) brouglil out a number of pious, (levotod young 
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msE, Dr. MTHillan took measuroa to help them in Ihoir atudleB foe tho mm- 
isti'r. But aoaroely any of fhaao frnits of tho rBTiral nore brooght ont io 
his pustonil oluuga, though, in otlier respects, the lesnlta of this bleaaed sea- 
son wsre most abuudiuLt^ both in ChBiTtiera and Pigeon Creeli. But though, 
in aubseqnent yoara, many miniatora were raised up in those cuagregaliona, 
it was not so during the first eight or nine jeare of the Dootor'a niiniatry. 
Foots and leaorih irill clearl}' ahoir this. Notwithalnnding, ire have no 
donht that Dr. M'MiUnn opened the way and ^reloomed to his house an; that 
dosired to leoaive hie insti'ooUona, Bui. Jbo " Latin Sohool" naa not, as wa 
thini, the prominent matter from the beginning. Hia English soliool waa 
early oi^nised, and genoraJl j taught by those who irere roeiting, at his own 
house, to himael^ in languagea and soienoea. And oocaaionally one or more 
etndents of the aama dDscription vera also nitb him, besides Iha teaohera ; 
Eueb, perhaps, as Abraham Scott. '^ 

ftmishes muoh support to fiie testimony of the iritnoaaea iilfotidy cited. It 
is true, that the greater pact of what Dr. Cactiahan atatoa, he got from Mr. 
Wilkins. But he ahowa how maeh weight is to bo attoehed to Mr. Wiilrins' 
aooonnt Dr. Carnahan rogacded him as an intelligent man, and parfeotlj 
reliable. For he had lived with Dr. M'Millan doting the VC17 pei'iod nndeE 
oonrideration — daring tho time that Mr. Eoss was tLero. He Itnow all 
about Mr. Bosa, and hie family, and hie former history. Ho expressly stated 
t« Dr. CarDEihan that Mr. Ross was engaged to tench tho Doctor's children, 
and those of the noighbochood, while he himself studied liatin wilt the 
Doctor. This gentleman I'oraemhered nothing of Jomea Hughs, John Briee, 
R. Marshall and othepa atudying Latin and Greek there. At least Dr. Oor- 
naSian dooe not rcmeuber tliat ho ever spoke of them. But the etroageet 
point in Dr. Cavnahan's teetimony is, that he nefer beard any thing at 
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varianoo with this general ncoount duriag uU the ijite tJiat he lined at 
Oaiionaharg, — DOT until be met iritli a diffei'ent view, given hj Mb old 
friond, I>i', M. Bi'DWH, aad even ikeu ie eotdd reeali nothing that shook his 
eoYifldenM in Mr. Wllkifle' atateiiient.e Pro£ PttttersoD, beeidSB deeoribing 
tliia teslomoay as " of a derivative ohmaeter," (and therefora mora closely 
resembling a large vaase of hie owa testimony,) has taken several exoeptions 
to this statement of Sr. Oornahnn. EnC we aball cot attempt to foUoir liim 
in Us orilioiama. We hope the reader will pve ftem all llie force they 
Moiit. Neithet do we think it neceaaary to travel ovec the whole ground in 
company with Prof. Patlei-aon'a wi'jioflses, mimy of whom we Unow ore of 
tlie most respectable cbai-acter. The testimony of Dr. M'Millon's ohildreu 
elaima vei-j great respeot. The statomonta of the late venerable Mr. John 
M'Millan, about what bo heard his father say, ore eertitiuly stiong. £ut it 
would Bot bo dilfioult to show how Ihej might all be accounted for, without, 
in the slightest degree, impeaching the veracity of either father or son, and 
Jot leaving the general concluBion supported by Buoh witnesBes as Rev. 
Bobert Patterson, Kev. Joseph Patterson, Mrs. Irwin, Mr. Wilkins, and Dr. 
Wjlie, unshaken. And ao with iBgard to the testimony of the late Mrs. 
Jane Harper, f Her testimony, indeed, is a litQe on both sides ; foe she 

tiDWIy And diatEactiy ta Sr. Addison, of llttelinrgh, sou of the distinguished Judgja 
Addluon, and one of Up. lEose' exeoators by hiE wiU, and wlio Is known to b« mors 
iutLrocttely acqufUobsd with Atr. IUqb^ histm-y thin Buy one now living:. He flssnteCl 
111 thnt Br. OEirnaban's acmnnt might be fully relied on se perfeijtl; true. la his 
vivapioufl ntinnei' bo added : " It Is, eveiy word of It, gespoL" He further confii'mGd 
hr- O'lroflhaa'a a<£i>nnt of Mr. I{dbb^ BOholarBhip. He likewise conOrmBd Mr. Wllldna' 
atutement of the earlier history of Ur. Eose; and fluthor I'elated the oli'cnmEtwog 

t Ihls venerable ladj has rewntlj died. In an oMtnaiy noKce, published io tije 

Hvpai, EEq., snd eldest daaghter of the late Jte>. John UliUllan, D. D,, it Is stateij, 
(Iho !taU{fi are ours,) : " Mrs, Harpai- p/isEod through eventftd timi4 in the dvll snd 

aivurnte repository, &c. &ho hod a kind remembmuce of Jamea Itoss and Jantes 
McCiready—the (Onner of whom bocaniB an emhient linjer and stntesmau; the 
latter a renowned Bvangnllst and pastor in Kenlnoky. Thay had lived fn her 
Ip^ther's i^miiytBud Irad bjKti hpr teacJi&rs^ The former had taughB a Latin and English 
school In B, log^nbln, near her lather's house, while he was parsning Ms logal 

bar, and entered at once ni>oii a large praotico. Mn Haiper always asserted that 
those aonaUsts of the Western chvffoh, who poBtpeiie her father's log-cabin school to 
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Temembars iibont Di. M'Millun'a Euglish Bl^hoDI, and wbo taughl; it, &c. 
Eut the most impoTtant nitness ia Uia Tenecnble Mrs, Park. That she, it 
the age of elgh(y-flve, bna given tbe bonest impreE«ous nliicb sbe recalled 
of her obililthood and youth, we have not the smallest doubt. It has BBsmed 
to us, howoTBr, that she hoa blended the reiBinisooDces of different dates in 
Bnoi. a. manner, that, in a way perfoctlj natural, she has thtown back upon 
eorlior jeare impressions of latev pedods. IVe appeal to all who have beau 
conversant with very aged persona, ivhether this has not often bean noticed. 
It is also euxTirisln' to find that hoc memory fails on oerliun parttoalare, 
nh B m gbt b e espeoted as muoh diatinotneBS of recollection oe in 
tb case &b members notliiiig of Mr. Rosa being a Bcbolar as well 
KB t ach — til ng of Mr. Mcflreodj'B teaching — nothing of Dr. 
M M Uan E glisb hool. Her impressions about certain yonng meu may 
poas bl J b 1 t period a few years later than she aupposoa.* Her entiro 
teatmi y b t h books and obont the iofin achanl may easily be 
w t d f b some way. It seems to us, indaad, that her teBttmony 

w rr ts tb 00 1 Bion that elasionl studies were, at an early period, 
p su d b diff t pei'sons at tbe Dootoi's onn house, and Eometimes by 
th ta f th teacher, suoh may have been the case in reference la 

Ml. Rss. A t tb testjmoiiy of tte Hon. 11. M. Btaokenridgo — of tlia 
children of George White, (nho nent to q^nalify himself to taach am Englieh 
seliool,) of Dr. Colver, 4c, Ac, we are pei-fcclly willing to admit that mnoh 
of it is forcible —though "of o derivative obaraetor," and that taken 
together it makes out a plausible, perhaps a strong case, f We cannot close 
this paper without a few additional remorlia. Tbe argument from tba 
tilenco of the record of Bedstone Presbytery is apparonliy misunderstood i 

Oi6 fmailif, iEttd wortad tm tlte farm, until 
ila labors resumed, tkii Limng the one upon 



present current tmaitlous sboat Cunonsbm-g, if ire only eoasHlei- tow evoi? oai 
of thera wltnesseB wonld bivo anaweri^a the gnestlons: "Did Jefferson Cdleei 
originate in the ' log-Caliin ' ashool V " la this, to the leel of jonr knowledge, thi 
prevalliug tradition and oiiioion aronnd Canonsbiu^t" Wonlfl not both, then 

eel^ as alrcndj given, that this was nX tlie nasi: > 
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!ili(l the attempt to refute it misses Uie point at issue. Bat before ne bring 
this disdnBtly to view, we must ficBt olenr the nay a little. Let it then bo 
remembe^'ed that it is cliumod for Dr. M'Millim, tiiat in pniBUiuiee of the 
jujunotien of Dr. Smith of Paqoea, he immediately Dfter his settlement nest 
of the monnloina, sought oqI some aaitablo yonng men and began to lialn 
them in Latin and tireekf &o., — there/are bis Latin seb.ool must have 
preceded all oOien!. It is replied, in Ihe jirat jiUux, that Dr. M'Millan's 
account of that ehai^ of his old preceptor jualifies no Bnch consteaotion of 
it as is new attempted te be given to it. Let it again he oarefullj examined, 
and ne are oenfideiit this irill be seen. In Sie aeaonrl place, Dr. M'milan'g 
stsitemen^ in his letter to Dr. Cuiiolian, of what he actually proceeded to do 
in order to oany oat tbot oboj-ge, gives no IntimaEon of the precise time 
tFlies he succeeded in noGOmplishing this object. It is aKegetbei' an 
inferonoe, arlBing from n foregone conduision, — to make it refer to the first 
yonis of Si. M'Millon's settleraent. But further ne allege, in reply, Qiat 
when Dr. M'Millan states in his manuscript what he does not slate in his 
letter to Dr. Carnahan, te&o these luei-e that he thns gathered around him to 
ttiUn and instruct, he mentions several persons who bad been preTiously 
with Mr. Dodd oad Mr. Smith, and does not giro the name of a single one 
that preceded them His language in this mouusoript, nbidi Is dat«d 
/anunrj, 1SS2, from nhich he copies ejitecsively, tant not enUrsly, in hia 
letter to Dr. Caraohan, imtten (ujo stoniit after, vis : March 26th, is 
precisely ttis : " When I determined to come to thie country. Dr. Smith 
enjomed it upon me lo leek out for some pious young men, and eduoate tbem 
for tie ministry ,■ for, said he, though some man of pietj and tslonis may go 
to a new oonndy at first, yet if &ey are not corefa! to raise up others, the 
oonnUy will not be well supplied. Accordingly I collected a few, who gave 
Bvidence of piety, and instructed them in the L wl d f th L t'n and 
Greek languages, aome of tohom became useful, a d th m n m nielers 
of iJie gospel, via : James Hughs, John Brico, Jam M T ly 171111001 
Snail, Samnel Porter and Thomas Marquis. All th I b a d d and 
taught, without any compensation, except abent f rty d 11a s wh cii Mr- 
Swan gave to my nifo after he was settled in th m niaby I had sSll a 
few nith me when the academy was opened n Can n iu g and fiading 
that I oonld not teach and do jusWce to my o"^= ' ", I """ diately 
gave it up and sent them there. For au account of the revivals of religion, 
nbieh took place in the coiigregatioa, I must refer you (o the Western 
Missionary Magaaine, vol. 2d, page 353." Now, tiis is the record tVom 
wliich the Doctor gave only a part, or on extract, in bis letter written iwo 
Hionlif afterwards to Dr. Oamaban. The italics aza ours. Wo agiun affirm, 
that it contains not a syllable to show tlat Dr. Smith meant that he would 
have Dr. M'Millan to be^n, forthwith, hia efforts for trairiing young men- 
hut only that Dr. M'Millan should keep this object in view, and in due lime 
when [he way nonld be open, that he should proceed in this good noik. 
35 
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And wo further affirm, tlmt it oontiuns not a sj-llable to sTion that fir. 
M'MillsQ put any other oonsbuelion ujioq it; and further still it BhonB, 
wlion he didaet about Ihie mutter, wtat ho diil and huir he proceeded, aad 
Willi nbom ho began tho wtoln onterprise. By hie saying: " Beoordingly I 
aollootod a, few, who gava oyideaee of piety, and aome of vihirai became 
uaefnl, &0r, viz : James Hughe, John Briee,'* ^c we are fully warranted ic 
eayjng that ho ajnia^s of thcae an n port of his Jtref st^idenU. If this coo- 
atruotion is not sustained by the wh^e drift of the passnge, we are altogether 
at fault. Indeed, it seems to ns stmnge, that any attempt should be made 
to prove the etirlioc dat« oi De. M'Hillaa'g Bchool from this letter to Dr. 
Oamabaa. It seems to naaume that Dr. M'MiUim was charged mlh 
beginning on enterprise, nithant any cos^deraUoD, whether there were 
materials with which to begia it, or not. 

Again it is suggested that Ms schoid must hare been before I78t ; for it ia 
urged he is stating tilings in ohronologioal order; a.nd he introdiioes his 
account of the roviralg, which began that year afier his account of his 
Bchool, and therefore the sohoi^ mnst have preceded it. And yot in the verj 
sentence before, he mentioss the death of his wife in 1819; a statemeut 
manifestly out of ohronologioal order. Nor oan it be said that this state- 
ment about Mrs. MTlilian's death was iafrodnoed in ooiineetioD with an 
oocount of Ms marriage, £e. Sin he had mentioned that some distance book 
in his narratlvo. And after that, he proceeded to tell ef hie iBm»v»l, of his 
Log-Oahin, and the ineidenia conneoted with Ma be^nning hoasB-keepiug, 
4c. And we have already quoted ftwm his manuscript bis moauiBr of refcning 
to the rerivals. Bnt he does not, as in Ms letter to Dr. Cainalian, give o 
farther statement about them. Indeed, this eiicumatiuico, togedipr nilL 
other poculiaritjes about the mannscript, its date, its beginning with ap 
account of the Dootor'a family, Ac, load us to believe that ho had it before 
Mm when he wrote to Dr. Camahau, transcribing EOmo patts, altering others, 
and omitting otheTs. That important " via.," in the parage about his school 
is not in bis letter to Dr. Camahan. But it is in the maauacript, aad givw 
it peculiar point and aigEifieanoe. Those throe expressions— "attoiduiglj 
I collected a few" — "aome of whom" — "vii."'-are all insopm-ably loincd 
and fully bear na ov\t in all that has been said about Dr. M'Millan a tellm( 
ns with whom his LaUn school began. Now, it was in view of this acooan 
of the matter that wo regard tlio oilence of the records of Eedalonc Pro-iby 
tery as very significant, and eonfliraing eur coastruction of what Dr M U 1 
lan's acoonnt means. It la contended by our opponents tliat Dr Smit! 
meaat that Dr. M'Millan must he^n what ho had enjoined oa him very BOOi 
after he wonld settle in the West; It is rnrther plea<l lliat Dr, M'Millan S' 
nnderttood him, and ao did proceed " to loirfc out for some Jaoaa young mei 
and educate them for the ministry." Now, then, cottftonting all this strong 
Bonettuetion and argument, we asli, that since Dr. M'Miilan settled in th 
West, in 1J?8, and therefore they say, soon began bis Latin Bchool fsr piuu 
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jomsg men, how comes it to pass thnt wo hear nothing of them, nor indeed 
of Giuj young men coming fumoid to put themselree under (he care of the 
PreabjteiT, till August 15, I!86— iiewlj flight jeara alter Dr. M'Milloo 
eoUled ut Cbai'tiers ? We &iak that if hs were reatly U'funing ;oung mea 
for thfl minisUy, for some ysars before thi£, we would surely find it out by 
tJio records of the Eadstone Presbytery. But Ihay aie silsnt. And whoo 
they do prooeod to teil us of )he first fijur or five oandidateB, it aeema they 
weta first atodanta at Tea Milo and Buffalo, cot at ChaiUers. We really 
think theao old records tell a verj straight-torwoFd etorj. 

We are aiYara that it has beeo stud, and testimony introduced to proto it^ 
that MesBi's. Brioo and Hughs, njid D. Smith, were all at Dr. H'Millan's 
boforo thsy ware at Ten Mile or Bsmda. Butwsm«^ than doubt this etale- 
meut. IViikina had no remembrance of them. Neither Dr. Cephas Dodd, 
nor Dr. Lindloj, nor Dr. Wjiie, liad thia impcsBsion. If D. Smith wa9 
there, he \ias a small boy, in the English school; tihick la possible. As to 
Massrs. Brioo and Hugha, who were licensBd hi I73B, there is no reason to 
think, that m thoso times, thej began thaic edDeation sesen or eight years 
before. Mr. MeGready was not out from Hwth Carolina long at Dr. McMil- 
lan's, before he was taken aiok— so we hare boon told — in the apriiig of 1785. 
As to his haymg been there in 1782 or 1781, wo regiurd it as utterly improb- 
able. By the way, il' the attempt to ridioula Mrs. Irwin's expression, 
"laborer on the farm," by showing what a prodigious genius ha must have 
bean to have had an exegesis asMgned him, April, 1787, so short a time after 
he loft tho plow,— if all this, wo say, has not be™ sufficiently answered, we 
would merely add that these eiegesea ware, in those days, often given to 
young men after they had been but a short time engaged In thoir classical 
studios. As to what ia said by the Hon. H. M. Brackonridgo, about his 
father, on his way to Waahington Court, calling at the Log-Cabin school, 
jtnd hooring some of Mr. Boss's Latin scholars, wo think there ia some mia- 
tiike. It is aTidently supposed that this fichool was on or nflii- the rijad-sido, 
which was not the case. It was near two miles off (he present Washington 
road. And if there was one that lad nearer to Dr. M'MUlan's, it wna still 
quits distant from the Log-Cabm.* If he did call, tummg out of bis way, 
it ia moro likely, wo submit, that he may bare hoard Mr. Boss himself, or 
given him some assishmco hi construing a passage or two.j- 

Lot us now briefly slate what wo regard as resulting from this invflstigs- 
tion, on both sides. Dr. M'Millan removed wiQihisfiinily to Western Penn- 
sylvajiia in the fall of 1778. For some time hisdoit 
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his ardaons pnetontl and miaaionnij labors engroseed all his time ; and tha 
diBlracted state of tha oonntt7 also oontiiiuing, he did not begin his aehool 
enterpiiss till ahout 1781 or 1733. Though wilk tha iiltiaiata tiaw of mak- 
ing it, in part, a clasfical Echool, it naa, for somo lime, mainjj' an English 
school, tanght bj Mr. Robs, Mr. MoGpeady, and otheis. Ha, novertheleaa, 
at hia own honso, aaatsted theaa and othei'a in alasBieal atndiea, moixi oi* lass. 
Hr. Dodd began his Olossleal, Seiesititlii mi Eagiish solioal in 1781 or 1TS2. 
In the fall of 1785, Mr. Smith began hia sehool, eioluaiyely for young men 
studying for the miniatry, and tanght them, not in theology, but in the lan- 
guagea and scionoas, with the exaepEun of Mr. Joseph Patterson, who, per- 
hapa, studied part of the scionces and read theology under hia dh'eation. 
Mr. Smith, both tVom want of haalth and from inoreaeed demands for 
paaioral and ministerial labors, was led, in the course of a year or two, to 
giie up his sehool ; and the young men repoii-ed to Dr. M'Miilan's, together 
with some otiierg. Than, for a period of thrao or four jaara, thia sehool 
fiourishod, and was prommentlj what Br. M'Millan always had in view — a 
Latin sehool. In the moan time, he and othera, failing to get an academy 
anoceaafully ui oparatioo, in Waahington, unitod with the membars of tha 
Aoadsmy and Librory Company, in and aronnd Canonaiurg, to get the 
Academy into full operation there. Ho then g.ivo up hia achool, as the con- 
yanjent neighhorhood of the Aeadomy enabled liim so to do, to his great 
relief and aatiafaotion. As ho was prominently instrumantol, both at Wash- 
ington and Cauonabois, ii laying the foundation of this flrst Literary Insti- 
tution in the Valley of the Missismppi, he may well be regarded as its almtia 
pater. 

We will only farther add, that whether Prof. Patterson haa made ont his 
eaao or not, he haa hronght to light much that reflects the highest honor on 
Dr. M'Millan and his coiJ^ators — that the friends of Jefibrson College and 
of education aro under deep obligations to him for his aWe and patient 
researches ; and for the talented effort he has made for the imperishable 
renown of that great and good man, who made such sacriScea of toil and 
Bspenae, and of time and trouble, in the cause of eduoationand Chriatianity. 

There are some scores of things which we had designed to notice, but we 
^adly dismias them all, and leave the render to the result of hia owii 

After ne bad prepared the preoeding remarks upon Prafl Pattaraon'a paper, 
we anbmitted them, together ipth that paper, to a professional friend, who 
has long Iteen familior with legal investigations, and with esamining wit- 
nesses, i!tc. He kindly fumiahes ua with a paper containing the result of 
hia impraaaiona and oonelnsiona, after carefully examining the tealdmony 
n^idacod by It. P. In this paper he haa gone into a much more oorafnl 
Borutiny of the whole subject, than ne have been able to give it But 

respectful treatment of the Professor and aomo of his witnesses, than we 
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naa allogetlier nppiwe, forbid onr insertion of it hera. It is posaiUa that 
witli saoli allsrations ns no thinlc it roqniree, it may liarenlter be given to 
tlie public. Tiiia abie, and, wetbinl!, cooolusivo doonnianl, fnrnishes serenil 
items Ibat irouid ba al speaiai service to us noio. But lo extract or wlthdiair 
tham for this paipoae, would be doing injuatiea to tlie whole paper and 
diminish its value, sbonid it be hereafter pnbliahad. We will only add that 
ve nta now satiiifisd that aoma of the sbtaments about Iha early clasaical 
Bohool at Twi Mile af e doubtful ; and that on egregiona anaoconimn pervades 
the whole teaUmouj of the Rev. Dr. Lindlej — doubtless altogether uninten- 
tional on his pari- It will be obsarved that Dr. Ceptas Dodd'a account of 
his fiithec's school rests almost eiclusivoly upon what he got from Dr. Lindiey. 



DR. M'HILLAK'S MANUSCRIPT. 

The following is a carefully copied transcript of the manu- 
Boript referred to in the previous review of Prof. Patterson's 
paper. It was appa.rently prepared with great care hy Dr, 
M'MillaH, and left along with his journal, which he had kept 
of his early missionary tours. When, some two months after 
be wrote it, he wrote his celebrated letter to Dr. Carnahau, 
he appears to haTe placed this manuscript before hiin ; and 
while he omitted several portions of it, altered some passages 
and enlarged upon others, especially about the revivals, he 
copiel somewhat closely a considerable part of it. It is 
altogether a precious document. The Rev. L. F. Leake, it 
will be seen, drew from it much of his interesting biographical 
sketch. We are not aware that it has ever been heretofore 
published. It will be seen that it completely vindicates all 
that we have heretofore said about it. 

" My father's name was William M'MUIan ; my mothei^'s 
maiden name was Slargaret Rea ; they were both born and 
lived in the parish of Oarmony, in the county of Antrim, 
Ireland. They emigrated to Araorica, about the year 1742, 
and settled in Fagg's manor, in Chester eonnty, Pennsylvania, 
My mother died in the year 1768. My father marriod again, 
and during the time of the Kevolutionary war he sold Lis 
35* 
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property in Ghoster county tmd removed to the western 
country, where lie died on the 2d of July, 1792, aged seventy- 
five years. His remains were buried at Ohartiers. My 
parents had but six children, who grew up to he man and 
women, viz: three sons and three daughters; all of whom 
are now dead, except myself, who was the youngest but ono 
of the family. I was born in Fagg's manor, on the 11th of 
November, 1752. Before my birth, my parente tad some 
children, I think two sons, who died whUe they were young. 
My father told mo that he had promised to Q-od, that if he 
would give him another son, he would call his namo John, 
and devote him to his service in the ministry of the gospel ; 
accordingly as soon aa I had acquired a sufficient degree of 
English literature, I was sent to a grammar school, kept by 
the Rov. Mr. John Blair, in Fagg's manor; where I con- 
tinued until Mr. Blair was removed to Princeton, to super- 
intend the college there. I was then sent to Peqnea to a 
grammar school, kept by the Bev. Robert Smith. While 
there, the Lord poured out his Spirit upon the students ; and 
I believe there were hut few who were not brought under 
serious eoucorn about their immortal souls : some of whom 
became blessings in their day, and were eminently useful in 
the Church of Christ ; but they nje all now gone to rest. 
It was here that I reecived mj first religious impre^iona ; 
though aa long as I can remember, I had at limea some 
checka of conscience, and was frequently terrified by dreams 
and visions in the night, which made me cry to God for 
mercy: but these aeasona were of short duration; like the 
morning cloud and the early dew, they quickly passed away. 
I now saw that T was a lost, undone sinner, exposed to the 
wrath of a justly offended God, and could do nothing for my 
own relief. My convictions were not attended with mnoh 
horror ; though I felt that I deserved hell, and that in all 
probability that must be my portion ; yet I could not feel 
that distress which I ought to feel, and which I thought I 
must feel before I could expect to obtain relief. I felt also 
much pride and legality, mingled with all' the duties which 
I attempted to perform- In this situation I continued until 
I went to college, in the spring of 1770. I had not been 
long there until a revival of religion took place among the 
' ' nts ; and I believe at one time there were not more 
two or three, but what were under serious impressions. 
\. day which had been set apart by a number of the 
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students to be observed as a day of fasting and prayer, while 
the others were at dinner, I retired into my study; and 
while trying to pray I got some disooveries of diyine things, 
which I had never had before : I saw that the divine law 
was not only holy, just and spiritual, but also that it waa 
good, and that conformity to it would make me happy. I 
felt no disposition to quarrel with the law ; but with mysalf, 
because I waa not conformed to it. I felt it now easy to 
Bubmit to the gospel plan of salvation, and felt a calm and 
serenity of mind, to which I had hitherto been a stranger 
And this was followed by a delight in contemplating the 
divine glory in all his works, and in meditating on the divine 
perfections. I thought that I could see Gfod in tvtiy thmg 
around me. 

"I continued at college until the fall of 1772, when I 
returned to Pequea, and began the study of Theology under 
the direction of the Kev. Kobert Smith, D. D. I hi ! great 
difficulties in my own mind about undertaking the v, nk of 
the gospel ministry. However, I at last came to this deter 
mination, to leave the matter wholly with God ; li he opened 
the way, I would go on; if he shut it, I would be satisfied ; 
and I think if ever I knew what it was to have no will of my 
own about any matter, it was about tiiis. I passed through 
my trials in the Presbytery of New Castle, and was licensed 
by them to preaeh the gospel, October the 26th, 1774, at 
East Nattingham. The first winter I spent in itinerating in 
the vacant oongi'egations of Now Castle and Donegal Prps- 
byteriea. In the summer of '75, I took a tour through the 
settlements in Virginia, between the North and South moun- 
tains. In Juiy 1 crossed the mountains between Staunton 
and the head of Tygart's Valley, preached in the various 
settlements which I passed through, until I oame to Char- 
tiers ; preached there on the fourth Sabbath of Augnst, and on 
the Tuesday following at Pigeon Creek. I then turned my 
course eastward, preached in the different settlements as I 
passed along, and came tc my father's about the last of 
October. In the winter I again visited Augusta county in 
Virginia, crossed the mountains in January, and preached at 
Pigeon Creek and Chartiers until the latter end of March, 
1776, when I returned home ; and at a meeting of the Pres- 
bytery, on the 23d of April, I accepted a call, and was 
dismissed to jcin the Presbytery of Donegal, and on the 19th 
of June, at Ciamberaburg, was ordained. 
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"Having now determined torcmoTeto tlie Western country' 
and take charge of the congregations of Chartiera and Pigeon 
Creefc, I thouglit it niy duty to take witli me a female com- 
panion. Accordingly, on the 6th of August, 1776, I was 
married to Catharine Brown, a young woma.n with whom I 
had been long acquainted, and who, I belieTed, waa a dear 
child of God. She was the youngest child of Mr. William 
Brown, a ruling elder in the congregation of Upper Brandy- 
wino, Chester county, Pennsylvania. He was a very pious 
man, and lived to a great age, being about 'ninety when he 
died. It being in the time of the Eevolutionary war, and the 
Indians being very troublesome on the frontiora, I was pre- 
vented from removing my family to my congregations until 
November, 1778. I however visited them as often as I conld, 
ordained eiders, baptized their ohildren, and took as much 
care of them as circumstances would permit. When I came 
to this country, the cabin in which I was to live was raised, 
but there was no roof on it, nor chimney, nor floor in it. The 
people, however, were very kind, assisted me in preparing my 
house, and on the 15th of December I removed into it. But 
we had neither bedstead, nor table, nor chair, nor stool, nor 
pail, nor bucket. All these things we had to leave behind 
us ; there being no wagoo road at that time over the moun- 
tains; we could bring nothing with us but what was carried 
on pack-horses. We placed two boxes on each other, which 
served us for a table, and two kegs served us for seats ; and 
having committed ourselves to God in family worship, we 
spread a bed on the fl,oor, and slept soundly until morning. 
. The next day, a neighbor coming to my assistance, we made , 
a table and- a stool, and in a little time had everything oom- 
fortable about us. Sometimes, indeed, wc had no bread for 
weeks together ; but we had plenty of pumpkins and potatoes, 
and all the neoessari(a of life, and as for luxuries, we were 
not much ooneerned about them. We enjoyed health, the 
gospel and its ordinances, and pious friends. We were in 
the place where wo believe God would have us to be ; and 
we did not doubt he would provide every thing necessary ; 
and glory to his name, we were not disappointed. My wife 
and I lived comfortably together more than forty-three years ; 
and on the 24th of November, 1819, she departed trium- 
phantly to take possession of her house not made with hands, 
eternal in the heavens. When I determined to come to this 
country. Dr. Smith enjoined it upon me to look out for some 
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pious young men, and educate thorn for the ministry; for, 
said he, though some men of piety and talents may go to a 
new oountry at first, yet if they are not careful to raise up 
others, the country ■will not bo woll supplied. Accordingly 
I collected a few who gave evidence of piety, and instructed 
them in the knowledge of the Latin and Greek languages, 
some of whom became useful, and others eminent, ministers 
of the gospel, viz : James Hughs, John Brice, James 
M'&roady, William Swaai, Samuel Porter, and Thomas Mar- 
quis. All these 1 boaided and taught without any compen- 
sation, except about forty dollai's, which Mr. Swan gave to 
my wife after he was settled in the ministry. I had still a 
few with me when the Academy was opened in Canonsburg, 
and finding that I could not teach and do justice to my con- 
gregation, I immediately gave it up and sent them there. 

" For an account of the revivals of religion wiiieh took place 
in the congregation, I must refer you to the Western Mission- 
ary Magazine, vol. 2d, page 353. After the close of the revi- 
val which began in 1802, though upon every sacramental 
occasion some joined the church, yet aothing remarkable took 
place until the fall of 1823, when Grod again visited this dry 
and parched congregation with a shower of divine -infiuenoes. 
About sixty joined the church as the fruits of this revival; 
a number of whom were students in the college, and are now 
preaching the Glospel of Christ to their fellow dying men. 
Since that time religion has rather been on the decline, though 
still we are not left without some tokens of the Divine pres- 
ence ; at every sacramental occasion, some have oome out 
from the world and professed to take the Lord for their portion. 

" J. M'MlLBAN, 

" January, 1832." 

[Added by anothei; tut uakaoim hand.'] 

" In April, May and June, he took what he supposed to be 
his last visit amongst somo of the old churches in the West, 
which ho had been instrumental in gathering from the wil- 
derness and supplying with pastors. On the last Sabbath of 
April, and first Sabbath of May, he assisted in dispensing the 
Lord's Supper at Cross Creek and Cross Koads, and preached 
six Sabbaths in Racoon congregation, where he assisted in 
administering the Lord's Supjwr on the third Sabbath of June. 
During this journey he preached seventeen sermons, with 
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more than nsnal fct-veacy ; and it lias been since found that 
his labors during tliia jonrney were blessed to tbe spiritual 
quietening and edification of Grod's people, and the awaken- 
ing of not less than — careless sinners, wlio have since 
joined themselves to the Lord. D.oi'ing the year 1832, he 
assisted in administering the Iiord's Supper fourteen times, 
and preached about fifty times, on occasions leaning on his 
crutch, and in the eightieth year of his age. During the 
year 1833, up to the 16th of November, the time of his 
death, he assisted in administering the Lord's Supper seven- 
teen times, and preached on these occasions about seventy-five 
times, frequently twice on the same day, besides attending to 
I, &c." 



IMPORTANCE OF COLLEGES AND OF CLASSICAL EDUCATION 



It is one of the most auspicious signs of the times that the 
subject of education is beginning to awaken a deeper and 
more pervading interest throughout the civilised world. Great 
as has been the progress of impvoveraeut in the viirious 
methods of promoting the commerce, wealth and luxury of 
the nations, this progress would afford but little satisfaction 
to the philanthropist, did not the cause of general instructiou 
keep pace with the other onward movements of the age It 
must be acknowledged, however, that it requires more effort 
to sustain the interests of education before the public mind, 
than it does to uphold the cause of public improvements, and 
the various methods of accumulating dollars and cents. Yet 
the importance of every judicious method of diffusing science 
and literature is so obvious to every reflecting man, that those 
who have been concerned in devising and rearing to maturitj_ 
institutions of learning in cur counbfy, during its earlier life, 
have strong claims, even now, amidst the din of slitting mills, 
and cotton factories, and locomotives, to be remembered with 
gratitude. The attempt has been maie, in the foregoing 
pages, to erect an humble monument to the memory of those 
good men, who, nearly seventy years ago, eonstrncfed the first 
home of classical loni-nicg and science west of the nuiuntains — 
the first College in the Viilluy of the Mississippi. We arc 
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eiwaie thit not i few call in question tin. claims of public 
eduiationil institutiona to ijT) special legnrd — alitgrng even 
that Bu:,h metholeot iDstiuction are neither safe nor wise, 
and in some cases, trea,tmg with deii'iion all ctassieil eduoa 
tun It has been long disputed, we know, e'ven among tlie 
liiends and idvocitea of the moat thorough mental ti-unmg, 
■fihcthpr a more prirate, and eyen domeifcic system of iB^ti-uo 
tion, may not el.iim the pieference orci the plan of public 
aeminaries. The principal argument urged in behalf of 
humbler forms of institutions, is derived from alleged aupe- 
lior advantages in respect to the morala of yoath. We are 
sot to suppose tliat those who take this groaod are advocates 
of nothing better tian, or superior to, our common schools. 
Thia is not their meaning. Tbey are for the widest ourricu- 
him of studies. But they would have it so managed as to 
supersede the erection of Colleges and TJniveraities. But 
even were such a scheme practicable, it may well be ques- 
tioned whether the superior advantages they claim for their 
syatem, are not altogether imaginary. If to preserve the 
youthful mind from vieions indulgences, and from espoaure to 
moral contaminations, were equivalent to rendering it virtu- 
ous, and confirmed in habits of truth and sobriety, tho qnea- 
tioa might be easily determined. But this is far from being 
the case. A boy may be surrounded by argus-cyod sentinels, 
that shall give the alarm at every approach of danger — may 
be confined to tho society of the most vivtaoaa and upright 
friends and companions — may be completely secluded from 
every possible access to haunts of vice and dissipation, and 
yet so far from enjoying a vigorous and manly espanaiou of 
bis mental and moral powers, big whole nature may possess 
a feeble and sicily structure, easily toaaed about and shaken 
by temptations, and exposed to complete abipmreck in the 
first storm it might be called to encounter. There is a striking 
analogy between the physical and tho moral world. As the 
sturdy oak of the forest oonld never be trained and reared to 
porfectiou in a close receptacle, attempered by artificial heat ; 
but must rise amidst the heats of auinmer and the storina of 
winter, and gather strength from tho rocking of the tempest; 
so in general it is with mJan. Educate him apart from all 
possible lures of vice and folly, confine his social nature to a 
naiTOw inch of apiice, and you attempt te form an oak in a 
hot-house. That plan of instruction, then, appeal's to us to 
give most promise of success which assumea that youth are 
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not to be constantly watched and dogged at every stop with 
Buapicion; but while it places before them the precepts of 
wisdom and virtue, and throws around them the influence of 
good example, plies every proper incentive to the attainment 
of a useful and honorable life ; and yet throwH them, in a 
considerable degree, upon the exercise of their own vigilance 
and caution, amidst aurronnding dangers and temptations, 
lint let these dangers and temptations oe rendered as few as 
is at all compatible with public institutions. Such is the 
character of the academical training which we advocate. 
Such, we believe, were the views and principles of the good 
men who aimed to found the first college west of the Alle- 
gheny mountains, and sought for it a home in the quiet village 
of Canonsburg. They believed that a college is the place 
most favorable to draw out and excite all the powers of the 
mind. It is a wise and benevolent law of our mental struc- 
ture, that mind is most effectually kindled by coming in con- 
tact with mind. That system of instruction which does not 
duly avail itself of this psychological principle, must be radi- 
cally defective. Besides, emulation is, perhaps, an original 
principle of our nature, and not exclusively the result of 
moral obliquity. It ia, we confess, peculiarly liable to abuse. 
But to call it into action, within doe bounds, in the educa- 
tional training of youth, is not only perfectly proper and 
admissible, but really important. And this can be much 
better effected in public than in private seminaries. Again, 
at colleges, young men learn their own strength and weak- 
hms — learn to stand erect and to wallc ; or, to exprws it 
without a metaphor, to think and act for themselves. Hero 
men are formed. Here manly, independent, thinking men 
are " grown."* 

S " Xbo frioudships, quarrels, Mid vmouB iuicreoui-ea iimoug hoys ul)uii3 
n thousand opportunitioa of oihibitiiig euoli fninoipk-B which oannot be had 
in ptlviite. The emiilatiou of gloriona dBe<lB inspiiCB them mora strongly 
in B. ci'Qwd of spootatois { and the pulgo of Iioaor, of course, beate higboi'. 
It ie foithei aslied if it he uot a matter 6f great impDitance to inmleaCe 
ideas of Booiot; ; and to imbue the mind with. earl;iiatianE of Babmission to 
anUioritj and goTemmenL Hft sees the beauty of order, the utility of law, 
and the neoesaty of good government. 8ohool hours and aohool privilegaB 
bava afiiYoralile tendoney also to impress npon biin u JoYO of libeity, of 
Bie value of wliioh, o youth brought up at homo oanBot foim an idea. He 
may have lesBoos on all these aabjeots; but Baeh leasoiis inuat ever be infe- 
rior to a real inlereourso with life — seeing with hla own eyes and gbtainic| 
knowledge by bis own eipecienoe." — ■EnoyeioperfiaSrilanitfci. Ari. C'allege 
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As to ttose who question the utility of the study of the 
dead languages, as they are called, we i-eat the defence of 
classical education maiiiy on the ground of its superlative, 
and long-tested fitness to exercise, train and dovelop tie men- 
tal faculties ; and on the ground of its peculiar adaptation to 
that period of human life in whict it is usually pursued. 
Perhaps, however, not less weight should be attached to the 
consideration that this study eminently contributes to culti- 
vate the imagination, and rmie the taste. With few excep- 
tions, those whom we recommend to our young men, as models 
of fine writing, were men that drani deeply from the Caata- 
liau fount — that were conducted by the midnight lamp over 
tlie classic pages of antiquity. Dr. Robertson, when visiting 
as Principal one of the classes of the University of Edin- 
burgh, declared, for the encouragement of young men in the 
prosecution of their studies, that if he had acquired any feme 
as a historian, he owed it entirely to his acquaintance with 
the historians of antiquity. On these and similar grounds 
we vindicate the wisdom and necessity of colleges; and main- 
tain that a lasting debt of gratitude is due to our/rs( western 
ministers, and their coadjutors, for their early efforts in thia 
cause. And if we have told the story of their toils and sac- 
rifices in this good work, and of the delightful and surprising 
results, we shall hope to find some interested readers ; espe- 
cially in sections of our country where similar efforts are now 
in progress, or should soon be made. But "festina lenie." 

Having, some years ago, directed our attention to the sub- 
ject of the ori^n and history of seminaries of learning, in 
former ages and other lands, we have been advised by some of 
our literary friends to whom we submitted the matter, to 
[ilaco before our readers the following statement, aa the result 



As we tell the story of our Jirsi Western College., it may 
lot be out of place to attemptabrief historical sketch, in this 
)lane, of the rise and progress of such institutions. If such 
I subject appears uninviting to any of our readers, we claim 
10 right to insist on a hearing for the remainder of this paper. 
S. very summary account is all that we here propose. It is 
ivident from Strabo and Siodorus, that among the Egyptians 
nd Chaldeans, there existed colleges of priest*, in which 
itcrature was cultivated among themselves, and commuoiciited 
others. The statements, howeyer, about the seminaries of 
keae very ancient nations, are not without much obscnrity 
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ajitl uncertainty. Besides, there is, no doubt, a great differ- 
ence between the institutions of tbeae early ages, and our 
modern seata of science. ITie same remark wiU apply, per- 
haps, with equal force to tlie schools of the Magi, among the 
Persians ; in which it would appear that considerable atten- 
tion was paid to astronomy and natural philosophy. Among 
the Jews, from the time of Samuel, there esiated certain soci- 
eties, in which some were traiued to wisdom and piety, and 
exercised themselves in mental efforts under the tuition of 
teaehers. This may be inferred, we think, from what is men- 
tioned respecting the companies or schools of the prophets. 
In the following age, we read that the sons of the prophets 
dwelt at Bethel, Jerieho, and Gilgal. Hence it is not doubted 
by many writers that from the time of Samuel and the fol- 
lowing age, schools of learning were among the Hebrew 
nation. There were more unequivocal marks and proofs, how 
ever, of schools among the Jews after the Babylonish captivity. 
These sehoois were extensively connected with their syna- 
gogues at Jerusalem, Babylon, and elsewhere ; an incredible 
number of which sprang up and flourished for centuries 
among them. 

It can bo very clearly proved, from historical data, that 
there were no public schools, or institutions of leanring, 
among the Greeks before the time of Plato. For though 
tiere were many who before that time furnished various kindf 
of instruction, yet that was rather the enterprise of indivi 
duals then a matter of public concern. It would seem 
indeed, says Gonringius, a Gorman writer, that the Athenians 
the moat accomplished of the Greeks, gi'anted to their citi 
aen, Plato, in order that they might atone for the crime 
committed against Philosophy, by their condemnation of 
Socrates, the privilege of a grove, in their suburbs. To this, 
the name of Academy was given, from Hecademus, or 
Acadenius, the name of the man who had constructed the 
grove. From this period, various philosophic schools suc- 
cessively arose to great eminence. But after the brightest 
period of Grecian histoiy had passed away, the wars which 
followed upon the death of Alexander the Great, among those 
who succeeded him, had, in a manner, extinguished learning 
in all that part of the world. Indeed, it would seem to have 
been on the jioiiit of becoming utterly extinct, amidst the 
calamities of those times, had it not found a support under the 
patronage of the Ptolemies of Egypt. For the first Ptolemy. 
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: collQgc, for the maintenance 
ijnd encouragement of learned men, and also a great library, 
for their use, drew moat of the learned men of Greece thither. 
This library was afterwards augmeated, by his snccesaors, 
until it is said to have contained seven hundi'ed thousand 
volumes.* By the detestable cruelties and oppressions of 
Ptolemy Physcon, about the year before Christ, 138, many 
learned men were driven into foreign parts, erected eohools, 
and being poor, taught for small fees, and di'ew immense 
numbers of scholai's. Learning thus revived, received a freaii 
impulse through all Oreeco and Asia Minor; much in the 
same way as it was in the western world, many ages after- 
wards, upon the final overthrow of the Byzantine Empire, by 
the Turks in 1453. 

At Romp, schools for teaching variona branches of useful 
knowledge, tad existed from an early period ; but no institu- 
tions of much note existed till the Augustan age. At this 
period, the Greek language was taught under the patronage 
of the court J much attention was bestowed upon the cnllure 
of polite learning, and the fine arts, and those who con- 
tributed with zeai and success to these studies, were eminently 
distinguished by Augustus CEOsar. But after his death, 
learning languished without encouragement, and was neglected, 
beeauae the succeeding Emperors were more intent upon the 
arts of war and rapine then those more amiable arte and 
inventions, that are the fruits of leisure and peace. A long 
night gradually settled down upon the Roman empire — 
especially ihe western division of it ; and an academical or 
collegiate iustitntion became a "cycnus nigra, rara avis in 



* Wlien Jullua Qeessr invadBl Egypt and plimdored AluxtinJriii, a Im^o 
pDi'doD of Cliie aplanilid oolleatian Tina bnnit. A part, honevei-, Hmt wan in 
a region of &e city oalled Sntohhim, escaped the ravages at the rutMras 
soldicFy, and of tho flameB. Cloopatm aiWivatds purchased the bmoua 
library of Pergamos, and added It io that of Aloxundriiu It vru frequently 
ofturaiwda plundoced and greatly injured; bnt again repaired and 
ropleniehed frpra. ttme to lime, ontU it was finally burnt and dsBtrojed by 
tho Saraoens in 842. JphannoB ftramraatiouB eacaeaHy begged the Saracsn 
geneii^i Amroa EbQal, for the library. Ha wrote to the Caliph, Omar, who 
Bent him an answor worlhy of tlie fonatioal hatbarian. "If tha hooka agraa 
with the Koran, then there ie no need of them ; if not, then they ought not 
to be endured." This immeuae eolleotion of valnaiile nmausoripta was 
employed for heating the publie batha, fbr more than &is moutha. It has, 
honover, boea queBlionod, on plauaible grounda, wholker the loss of this 
library has been any serioos injury to the interests of History or Philosophy. 
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The state of letters in the first three eantui'ies of the 
Ctristian era, among the Romans, was not favorable to the 
eatablishment and growth of literary institutions. These 
were principally in the hands of rhetoricians, sophists and 
grammarians. Buring this period an academy of some note 
was established or founded at Eome by the Emperor Adrian, 
in which all the sciences were, taught. There was also a 
renowned seminary at Berytus in Phenicia, principally for 
the education of youth in the science of law. But of all the 
institutions which acquired any considerable notoriety, the 
famous school of Alexandria deserves particular meDtion. 
During the latter part of this period, Christianity obtained a 
controlling influence oyer most of those concerned in public 
or private instruction in this place. Clemens Alesandrinus, 
Pantenus and Origen acquired great celebrity in the Christian 
world as instructors. This last remarkable maa did more 
than all others to bring learning into countenance and favor 
with the church. The question concerning the .excellence 
and utility of learning, had been hotly contested among the 
Christians of this period. From the first ages of Christianity, 
a dislike to pagan learning was pretty general among 
Christians. Many of the Fathers were undoubtedly ac- 
complished in liberal studies ; and we are indebted to them 
for many valuable fragments of authors whose works have 
perished. Proscribed and persecuted as they were, the early 
Christians had not, perhaps, access to the public schools, nor 
much inclination to studies which seemed to them uncongenial 
to the character of their profession. Their prejudices even 
survived the establishment of Christianity. The fourth 
Council 'of Carthage prohibited the bishops from reading 
secular books. Jerome plainly ooudemns the study of them, 
fixcept for pious purposes. Constantine and the succeeding 
emperors gave much to seminaries of learning. One of the 
most remarkable occun-ences of this period was the bold and 
artful stroke of Julian the Apostate, in taking all the schools 
and seminaries out of the hands of the Christians, and putting 
them under the direction of the pagans, with the avowed 
design of effecting the destruction of Christianity, and the 
restoration of paganism. How far success would have crowned 
his efforts, had his life been prolonged, it is impossible to 
say. It was manifestly a masterly piece of policy, and has 
not been lost sight of or forgotten by many infidels to this 
day. 
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The Jews, during tliis time, had their schools at Tiboiiaa, 
and in the province of Babylon, at Jara, Nalierda and 
Pompedithrt. Before the close of the second century, their 
institutions in Tiberiaa and Jamnia wore quite famous. 
l^Iilman has given an intereb'tmg account of their aeminaries, 
iinder the Byaantine Empire; also, under the Caliphs, which 
he calls their golden age ; and under the Western Govern- 
nicnts, since the fall of the Roman Empire. In the fifth, 
sisth, and seventh centuries, some of the Christian Emperora, 
aueh as Justinian, and Thaodosius the Great, bestowed some 
attention oa letters. Daring this period there were public 
institutions in the principal cities, some of them witk con- 
siderable claims to eminence ; especially those at Constan- 
tinople, Borne, Marseilles, Edcssa, Nisibis, Oartbage, Lyons, 
and TieTes. But the conrse of instruction was generally of 
the most jejune and meagre character. A general education 
embraced the sei>en liberal arts ; that is, Grammar, Arithme- 
tic, iBhetoric, Logic, Music, Geometry and Astronomy. There 
were some schools, towards the close of the sisth century, 
established in certain cathedrals and monasteries, but of a 
very low and miserable description. Nothing connected with 
our inquiries worthy of a moment's pause, meets us until we 
reach the times of Charlemagne, in the eight century. This 
great man, though illiterate himself, was a distinguished 
patron of education. When he ascended the throne, the few 
spots of sunshine, in respect to letters, were to be found in 
Britain and Ireland. To aid liim in reviTing learning and 
in condueticg seminaries, he called from these Isles of the 
West some of their brightest luminaries. We must not omit 
to mention also the famous capitularies of Charlemagne, 
directing schools to be set up in bishoprics and abbeys "to 
learn the Psalma, Singing and Grammar." 

About this time, the Emperor Lotharins couYened the 
third Council of Yaleaoe, the eightj;enth canon of which 
espreasly enjoined that schools be set up "for learning and 
singing." Some attempts were made by other provincial 
Councils, and by several bishops, to erect seminaries in 
Catholic churches. But now gross darkness covered the 
people. The highest dignitaries of tlie church were unable 
to translate the Latin prayers. Few of them could sign their 
names. The most ridiculous blunders were continually made, 
in reading the Latin service of tho church. We are told of 
one who had gotten the word "sumpslmus" changed into 
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"muoipsiiaas." Upon taving his en'or pointed out fo him, he 
declared, in a rage, he wonld not give up hia "mumpsimus" 
for all their "sumpsilnuBes." There ia an ancient gee 
graphical chart, which now remaina aa a monument of the 
state of Geograpliy in the middle agea. In it the three 
parts of the gloho then kaown oxe so represented, that 
Jerusalem is placed in tiie middle of the glohe; and Alexan- 
dria appears to be as near to it as Naaareth. Toward the 
close of the tenth cmvturi/, scarcely one in Rome knew the 
first elements of letters. In England, Alfred declared he 
could not recollect a single priest south of the Thames, who 
understood the ordinary prayers or could translate them into 
his native tongue. One thing that seriously affected institu= 
tions of learning during these iron ages, was the scarcity of 
took?. From the conquest of Egypt, by the Saracens, in 
the seventh century, to the close of the tenth century, tha 
Egjfptian papyrus almost ceased to be exported from Egypt 
Parchments, prepared from skins, were dear, ind diflicuU to 
be obtained. But about the latter peiiod, paper l^egan tj be 
made from rags. By this admirable inyention, not only the 
number of manuscripts increased, but the study of the 
sciences was wonderfully pcomoted. "The m^entiin of the 
art of making paper out of rags," says Dr Eobeitson, ' ami 
the invention of the art of printing, '»re two cnnsideiable 
events in literary history. It ia remarkable that the former 
preceded the first dawning of letters and impio\emcnt la 
knowledge, toward the close of the eleventh century, tha 
latter ushered in the light which spread over Europe at the 
era of the iteformatioa." About this period, there prevailed 
throughout the schools a remarkable division of the sciences 
into the Trivium and Quadrivium: the former embracing 
Grammar, Ehetoric and Logic; the latter, Arithmetic, Music, 
Geometry and Astronomy. But a judgment may be formed 
about the value of this apparently respectable coarse, when 
it is known that Music was confined to the chaunts of tho 
church; and Geometry to the calculations of Easter ; besides, 
that the Trivium formed the Pons Asinorum to nine-tenths 
of the students of those days. But while the night of 
ignorance brooded over Christendom with scarce a twinkling 
star in all the firmament, the Mohammedans of the East and 
of the West, for a period of five hundred years, cultivated 
literature and science with distinguished success. Their 
■■■ " ■ Spain, in Africa, and in Asia, attracted 
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thousands of students ; and tlie literary halls of Saragoasa 
and Bagdad were crowded with admiring throngs, hanging 
upon the Ups of Saracen lecturers. From the aiath to the 
fourt-eenth century, the Caliphs were patrons of science. Irt 
all pMta, in every town, says Sismondi, academics and col- 
leges were established, from all which many leai'ned men 
proceeded. Bagdad waa the capital of letters as well as of 
*'':. Caliphs; but Bassora and Cnfa almost equaled that city 
in reputation, and in the number of valuable treatises and 
celebrated poems which they produced. Balk, Ispahan, and 
Samaroand were equally the homes of science. The same 
enthusiasm had been carried by the Arabians beyond the 
frontiers of Asia. Benjamin of Tudela, the Jew, in his 
Itinerary, relates that he found in Alexandria more than 
twenty schools for the propagation of philosophy. Cairo 
also contained a great number of colleges ; and that of 
Botzuela, in the suburbs of the capital, was so substantially 
built, that during a rebellion it served as a citadel for the 
array. In the towns of Fez and Morocco, likewise, the most 
magnificent buildings were appropriated to the purposes of 
inatrnctionj and these establishments wore governed by the 
wisest and most beneficent regulations. But Spain was mora 
especially the seat of Arabian learning. It was there that it 
shone with superior brightness, and made its most rapid 
pi-ogress. Cordova, Gfranada, Seville and all the cities of 
the Peninsula rivaled one another in the magnificence of their 
schools, their colleges, their academies and their libraries. 

The Academy of Granada waa under the direction of 
Schedmaddin of Murcia, so celebrated among the Arabians. 
In various cities of Spain, seventy libraries were opened for 
the instruction of the public, at a period when all the rest 
of Europe, without books, without learning, and without 
cultivation, was plunged in the most disgraceful ignorance. 
The number of Arabic authors which Spain produced was 
60 prodigious, that many Arabian bibliographers wrote learned 
treatises on the authors bom in particular towns; or on those 
among the Spaniards who devoted themselves to a single 
branch of study, as philosophy, medicine, mathematics, and 
more especially, poetry. These Arabian sobolara contributed 
to kindle the sparks of science through TVcatern Europe, and 
to give an impulse to literature, which has been .felt long 
since the whole Mohammedan world has plunged back into 
Builen and barbarous ignorance. Many persona who dis- 
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tinguished themselves ty their proficiency in science during 
the twelfth and tMrteeath centuries, were educated among the 
Arahiana.' Almost all who were eminent for science, during 
several centuries, if they did not resort in person to the 
schools of Africaj or Spiun, were instructed in the philosophy 
of the Arahians. The first knowledge of the Aristotelian 
Philosophy, in the middle ages, was acquired by translations 
of Aristotle's works, out of the Arabic. The Arabian (wm- 
mentaries were esteemed the most skillful and autheni,.„ 
guides in the study of his system. From them the school- 
men derived the genius and principles of their philosophy. 
The germs of several academies and universities had been, in 
some manner, formed before the twelfth century. That of 
Paris especially, which eventually rose to the greatest 
pre-eminence, may be traced even to the tenth century. It 
had acquired snch fame, even then, that a Monkish writer 
of that age, Peter of Blois, says : "It passed into a proverb, 
that those who were desirous to have any question settled, 
need only go to Paris, where the greatest difficulties are fairly 
resolved." In its rise, it was composed of artists, who taught 
the sciences and philosophy, and of divines, who made com- 
mentaries on Peter Lombard's Book of Sentences, and 
eiplaiued the Scriptures. At fii-st the University was com- 
posed only of scholars and masters. Afterwards thoy dia- 
ting-jished several degrees, and fised the time they ought to 
study. The degrees were : Bachelor, Lioenciate, and Master 
or Doctor. Those were Bachelors who taught publicly. 
They began by reading and explaining the Scriptures; dnd 
afterwards composed treatises on the Mastec of Sentences, 
(Peter Lombard.) The former were called Biblici; the 
latter, Sententiarii. They bore the name of Bacillarii, or 
Bacalai-ii, irom hadUa ; either because they were admitted 
by giving them little wands, or because they so called the 
novices of the militia, who exei-eiaed with slicJcs, in order to 
learn to fight with arms. The University of jiohyna also 
pretends to claim a foundation in the fifth ccntiiry under 
Thmdosivs II., and prodnces a sheepskin parchment, looking 
sufficiently old and musty 1 duly signed and sealed by that 
monarch. 

The University of Cambridge also, at one time, seriously 
set up claims to an origin three hundred and seventy yeai-s 
before the Chiistian era ! and produced Anaxagoras and 
Anasimander, Grecian philosophers, amongst the list of its 
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professora ! But these, and many other ridiculows pre- 
tensions, which might he mentioned, were better suited to 
the times when djnasties of Scottish kings could be traced 
back to the family of Noali, and Welsh pedigrees were 
regularly brought down from Adam I The establishment of 
ooDegeB or universities is a remarkable era in literary history. 
The schools in cathedrals and monasteries confined them- 
Belyes chiefly to the teaching of Grammar. There were only 
one or two masters employed in that office. But in colleges 
professora were employed to teach ail the different parts of 
science. The course or order of education was fixed; the 
time that ought to be allotted to the study of each science 
was ascertained. A regular form of trying the proficiency 
of students was prescribed ; and academical titles and honora 
were conferred on snob as acquitted themselves with approba- 
tion. These new establishments for education, together with 
the extraordinary honors conferred on learned men, greatly 
increased the number of students. In the year 1262, at 
Bologna there were 10,000, and it appear from the history 
of that University, that Law was the only science taught in 
it at the time. 

About the middle of the fourteenth century, there were 
no less than 13,000 students at this famous seminary of 
jurisprudence. In the year 1340, the number of students at 
Oxford is said to have been 30,000. In the same century, 
10,000 persons voted on a question in the University of 
Paris; and as gradua,te3 only were admitted to that privilege, 
the number of students must have been very great. At flie 
death of Charles VII., in 1453, the number is stated to have 
been 25,000. There were, indeed, few Universities in Europe 
st that time; but such a number of students may neverthe- 
less be produced as a proof of the extraordinary ardor with 
which men applied themselves to the study of science in those 
^es. The discovery of the Pandects of Justinian, at Amalfi, 
in 1135, when the city was taken by the Pisans, is said to 
have led to the revival of the study of jurisprudence. This 
story, however, has been questioned of late, and seems to rest 
on iusiifBcient authority. Seminaries, however, were founded 
at Bologna, at Modena, and at Mantua, for the express pur- 
pose of studying law. New Universities, about this time, 
also, arose at Niiples and Padua, and other places. From this 
time, the golden age of universities commenced ; and it is 
hard to say whether they were favored most by their sovereigos 
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or by tbo See of Home. With Aristotle as the master » 
philosophy, and Peter Lombard and Thomas Aquinas as tht 
masters of theology, Itome had nothing to fear. Colleges 
were exempted from the ordinary tribunals, and even from 
those of the church. Their history, indeed, is full of strag- 
gles with the municipal authorities, and ■with the bishops of 
their several cities ; in which they were sometimes the aggres- 
sors, and generally the conquerors. From all parts of Europe, 
students resorted to these renowned seats of learning with an 
eagei-ness for instruction which may astonish those who reflect 
how little of what we now deem usefn! eould be imparted. 
The number, in some instances, may be es.iggerated. We 
learn from Anthony Wood, the historian of Oxford, that " a 
company of varlete, who pretended to be scholars, siiufEled 
themselves in, and did act much villainy in the University ; 
thieving, quarreling, &o. They lived under no discipline ; 
neither had they tutors ; but only for fashion's sake, would 
sometimes thrust themselves into the schools, at ordinary lec- 
tures J and when they went to perform any mischief, then 
would they be accounted scholars, that so they might free 
themselves from the jurisdiction of the burghers." If we 
allow three varlets for one student, the University will still 
have been very fully frequented by the latter. We may here 
observe that the exemption of the students from military ser- 
vice and from municipal aad ecclesiastical jurisdiction may 
serve to account, in part, for the throngs that attended the 
Universities. By the way, we are indebted to the same quaint 
historian, but honest writer, for the original meaning of the 
word " College." It seems that, in eai-lier times, the students 
boarded in private families, or in hotels or ions kept by pri- 
vate, irresponsible individuals. The exactions of the persons 
who boarded them, perhaps, by coUu-iion among themselves, 
were in many instances severe and oppiessive. The expenses 
of the students awakened so much dissatisfaction with the 
students, their parents and others, that at length measures 
were taken by the legal authorities of these gi'eat UaiversMes, 
or Public Schools, to furnish the students suitable houses, 
where considerable numbers of them could be accommodated 
with rooms and boarding. These were called Collegia. The 
literary institutions were not at first so called. They were 
most commonly styled schools, halls, nnd universities. But 
in process of time the seminaries themselves, when used also 
for lectures and recitations, got the name of coileees. When 



i..,Goo^lf 



OOLLEGKS AND CLASSICAL EDUCATION, 431 

WO learn its true origin — that originally it meant mtbor the 
ioardiTig-Jwase — it remiadB us of the name of Pilce, now 
given to paved roads, so called first from tarn-pike ; and that 
again from the fact that paved roads have generally turn-pike, 
or turn-pole gates placed on them, at intervals, where toll is 
taken. In the thirteenth and fourteenth centuries, many other 
universities sprang up in different countries. Among these 
may be mentioned those of Padua, Naples, Toulouse, Moat- 
pelier, Salamanca, Orleans, Prague, and Cambridge. A large 
proportion of scholars, in most of these institutions, were 
drawn by the love of science from foreign countries. The 
chief universities had each their own particular department 
of esoellence. Paris was unrivaled for seholaslic theology; 
Bologna, Orleans, and Bourges, for /Mnspmrfemce ; Montpe- 
lier and Salamanca for med/ieine. Safe passages, even in 
time of war, were granted to students, and secured by solemn 
international treaties. Though this was the period of the 
Inquisition, that institution of religious persecution, first set 
up at Toulon against the Albigenses and Waldenses, yet there 
sprang up almost at the same time, an university in the same 
city. Though it was towards the close of that period rendered 
forever memorable by the Gmsfades, those fanatical expeditions 
that for near two centuries nearly emptied Europe of all Its 
fools, and a large part of all ifa knaves, yet even this period, 
when Buperstilion was in the ascendant, it is due to Pope 
Urban V. to bear testimony to hia distinguished liberality, in 
Bapporting and encouraging litei'ature, establishing several 
universities, aad from his own resources sapporting one thoa- 
sand poor students nt the different seminaries. The Univer- 
sity of Gamhridge, in England, now consisting of twelve 
Colleges and four halk, rose also at this period. Its first 
College or Hall, St Peter's, was founded in 1257. This 
name it still retains. An attempt was, indeed, made to change 
it, in the seventeentii century. Lady Mary Eoonsey oiferod 
it an additional endowment of a large and splendid property, 
if the name would bo changed to Peter's and Mary's College. 
Bat Dr. Soame, at that time Master of the College, replied, 
that " Peter had been too long a bachelor to think of a female 
comrajile in hia old days." " A dear bought jest," says Ful- 
ler, " for the lady, piqued at the remark, threw her munifi- 
cence into another cnannel." Glare Hall, and Pcmibro/ce 
ffall were nert established, and others, in the coiu'se of the 
fourteenth and fifteenth centuries. There arc perhaps now 
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(wenii/'Jive ktmdred etudeats in this distinguished University. 
In Scotland, several colleges were founded from the fourteenth 
to the sisteenth centuries. The University of Si. Andrews 
was foanded in 1411. That of Glasgow, in 1454. That of 
Aberdeen, in 14T7. But the most hriliiant luminary of old 
Caledonia is comparatively of recent origin. The University 
of Edinburgh was founded in 1560. Its establishment was 
violently opposed by the other Universities — ^via : of Aber- 
deen, St, Andrews, and especially Glasgow, no doubt through 
jealousy. There aje usually upwards of two thousand 
students in attendance. The Institution has no less than 
twenty-seven chairs or professorships: four of law; eleven of 
medicine, and nine of the arts; besides three of the Faculty 
of theology. The mode of instruction is by lectures. No 
particular course of academical instruction is followed ; nor 
do the Professors exercise any control over the pursuits of 
the students. The young gentlemen are not distinguished 
by any particular costume. Bach attends what lecture he 
pleases, and lives where and how he pleases. 

Those who would make themselves acquainted with other 
institutions in Great Britain and on the coatinont of Europe, 
may consult Mr. Dwtght, and other recent writers. In this 
country, the most ancient literary establishment is Harvard 
University, founded at Cambridge, Massaohusetts, ia 1638, 
less than twenty years after the landing of the Pilgnms, at 
Plymouth. Yale College W6s foiinded in 1700. Priaceton 
College commenced its career in 1738, just one hundred years 
after Cambridge. It was originally called Nassau Hall, but 
is now called the College of New Jereey, or Princeton College. 
Why or when this change in the name was made, we have 
never understood. Colleges have since sprung up and multi- 
plied over the wholo land. Dc Bow, in his census tables for 
1850, gives the whole number of colleges in the Uuited States 
as aiuounting to tmo htmdred and ^lirty-nint ; in Pennsylva- 
nia, tieeaty-tvio — number of students in these 3,520 ; in all 
the colleges, 27,821. It wouM be aside from our purpose to 
give an historical survey of any. of these numerous institu- 
tions which now adorn our country. The policy of multiply- 
ing public institutions of learning to such a degree as now 
prevails, has been much qnostioned. The groat danger appro- 
headed is that it tends fo lower the standard of education — 
render more superficial the literally and scientific course. Yet 
it oannot be denied that by increasing the facilities of access 
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to these fountains of aeienea, a greater mass of mind is culti- 
vated, and a, larger number of those who are qualified to 
heeome uaafuJ and eminent in public life, are brought within 
the range of this more diffused, if leas solid system. There 
are few who cannot point to instances of men now in the first 
ranks of the various professions, who would never have arisen to 
their present position, had they not availed themselves of soma 
humble institution where tuition and boarding were so cheap 
aa to be within the range of their once humble means. And 
perhaps a very large proportion of the most promising 
description of our youth, will ever he found among those 
whose cireumataQces compel them to practice the most con- 
stant industry and the most rigid economy, in their efforts to 
enter the paths of science and literature. Among this por- 
tion of our eommnnity may we look for the bone and sinew 
of our land. From these have arisen most of the eminent 
men who have rendered important aervico to our country, 
Jefferson College, in her earliest, aa well as in her latest days, 
has ever been the patron and friend of the poor. Some of 
her noblest eons, in all the waits of life, did she train in the 
days of their poverty. 

The sketch we have thus attempted to ^ve of the history 
of the rise and progress of public seminaries, we have not 
deemed unsuitable as a pendant to this work. We have gath- 
ered the historical faots, given above, some years ago for a 
dilTerent purpose. But though we may be charged with 
pedantry in encumbering our humble History of a Western 
College with so long a paper, and may, perhaps, be compared 
to Knickerbocker, going back to the creation, in his history 
of New York ; and may he further told that our iach porch 
is too large for our house; we hope, -nevertheless, that some 
readers may find some entertainment and gratifloatioa in its 
perusal. We found the faots we have given, widely scattered, 
in Erueker's " History of Philosophy," Hallam's " Middle 
Ages," Sismondi'a "History of Literature," Mosheim's 
" Bcoleeiastical Hiatory," Gitbon's " Decline and Fall of 
the Roman Empire," " The Encyclopedia Britannica," " The 
Quarterly Eeviews," &c. 
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Cnisiets of tlje Cdlltgt. 

FEOM THE TIIIE IT WAS CHARTEBEB, 



Appointed by the Legislatare of Pa. January 15tli, 180a. 

Hev. Jolic M'Mlllan Eeaigned April 1802, 

Eav. JosepTi Patterson, ..Reaigned Sept. 1805. 

Eev. Thomas Marqais, Beaigned Sept. 1817. 

Eev. Samuel Ealston, Died 185S. 

Eev. John Bkek, .Died 1809. 

Eev. JohQM'Pherrin,..,,.,.!EesigEed Sept. 1804. 

Eev. Jamea Power, Resigned Sept. ISflG. 

Eev. Jamas Dunlap ., .Eesigned April, 1803, 

Alesaildflf Cook, Esq. Resigned Oct. 1802. 

James Edgar, Esq. Eesigned Sept. 1805, 

.Tohn M'Dowel, Esq Died 1809. 

James Allison, Esq Died Sept, 1807. 

William Finley, Esq ...Died April, 1805. 

John Mercer, Esq Kesigned Sept. 1814. 

Crrig Eitchie, Esq Died 1833. 

Gen. John Hamilton, Resigned April, 1831. 

William Hughas, Esq Eesigned Deo, 181T. 

Joseph Vance, Esq Resigned Sept. 1810, 

OaKc^I 'Mqftr.n T^an . . l?aui.wiafl Apnf 189.1 



rt Mahon E 

JtBoes^Kerr, Esq Djad 1835. 

Aaron" Lyle, Esq Resiguod April, 1832, 



XarsTEES ELECTED. 

Rev. Thomas Moore, Elected Apr. 1802; Eesigned Apr. 1814. 

B«v, Samuel Porter Elected Oct. 1803; Resigned Sept. 1811. 

James Allison, Jr. Esq Elected Oct. 1802 Eesigned Sept. 1817. 

Bev. John Eiddla Elected Apr.180^ KeeignedApr. 1805. 

EoT, James Hughes Elected Sept. 1804; Resigned Sept 1814. 

Eev. ■William Swan, Elected Sept 1804; Eesigned Sept. 1824. 

Di. Samael Murdock Elec. Apr. 1805; Resigned April, 1817. 

Eev.John Anderson, Elec, Apr. 1805: Resiened Sept. 1808. 

Bev. James Ramsey, E lac. Sept. 1805; Besigned Sept. 1S34, 

William Ehea, Esq Eleo. Sept. 1805; EerignedDeo. 1837. 
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Eev. William M'Mllan Elec, Sept. 1808; Eesignad Sept. 1817. 

Thomas Briceland, Esq Elee. Sept. ISPD; Died 18J9. 

Gen. John Morgan, Elec, Sept. 1807; Eesign*! Sept 181 T. 

James Mountftin, Enq. El(-o. Sept. 1810; Died 1814. 

Bev. Witliam Wyiie E lee. Sept. 1811; Eeslgned April 1818. 

JohnM'Donald, Eaq Elee. Apr. 1811; Diad 1831. 

Kbv. Elieha M'Curdy Elae. Apr. 1814: Eaaigncd Sept. 1820, 

Eev. Mosea Alleii, Elac Sept. 1814; EesignedMar. 1839. 

AbnerLacockiEaq,... Elec. Sept. 1814; Eesigned Sept. 1817. 

Eev.Fcands Herron Eleo. Sept. 1817; Eeslgned Mar. 1849, 

Key. Michael Law Elec. Sept, 1817; Died 1832. 

Kthard Johnston, Esq Elec. Sept. 1817; Died 1837. 

Benjamin ■Williams, Esq Eiec. Sept. 1817. 

Andrew Munro Esq Eleo. Sept. 1817; Died 1841. 

JohcEeod Eaq -Elec. Sept. 1817. 

Joseph Clokej. Esq. Eiec. Dec. 1817: Med 

Samuel Logan, Esq, Elec. Dee. J817, Eeslgned Sept. 1837. 

Kev. Eobert Johnston, Elec Apr. 1B18; Resigned Sept. 1635, 

EeT. Joseph M'Elroy Eleo. Sept ISlih Resigned 

Dr. Jonathan Lethefman Eleo. Apt. 1820; Died 1844. 

Eev. Elisha P. Swift, Eleo. Sept, 1820; Resigned Aug. 1852 

Eev. Thomas D.Baicd....... Elec. Apr. It22; Died Jan. lt!39. 

John Phillips, Esq Eleo. Apr. 1822, IMe.i 1845. 

Eev. Aflhbel Green, D. D Elec. Sept I8S4; Resigned Jan. 1338. 

Eev. William ■VVilson, Elec. Sept. 1824; Resignetl Apr. 1833. 

James Gordon, Esq Eleo. Deo. 1^5. 

"William M'Creery, Eaq Eleo. Apr. 1826: Eesignea Mar. 1839. 

Eev. Wiliiam Jeffrey, Eleo. Jan. 1828. 

Dr. D. S. Stevenson, Elec. Sept. 1831; Died 1843. 

William Patterson, Esq Elec. Mar, 1832; Died 1835. 

Eev, William M'Elwee, Eleo. Sept. 1833. 

Daniol Houiton, Esq Eleo. Sept. 1833. 

Eev. Henry K. Weeci, Elec. Sept. 1835, Eeslgned Sspt 1845. 

Hon. Eobert C, Grier Eleo' Sept 1835; Eesigi.ed Fob. 1855. 

John Hays, Esq Eleo. Sept 1835, 

Hon. H.H, Leavitt, Eleo. Mar. 1837; Kesigned Oct. 1848. 

James M'Cleland, Esq. Eleo, Sept 1837, Kemgued Mar. 1853. 

Eev. John T.Pressly.D.D... Eleo, Mar. 1839. 

Eev. George Marahall Eleo, Mar. 1839. 

William Park, Esq Eleo. Mar. 1839. 

James M'Cunongh, Esq Elec. Sept 1841. 

Wm. M'Daniel, Esq Elee. Sept 1844. 

Dr. John V. Herriot ..Elec. Sept 1844; Resigned Aug. 1853. 

Rev. James Sloan , Elec, Sept. 1845. 

William Marks, Esq Elec. Sept. 1845. 

Thomas Nicholson, Esq Elec. Oct 1848. 

Eev. Alei. T. M'Sili, D. D..-.Eleo, Mar. 1819. 
Eev.Wm, M,Paiton, Elec Aug. 1651. 

Rev. Wm. P. Breed Eiec I>ee. 1852: Resigned Aug. 1850. 

Wm S.Calohan, Esq Elec. Mar. 1853. 

Jas, K. Mooihead, jGsq. Eleo. Aug. 1853. 

Jas.r, Sterrett, Eaq Elec Ju^, 1855. 

Eev, Jas. Alexander. Eleo. Aug. 1850. 
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April, 1803, Rev. John Watson, Pres. and Prof. Iian^uages and Mor- 
al Philoshphy.— Died Kov- 30, 1802. 
" " Rev. John M'Millan, Prof, of DiTinity. 
" " Samuel Millar, A. M. Prof. Mathematics and Natural Phil- 
osophy.— Resigned Sept 1830. 
April, 1303, Eev. Jamea Dunlap, A. H. Pres. and Prof. Langnago and 
Moral PhiloBophy. — KesigTied Apiil, 1811. 
" 1805, Rev. John M'Millan, D, D. Vice President— Died Not. 

16, 1833. 
" 1812. Eev. Andrew Wylle, D. D. President.— E6sig:ned April. 
iai6. 
i^ept. 1817. Key. Wm, M'Millan, A. M. President. — Eesigned Ang. 
1833, 
" 1318. Eev. Ahraham Anderson, A, M. Professor Languages. — 

Resigned Sept. 1821. 
" 1821. Eev. Wm. Smith, A. M, Prof. Languages. 
" 1822. Eev, Matthew Brown, D, D, President,— Resigned Sept. 
1845. 
April, 1824, Rev. James Eamsey, D. D. Prof, Hebrew. — Reigned 
Dao. 1852. 
" 1836. Eev. lUchard Camp1>ell, A. M, Prof, Languages and 

Mathematics — Resigied 1837. 
" 1830. Kev. John H. Kennedy, A. M. Prof. Mathematics and 
Hataral Pliiloshphy.- Died Dec 15, 1840^ 
Sept. " Samuel Miller, A. M. Hon. Prof. Mathem aide.— Died '31. 
ilarch,1839 .Jacob Green, M. D. ProC Chemiatry, Mineralogy, and 
STatural History.- Died Feb. 1851, 
" 1834. C. J. Hadermann, Bag. Prof, Mathematics and Modern 
iLanguages. — Resigned Sept. 1836. 
Sept. 1636. Washington M'Cartocy, A M Prof MatheraatJos and 
Modern Xangnages.— Eesigned Sept. 1837. 
" 1837. Kev, Oharles S,Dod, A.M. Prof. MathemaHca and Mod- 
ern Languages, -r Resigned 1639. 
Mar. 183a William Darby, Esq, A. M. Prof, Histoiy, Geography, 

and Astronomy.— Rescued 1839. 
Feb. 1841. Richard S. M'Culloh, Esq- A. M, Prof. Mathematics, Nat- 
ural Philosopy and Charaisiry. — Resigned Sept. 1843. 
" 1841. Eev. A. B.Brown, A, M, Prof. Belles Lettres and Adjunct 
Prof. Languages. — Resigned Oct. 1847. 
Mar, 1841. Henry Snyder, A. M. Adjunct Prof. Matliomatios, 
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AND 

elected: 

Mar. 1843. Eey. Henry Snjdor A M P of Matliemalios — Eesigned 

Aufr- 18S0. 
Sept. 1843. S. R, 'Williams A M Prof Natuial Philosophy ant 
Chemistry. -Re'iigned Aue la53 
" J844. Rev. Kobert W <Jn A M Prot Civil Eninneering -md 
Natural History— Eesignai D 18*5 
Jaji. 1845. Rev. E J BiflLlumi^e D D P 1 t— E g A 

June, 1847 
Dec. " Esv. A. B Brown A M Pi f B Ilea L 1! L 
Rhetoric and General History 
" ■' Ee-7. Eotiert W. Orr, A, M, P f L t L gn 1 

Literataie. — Eeaigned March, 18 2 
Mar. J846. Rev. Thomas Beveridge, D, DPfEt d yE 
ideaees Nat. and fiev. Reliaioi R e d IS'i 
" John D Vowell, M. D. Prof. E t PE 1 gyand C m 

paratiye Anatomy. —Eesigned 

Oct. 1647. Rev. Alesander B. Brown, DDF d t — E s d 

Aug. 1656. 
June, ] 848. Rev. Eobert M. White, A, M P i E t a. Eh t — 

Died Dec. 1348. 
July, 1849. Rev. Joseph K. "Wilson, A. MPfFt Ehtn- 

Resigned 

Aug. 1850. Eobert Patterson, Esq. A. M P f M tl f — P 
signed Nov. 1354. 
*■ " Eev. William Wallace, D. D. P f Et d ary f 

Mora! Science.- Died Jan. 1 8 t 
" 1852. Rev, William Ewing. A. M P fes E t d rj f 

History and Modem Languag 
" " Samoel R. Williams, A. M. P f ss E t J f 

Natural Science. — Resigned 18j4 
Sept. 1853. Samuel Jones, A. M. Prof, N; t PI 1 fl Ci ist 

Deo, " Eey, Aaron Williams, A. M. Prol. Latin Language and 
Lifei'atore- 
" " Rev. Abraham Anderson. D. D. Professor Extra, of He- 

brew.— Died May, 1855. 
Psb. IffiS. John Fraaer, A. M. Professor of Mathematics. 

" " John B. Stilley, A M. Prof. Extra, of Civil Engineering. 

July, 1855. Eev. John B. Clark, A. M. Prof. Estra. of Hebrew. 
Jan'y 1857. Rev. Joseph Alden, D. D. President. 
Mar. " Eev, A B. Brown, D. D. Professor of Political Economy 
and History. 
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EEOSl THE TJME IT WAS OHAKTEEED. 

KBV. JOim WATSOJ]', A. M. 

Ciiosen Principal, Aug. 29, 18IB; €!ed Nov. 3oa, 1802, 

EEV. JAMES DTJNLAP, A. M. 

Chosen April 27tli, 1503; resigned Api'Il 2Stli, 1311. 

EEV. ANDREW WYLIE, D. D, 

Cliosen April 29th, 1812; resigned April, 1816, 

KEY. WILLIAM M'MILLAN, A. M. 

Cljosen September 24tli, I8l7; resigned August, 14tli 1^2. 

REV. MATTHEW BROWN, D. D. LL. D. 
Cliosen SeptomljBr 25tL, 1822; resigned September 27tli, 1845. 

EEV. KOEIRT J. BR:ECKIN RIDGE, D. D. LL. D. 

Chosen January 2d, 1845; resigaed June 9th, 1817. 

EEV. ALEXANDER B. BROWN, D. D. 

Chosen October 14th, 1847; resigned August 5th, 1856. 

EEV. J03EPH ALDBN, D, D. 

Chosen January Tth, 1857, 
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^rtsntt College Jfacults- 



REV. JOSEPH ALDEN, D. D. 

Preaident and Professor of Mental and Moral Philosophy. 
IlEV. A. B. BROWS', D. D. 

Profeasor of Political Bconomy and History. 
EEV. WILLIAM SMITH, D. D. 

Vice President and Professor of the Greek Language. 
SAMUEL JONES, A. M. 

Professoi" of Natural Science. 
KEY, AAEON WILLIAMS, D. D 

Profoasor of the Latin Langviiige. 
JOHN rHASBE, AM. 

Protesaor of Mathematics. 
UEV. WILLIAM EWING-, A. M. 

Fi-ofesaor Estraordinary of Modem Languages. 
JOHN E. 8TILLET, A. M. 

Professor Extraordinary of Civil Engineering. 
EEV. JOHN E. CLARK, A. M. 

Profesaor FstraocJinary of the Hehreiv Language. 

TUIOH. 
MATTHEW B. EIDDLE, A. M. 
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LIST OF GKA.r)TJA.TES 

OP JEFFERSON COLLEGE, 

Ar.d Others, upon whom Honorary Degrees have been conferred. 



Student of Th«Dlogy,— SI L IJeoolea StudenI 
Uedlcinei—'nie in tbs Jlxt of nam? a, ia any 



Tentei trom completing Ihetr co 
IhB prcaent Foet Offiue nddrra 

3803. 
•Iteid Bracbsn, m 
• William M'Millan.B DD PrcS't Jeff Coll. . 



this College, but hayingTjeen pre- 



r, WasblngtoH Oo, Pa. 



*Anareii M'Donilr 
•OjruB Kigga, m 



, AM CD ] 
1807. 



'Daolel StepheDE, 
•JolmWbil«,p 



ili8MpluD9an,nt 
iBpes Hughes, k 



JJaines Cunningham, m 

jDanie! uVd^nfiT 

*0*rlf>B A. NottoD. 
'Jbiims PBttersou, m 

John B. Traior, I Cashier, Philadelphia. 



•Slepheo Boyec, m 
— ta Condit,™ 

caepli 9. Hughes, m 



n WMlUnn, A M 3) D T 
filLcr, A. M. Prof Jeff. Coll. 



1809. 

wMiillgan, m 

_ •Christopher Kankln, E Memh. Cong. 
Joeeph Serogg?, m Ligonier, Pa. 
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lOATES OP JEFFERSON 



«^oimlliau Gill, m. 

James Hervey, m D D TrlaQelphla, Va. 

''IfiUlam Heiarkks, I LL S U. g. Sbub- 

"Watism JoliDstDDB, m 

*Aiidrew Wjlie, m B D Frea't Jaffaraon 
ana ■WaBh. Colleges, mid Ind.CniT. 9 

1811. 
George JPCnok. p BID Pmt Medionl Col- 
lege. PltlsbarBh, Pa. 
Jamea P. Mifabell,B LjnclibuNli, Ta- 
'jRinea Wright, m 3 

181S. 
Wells Anarews, m Prof. Otio Cnlvermly. 



H, m Ptof Williams CellBgo, 
; UuiFevsJly of Micblgr- 
Dd, m Mana&eld, Obio. 



Jeremiah a Wllcoi 

1815. 
*3amBS Tracer, St. Thedl. 



■'AiUliew Toaa, M 

1618. 

Eoreign CbristlBn VDiDn. N. Y. Gt}. 
WitllBDi O. Rlait', m IndlanolA, Texas. 
?^niDQ Covlefl, m Frea't l>esMo!]ies Col' 

leee- Wert Prfnt, Iowa. 

Thoiiuill HnniiB, nt D D Sup. Waslili^n 



t8l9. 
^James Adams, m 

Stephen Colwell, I Pliilndelphia.' 
Ad™ Cq™, I WBllrfjuigh, Va, 

exBuder M'Cuidless, m 



uider Campbell, m D D 

isB.Gullatt.p 

e. KaBBedj, m Prot. Jeff. ColL 

William »esbLt, in New Bedford, Pa. 

WUIl™ a. B^6™ta, m P I> 
AleiMdet Sharp, m Hsn.Llle Pa. 
Thomtw Williamson, m M D Miss. \o the 

rKalgbt WliilamsDU, m HlblmrdBTlile, 0. 

1891. 

5oorge Bo<ihBnonr"HaytTi:ie, Oiiio. 
■Blcbaid Oampbell, m Prea. Ptnnk. Coll, 0. 
VUred^th Helm, I 
' Jobn Hauler, Xator Jefierson College. 



Biohard Blown, m New HagerstowD, O. 
•Moseph aijbauEh. m D Dl Pmf. Aseoef- 

ate Relocmed Tbeologjcal SemiDBc;. 
JoHeoh Glohey, in SptlDgfield, Ohio. 
William J. Fraaer, m St. Franclarillc, 0, 
Adam B. Gtllilond,™ Tcnlce, Ohio, 
James Johnstone,™ 
^Andrew D- Uviugjitop, I 
*Hugh Mactln,!! 
John M'Closksy, m B D Agent foe Boaid 

cf Education. HiirtsvUle, Pa,, 
*Jiunea B. SIOITOW, m 

John FitSin, !B MllfbrdloQ, Oliio. 



*Aleiaiidei Willi 
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LIST OP UEiDOATES O 

1S33. 
1193 Arbutlinot, m Unity, Adams Co, 0- 

jliii K. Onnningham, m 

liert Dil worth, m D D Eqoh Vsllej, Pa. 

jd ZSmeiy, Jr. p HuDoingsrllle, Pn. 

,"11111^ Lgwry, m 
eaige Lyon, I 
hnll'BeBD,? Caain, OhW. 

ex. H. Uecklin, j] Wn9luDg«m,I>. 0. 
Eoliort C. Moody, n 
maes Hoarse, in 

i]liemltl(iiuiu,!> 

"ohn BeymjldB, m 

Univ. Po. ' 
aoaes Eoney, m Pros't Wesltniiist« W 
lege,A11i3«lieny (aty. 



JudesSuplema Court, 0. 



Qallow&j, m Agent Ame^'icaa 1 



EFFERSON COLLEGE, 
unnel Wtlson, m BD Praf As 



claty. Spriogfleltl, Oliio. 
*Henry Buynes, I 
gB.niu^ HiDdman.))! Iberia, Oblo. 



rrou,DDPlttatniiBli,r5- 
182S. 



CamnlKll. m ■'rincipal Ft 
—aty. Walker P, 0. to. 
*J. B. Cochran, p 
•WtlHamOwt, 

David GniMrt,p 
PbiladslphiB. 

Davia HerrV. <» Wellabnig, Ta. 
Henry llervej. i» HartiogbntB. Ohio. 
John ODmuhML I Chief Justice, Teias— 

AnstiD, Texas. 
Thomas B. Hughes, m aommerTllle, ObW. 
Nstbanlel Inelis, •» lookport, iBd. 

*ThDniBfl LiTingnliia, I 

Johu H. Marslen, m M D York, Salphur 

wnilam WMurrBii, ( Sheppardstomi, Vn. 
•John M' Arthur, m D & Prof Miami 

TTniierSty. 
John Moore, m Bull Cr#ek, Va. 
Comeliue U. »nEtaId, m {.eirog, ]>el. 
•Boojamiu F. Noarae, p SurgeoiL C. 8. A. 
Blhelbert P. Oliphaat, I UnioiilowD, Pa. 



WllUam Pi ItHin, W 



GS Alexftodet, m Matin's retry, Ohfij. 
lert O. Bovlaad. 
ea Giamberlin, m 

John H. MAey, m 
L DonaM,il 
m Frame, m '£im clu l,Be, W' 



t. Bittnbin» 
jaad Colled;e. carroiiou, J 
id KUdno, i Onlbbapt, Ga. 



WHllam Slctlee, m IndiajmliOlis, It... 
a. W. Thompson, I'juage, Wbsellnff, Ta. 
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LIST OP GRADUATES OP JEPFRHSON COLLEGE. 
bIiutii, p WiierHng, To. Uicliftet Jacobs, in Fccf Fn, Coll 

' 7t Flitlftdelpliia. ^komss Jobn^ii.'p 



Hngh PatkB 

AiSrvi Pntlei 

Aiarioh PAw^ta PotlBvllie.ni, 
JBrneBRBay, mPrin.Ml. Eb«iBi«lA»d- 

emy O^ilpolli, Obki. 
Aaron wmimni m D D Prof Obio Uiit- 

•eralty and Jeff. Coll. Canonebutg, Pa 



Thomas iruut,! 

leeac X. Bemet, m 

William 0. Hojfl, I SobUi Cuolina. 

jMnas C Boyitp Soulli Ontolina. 

Ja^^n'.mPrefFrBElillDColl Onloi 

Gi0Te,Ill. 
WIlIioJB OuviaB,( Phileddphia. 

Georn W ■ ^impBon, «t Woodcocb.Fa, 
CbniTai W. Knlso. I Biio, Pu. 
■WlUlaai W. Lalid, I 
-WUlIam A. Leke, 1 
WllliiHB M-Caleb, i Jndge: 
Bob«Tt trCisTo, I OarndltDD, Oblo. 
•Kobart SPOfoa, i 
•John M'Glnlej.iJ 



UTH 



m N'Pheison, 2 



Joliii W.Ecott,j»DD Pres't Waaiilngti 
" " Waoblugtofx "■ 

Jaii]«E WallBca' m ' 

"Jamea U. Wbltoblll, [ 

William C. WorUilDBtaii, I Charlerton, Va. 

{^. Yfytbe, BteeSei, HnrrlBbuig^ 33 



WllllBra E^olejr, m Prospect, Batlec Co Fa, 
BobBrtaienn,™ UficajPs, 
estepbeuHaft, sllFh 
"ff,W. HnWblDBOB, 



M'Junliin, ( 

r, w CUnton, New Ji 



.tbauPonnder,WD 
1829. 






n Sirabsne, Washraglmi 



eakiiis,i» M'Coniiellarllle, Obio. 
Bbale.p PbilEuldpidt. 
«:le,!i Phlindelulila. 
[.Finley,«i Wooster.OLio. 






■Sam pel Mocay, ™ 



T, Sblppensburg, 1'b. 



I'e Coll ol EouUi Car. 



Samool Wlllinmeoii, m 
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LIST OF QBADUATRS OF JBFPKRSOfJ COLLeOK. 11 

lasph 8. Wylie, 111 _._ .. ...... 

ThonineGn.lt. mSpda^aeld Til 

) Anthony M.Higs 

Goorge Kuiter, MD Boat Liberty, Piv. 

1830. 

IVjlham A, AOsit, m AUi^hsnj Cilj, Pn. 



W. Johneton, m DarllngtoiL, Po 



'anmuel Long, ( PmC Nenuk Coll. 
Blchud Ii. MHkal, R 0, CleclE. 
.Inmei J. M«t^ » Qnlnay, 111. 
PhiDeae B. Mur, m LsrlsbDrg, Pa. 
••WUIIaiu Momit, S. Cur. J. 



John Re»ton, mDH Uise. to Lodiaca, H . 


OkS " ™'' 




James I.' Kuhn.i Pref. 0. Cnlv. 




bnrgb, l>a. 


Coll, Iiistitoto. Hew Wlhnlngion, Pa. 




Joho m! Gallow. It Steubenyille 


AaahelP. Prlor.p 


Samuel Hair, m Otfbrd. Ohio. 


KraiiclBRnth«fctd,mD.a 






ing Rock, OMO, 


loiri St.rrf.ndsrtllB,Mo. 




Jnina Sloan, k 1) D DunulnEsyilb, Pu. 


*l¥miam M'Cormiok, m 




JohnK.M'Cmily,ii 


a,fl.Thoinpson,mlS[o, CrnwftirdCo. 0. 


•Zaatsingor M'Donald, I 


Da-iaH-Tntfin, 1 


William K. UDisball, m S D S.w\, 


James L. YalliindlKhsin. ffi Nwark. Dal . 


Cla.k9Moo™,i.Ohlo. 


Jataes ■Wllani, lit Mjjg. to India Iluox- 


Wiliiim r. Oobeltree, 1 Jnage, N 


Tillo.TBnn. 32 


eh6s,Texa8. 








•■Jame>H.PatterBin,iO. 


'CliorlBS Eiving, LL D NoVacrssj. 


*raTidPolk,mBrookville,PB. 


1831. 


WUMamltwnolda, m l>rof. pa. Co 
Prwt.0ap.tJnlv.O. 


Josoph K. Klddl8,j) Soulh Bend, I 




Honnsn Squires, <n 




HanryWaiiams,™ 


Andres k.H. Bojd,™ BB Wlncheslor 




Virginia: 


R«v. Alasandat JlXMian, A M 'ftp 


John'e^'^™: f SntoS"^^^' 


J.M'Kaig,Jisl. AM 


nasia D. CIsiTk, m ll'TejU'ira, Pa, 





LU H. Patterc 



Joseph M 

■yotoH._ _. 

'.lonies H. Portot, 

^amnol 3. ^eddan, m Uihwo^j H. J. 

Litbopolis, Oliio. 
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LIST OF ORADUATKS OP JEFFBEWON COI.LE 
:tacLecompte,l Chief 



*Wi]Uam II. Blo(l((et, I 0, 
BsltonCaiawell,! Judge, TidtaljuiT, » 
Tbomaa P, Gordon, m PlllsljorKli, fa. 
BoiTid f. Qraliniii. p New Lisbon, Obio. 



WillloBi K- H«™phill5 PfOf. ErBkiBB Coll. 

EdiMr. Bub Wset, 8. Cbt. 
JoEiBS llBnipUllI, I Mem. Lag. Creator C. 

JemoB W. Kbit, t Tetiliet Blind AesylHin, 

PhilHdelpbis. 
BIiejihGtdLBfller, iMera. Coi^. Bnrling- 

H. N. M'CaTlBtBT, I BelloSinte, Pa. 
Jnmes H'ClBllaml.Ji U. S. Navy, Bile, Pa. 



3an,M V. Bmort. m XoalB, Ohio. 

HsDimoiiginiCb,M 

JoaBnb B. n'rarslli, m Miss, to China 

Piln'i Sowlcklaj Aondeioy. 
.abhn H. WilllMM, 1 Editor, Predoriot City 
^oiosaB. Wilson, J 2S 

'Jlot! David H'ConauKhy, D D 
EbcBMier IteniBla, M D Cannooshncg, Pa, 

1834. 
B. B. Allison, p HatriEbarg, Pa. 
A. A. Anderson, i 
ChambfrB Balrd. I Rlfiley, Ohio, 
•Samnel T. Oiupmsn, J Editoc. 
Joseph T. Cooper, nt D n £d. Eiaii. KepoB. 

John B. Pnnnnins. I M. Coi 
Jnnes Daila. in BlaicBville, 

lorsDBti 
SaHBbnrg.' S 



Sdward K. Geaij, wi Cottd 

Bamnol U. H&mm, i» Frii 

I.W. K. Bandy, m PotUmoul 

•r, k. Hoialey, 'l&glneBr. 

*N. N. Hnrst, I 

■W, Hulcliiaon, m SpstU, Ten 



IVllliam SPCmailBh, w 'iainoj, I 



ftjBtls College, and Jvdge. 



IT Hope. Minn. Tec. 



le JDncotaBb, 



I Pa. Son. Pittsburgh, 
ValparaiHfc lad. 



J.Buolier,p 

aniol n -'■ ' 

jhH. C 

ianK. 

Blljab Crlani 

Aeaaoiuy,'i?{Lc1 

Richard Bflilej,m: 
W. M.Qallirallli, mirotiran, unio. 
Robert Grace?, m PUtEbBsb, Pa 
James Gtisp,™ NoblmtownjPa. 

BueWBBt.'s, C. 
Andrew F. Happer, m Miss ChhiB, Oanhm. 
n:ih»rtS rrnlnios.p U. a Army. 

Johnson, m Prof Daildson 



[SjOhlo. 



Collegi 



S.Oir. 



json, lEortjHnoutb, Ohio. 

J. W. Knott, m Bbelby, Ohio. 
•Shaphirf Laurio, p B. C 
wmiamlawrencBiiWoBhlnalon, Ohio. 
SamnelO M'Cune.mFalrlleld, lann. 
•James T. WGinniB, m Pres. of Acad, 



BIljBli Peala. CialiW, New orlotiBB. 

*Charlfa KuDiaey, J 
Hugh W. Reynolds, I Pootia, 111. 
•W iX. Siley,]) Md, 

Alfred Byors, m D B Prea. Ohio an^ Imi. 
tiniy. and Prot Cent. CoU.Kj. Ban. 

LawrenoB SMbM, m 

JoBsph Templeton, m St. LouiE, Mo 
Sotert B. Walter, n Plalngraye, Pa. 
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LIST OF- GRADUATES OF JEFFERSON COLLEGE. 



If. JBUob Sreeu, LLS 



. . . .jn Bradten, m PorlersyilJe, Pa. 
Josaph T, Bncbanaa, m 
'-~L«fi Campbell, A Glarionj Fib> 
lEKDdec Campbell,^ 



Jamea Cameron, m Brunswfcll. 



Edoinnd a. I>oty,'( Miffliatawi 
jDBeph W. Fowler, 1 Jndge Su 



S. £. jBckson. {Cambridge, Ud. 

Hartlson P, LoiM, £ Irf^, PannV < 
bnrg, Pa. 
iild Laugblin, f Juntats^Cc Pe,. 



*Wilter M, Jjonrio, m ilins. to China. 

' ph B. Noui-se, m Prof. U.S. NsYal 

Aaadomy. ADnapoUa, Md. 
OriSca Oven, m Baltimore, Md. 
John Fdtriok.inG, Oar. 
Jacob Fent»r, Tn Mlamlsltmv, OMo- 
SamaslPett)grs<>,niIll. 
leoi^ W. FuraeU,i St. EranclBVillg, la. 

'hil^ M. Scrapie, m Berlin, Obio. 
fofieiih T. SniiUi,™ D B Baltimore, Md. 

,v'!Tl!su™t, i'lndlaiiB, Pa. 



a Pi-in. Higb School. Pitts- ! 
borg,m Prof. Pa. .College.— 



Gcttjsbi 
ir.B.K«maii, 1 
"WUliam KuniMy, ! 

OJrusC.Kl^a, m Fiea'tRI 



Frauds 3, Steel, I 
John M, Steyonson, m 

Hew AlEany, Init- 



Samnel B, Willlaioa, i Prof. Joff, OolloBe. 
nnd Prtn. Tom College, LouisTille,Ky 

*Pro( JohnArraB(ronE,AH 
nv.Hnsh Campbell, Alt 



Dv Robert Shoipaon,' AM 
UevJobnWillisins, DJ) 
eylsaaeQrbr.DDN.Cnr. 
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LIST OF GltAUUATES OF JEFFERSON COLLEGE, 



Lfiwla Qrajigef , w^ CaHToTaia- 
WilHum MacbJnt, 2 Lancasler, Fa, 
William H. JfOnMr, tn Eraosville, Ii. 
BsriclfeWi « CMlenabnrg, Pa. 
*£ntSamliil!l. U'Pbtdl, iiSnon HSL MS. 
•A. & MlUer, « WUtB Ki,Pk. 
JaDUBO. H111ei,2 

J. ETeppBUillar,! Uem1>. Cong. Oregon 
JamMMoatgomeiy, m Clnrion, Ps. 
Alfted Mfirtn, « D ft Lanraslsr, Pa. 

Jowpli ILPresaly, mBrie, Pa. 
Saiia F Gud, tn Cflilll, Obio. 
WllliBmBDtliiocK,i» 
lL«Dry Snyder, m Prof. Joff, Cent, ood 
Haiop. 9i±. Coll, Lbuupdeii Sydney, 
•George W.SUnson.Z 

• William D. Taamy, I 



Bav Jamw MBrf> A M Lebnib 

1839. 
JobD B. Alsi*nder^w Prio. W 

Moses Bis 
Alesnndf. 



OS Blackbur 



m Petersbuii 



nt Ilacoi 



.lamus Coulter, nt II 
•Georae M. DtckaoQ, w i ii 
Clmtlai If. £ln», m CHlarvIlIo, N, J. 

E, J. FoTBythfli I 

Ednin W. Henry, Beriin, Md 

Jflbu C-Eaalul, I UeoL OongFeSB, Homs- 



Jobq H. )l'Caluvugl'V^ « U S L 
TtaoBiag Uiddleton, m 

*IhoiiiM J, Mnn^, p 
Jmnes Saylor, m Oakley, Va. 
RagBT meo, m Ptln, ClieBt. Hi 

Cbeftaub Hill, Pa. 
jM8b H. Pattoo, m and (N«k Yi 
Joha Seed. 

James OmlgEeid,! Engineer,: 
•JohnH. KItteBllouae.ul 
rita WIHiani Sargent, jj Philaaei 



m W. Saekloj-, ™ SjouOrlng, V*. 

„i^o I. itoo.OW- 

mtkati 



inndorSwaney, m Carrol too, Ohio. 



Joseph 0. 'Wallioo, J 
Oearee Wiley, I Clersland, Ohio. 
M, Alien WilliBDia, m Uisa. tg Chili, aim 
FraociEieo, Oal. 

Wiliiim W. Woodend, m Priu. Saltabura; 

Aeod, Snlf^bore, Pa. 
Saniuel S Woods, I Leirlsuiwii. 43 

Prof James EKpy, A M Waahlsgton Cilj'. 
KevIlBDieil^arias, AM,I)D FrederhOi 



E Austin, Eatmer, Ciunbridge, Hd 
P. Boyd, klltor, Port Qibsnn, Ml. 
LBroivn, m alius, to Chiaa. Bock- 
a. Ill, 
a . Carscn m Salem X Beads, Pn. 



Jamen 0. Ilerron,-»l 
Duniel t. Uiigliea, « 
David HaghiM,«iM 



toore, Planter, Po. 
>Mto, m intstnn, . 



eijmooti, O. 
IgtOD, OI1I9. 



iibson, Mi. 
■nople, Pa,. 



i..,G00^lf 



L[ST OF GRADUATES OF JBFFKRSON C 



Jobn E. Soy 



ira, Morehant, Wan 



Jobu B. CroiEbead, Tmmet, OmODsburi:. 
Thomas M. Crswfotd, m Slate HiU. 
WileDD 91. DODHldsoD, m Bloffloa, Ind. 
Btvld Ponalilson, p Allegheny Co. Pa. . 
Ralph DDuglaes, m 

•Jrehui Eldu', m. ' 

Jobo ilnntor,m' 



letdah tTJnnkin, p Bntlor. Pa, 
BlMoeier M'Junkiu, 1 Bntlac.Pa. 
Ihwj O. M'i.auEhL!n, m Charlotte, N. C. 
Andrew D. MIt&U, m HaitlelivTV, Fn. 
John OUphant, I 



J R.Lonrie.ieoluaayaburB. 

Obarles Marltn, Prorilamp. 8 

HampdtD m. Va. , 



-jllj-SpriDsa.Mi. 
Bobeil Eiag Heid, ^ Sup, Insana Ae 

■n Roa^miii, CaeMei, Plttebi 



ilchanlB, m MiM. to Cbtoa. 



IS4-2. 

•Abnham AndeKon,™ 

•D. ■WoodaRi.liel. Coaat SnrTar. 

Dwight W. Bell, 1 PittaborEli, Fa.| 

Job^O.Bisei'.Ud. 

B.B. Chain, m 

Dattd B, 0<mpl»U, jnWinterarlll, 

William Oolsnian, t »ianioud Spiii 

•J.E.Cocnjrn,™ 

Ilpnry C. liatiB, m 



wmiam M.KobiDBQn.m Kewarfc.Ohio! 


William a. Tan lear, l WilliamEpoti Md . 






JohoA-Seo^PrinlFomale^Sem: Hal- 


Joieph R?wiiilham^«i. ' 


l&s,OHVa. 


William L.WinEate.F 


W. M'K. Bcott, m D D Prof Centre ColleKfl 


John V.eaver, BCannonflburg. 


1(7' CuiotnnftU, Ohio. 




Jflhn Y. Sorallffl:, m WrUaren, OMo. 




WUiiamL. Shoemakor.. 

IlDbert S. Sloan, m. Frin Female 8eminsTf 

KB^^^Jron Mannftclnre., PiLte- 
burgh.P» 


SSi£iX"A^iZi?:: 


1843. 


Alexander Stair, •» Colnmbns, Iowa. 








'HiomasB. Stewart, I Cambrl^, Md. 

John R. Twioc. 

Joseph N. Watson, mLewistown. Pa. 


JnmcB iTBaJrd, m T^per Eaudnsfiy, Ohio 




K. Eing WilEOn, ) Snoir HUl, Md. 43 


*J.KBiogham,i 




WlUlam M. BlnghMn, mWarren Tavern Pa 


ProfL.OaTiaB™,DD 

Prof Adrjlpha Monod, V D T^iance. 


"llionias Black, St Th. 
BatldO. Boal,(BBUefonle, Pa. 
John Bo,d, l' ^ 
CoineliBS Bjlw, p Franklin GroTO, Pa. 



WUliBm Edgar, m MuiTajsville, 

William Beranflon. J OincinnaS, 

JomasH, Fils.niMt, Plpasajit, Pa 

J.UrfKKGlliaon.j,. 

George W. GBnnison,m Prin.Bi 
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6 List OP GEADdATBS OP JEFFERSON 

ohB Hsmiltan, t Filn. of Acad. Sft. Zloa, 

„ W. HendiiekB, I MadlBon, lait. 
FilUam M. Houston,^ Santa Tee, Md. 



SC. Peter, ^hb. 
mchstd T. Merelcft, t Be 



!. CoUogi 



Prof. Cent, Cotl^o.— 
>s^b P. Moore, nt 1 East litieit;, Fa. 



Jamea Matthews, : 
-amilie, Kj. 



taiiti), m BoS«rter, Pa. 



EIeaT;llatdvin,ItLS 



A-nurawM Bofar'^8,in HOOMI F 
Ib,meBErPBoyce,„^«o«]iCa 
r 1 C™vforS,jKi.lflanjBe,P 



■, BiSille 



Vollier, 
White,"; 






Wilenn, jn PhjI. Jeff. Ci 
I. Sid. Coa 

, 3, Laae, Esq, A M 

mtj D Masnsll, 1!b4. A M Eibi 

T, JamsB L, Dlawiddlij. D B 
IV MatliBn L. Bloa, D D St Loul 

1845. 
mo AlUsoD, m SenicilejvHle, 
S. BniawlB, p M'SherryBIllk, 1 
mes W. BbU,p 

ibert Burgsea, wPolanli, Oklo. 
WslCon i;aiDieTDii, » 
meB 0^ Oamnbell, K 
illiam Boj'- "'-'• 



aai, Palni^a, 
s,Hich. 



M rtu ffl Hook 
III srmt d 



iY JimieB Bmlgers, D J> AUr gheii j City. 



h<Ktoi..,Goo^lf 



LIST OF GEAUUATES OF JEFFBItaOfi COIXBOE. 

on. HonrjOUl-, IL'dKj. 
av. Matthew BrowcLLB 

1846. 



BbiiTg)., Pa. 



Wm. L. eglrd, I Piof 



.Tobn Haft, Druggist, I'ltisI 

J, Hilton Klrlipotrfok, IM 
Bobecl P, r*kQ, Dtnggiat, 

•Willtajn Kartin^vmer. 



ThoniBS 1 

Mew Hi 
Junes SI. O 



3«ii38 Koes KsniBsi 



^[aRliBtQrgflOTi, CAdar B^lds, lona. 

Jolm W. WiJker, m Weit Falrtleia, P( 
i^lHWi A. WslbeF, t Banuer, gblrlaail, 



FtedarioltN. Whsley, m Oiatkabnrg, Va. 
<leocEeW.ZahuisBr,»CamieaDt7lIle,Pi 



Ret aobert Steel, BD 
Rer Samuel Steel, D D lIDlEboTO. Ohio. 
Bev OhatloB □. Jooos, D D aoitli Onv. 
Sev Johti Stoekton, I) D CroG> Cieek 
TlllBge. 



'Hugh M. Campbell, J 



tbrd, p Mltac. look Hs- 



leuryClavBuolap.I 



bTflUe, Teni . 

mea L Finley. 
WimBoiO.Gil8nn,i> 
Albert a. Grabam, 1 Jonesboro, Tenn. 

John Hamilton, Entt Spnngfieia, Oalo. 
laaao. N.llajs.m SUppenahutg. I'a. 
Haury H. Ilomabj, Jfai-mor, Ky. 
James Hnston,! 

Robett i). Ulle;, I HlUsbQio, OLia. 

J^es H, H'Bride, 1 Phllaaalphla' 
John M'lntoali. O. 
David H'Kee, *i FMadelphta, Fa. 
John M'Nott, Jarmer, DuHacn'j Wtttj, 0- 

nenry M. Painter, M BrownBvillo. BSi: 

J Slngtiam Ripley, m Pblladelpba. 
Jamea Levin Kogras,m Epringfield, C(bio . 



«Jauiee H, SbalOer, SI Tk 

J. it. W Sloan, mNew Yorti Oily. 

W. Ctri^doD BioiU), lEnglneor. Cafiull- 

Tille, Md. 
Edmund Snair, Jenelor, HuntJngdoD, Pa . 
HotiertSollon,iClation, Pa. 

Andrew O.'Xodil, m BtLoulB, Mo. 
AleianderQ Willaoo, Ic«in BlatlDa,Ps, 



i..,G00^lf 



Bbt. James SEilfb, D D Ky. 

Vme,Ky.' "° ™'^Ee,LL 

1843. 
Alexander H. Aajeria^ m Itartins* f erfy 



William 






J. Wooda BroBD. 
QsoTge W, Cittta, I Iowa City. 
Mitttaen Cluke^ni BIslrBiills, Pa. 
^uoblbiild B. Oook, j> Hed. Oollege, K;.- 



J- hn M. Geary, m Plain's E 
•Bills B, Qiogg, ( 

•T. Moora Hill, m 
Vbarana J. Jenbioa, Sarraei 
•millam k. Janklns, p Va. 
AJlierta.J«iiMn9,lVB. 
Onliin P. JohuBton, O, 

turn F. Llvlngaton, 
___inIijoiiB,S(j7tO. 
Witleer Loirrle Ltoiu, Iowa. 
If UUam a. SiSTDb, m OoBfield, Ohio, 
ffohm M'BwBB, MMohaot, Phllaaelphl*. 
John T. M-Ottty, I Tnliii, Cal. 
H. 0. UTarland, m Onriol!, Pa, 
I. Newton M'Eluaey, rietutngton, Fa. 
^aoob H. Ulllor, i PUtebnrgh, Pa, 
iroButb Uilligaa, m Princeton, HI, 
John 3 Patterson, Editor 'Tolegtapli,'' 

HwriBburg, Pa. 
J. TTtlsoB Paxton, m Oannon'Falla, Mlou, 
Oyrnc L. Penbiog,; Johnstown, Pa. 

"anhin, m Bella 

ivilK Ky.' 

Wlllia'm'p.:^thr'flu(^m°8anh)B,0hi». 
ioloman A. Sharp. I Sau PrRneiseo. Cal. 



Sam. Tom. 1 
Samuel B If 
Josspl. H. W 



on, fliRoek Island, 111. 



JEFFERSON COLLEGE. 

i»T. J,B. Spot™ood,DDDal. 
V^illlam Rogers, Esq. A M Ohio. 
Ion aamnel HeplmrD, LL D, 



ElB.Burton.lProfCont. Coll. Kv. 
Louisville, K«. 

Joseph U. Cnliln, m Bollgee, i(lft, 
"'■"■im Porter Osism,«i Marengo, 111. 



>r, lauior, MaTiBllon.Obla. 
mer, Niobolasville. Ey. 
wn &rler. I PhlUdElphia. 



Orl'tupher Ingle, I WaaWogton Oity, 
John ^. A. JnnsB, i PrlD ol AeadeDi7. 

I. N. Keller, 1 Wheeling, Vs. 

W. J>, Leiper, I'^Fepn. 

Ali>nio iSon, ni Prof Lalaj. OoVege. 

Bastnn , Pa. 
JamoB W. Ingan, Ifldllor, Unseating, la. 
John H. Mathere, ! Kichlaa^ Centre, Wis 
'■- -Id M'K(n4er, Merchant, Peer!., nl. 



y, UercbODt, G^CBa.IU. 
neiu, I m BtenhenvHlB Fomnle Sem. 
eubenville, Obio. 

ttobi'ii^on,iiOettyaburg,Pa. 



William a. Walltar, 1 nin P. 

Owenshoro, liy. 
Tlinmas B. Wilsra, mXenia, 01 
■^ Seoit WltbBTow, ?a 



i..,G00^lf 



r OFWBArtlATESOF JF.FFKRSON COU.l^GG, 



g II. HempBtnnd! A H HsDIdng Bnclc, 0. 
.J. NaS M'tiuffln, Xin. A UKeir CosUe 1-n 



John P. SaiCt, m MillsrsluT;. O. 



. J. ir. M. Peei]es, A U DTow CiBtle 
3. Anen, A M Wttebuwh, T 
,oy. Willinm D. HowBrd, 4 M 
tlaliani CoulCsT, Eei. A U Qt 



., Ohio. 



jWu I 



Eey. WilUnin D. HowBrd, i M PitWbnrgh. 

, ..MMsnafleld, ( 

Her. Qeorgo A, Ljoiu D D Brie, Pft 
KsT.J. P.ProsjOj, DDIlDoWsatjS 
Hon. ThnmuB Brodtbrd, LL D 
Iton. Tbaddens BtOTens,'LI. D Lbdi 

1860. 
* rhojoaa M. Bnilier. i 



■mUiam Cnmpbell, m 
8&inDDl L, CBJnpbidl, i Utiii 
John Tr.01ial&Dt,Merchi> 

Eobfftt M, Melt, m 

Caleb W. riDle;, m LohcIdt 

J.M. OallsghCT. i Editor, 1 



w!l?«tuT^n, -p 



Pafer Hayaes, A B, A M PiHuIintRh, Pa, 
W. W, Stewart, A B IIunHnpion Co. Pa. 
S. S. Lyon, A B UnnliDsann Co. J». 

Sninaol Lone, A B Pllkbacsh. Pa. 
Ksf-JajB-B Clark, 5'd Pres't Wosli. GoU, 

"Hey. Daniel U'Klnlo j, J> D 



m, rrerriottsiillo, Pr 



WilllajD F. Qn»n, Jimiiabnrg, N. C. 



^hn Smilk Baja, w Oharlestvn 

OeorgeHaywnrd,Parmw. Snow 1 

Venjamlti P. Hill.p Candor, Pn. 

J. F. Hntdilson, m Kanton, Obio. 

Somnel B. Litts. 

•Josepb M LlHplBiKitt, m 

John B. IiDT8,B Pins awaiop, P. C 

Isaaa WBriae.p Pblladelphta, Pi 

Darid L. MsijllowiBjiI) 

Kabott M'Oulloiwh, ™ OhioesoCn 

Samuol N. HXluno^h. 

ITillliuil U'Eay, m 

HoborE M'll(IlaB,i»Ganon9bnrg,ra. 

Josoph H. Mathers, m Bkhland Coat, Wis. 

DaTId Minnis, ' 

HiamX™;; 



AtcliihaJd Cook, I Marc , , 
Jonalban B. Oonlter, h ConltgrBrflle. 
IleuTV B. OoizenB, TlrkSbnn, Ml. 
William F. aalbeRMn, « ftEnnile, Ef . 
Sfimool Dunosn, I IMibodne, Iowa. 



more, Ud. 



on. 'Drng^t, I 
^eschar, 0. 



WLLllBjn D. ICeaiau, P Piltabntgli, Fs. 

AleKander KeaHody, EBgecnlown, Md. 
Snoiiiel W. L. EelT, m Xenls. OHIO. 
Thomas MtCagno, m Mira. to C^eo, Egypt, 
a. B. WOann, 1 0. 
.rolm L. M'Cartney, Sf Tft Prof Mask Cod. 

WilllHm^!°fi^reRrV, i Now Brighton, P«. 
! A'illinm R, M'Laren, Eiiitor, Pitlebunth- 
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LIST OP ORADUATISS OF JBPFERSON COLL 



Henry M'Comiicli.p 
"W.*. Miller.;,, 
Tbos.F.OlwelI,jiPIa 



Ocorgfl B. Nen^Ilr ta 

James n.Pottec.m 

W. Hamlllon Pyle.p ITenaerson, Toxai 

L. 1<. W. Sbiyock, m Oilttenil™, Kj. 

J, Irwin Smltli, vt Ontonagon, MIcb. 

J. HenfletBOn Smitli, 

Ilenrr MarCra Smith, m New Orleaoe. 

K. 0. a. fticonl, ( PittubnrKii, Pa. 



JouattionWilani 



1 ^ncec Acad. CllO^ 



Her, William B<cbsr^ 



wmiamJ.AUiaTiaer.MPciTy, Pa. 
Johneton AmiEtrone, p Alliance, Oblo. 
DsTld Bbcdh, I Nlles, Midiigao. 



John H. Olatk, Si Th Ule^hcnj, P 
Bllas H. Clark, 2 Indiana, V». 
Jowph L. Cook, 51 Lam GreonBdori 



I. Wilmn, 4 M Ken 



J. Eootb, Esq, A M Bnojrm, t _. 
ae'v. kelaBcthon^'W. jBcobna, 1 



Bnry M. Draoken, Fleosant H 111. Mo. 
R. Burgett, m Allegheny City, 

iBb ciark, ( lowi City, Iowa. 

llliam B. Crsig, m Slilppeu^burgh, Pa. 

loies S. Eclilea, St Lav, t Albany, N. Y, 
lonus Ewlnif, I Piln. NatJws IneUtute, 
Uoa, Hatcbez, ]»li. 

^eneaer Haft, Surveyor, N. Albany Ore- 

Ifc^W. Hainea,™ 

■llliim B. aBnl,™'co»hoelon. Ohio. 



Chaa. K. Geddea, ^ Law ItittannlaB, .?>. 
J.O.Grler.mHetihanlMbnrK, Pa, 
d'ocge Hammond, Cl<rk, Bi^more, Ud. 
Thomas J. Himee, Drnraiat, Kock lolond, 

lUlnols, 
Albert O. JobDEon, m KIsf. at FiiKegttrk, 

Jacob W. lanlos. m WaveUnd, Ind 
JameeL.UaisliHll, MeriiliBnt.PltMurgb 



I. Olsda ilnii 
t- Prlu. Academy, 
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LIST OF OflADUATIiS 01' JKM'KRSON COLLEGE. 



Jeffamm Olty, Mo. 




iPjBinilsTiaiiBferro, o Ky. 

J-.hn & Thom, a Tk NBtdJCB, Ml, 


JolmW.Polk, NiHu-BEua. 




Albert E Thompa™, m 


Thoni™E. Eob«rtH fet Th Aniover, Mjfs. 




Qeorge Shotoell Itoudebusb, Ht Tb. 


mm™ wiKbt'a tTmu, n, y.' 






JuniBS 0. SnalBtius, ht Law G[eeiiabur''h 


m. 


Pa, 


MMtm Luther Woi-taiBn, »iWest JI.w- 


Jobn U. StEienson. t. 




Calvtn W. StBimrt, St Th Prlncoton, H. J 






Aloianafir T«ylM, Em A B Inaiana, P". 


Bdnud P, SwlJV ei Tb A11«gbeD7, Glly. 



Slid A. OunnIiigl]am,in A! 
1 . R. BtaBT.w BupMior, Wfi 
Jamoa I IrasBi. St Tb Xcnia, Olio. 

fl.'Usllook 01UeU,'FriD. AmO. OweDgi 



Addison Uen IT, St Th AllBKbeD; C; 
W.B. HflTlotb, St Lav Pitcstrureh 
OBmplMllI. JamleSDO. Clerk, N. Or 
Wllllani A, JcHbtj, 'WaynesborB- i 

Jotn P. KoDMdy, ™ AlleKbany at, 

1^. Ruoioa Kenoedy. t Mead villa. 

•ThumaaKorr, StThO. 

JobDT.Ejte,'- 

S.R.Logan, rrin Enim Academy, 

John a, U^nllocb, 8(Th A°^Btien! 

W.Morran M'B>e, i Urbaua. Ohio 
Wmiam I,. lUtchell, Oreeafield, Uf 
Aleionder H. Uoore, Teuu. 

J. B TTegley, Buneyor, Bntler, Pa- 
3 G.HbtId.^ nAll^benyCIt;, 

Haary W. rattersun, SI Law TIbIo 



P. L.'Orim, Iteq. A MBeaTCr. Pa, 




HpT ^flV^Y R'ErlnnJrl.^.lr li Tl P/ibd Pnn 


E. J, Poreliine, Esq. A M Eock Island, 111. 


jvMi'. uavHi j^ir^piLiricii, if u i'oae i^an. 




tt^M"K^r^;SrM'n'n?wf^.^''' 


1854. 


P. A, Cregav, Haq. A M Fhilndelphia. 




Key. H, li. CunaliiebMn, D D N, Car. 


John M'LBsry AdUr, M Tk XoniB, Ohio. 


Rev. A. D. Clark, D B As, Bs£ lb. Semi. 


Thomas Aleiander, AUeKhsny Hty, Pi. 
».Barn=tt, Si iai« Ashland, Shlo. 


nary, Allegheny City. 


ReyJohuH.Broi'n.DD Uiisgloa, Ky. 


Joaefb L, Bllnec, Mecehuit, Earilebioie, 




Rer v!d. Heather, DDIrelBr^ ' 


3. 0. Boyd, St Th Allegheny City. 
Qerard 0- Cnndoii.ji Nst-^ea, Mi. 
Saild S. Brandon, Mnehant, Natchez, Ml 


DlTboiaaBl).Multet,LL£ Philadelphia. 




WailBm A. Daiohflelfl, 3t Th AJlogbeny 0. 


1355, 


Joseph H. CsmpbeU, L 




Bobert OBrothe», m Turtle Crrek, Fa. 


Abraham Anderson, StTb Xenla.Ohio. 


■WllJIam Clark, Frince Seonie, Md. 


T. Coulter Andereon, St Th Allegheny 



[ra M. Condjt St Th Allegheny Cily. 

Dbomas B. Mder, Parmer Blleiiridse, Pa. 
lames A. Swing, St Th Alleuhony Clly. 



luon. TeechliME, Kalchei, 
it !Vi Alli^taeny City, Ps. 
laon, Prlu Oak food Arad. 



am Kimple, ;?f Con fmnklla C. 
.id NelHou Lapaley, SI Med St 
tIUo, Md. 
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LIST OF GGADL'ATES OF JEF 



JebnM'moIev, Kiaw 
A. Smith M'KlnncT, Mml 
JUMB U'idii>il«i, k Mid I 
Volwrt R. KmtB, St 111 All 



John PuctlBBce, S( 
B. BBistan. VsBcb 
Samuri U. Sbarp, 5 



AUui Wall, ;K Xed IncHauDpoIla, lod. 
Ifusuel WfLtoni St Th AlieEllenl OUy, Pa 
Bamnel Wwd, £« Zow Dsyton, Ohio, 
leau B. WUta, S< -fh Xenis, Obb. 
Pblllv WUllua, M TA LuDciiaUr, Fa. 
Jobn &. Woods, Bngiueer. 



lierlngton, S D Seot 



William i:. Allisoi 



lZ4wBellcfaDte,?D. 



G. WUmu CSalfsBt, MoBongahBla CSfe- 
John F. Craig, si law, Glwrion, Pa. 
,f. M. CDTamiuBt «tffi4^ Llgonlei', Fa. 
.Tohn D. Mdei, Teaehiog. 
Saml 0. EwinE, Pacming, Inrln'a Bla. ra. 

jim^ C. GIllBra, St Ih AUegtaenr CU^, Fa. 
J. S. Gllmore, Hi lA FriucetOD, H. J. 



J • Iiii?B Howey, «i i* Alleglisny City, Ps. 

Seo. Ilsye KanaBflj, Tcaoblug, Clikago, 
I Or Law«jQ, >t Vt Lii«eoiiviJle, dudou, 

Co. Fa. 
A. SiuHn lenlB, Baicl eE, Ut. 
JoHrph L. Loner, It (A Piiao-ton, N. J. 
William U. M'Oi^ilT, WdEbiajtim, Ohio. 
Cbarles W. UTanid. 01ai'k,'Ftallada]phh. 
Jso.K. HTIlheny, allow IIunUTsbnru, Pa, 
James T.M'Kni.WDsbiDgtaii, Ohio. 
S. Davidson, U'PLiiraaa, st IK Shlppou- 



(, Pa. 






Jaa H. Mattfa^s, Haf Etilie. Ky. 
JamM E. Morrow, Clovsr Fori, Ky. 

H. It. l>oBirs, si Ih Ailfleheny aty, pi. 

JoimaA.'Baed'.sl (ft Alfegheny City, Pa. 

Samuel A. Tilgnsi jI law Httebnri^, Pa. 
GeorfM SeoEt, il th AUegben; <H$, Pa. 
O. a. Soroggg, Uoiebal], Texas.. 
Joeepb D Inltb, tt lA Frinc^oi, H. J, 
John U. Smith, St th Alilgheur Oltj, Fa. 
Tom Stockdale, si bm Greene Co, Pa. 
^mnol B. Tnggart, tl th AHegheuy City. 
Ilabert S. TowosoDd, Teaehlog. 
if. M. Travle, si 1ft AlleKbenv atjr.Pa. 
Thcophllus Weaver, leachlDg, Bower 

A, a. wl'snt^Teaolli 
Mll«aC. ^■'-- -■ "■ 
. Oharl 



\Boa,st iftXafayette', Ala. 



John Bishop Yi 



ajetf 

. Plttf.-.-.-- 
:iD Chicago, UIM 






, WhilloQ Bedlok, Bsi, A W 

aiy, Pa, 
iv.Eee((oHapi>c>rsolt,DD P 
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Jrtsntt loHri of irnsfets 



Rkv. WjLLtAM jErPBRY, D. D. President, 

J. M'Cl'L[.ouoil, Baij. Seerefura, 

John EeBBiEsq. 

Benjamin Willi *Mfl. Esq. 

Eiiv. Wm. M. M'Elwee, D. I>. 

Hon. Jambs Gosdon, 

Daltel Houston, Esq. 

JoiiK HA¥a, Esq. 

IEev. George Marshall. D. D. 

William Park, Esq. 

lltiv. John T. Pressly, D. D. 

WtLUAM M'Daniel, Esq. 

Kev, James Sloan, D, D. 

Hos. W1LLI.1M Marks, 

Thomas Nicholbon, Esq. 

Rev. a. T. M'Gili,, D. D. 

Eev. William M. Paxtos, 

William 8. Calohan, Esq. 

J. K, Mi/ORHEAD, Esq. 

James P. Sterrett, Esq, 

Eev, JAIIES Ai.ESAKDER, 

JOHN BLACK, ESQ. Canosj=J!Ui 



Hcrrwttsville, Fa. 
Canonsbui-fE, Pa. 
Washington Co. Pa. 
Wiishineton Co. Pa. 
Frftiikfoi6, Fa. 
Moiiongaliela City, Pa. 
Waeliingtou Co. Pa. 
Wasliiiigton Co. P8. 
Alleffheny Co. Pa 
Wiishington Co. Pa. 
Alloglieiij' City, Pb. 
CiinonsSjnrg, Pa. 
Wasliington Co. Pa. 
Allegheny Co. Pa. 
l<'i'ackforc, I'a. 
Pfincelon, N. J. 
Pitta Irargh, Pa. 
Cauonaburg. Pa. 
Pittaliarg'li, Pa. 
Pittsliurgli, Pa. 
Martins' Kcirj, 0. 



i..,Goo^lf 



i..,Goo^lf 



